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SISIAN (SISAVAN)

J. KHACHATRYAN

The mountainous region of Sisian is situated 6 km to the south of the road
Y erevan-Goris-Stepanakert, on both banks of Vorotan River /altitude 1600 nm/,
217 km far from Y erevan. Sisian is the administrative centre of the region. The
highest peak is the extinct volcano of Mets Ishkhanasar /3552 m/. Sisian was
the centre of the province Syunik of Armenia Mayor, the sit of the lords of
Syunik.

Sisianisrich in historical sites. Thus, 2 km to the north of Sisian is situated
the site of the 3-1% millennia BC Zorats Karer with its citadel, settlement and
tombs. The life here continued also during Hellenistic period.

Syunik is one of the centres of old rock art with rests of rock carvings from
the 5™-2" millennia BC. On the slopes of the mountains Ukhtasar and Jermajur
of Sisian, at the altitude of 2900-3000 m, there are thousands of carvings
representing everyday life details, flora, and fauna of the region with its full
richness /Fig./".

Syunik is aso rich in antique and medieval sites. The architectural school of
Syunik was well known in medieval times. One of the known constructions of
Sisian is St. Gregory temple, built during the last quarter of the 7" century by
Lord Kohazat and with the help of the spiritual head of the province Hovsep the
| /663-682/ and the priest Theodoros, whose sculptural portraits can be seen on
the temple wall. There are also mason symbols present on the temple walls. It
is built from basalt stone, on three-row stylobates. According to its plan and
peculiarities, it resembles the well-known Avan-Hripsime type. From the inner
side, it has four apses all of which are equal to each other and have three big
windows. The corner rooms have wide and canonical sacristies. The outer
frontons are elaborated by wide and on sides triangular harmonious niches
which are interesting solutions to space organization. The cornice ornamented
with wattle is especially noteworthy, on the main four facets of which sculptural
portraits of the evangelists are depicted with corresponding inscriptions”.

! Karakhanyan G. H., Safyan P. G. The Rock-Carvings of Syunik, Archaeological Sites of
Armenia 4, Yerevan 1970, 5-46, fig. 7-10 /in Armenian/, with corresponding literature.

2 Barkhudaryan S. Corpus of Armenian Epigraphics, v. 2, Yerevan 1996 /in Armenian/;
S.Ch. Mnatsakanyan, The Syunik School of Armenian Architecture, Yerevan 1960 /in Armenian/;
S Mnatsakanyan, The Sculptural Portraits of Ssavan and the Problem of the Building Period of
the Temple, Herald of Social Sciences 10, 1961 /in Armenian/; Eremyan A.B., The Temple of
Hripsime, Yerevan 1955 /in Russian/; Tokarskiy N.M., The Architecture of Armenia. 5-14"
Centuries, Yerevan 1961 /in Russian/.
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Fig. 1. Map of the Sisian region
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The Cist-Grave of Sisian

In spring of 1988 on the place of Shharstan /city place/ of Sisian, on the
western slope of the hill named Sacrifice, 50 m north of the tomb of the lord of
Syunik, a cist-grave was accidentally opened. Only the basalt stone of its
eastern edge was in situ, the other parts were fragmented and were spread
around. Investigations showed that there had been a double burial. The content
of the first was thrown out during the second burial. The black polished pottery
fragments found on the site allowed us to presume, that the first burial took
place at the beginning of the 1% millennium BC. When was the second tomb
erected, to be robbed for the second time in 1988? Only the silver coin of the
emperor Augustus Octavianus and a bronze ring with oval dashboard were
found in the grave. The human bones thrown away were in bad condition. It was
possible to identify that the skeleton was that of ayoung man.

Silver Aureus/Av./ of Augustus Octavianus (fig.4,5)

- the head of Augustusin laurel wreath /looking to the right/.

CAESAR AUGUSTUSDIVI PATER PATRIAE
/R/ C.L. CAESARES AUGUSTI F COSDES| PRINC IVVENT.

Gayus and Lucius Caesars wear togas and stand erect, their hands resting on
two shields standing between them, beyond the shields there are two spears, on
the upper part a simpulum /to the left/ and a sacrificing vessel - litus /to the
right/.

