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Introduction. In the Republic of Armenia, rural tourism (including agritourism and
ecotourism) is experiencing continuous development. Agritourism refers to recreational
activities in rural areas, typically organized by travel agencies, which provide city dwellers
and their families an ideal opportunity to spend their summer vacations in nature. This form
of tourism not only caters to the leisure needs of the urban population but also contributes
significantly to rural employment, the utilization of local tourism resources, and the socio-
economic stabilization of rural communities.

Within the broader context of global and national efforts aimed at promoting
sustainable rural development, agritourism is increasingly recognized as a practical tool for
economic diversification and job creation in rural areas. Armenia’s Lori region, known for
its scenic natural landscapes, cultural heritage, and strong agricultural traditions, holds
considerable potential for the expansion of agritourism.

Nevertheless, despite this potential, many rural communities in Lori continue to
grapple with high unemployment, seasonal labor volatility, and limited income-generating
opportunities. This study is particularly relevant as it seeks to explore sustainable economic
alternatives that can help revitalize rural economies, alleviate poverty, and mitigate
outmigration.

The purpose of this paper is to examine how the development of agrotourism can
contribute to rural economic diversification, reduce unemployment, and promote sustainable
livelihoods in the Lori region. The primary objective of the study is to employ a SWOT
analysis to assess the strengths and weaknesses of rural tourism in the target area, while also
identifying external opportunities and threats that may influence its development. This
approach aims to clarify both the advantages and limitations of agrotourism as a tool for
rural development. It is important to note that the integrated rural development model
encourages the growth of complementary economic activities. In this context, the production
and sale of agricultural products through rural tourism initiatives is seen as a vital means of
enhancing local economies.

The study answers the following research questions:

1. To what extent do the historical, cultural, and natural assets of the Lori region
serve as prerequisites for the development of agrotourism?

2. What are the available resource endowments in the region, and how do they
support the potential for agrotourism development?

3. How can the restructuring of the hospitality sector serve as a strategic
mechanism for job creation and economic revitalization?

4. What are the key strengths and weaknesses of rural households currently
engaged in agrotourism activities?

Literature review. It is evident that most agricultural activities are carried out by
individual entrepreneurs, while hired and paid workers are primarily employed in the
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processing industry®. Agritourism, defined as the integration of tourism and agriculture, has
emerged as a key driver in the revitalization of rural communities and economies. This
integration supports sustainable economic development, boosts farm incomes, and fosters
cultural exchange?.

Agrotourism creates an opportunity to spend a healthy and full vacation in various
entities, providing a quiet and peaceful living environment, the possibility of eating eco food,
engaging in agricultural activities, directly communicating with nature, etc. In addition, rural
tourism provides an opportunity to get acquainted with the customs and traditions of the
given settlement. In Armenia, particularly in the Lori region, the abundance of historical
monuments, monasteries, and many traditional customs, the abundance of farms in the rural
region, and the diversity of flora and fauna allow the development of various forms of
tourism in the region, including agrotourism?.

In the context of the development of agro-tourism in RA, gastro-tourism also has
serious development goals. Each region of the country has its traditional foods. Reviving old
and forgotten, lesser-known dishes and including them in menus is very important both in
terms of preserving the traditions of national cuisine and offering tourists a wide range of
interesting and delicious dishes. In addition, this can be used to create a unique gastronomy
brand for each region®.

Summer house formations have serious possibilities for the development of rural
recreation centers. It is not too late to rebuild and adapt the existing and unfinished summer
houses according to the new purposes of tourism and recreation, to create appropriate
infrastructures for the necessary maintenance and services. It is the creation of a public
center for each independent entity with its food reception area (canteen, cafe), household
service point (laundry, dry cleaning, rental, etc.), and shopping point (souvenirs, food, maps
of the area, necessities), entertainment facilities, gym, etc. For lovers of winter sports, it is
expedient to form and develop structures corresponding to winter recreation.® From the
perspective of farm guests, agritourism offers an authentic and unique travel experience that
aligns with the growing interest and conscious mindset of responsible travelers, thereby
contributing to broader sustainable rural development®.
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Methodology. This paper employes a range of economic research methods,
including descriptive, statistical, comparative, and analytical techniques. The core analytical
framework was based on the SWOT methodology, which enabled a comprehensive
evaluation of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats related to the organization
of agrotourism by rural farms. SWOT analysis has been widely recognized as an effective
tool for assessment and strategic decision-making across diverse systems, regardless of their
type or complexity.

