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7 Kautz Family YMCA Archives, University of Minnesota Libraries, Minneapolis (MN),
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April 18, 1909
Adana

John R. Mott EsoP.c/o Brown Shipley & Co, 123 Pall Mall, London
Dear Mr. Mott:-

You have doubtless heard of the time we have had in Adana since Wed.
morning. The city was for three days handed over to pillage and fires. Large
number of the people, Armenians & Turks, have been killed & the loss of
property is enormous. The night | have seen have been awful. We have had
Major Doughty-Wylie, British Consul a Mersine’, in Adana during these days
& his presence has been a comfort to us. | have put in my time translating for
him as he had no dragoman, & | have been spending the nights in the
government building, having today had my clothes off & a bath for the first
time since Wed. & | am spending tonight at home, in my uncle’s house. My
uncle & aunt & cousin™& al the Armenians who were gathered here for the
annual meeting are safe, accept two, a Mr. Rogers & a Mr. Maurer'. Under the
circumstances | have done no writing on my article for the Student World"&
can make no definite promise to get it in, for we cannot foresee the future.
Things are much quieter now. My trip to the interior my have to be given up.

| am Yours sincerelyL. P. Chambers

8 FEsq. (Esquire)-lupniuyp’ wwujwiynp wpuinnu UGhgrhuymd, hwdwlugpnipiul
ULy Esq. huwun/nidp gnpéwdynid F iwl wqinjuqupd wupnh puuwnnny:

9 Mersin (Ukpupll) - pwgup-bwjwhwiqhuwn Ghphpugnid, Unwbughg 86 [u
hwpun/-wpluniunp:

0 Lhunnp mbh pp hopkgpugp Mippun/ Okdppupl o Gpa plunwbhpp [nk u
Uhunywh 2., Zuybph qubgyuéughl jnuinnpustbpp Gpypihugnid (1909 p. wyppy), ©.,
2009, tp 375]:

""Student World - GRL Ownupkpipyuw wnwpbjnipnibibph nuwingulwli jw-

dunfnpuljuml - pwpddwl b Zwdwppiuphughl nmuwinpulwlh o pppunnbbuloh
hunlunuphnyeul hwdunnkny wuppkpului:



P.S. Please send on this letter or a copy to the N. Y. comm™. & ask them to
notify the friends whose addresses are on the back of this sheet.

Mrs. Jessie Johnston, Mt. Pleasant, Vancouver, B. C.*

Mr. J. N. Chambers, Kennevar Farm, Woodstock, Ont.™
Mr. Jas. Chambers, National Bank, Norwich, N. Y.

Miss Kate Chambers, Denligh Hall, Bryn Maws, Pa'.

Mr. D. M. Gordon S. D. Queen’s University, Kingston, Ont.

LONRUL 2GULCUDP LUUUU-QBUNRSUSPC UUGMUUSEh GLL
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April 23, 1909
Adana

Dear Mr. Mott:-

A letter from me to you the other day will have notified you that we have
passed through a massacre in the course of which thousands of Armenians +
two of our American missionaries were killed. The Armenians in some quarters
of the city were armed & defended themselves well, killing number of Turks &
wounding more. The massacring and looting continued from Wed. noon, April
14™ to Fri. noon, the 16", then there was a lull, some killing and plundering
continuing alittle, while individual cases reported even till today. In the villages
of the district the Armenians are amost annihilated. This trouble seems to have
been coincident with reactionary disturbances at Constantinople.

As aresult of thistrouble | have been pressed into the service of the English
consul here as temporary dragoman, his own dragomans being afraid to venture
out very much. The fact that the consul is confined to bed with a broken arm has
thrown me into closer relationship with the government as his deputy, than |
would have had as mere interpreter. And | am not only overwhelmed with a
sense of the relief work to be accomplished, but am doing expecting to be
appointed on a commission to wait the devastated regions. | have urged on the
consul’ s behalf to be sent as peace envoy before the brokering was done, but the

2 N. Y. (New York) - Uini 8npph thnuwnughll hwyuaynidp:

% Comm. - byunnp niiah wdbphlyui GRL dhowqquyhl gndpuinki:

" B. C. (British Columbia) - Yuwhwnuyh Fppunwiwlwl Ynnidphw whwbgh
thnuwnuyhll hwggun/nidp:

% Ont. (Ontario) - Ywhwnuyh Ohwnwphn huhwigh hnunuyhl hwwun/nidp:

6 Pa (Pennsylvania) - Udkphlugh @Ehupyjubhu bGwhwigh hnumnughl hwaw-

ynuup:



governor always found objections which he considered sufficient to prevent my
going.

Although | have - in the course of work with Turks —to spend much timein
waiting, both my circumstances & my seepiness have prevented me from
finishing my article for the Student World. When | find time to get it ready |
will send it. But under the circumstances | will ask you to please be limited. |
hope others will get to you afew articles.

May | please have your sanction to devoting myself these days to work in
connection with the consular service & with the relief? (It is estimated there are
15’000 homeless in Adana today.) How long it may take me | do not know, but
hope | may be free to take up again the YMCA work in amonth, at least | shall
not fail to be present at Oxford & at Barmen'’. If the massacres are general, then
it seems to me it will take the Christians long to recover sufficiently from the
blow so as be able to prosecute active association work. However, | still look
forward to a great future of that work in Turkey. Has that the bright moments of
new regime should be so cruelly shattered that people now have no other
thought than to feed & be fed, having neither spirit nor time for higher culture,
physical or mental.