The coins of Augustus Octavianus were in circulation for along time and
this coin type was widespread. They boast depictions of Gaius and Lucius
Caesars, aswell as Agrippa s offspring and Augustus daughter.

It is supposed that these coins were minted in the al-imperia minting house
of Lugudun /contemporary Lyon/ of Gallia where golden and silver coins were
produced during along time span. The time of minting these coins dates back to
2 BC-11 AD®. The fact that these coins are spread in many regions /Armenia,

¥ Mashkin N. A. Principate of Augustus. The Origin and the Social Content, Moscow-
Leningrad, 1949, Tab. 1X/12-13 (in Russian); Zograf A. Antique Coins, Moscow-Leningrad,
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Georgia, the Near East, Asia Minor, Southern India, the Balkans, Germany,
Spain etc./ helped the experts arrive at conclusion that there also existed other
all-imperial minting houses, which could produce them®. By the way, this type
of coins has many imitations to be minted in different local minting houses of
the empire.

A Ring with Gemma ( fig. 2,3)

Thering is made of bronze semicircular and thin wire, which dightly widens
in the place where it meets the oval dashboard /diameter 1,9 cm, width of the
wire 1,5 mm, dashboard 1,5 x 1,3 cm/. The gemma s divided into three parts by
white /opal/ wire, the central glass is blue, and the sided glasses are green.
It wears a gilded theatrical mask and represents a face of an angry old man
with half-opened semicircular mouth and deep eyes. His hair is combed to the
back and is tied on forehead with a winding and wide band. The beard is
depicted in more lush and direct lines.

Theatrical masks were popular in Hellenistic and late antique periods. Such
masks often appear in Armenia, as well. In the bullae archives of Artashat there
are many depictions of masks of man /both old, and young/, women and
children®. Among them, there are masks of an old man, a slave as well as of
Silen reminiscent of the Sisian sample.

It is worth mentioning a late antique bronze lamp’ found in Artsakh /Lachin/
(fig. 6), the dashboard of which boasts a stylized mask of a bearded man. The
way of elaboration of the beard and of hair reminds us of the mask of Sisian
gemma. Both Sisian and Artsakh masks do not represent a certain image. These
are only theatrical masks which are very often seen on silver bowls with
Bacchic plots, on mosaics especialy from the 1% century AD, as well as on
seals and other objects of applied arts. The lamp from Artsakh is made in one of
the eastern provinces of Roman Empire, supposedly in Syria, and dates back to
the 192™ centuries AD. The gemma of Sisian is made evidently in Cappadocia
or Syria, with whose regions Armenia maintained close political and economic
relationships. It does not belong to the end of the 1% century BC and beginning
of the 1% century AD, as some authors think®. The fact that the flat type of

1951, Tab. XXII/3 (in Russian); Dundua G. A. Numismatics of Antique Georgia, Thilisi, 1987,
158, nos. 48-56, 160, nos 68-76 (in Russian).

4 Mattingly H. Coins of the Roman Empire in the British Museum, vol. I, London, 1923, 81-
91, nos. 519-538, 540-543, Pl. CXIll; Golenko K.W. Money Circulation of Colchis in Roman
Times, Leningrad, 1964, 41-42 (in Russian).

5 Khachatryan Zh., Neverov O. The Archives of Ancient Artashat, Yerevan, 2008,
Pl. VI/457, 460c-476 (in Russian).

® 1hid, 461,467, 468.

"Kinzhalov R. B. A Bronze Lamp from Zerta (Reports of Azerbaijan SSR Academy of Scien-
ces X, 1954, 667-672, fig. 1, 2 (in Russian); Trever K.W. Sudies on the History and Culture of
Caucasian Albania. 4" Century BC-7"" Century AD, Moscow-Leningrad, 1959, 345 (in Russian).