In the context of this study, SWOT analysis was applied to identify the internal
strengths and weaknesses of rural tourism, particularly in its function as a marketing channel
for agricultural products, as well as to assess the external opportunities and potential risks
posed by the environment. This analysis is considered a crucial step in evaluating the
feasibility and sustainability of the proposed agrotourism development concept.

SWOT, which stands for Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats, is a
strategic planning tool that helps organizations evaluate both internal capacities and external
conditions. It can inform the development of effective strategies by identifying competitive
advantages, areas for improvement, and environmental factors that could either support or
hinder progress. By highlighting vulnerabilities and emerging prospects, SWOT analysis
can also aid in preventing exploitation by competitors and guide efforts to improve
performance.

Analysis. Tourists should either use the shelters or live in the conditions of a village
house. Rural tourism creates a need to build comfortable cabins, and hotel structures in the
lap of nature for the citizens of the region, vacationers from other places, and foreign tourists,
which implies the creation of a significant number of jobs.

Considering the favorable climatic conditions of the Lori region, the clean air, the
presence of forests, and the wonderful nature, particularly in the regions of Stepanavan,
Alaverdu, Tumanyan, and Vanadzor, there are great prospects for organizing an organized
holiday at a country house, why not prophylactic treatment as well.

In Stepanavan and Vanadzor, once there were sanatoriums and tourist bases in the
area near the forest, where tourists from other regions and neighboring countries spent their
healthy rest and treatment. Stepanavan, which is considered the best resort, has lost its
opportunities to serve as a resort due to the loss of tourists and resort buildings due to the
disaster. Stepanavan has its strengths in the development of tourism and the implementation
of complex health resort programs. First, the community has a favorable geographical
position, a mild and moderate climate, and cool air, the city is separated by the Dzoraget
Gorge, which has the best conditions as a recreation area. The right bank slopes of the
community are forested on the southwest side, the forest is dominated by local and Crimean
pine tree species, and the phytoncides produced by them are of health importance, which is
also an advantage. In the south-eastern parts of the city near the forest, it is advisable and
necessary to build a resort and recreation base, to launch a new tourist complex on the base
of the former tourist resort. The "Leonovich Garden™ and the adjacent health resort in the
village of Gulagarak in the Stepanavan region are also famous and once enjoyed a great
reputation’. Indeed, the sanatorium is partially functioning now, but its reconstruction and
provision of conditions following European standards will enable the reception of additional
vacationers, thus increasing the employment of the village and adjacent settlements.

7 July2021.Official ~ website" family remote online summer camp", , Yerevan
https://tsaghikgasparyan.wordpress.com/
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There are more than a thousand historical and cultural monuments and monuments
in the region, some work has been done to preserve and improve them in recent years. In
general, the number of visits to museums in the province is increasing significantly. 8
museums are operating in the Lori region. However, it should be noted that the lack of
information about museums is very great®,

The monastic complexes of Haghpat, Sanahin, Kobair, Odzun, the relics of the
Ashot Yerkat fortress-fortress (Stepanavan), as well as Dsegh, the birthplace of the great
Lorets, are of great interest for tourism. Especially in Dsegh, in recent years, the influx of
rural tourism lovers is evident. Of course, the "Kaghni" hotel operating in the village, the
"WOW Glamping" tent hotel complex for eco-tourism lovers, and the unique "Shakaryan
Rancho" LLC opened in 2023, which has a rich package of services, hotel, eco-farming with
diverse plant species and domestic as well as exotic fauna. ""Shakaryan Rancho" is especially
attractive in the sense that tourists can spend their vacations in the peaceful nature of Lorva,
having direct participation in agricultural work and interacting with the animal world. Both
the kitchens of "Shakaryan Rancho™ and the rest of the hotels offer traditional Lorva dishes
as well as dishes typical of the cuisines of different nations. The monastic complexes of
Haghpat, Sanahin, Kobair, Odzun, the relics of the Ashot Yerkat fortress (Stepanavan), as
well as Dsegh, the birthplace of the Hovhannes Tumanyan, are of great interest for tourism.
Especially in Dsegh, in recent years, the influx of rural tourism lovers is evident. Of course,
the "Kaghni" hotel operating in the village®, the "WOW Glamping" tent hotel complex for
eco-tourism lovers,'® and the unique "Shakaryan Rancho" LLC opened in 2023, which has
a rich package of services, hotels, eco-farming with diverse plant species, and domestic as
well as exotic fauna. "Shakaryan Rancho" is especially attractive in the sense that tourists
can spend their vacations in the peaceful nature of Lori, having direct participation in
agricultural work and interacting with the animals. Both the kitchens of "Shakaryan Rancho"
and the rest of the hotels offer traditional Lori dishes as well as dishes typical of the cuisines
of different nations.

