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« The reference to Greek statues of bron-
ze brought to Armenia and their violent
destruction are most interesting in regard
of the fine head of Aphrodite in the British
Museum found at Satala, now Sadakh /near
the ancient Eriza). Both this head and the
bronze hand found with it bear manifest
evidence of violent destruction and 7t 7s
tempting to think tha! they may be parts
of one of the actual Greek bronze statues
mentioned by Moses of Khorene (Book II.,
ch. XIV.). From the time of the acquisition
of the head it has been usual to date it as
a fourt-century work. Vague doubts are
expressed about the hand, mainly, 1 think,
because the style of this may not seem so
fine as that of the head. This hand would
prove the figure to have been an Aphrodite
of the Cnidian type and again there is a
tendency to question whether the head really
is that of Aphrodite: Further, it is said that
the head «reflects the style of Scopas rather
than of Praxiteles», the author of the Aphro-
dite of Cnidus (Walter's Select Bronzes).



All these remarks spring, I think, from the
desire to sustain the fourth-century date.

In the catalogue of bronzes it is allowed
that «the hand, from its style and the con-
dition of the bronz appears to have belonged
to this statue.» It is added however, «on
these grounds it has been argued that the
original was a copy of the Cnidian Aphro-
dite, but it is by no means certain that the
head represents Aphrodite. »

(Ruqqdneilbipte fufu 41 — . b))

W.R. LETHABY, «An outline History of Arme-
nian Architecturey in the Journal of the Royal

Institut of British Architects, 1922, vol. XXIX
N. 19.
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