& Manukyan A. B. Glyptik of Ancient Armenia /6" Century BC-3" Century AD/, Autoreferat
of PhD Dissertation, Yerevan, 1992, 14, 16, 17 (in Russian).
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gemmasis typica of the late antique period and that Augustus Octavianus coins
werein circulation later as well, highlights the idea that the Sisian ring can date
to the 1% century AD /fig. 2, 3/. From what has been said above, it is clear that
the tomb under consideration was erected in the 1% century AD.

UPUPUL (UPUUMUL)

UUSr8UL d. k.
Udthnthnud

Uhupwil plufunjuypp quininid F Cpliui-nphu-Unkhubumlbpun Jwin-
wwphhg 6 [ hwpuwy, Apnuul qhnp Epgnt ahbphl (pupdp’ 1600 U):
Cpounphulyus b jknbbpny: Muwndwluwi Zuywanwih  UkS Zuyph Umnibhp
hwhwhgh bwpupupulwl nwl nunwblh FoEpky: Zhufugpp hwpniuwn F
wwwndwluwl hnipwpdwhibpny: Uhupwbhg 2 [l Aniupu gqubhwwindly ko
Up.w. -] huwqupudjulikph «Qnpug pup» winiiny hnipwpdwiwfunidep,
wpngp, fpnujEfubkp: Umnibhpp duynupybunp hinugniyl oowfulbphg b huyunap Ei
Up.w. V-II hwqupudjulabph duynugunbpakpp: Uph hupniawn EFhwlh winpl b
Upolmunupyull hnipwupdwbbbpny: Upwhun/np F Unipp Qphgnph nwdwpp (VI p.
Ybpopli pupnpn): 1988 p. Uhupwil wyjwih «@upupunbnh» nsjws Juypnid
«Cnhwpkpnipuly piph wplbdywl jubohl pugyly b [phiwlh punnidng uay-
wplnuyhll pudpwupul: Unwohlp pyugnynid b dpow. I huwqupudjulh ulgrnty
(hugunlnupkpyly B jubglnkiap dimgnpnbln), Ephpnpnp* o je. I nupny:

Qulnfk; El Ognuwninu Ofunupwinup opowmlth wpdwplk ppud b ppnbgh
Ghuwpninp pupwl jupny duinwip, npp wywlk bkpghph Jpo yunbpdws
Jpuwnbpuliul nulkqod phuwly: YEpoplu wnkpuynid I Upguifupg (Lushly) hugunin-
phpyws’ nip winnhl sopowlh ppnigl dpugh Juhwbwmhl wunlkpywmés dnpnipny
wnnudwpgnt phdwhia:

CHICHAH (CICABAH)
XAYATPSH XK. JI.

Pestome

ITocenenue Cucuman pacmosnoxeHo B 6 kM K tory or Tpaccsl EpeBan-T'opuc-Cre-
ImaHakepT, Ha obeux Oeperax p. Boporan. IlocemenHue 6Gorato MCTOpUYECKUMU
DAMATHUKAME, B YacTHOCTH, II€PHOZA AHTUYHOCTH M CpPEJHEBEKOBbSI. 37eCh
Haxoxutcss mepkoBs CB. I'puropa (mocremuss derBeprs VII Bexa). B 1988 romy B
moc ,nke Cucman, Ha 3amafHoOM CKiIOHe xoinma KeprBompuuoweHve” GbLia
BBLABJIEHA IPOOHUIA C BTOPUYHBIM 3aXOPOHEHHEM, IIPU 3TOM IIEPBOE AATUPYETCS
HAYaJIOM IIEPBOTO THICAYENeTHs OO H. 3., a BTOpOe — IEPBRIM BEeKOM H. 3. B
pe3yibTaTe PacKOIIOK OOHApyXeHBI KepaMUdecKHue W3Jenusd, cepeOpsHas MOHeTa
smoxu Asrycra OkraBuaHa ¥ OpOH30BBIM IIepCTeHb, Ha CTEKJIAHHOM BCTaBKe
KOTOpOro OblIa M300pakeHa II030JI0Y€HHAas TeaTpajbHAas MacKa, KOTOPYIO MOXHO
COOTHECTH C aHTUYHON OGpOH30BOM remmoii u3 Apuaxa (JlauuH) ¢ Mackoil 6opoza-
TOTO MY>KYIHBL.