The Tumanyan region has well-developed horticulture and viticulture sectors. The
production of ecologically clean, high-quality fruits, along with dried fruit preparation and
canning, presents significant potential for agritourism development. Fruit storage and
processing cooperatives could be integrated into tourist itineraries, transforming them into
attractive and educational tourism destinations. Additionally, the establishment of
opportunities for visitors to tour apiaries and observe beekeeping practices firsthand could
serve as a valuable asset in diversifying the agritourism offering.

Carpet weaving also holds substantial development potential in the region. Given
Tumanyan's strong tradition of livestock farming, particularly sheep breeding, there is an
opportunity to revitalize wool processing as a foundation for local carpet production. This,
in turn, could stimulate employment and further enhance the scope and sustainability of
agritourism in the Lori region.

Hunting tourism is also promising, for which sufficient legislative and
organizational prerequisites have already been created in the RA. The National Assembly
adopted the Law "On Hunting and Hunting Farms"”. In the territory of the Lori region,
hunting is allowed only in the fields, and it is prohibited in the forests. Certain animals are

820219-2020, RESEARCH OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN LORI
REGION, page24-25 http://lori.mtad.am/files/docs/48550.pdf

°Official website "Kaghni" Hotel , https://kaghnihotel.am/about/

WOfficial website https:// wowglamping.am/
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not allowed to be hunted (bear, deer, wild boar). Only fox, hare, quail, and wild pigeon
hunting is allowed, and only during the season from August to the end of February™*.

Fishing activities are feasible across nearly all rivers flowing through the Lori
region, as well as in the seasonal ponds located in the Tashir area. The development of fish
farms in the region presents a highly promising avenue for advancing agrotourism, offering
both economic and recreational benefits. In recent years, Armenia has witnessed not only
the growth in the number of fish farms but also a geographical expansion of their locations
from the traditional Ararat plain into the foothill and mountainous areas, including Lori.

Currently, most pond-based aquaculture in Armenia involves warm-water,
herbivorous fish species, which typically yield up to 300 kg of fish per hectare. In contrast,
the cultivation of high-value species such as salmon and sturgeon in cold-water basins with
specialized infrastructure can produce up to 100 tons of market-ready fish per hectare
(equivalent to 10 kg per square meter). Encouragingly, this more intensive and productive
model of aquaculture has recently been introduced in the Lori region, further strengthening
its potential as a center for both fish production and agrotourism.

The expansion of fish farming is proposed as a strategic initiative to diversify
economic activities and enhance employment opportunities in the Lori region. Among the
various sectors of food production, fisheries offer one of the highest values of gross output
per unit area. Importantly, fish farming can be conducted on land that is infertile or otherwise
unsuitable for conventional agriculture, thereby transforming underutilized areas into
productive assets. As such, the sector holds significant potential not only for profitability but
also for improving the socio-economic well-being of the rural population, particularly in the
context of agrotourism development and employment generation.

The establishment of one fish farm in each of the Gugark, Tumanyan, Spitak, and
Tashir areas of Lori region, each occupying approximately 4-6 hectares, could generate
around 40 direct jobs (assuming 10 employees per farm), not including the additional
employment opportunities created through related agrotourism activities and services.

According to data from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations, the global consumption of fish and fish products has significantly increased in
recent years. This trend is also evident in Armenia, further reinforcing the rationale for
expanding fish farming operations. The growing domestic and international demand,
especially for frozen and processed fish products, including caviar, indicates a favorable
market environment. Currently, Armenia exports such products primarily to the United
States, the Russian Federation, and Georgia, highlighting both existing market access and
the potential for future growth.

The development of agrotourism in the Lori region also necessitates the
establishment and modernization of relevant infrastructure. This includes the improvement
of interstate highways, access roads to key tourist destinations, and the creation of well-
defined tourist routes. In particular, the Stepanavan-Tashir segment of the region’s interstate
highway network, as well as roads leading to culturally significant sites such as the Haghpat
and Sanahin monastic complexes and the Odzun church, are in urgent need of repair and
rehabilitation. One of Lori’s key competitive advantages lies in its connectivity to Georgia
via two major interstate highways: the M6 Vanadzor—Alaverdi-Georgia border and the M3
Vanadzor-Stepanavan-Tashir-Georgia border. In addition, the railway line connecting

1¥erevan 2007 THE LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA, ,
https://www.arlis.am/documentview.aspx?docID=56736
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Armenia to Georgia traverses the Lori region, further enhancing its strategic significance for
cross-border tourism and trade.