I am Yours sincerelyL. P. Chambers
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May 5, 1909
Adana

Mr. John R. Mott,c/o Brown Shipley & Co, 123 Pall Mall, London
Dear Mr. Mott:-

| regret the statistics and information which | had gathered and was putting
into an article, have disappeared during the troubles of these past three weeks. |
had left the papers in a bundle on the desk in my room on the Wed. morning
that the massacre began, | was caught at the government house where | was
obliged to spend four nights as a refugee. | am glad to say that during that time
twice | have been able to act as dragoman to some extend to Major Doughty-
Wylie our British Consul. During those days our house was filled with hundreds
of refugees. And later on when the awful conflagrations that have destroyed the

77 Barmen (Barmen-Elberfeld)- pupup @bpilwbpuynid, wydd dnigbpnugh dwu:
Uyuinkn 1909 jo. hnijhupli wnknh Fnibakgl; GRC hunlwppnuphuyghln 17-pg Inapbkpuiup:



best part of Adana led us to fear our house would also go, our thing were
packed up and the most valuable goods sent to the consulate. And in all this ado
many of my papers have disappeared. But | hope that you have received from
Mr. McLeuahan of Issmit'®, Dr. Dorman of Beyrut', and Dr. Gates of Robert
Collage® articles which will help to keep Turkey before the eyes of the student
world. The awful blow which the Christian population of this province received
and the reign of terror of the past three weeks make all other problems seem so
unreal. It seems to me as if the world in which I did Y.M.C.A. work was a
totally different world from the one | amin now. And similarly the upheaval at
Constantinople, though seemingly caled favourable to liberty and
constitionalism make on hesitate to pronounce on the future of Turkey& the
prospects of association® work here. | am still hopeful & feel that the Y.M.C.A.
has a great part in the regeneration of Turkey. But just at present the question
of keeping body & soul together, the fight against famine & epidemic, occupy
the whole foreground of our mission. When the smoke clears away a bit, & we
can look around & take stock, then | will be better able to say exactly what kind
of work the Y.M.C.A. can do in Turkey today. And | hope | shall be able to
make some such statement at the Oxford & Barmen conferences.

| am now planning to go to Hadjin®, where | had previously planned to go
Y.M.C.A. work, but there | am now going partly to relieve American ladies
who have been alone during these three weeks of strife, & partly to act as
representative of the British & American consulates. | expect to have my
travelling expenses paid - though nothing has been said on that score — but in
case | will not draw on you for expenses as | am not doing association work.
How long | shall stay in Hadjin depends upon what | find on arriving there.

By waiting so long here for annual meeting, | missed the meeting here
which was broken up & have all my other plans for Y.M.C.A. work until
summer interfered with. But | do not regret having been here to help my uncle
through thiscrisis.

| am enclosing a letter from Anatolia College™, Marsovan®, the only one |
can lay hands on at present. But the statements made therein are amost literally
time for college Y.M.C.A. work throughout Turkey. | also forward some
photographs under separate cover, but numbered, as follows.

" Issmir (Izmit) - Pqupp (Upndtphw) punuppl dkpdwlu Tupnpquinid gnpdéng
Fnipuihw pnjkop:

¥ Beyrut (Beirut) - bjwunp nilih Flypnipnid gnpény upphwlwl pngnpwlwi pnykop:

% Robert Collage- Napkpn pnjke G, NMnpunud’ hpultwgpijws 1863 p. pnpnpulmb
vpupnblphkph nguhg:

2 Association - oquuugnpdynid F npuyku GRC-h hndwlify:

# Hadjin - Zwdl, punup Gypihuynid, Upwbuyhg 155 i hiniupu-wplkyp:

% Anatolia College - Ubunnmpw pmke Uwpgqyubmid’ hpdbwnppjus 1886 p.
ponnpuilpul dhupnbbpiakph nnuhg:

? Marsovan (Marzvan) - Uupqyuil, huywpiul pugup Ukpumuwmhuyh pjuglpnid,
Udwupuypg 49 [ iyntupu-wplin/nunp:



Athletic club (Greek). Anatolia College, Marsovan.

Football team

Orchestra St. Paul’s College®, Tarsus™.

Part of campus.

Students quarrying stone for building St. Paul’s College, Tarsus.
A new student, St. Paul’s College, Tarsus.

I enclose aso five pages printed matter from a report about Mardin?’ High
School. This school is not of a very high grade, but it is doing substantial work,
& | believe has a great future. It may stand as a type of the interior school.
Perhaps some photographs from this report may suit the columns of the student
world.

Please return to me (after you have made al use of them) the letter from
Marsovan & the report from Mardin.

Also please forward to Mr. Gardiner a copy of such photographs or this letter
as you may seefit.

And please excuse me both for my failure to get to you the article you
wanted for the Student World & also for asking you to write the letter to Mr.
Gardiner which | should write myself had | the time.

Assuring you of the interest with which | read your letters, especialy your
account of the work in Russia, & asking your prayers for the destitute & broken
hearts here.

ouA~wWNE

| remain yours sincerely L. P. Chambers
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