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Honorable Members of the Knesset, Your Excellencies, Your Eminences,
distinguished guests, dear friends,

First and foremost, I wish to express our deepest thanks to those who extended this
invitation and have made it possible for me to speak before you today. It is no small thing—no
small thing at all—for a Christian cleric, and an Armenian one at that, to stand in the legislative
heart of the State of Israel and to be heard. We thank you. I thank you. And I thank those who
value dialogue, transparency, and justice.
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Giving the Armenian Community a voice in the Knesset is not only vital for us—but is
a powerful testament to the world. It shows that the State of Israel, as a democratic institution,
rejects discrimination. It shows that Israel does not ignore the cries of its Christian minorities.
It shows that Israel believes its Christian citizens and residents deserve to be heard—deserve to
be heard even in the highest halls of governance. This moment affirms the belief that our voices
matter and that the Armenian Christian presence in the Holy Land is not invisible.

The Armenian people are the first Christian nation. Since the first century, our pilgrims
have journeyed to the Holy Land. And since the 4th century, our organized presence as the
Armenian Patriarchate has stood in Jerusalem—a continuous Christian presence, the oldest such
uninterrupted Christian presence in this land. We are not newcomers. We are not strangers. We
are not passersby. We are part of the spiritual DNA of this land.

We have never sought political dominion. Never. Our mission has been and remains
solely a spiritual one. The Armenian Patriarchate has always worked to build brotherhood, not
conflict; to serve the sacred, not to interfere in political affairs. When our people, survivors of
the Armenian Genocide, arrived in Jerusalem seeking refuge, they came not to fight but to pray.
They did not come with political agendas but with broken hearts and peaceful hopes. And it
is a grave tragedy that those same people, or their descendants, now face the threat of being
uprooted once again—not by war, but by hatred, not by state decree, but by unchecked bigotry.

The Armenian Patriarchate and the Armenian people have colored the mosaic of Jerusalem
with beauty and brilliance. We brought the first printing press to Jerusalem. We created the
first illuminated manuscripts. We produced the first distinct ceramics, whose vibrant tiles still
decorate the streets and walls of the Holy City. We have made Jerusalem more beautiful. More
spiritual. More human.

And we continue, to this day, to protect that spirit of Jerusalem—not only for ourselves,
but for all Christians who come here in pilgrimage. We dignify this city, and through our
stewardship, we elevate its sacredness before the eyes of the world.

But despite this long legacy of peaceful presence and cultural contribution, we are today
being spat on—literally and figuratively. Clergy are spat on. Our faithful are spat on. Our
churches are spat on and defiled in unspeakable ways. And this is not a metaphor. It is a reality.
A growing, daily reality. Radical religious minorities, with no regard for the sanctity of other
faiths, have made it a mission to defile us and our sacred presence in this land.

For over two decades, I have personally attended countless interfaith dialogues, conferences,
and meetings with local leaders and rabbis. I have sat at the table of conversation. I have listened.
I have spoken. I have pleaded. But in these last 20 years, the hate has not diminished—it has
grown. In spite of the public condemnations from courageous rabbis and Jewish leaders, these
hateful displays have not lessened but have become more frequent, more severe, and more
intolerable.

And so, I have come to a painful conclusion: no one—not religious authorities, not community
leaders, not even public condemnation—has been able to stop this radical religious minority or
dissuade them from their hateful acts.

And so, I say it clearly, without hesitation: the time for dialogue is not over, but the time
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for legislation has come.

In every Christian-majority country, when Jews face hate crimes, when antisemitism shows
its ugly face, the full weight of the law is brought down upon the perpetrators. And rightly so.
We demand the same dignity. The same protection. The same commitment to justice and dignity.

We do not ask for favor. We ask for fairness.

We are asking the Israeli state—this body, this Knesset—to protect the dignity and honor
of Christian minorities in the same way that other Christian-majority nations protect the dignity
and honor of their Jewish minorities. That is justice. That is democracy. That is Israel at its best.

There is only one measure that can stop this vile, despicable, and illegal behavior. Only
one: The State of Israel must pass a law that imposes fines, and where necessary, imprisonment
for those who assault, spit on, or desecrate Christians or Christian Holy Places.

This is not merely a matter of religious protection. It is a matter of human dignity.

If the State of Israel is truly concerned for its Christian minorities—then let it prove it.
Not just with words, but with action. Not just with statements, but with statutes. Not just with
dialogue, but with laws.

We are not seeking confrontation. We are seeking protection.

We are not asking for special status. We are asking for basic safety.

We are not enemies of this land. We are its oldest Christian guardians.

And we will not stop speaking, acting, and demanding justice until the day comes when
every Armenian cleric and faithful can walk the streets of Jerusalem without fear of humiliation.
Without the fear of indignity. I believe that day is coming soon. And I believe that its arrival can
only be ushered in by the respected members of this legislative body.

May this Parliament, and may this nation, choose justice. Choose dignity. Choose peace.

May God bless all of you. And may God bring us the peace we all deeply seek. Thank you.
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