While transportation services between Vanadzor and the surrounding towns and
villages operate relatively efficiently, the aging and deteriorated condition of the public
transport fleet poses challenges to comfort, safety, and reliability. Upgrading the regional
transportation system is essential for supporting increased tourist mobility and ensuring a
positive visitor experience.

In the past 5 years, some work has been done in the establishment of the tourism
infrastructure system. As of today, 35 hotels are operating in the region with different quality
of service. Moreover, 15 of them were built and commissioned in the last 3 years. 2 of the
hotels ("Avan Dzoraget" and "Argishti") meet international standards!2. According to the
data of the National Statistical Service, the picture of tourism is presented in Table 1).

Table 1
The number of hotels in Lori region, the average number of employees, the
number of incoming tourists®

Year The number of | the average number of The nqmber of Revenue,
hotels employees (monthly) incoming tourists min. AMD
2018 19 61 394 323,7
2019 30 140 1702 354,6
2020 30 141 10 204,9
2021 33 165 157 591,9
2022 35 173 340 657,7

The data indicate that in 2020, due to the combined impact of the COVID-19
pandemic and the Forty-Four Day War in Artsakh, both the number of incoming tourists and
the revenue generated by hotel establishments declined sharply. Despite the presence of
several hotels and public catering facilities that meet international standards in the region,
key components of tourism infrastructure remain underdeveloped. Notably, the region lacks
entertainment options and recreational amenities such as attractions, sports complexes,
playgrounds, gymnasiums in parks, and car rental services, all of which are essential for a
comprehensive tourism experience.

The Lori region has 8 cities, 11 communities, and 120 villages. In 2023, the
population of the region was 211.5 thousand, of which 124.0 thousand live in urban
communities, and 87.5 thousand in rural settlements4. As of 2023, the rural population of
the region was 87.5 thousand. If we the that rural families consist of 4 members on average,
then it can be considered that approximately 21,875 families (87,500/4) live in rural

120fficial website of TUFENKYAN TRADITIONAL HOTEL AND RESTAURANT CHAIN,
https://tufenkianheritage.com/am/

BOfficial website of Statistical Committee Republic of Armenia, SOCIO - ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF MARZES AND YEREVAN CITY OF THE
RANhttps://armstat.am/file/Map/MARZ_06.pdf, page 295

14 Official website of Statistical Committee Republic of Armenia, SOCIO - ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF MARZES AND YEREVAN CITY OF THE
RAhttps://armstat.am/file/Map/MARZ_06.pdfhttps://armstat.am/file/Map/MARZ 06.pdf, page 342
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communities of Lori region. Even if 5% of these families have the desire, opportunity, and
appropriate conditions to receive tourists in their village house, therefore, about 1093
families, 1093 residents (if we assume that only one of each family will be engaged in
hospitality work) will already be provided with work.

Additionally, the establishment of roadside service points could create
approximately 50-70 new jobs. The construction of five new guesthouses is expected to
generate employment opportunities in both the construction sector (estimated at around 100
jobs) and in hospitality, with approximately 50 new positions for hotel staff. Overall,
agritourism development is projected to increase regional employment by around 2,000 jobs.
When estimating potential employment growth linked to rural tourism, several key factors
must be considered. These include the number of households capable of hosting tourists, the
availability of relevant tourism resources, and the infrastructure needed to support increased
visitor activity, such as additional food outlets, fuel stations, and retail facilities along key
transit routes.

The broader issue of tourism development in Armenia warrants comprehensive and
dedicated scientific investigation. However, in this context, it is addressed specifically in
relation to its impact on rural employment. The successful expansion of rural tourism
depends on the establishment of joint ventures, the availability of low-interest investment
capital, and targeted financial support for local entrepreneurs.

A SWOT analysis of the state of tourism, including agrotourism, in the Lori region
was performed. The results are the following:

Strengths (according to the "2017-2025 development strategy of Lori region",
which will serve as a guideline for us):

e Presence of large cities as service delivery, education, and health centers
Tumanyan region as a pole of mining growth
Tashir region serving a growth pole for animal husbandry and milk processing
Favorable climatic conditions for recreation, a large proportion of forests
Sufficient supplies of fresh and mineral water

e Presence of numerous monuments, some of them included in the UNESCO
World Heritage list.

e Favorable climatic conditions for agriculture (especially animal husbandry).

e Availability of unused production areas in the city of Vanadzor

e Availability of unused recreation zones in the region

o the airports of Stepanavan and Odzun communities as a key to the development
of tourism in the region.

e Availability of a railway for almost the entire territory of the region

e Programs aimed at the development of eco, agro, and ethnic tourism

e Reconstruction of the Vanadzor cable car and stadium

Opportunities:

e cxistence of the state body coordinating the activities in the sector and
establishment of its representation in the region;

e establishment of tourism infrastructures;

e providing information for the development of the sector (booklets, guides,
booklets, etc.);

e cxistence of a breeding farm - breeding of the Caucasian gray breed (Tashir
region, Blagodarnoye);
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e perspectives of the creation and development of milk, fruit, and honey consumer
cooperatives;

e restoration of existing, non-functioning tourist facilities in the region;

e improvement of the road network.

Weaknesses:
absence of a cohesive and complex tourism development strategy in the region;
poor state of inter-community highways.
almost complete absence of sanitation system in villages;
lack of serving points near historical and cultural monuments, as well as on the

roads;

e the neglected and deplorable condition of historical and cultural monuments,
and their adjacent areas;

e lack of specialized personnel.

Threats:

¢ insufficient funding,

o the underperformance of programs, etc.

To develop tourism in the region, it is proposed:

e creation of a working group and clarification of responsibilities between state,
local administrative bodies, and private structures to be included in that group;

e active organization of preparation and qualification of professional personnel of
the tourism sector (guides, various employees of the hotel economy, etc.);

e creation and development of structures dealing with tourism issues.

e presentation of tourism development opportunities in the region at "Diaspora-
Armenia" business conferences, as well as other similar seminars and conferences, to secure
investments for the re-operation of non-functioning tourist facilities in the region.

Conclusion.By examining the role of agrotourism in enhancing rural employment,
this study contributes to the development of evidence-based strategies and policies aimed at
improving the socio-economic conditions of rural populations. Moreover, the study aligns
with broader national development objectives, including rural sustainability, regional equity,
and the advancement of the tourism sector.

To support the growth of tourism, particularly agrotourism, in Armenia, state and
regional administrative bodies must undertake targeted and strategic actions. As an initial
step, it is essential to identify and catalogue tourism assets of special significance. This
includes conducting a comprehensive inventory of sites favorable for various forms of
tourism, classified by type and region. Such a registry would enable the assessment of
tourism object distribution across regions, potential tourist visitation rates, required
investment volumes per site, regional employment needs, training and retraining demands,
as well as estimating the number of local residents engaged in agrotourism and expected
tourist flows, even on an approximate basis. In the Lori region, priority should be given to
the development and modernization of tourism-supporting infrastructure. This includes the
improvement of interstate highways, access roads to tourist sites, designated tourist routes,
and bridges, all maintained to appropriate sanitary standards. Additionally, there is a need
to develop accessible hotel complexes, expand networks of tourist lodges, hunting and
fishing cabins, and forest guesthouses, and integrate them into national and international
tourism cooperation frameworks.
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The experiences of countries such as Switzerland, Greece, and Spain demonstrate

that tourism can become one of the most profitable sectors of the economy. If approached
strategically, it holds the potential to become a leading contributor to Armenia’s GDP.

Such developments would result in the creation of a significant number of new jobs,

increased employment rates, improved living standards for rural populations, and enhanced
competitiveness across all regions of Armenia.

6.

7.

REFERENCES

Canovi M., Lyon A., 2019.Family-Centred Motivations for Agritourism Diversification:
The Case of the Langhe Region, Italy, Tourism Planning and Development,

Grillini G., Streifeneder T., Stotten R., Schermer M., Fischer C., 2025.How tourists
change farms: The impact of agritourism on organic farming adoption and local
community interaction in the Tyrol-Trentino mountain region, Journal of Rural Studies,
Ling C., Mohd Yusoff Z., Aizam Adnan N., The Role of Agrotourism in Revitalizing
Rural Economies: A Review of Global Trends and Local Applications, International
journal of academic research in progressive education and development

Ndhlovu E., Dube K., “Agritourism and sustainability: 2024.A global bibliometric
analysis of the state of research and dominant issues”, Journal of Outdoor Recreation
and Tourism,

Nolte K., Ostermeier M., 2017, Labour Market Effects of Large-Scale Agricultural
Investment: Conceptual Considerations and Estimated Employment Effects, World
Development, Pages 430-446

Tovmasyan GR., Gastrotourism as a direction of RA tourist potential, "Amberd"
research center of ASUE, Yerevan, November 2018.
https://tsaghikgasparyan.wordpress.com/

Official website "Kaghni" Hotel https://kaghnihotel.am/about/

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

http://lori.mtad.am/files/docs/48550.pdf

https:// wowglamping.am/

https://www.arlis.am/documentview.aspx?docID=56736
https://tufenkianheritage.com/am/

https://armstat.am/file/Map/MARZ_06.pdf, page 295

Official website of Statistical Committee Republic of Armenia, SOCIO - ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF MARZES AND YEREVAN CITY OF THE
https://armstat.am/file/Map/MARZ _06.pdf, page 342

319


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Magali-Canovi?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Andrew-Lyon-2161031731?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/Tourism-Planning-and-Development-2156-8324?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-rural-studies
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-outdoor-recreation-and-tourism
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-outdoor-recreation-and-tourism
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/world-development
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/world-development
https://tsaghikgasparyan.wordpress.com/
https://kaghnihotel.am/about/
https://tufenkianheritage.com/am/
https://armstat.am/file/Map/MARZ_06.pdf
https://armstat.am/file/Map/MARZ_06.pdf

UarnsSNhCreUP 160C 383NN UYUL QRUNYUONRESUL FULALTUSUTL
aNroNerU. LAGNE TUCP NPUNRULVUURCNRESNRL

oNJdpbuur LNUN3UL
20230 arraNr3vy

Zudwnmunwughp

Ugnpnuiniphqup nnpun k, npp ks dnnnyppujutinipjnit niith, puth np
htwpwynpnipmit £ wwhu phybpuhdphlugul; b dbkdwguly owhnypen:
Gniquuntnbunipjutt b qpnuwgpenipjutt  htwnbqpnudp, npp Yngynd  E
«wugpnuiniphqu», qupquunid E npwbu tnp  wbnbuwlwb  pwpdhs nmd:
Ujuntwdbiwjuhy, wju htnkgpnudp wgpnuniphqd juquultpynnutph hwdwp
wnwy L phpnid  dwpunwhpwdbpubp U hpuduljut  pupnnipniutbp:
Zhknmwgnumpjut twuunwlja t ygupql), pt hyywbu Jupnn b wgpnunniphquh
qupqugnidp  byuwunb] gnuuiut  nbnbumput ghybpuhdhlugdwin,
gnpdwuqpinipjut Ypdundwtp b nwpwswopowunid Juynit Etuwdheongubph
hupwiudwip: Udbiht, ntunidbwuppnipmnitp Ydbpnish oppwju dhowuyph
htwpwynpnipniittpnt. nt nhulfipp b Ypungsh wyu  hwykgulwupgh
wnwybmpniutbipt mu phpnipjniutpp: Ywplnp £ bk, np  qnnkph
wudpnnowljuit qupqugdui Unnbip, pwugh dudwtwjulhg
gniquuninbunipinithg, jupwpiniumd b thnjuyjpugunn  gnpéniubinipjub
qupqugniup:

Zbknwgnunmipjutt  pipwugpmud  niunidbwuppdl; Bi Lnpnt dwpgh
yundudowmpught b phwlwh  wwplwbibpp. npybu  wgpnunmphqih
qupqugdwt  hhdp:  FPwgh wyy, JEpmsdl;  Bh wmwpuwdwppewtih
phunipuuwywhnyjwénipmniip b wgpnuimiphqudh  qupqugwt  ukpnidp:
Zmpuwunguyhtt  nnpnh juquuibpynudp hknwgnudl; B npyhu
puqUuyupuluwb  twpwdbnunipnit, npt nppduws £ woluwwnnnubph
qpunjusénipjul unbknddwup, htyybu twb hpwljwbwgyl) L wgpnunniphquny
qpunynn mbwghtt mbnbunipjnitibph nidtn b pnyy Ynndbph YEpnidnipnit:

Muunidtwuhpnipniut hpwjwbwgyl) £ dh swpp wnbnbughnwlub
Ukpnnubph  Yhpundwdp, wyn pymd  nbnbuwghnwfwi-ijwupugpuljwi,
Jhdwljugpulwt, hwdbdwwnwlwb b JEpnsujut dkpnnubpny: 4hpnisulju
woiunwpt  hpwwiuglt; k' SWOT dbpnnh Yhpundwdp npuim] huly
tywunbiny gnuqughuljuit  winbumpnibubph Ynnldhg  wgpnuiniphquh
Juquuljipydwtt wnbsynn nidkn, pniy; Ynnutph, htwpwynpnipnitubph b
hunspugnunbiph hwmdwwywpthwly yepnisdwiin:

Munudttwuhplnd wgpnuumiphquh gbpp qpunusnipjutt wybjugdw
gnpdmd’ nuntdtwuhpmpjut wpgnibipikpp  Joywunkt  uunbkph Ypu
hhdtJwé pwquudupnipnitibph b punupwljwinipyut dowldwip, npnup
Uninnykt  goiqujut puwlpsnipjutt unghwp-nbnbuwlut - wupdwuubkph
pupbjuydwipn: Uju twb hwdwhmbs b wqqujhtt qupqugdwut wydbih jugu

320



wnwetwhbppnipniutubphl, ubkpunyjuy gniquiui Juyniunipinitp,
nwpwowopewuhtt hwjwuwpnipiniup b gpnuwgpenipjut qupqugnidn:
Pwtimh puntp. wgpnuiniphqu, hntpuinguwjhtt phqubu, wpjpwnwntnbp,
gniquuninbunipjut  qpunyuoénipjnil, wbuwghtt wbwnbunipniuttp, SWOT
Jbpnidnipinil, hwdwjiph qupqugnid, ggniquljut juyniunipmniie

POJIb ATPOTYPU3MA B ITIOBBIIWEHUU 3AHATOCTU CEJIBCKOT'O
HACEJIEHMSI: TPUMEP JIOPUCKOI'O PETHOHA

HOBHHAP KOYAPSH
I'PAYBA I'PUT'OPAH

AHHOTAUA

ArpoTypu3M MpeaCTaBIsSeT COO00M OTpaciab, HAXOMAIIYIOCS Ha dTale aKTUBHOTO
pOCTa, MOCKOJIBKY CEIbXO03MPOU3BOAUTEIM CTPEMSATCS K TUBEPCU(PHUKALIMY ACITECIBHOCTH U
YBEIUUCHUIO JTOXOAOB. MIHTErpamms CelbCKOro XO3SMCTBAa W TYpPHU3Ma, ITOJIYYHBIIAA
Ha3BaHUE «arpoTypHU3M», BBICTYIaeT B KaueCTBE HOBOI'O AKOHOMHYECKOIO ApaiBepa.
Bmecre ¢ TeM Takoe OOBEAMHEHHE IMOPOXKIACT OMNPEICIEHHBIC BBI3OBHI U IPABOBHIC
CJIOXKHOCTH TSI CyOBEKTOB arpOTYPUCTUIECKOHN JIEATEIHHOCTH.

Lenbio HACTOSAIIETO UCCIIEAOBAHUS SBISIETCS ONPENEICHUE TOT0, KAKUM 00pa3oM
pa3BUTHE arpoTypu3Ma MOXKET CIOCOOCTBOBATh JUBEPCH(PHUKAIIMK CEIBCKOW SKOHOMHUKH,
CHIDKEHUIO YPOBHS 0e3pabOTHIBI M MPOJBMKEHUIO YCTOWYMBBIX MCTOYHHKOB CPEJICTB K
CYIIIECTBOBaHUIO B pernoHe. Kpome Toro, B MCCIIeIOBaHUU aHAIM3UPYIOTCS BO3MOXKHOCTH
U PUCKH BHEIIHEH Cpeapl, a TakKe BBIJCISIFOTCS MPEUMYIIECTBA M HEIOCTaTKH
paccMaTpuBaeMoOi KOHIEMIIHH.

CrnemyeT OTMETHUTB, YTO MOJEIh MHTETPAITBHOTO CEIHCKOTO Pa3BUTHS HAPSAY C
MOJICpHM3AINEHN CENBCKOTO XO3SIMCTBA MPENAIOIaraeT pPa3BUTHE COMYTCTBYIOIIUX BUOB
JIeSITEJILHOCTH.

B pamkax wccnenoBaHus OBUIM W3YYE€HB HCTOPUYECKHE, KYyIbTypHBIE U
MIPUPOJIHBIE YCI0BUA JIOpUICKOTO pernoHa Kak OCHOBA JIJIs pa3BUTHS arporypusma. Kpome
TOTO, MTPOAHATU3UPOBAHEI PECYPCHBIN TOTCHIIMANT PETHOHA M TIEPCIIEKTUBBI CTAHOBIICHUS
arpOTYpUCTUYECKON  JEATENBHOCTH.  PecTpyKTypu3amuisi TOCTHHHYHOTO  CEKTopa
paccMarpuBaeTcs Kak CTpaTernveckas MHUIMATUBA, HAlpaBJICHHAS Ha CO3J]aHie pa0odmX
MecT. Takxke mpoBeAEH aHATN3 CHIIBHBIX U CJIA0BIX CTOPOH JOMOXO3SIHCTB, BOBICUEHHBIX B
arpoTypHU3M.

MeTomoJ10Tusl HCCIEOBAHUS BKJIIOYACT HCIONB30BAHUE PANAa DKOHOMHUYECKHUX
METOJOB: OIHUCATENbHOIO, CTATUCTUYECKOIO, CPABHUTEIBHOTO M aAHAIUTHUYECKOTO.
OcHoBHOlMl wHCcTpyMeHT aHanmm3a — wmeron SWOT, mno3BosmBmmi  chopMHpOBaTh
KOMIUIEKCHOE TPEJICTABICHUE O CHIIBHBIX U CIA0BIX CTOPOHAX, BOBMOXKHOCTSAX U yTpo3ax,
CBSI3aHHBIX C OpraHU3aIiel arpoTypu3Ma Ha 6aze pepMepCKux X035 HCTB.

[Tytém amamm3a podM arpoTypu3Ma B TOBBINICHWH 3aHATOCTH HCCJICIOBAHHE
BHOCHT BKJIAJ B pa3pab0OTKy CTpaTeTruid U MOJUTHK, OCHOBAHHBIX Ha JOKa3aTeIbHOM Oa3se,
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HAaIpaBJICHHBIX Ha YJIYYIICHHWE COLUAIbHO-DKOHOMUYCCKOTO ITOJIOKEHHUSA CEJILCKOTO
HaceneHus. Pabora Tak:ke COOTHOCHTCS ¢ OOIICHAIIMOHAIbHBIMU IIPUOPUTETAMHU Pa3BUTHA,
BKJIOUYasi YCTOMYMBOE CEIIbCKOE PA3BUTHE, BBHIPABHUBAHUEC PETHMOHANIBHBIX Pa3IHuUN U
pa3BUTHE TypU3Ma.

KiroueBble  cjioBa.  arpoTypu3M, TOCTHHHYHBIH  OH3HEC,  3aHATOCTb,
CEJIbCKOXO3SIMCTBEHHAsT 3aHATOCTh, JoMoxo3siicTBa, SWOT-ananu3, pa3Butue OOIIUH,
YCTOHYHMBOE CEIILCKOE Pa3BUTHE.

THE ROLE OF AGROTOURISM IN ENHANCING RURAL EMPLOYMENT: A
CASE STUDY OF THE LORI REGION

TSOVINAR KOCHARYAN
HRACHYA GRIGORYAN

Abstract

The integration of agriculture and tourism, commonly referred to as agrotourism,
has emerged as a novel economic stimulus in rural areas. Agrotourism is a rapidly growing
sector, driven by the need for producers to diversify their income sources and enhance
profitability. While that integration presents significant opportunities, it also introduces a
range of challenges, including legal and regulatory complexities for operators.

This study aims to explore how the development of agrotourism can contribute to
rural economic diversification, reduce unemployment, and promote sustainable livelihoods
in the Lori region of Armenia. It also seeks to identify the opportunities and risks associated
with the development of agrotourism, as well as to assess the strengths and weaknesses of
the concept within the broader context of rural development. The model of integrated rural
development, which emphasizes modern agriculture alongside complementary activities
such as agrotourism, serves as a conceptual foundation for the research.

The study examines the historical, cultural, and natural assets of the Lori region as
enabling conditions for the development of agrotourism. It also evaluates the region’s
resource endowment and assesses its potential for expanding agrotourism. The restructuring
of the hospitality sector is identified as a strategic initiative to foster job creation.
Methodologically, the research employs a combination of economic-descriptive, statistical,
comparative, and analytical approaches. The core analytical framework is based on the
SWOT method, which enables a comprehensive assessment of internal strengths and
weaknesses, as well as external opportunities and threats relevant to agrotourism enterprises.

By investigating the role of agrotourism in generating rural employment, the study
contributes to the formulation of evidence-based strategies and policies aimed at improving
the socio-economic well-being of rural communities. It also supports broader national
development objectives, including rural sustainability, regional development, and tourism
sector growth.

Keywords: agritourism, hotel business, jobs, agricultural employment,
households, SWOT analysis, community development, rural sustainability.
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