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29 September 1965
Custodian

Manuscript Department
The British Museum
London, England

Dear Sir,

not coming
| promised.
y son, it

Please accept my apologies for
to you personally this morning as
Because of previous plans made by m
was necessary that we leave London early mor-
ning.

Here is the explanation of the error | found
in the Index of the Catalogue of Armenian Ma-
nuscripts.

The eighth line of column
reads: « Lazar, Archbishop and Abbot © :
in 1604, 71b ». On the referred page, but in
column a, the original Armenian reads: «bit ‘1Ib—
pn) wnwglinpyph unipp nijumnjin Ll}llll]l:l_lllbluh[l[‘“'
Skp Nwqup wphbupulnynupls

Translated, this should read: « And to our
prelate of St. Asdwadzadzin [Holy Motherl]
Convent, Sir [?, «most holy», for an Archbi-
shop] Lazar, Archbishop ». Whereas, in the next
column (b), as referred to by ths Index, the
translation reads: « Sir Lazar, Archkishop, was
Abbot or our [my underscore] Convent ». Note
the omission, in the translation, of the name
of Atish because he had read in the begining
of the manuscript that it was written in the
village of Atish, in 1604.

2 on page 375
f Atish,
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May | add three important facts in support
of the correction:

1) Even if the name of the -convent were
omitted from the original Armenian, listing the
archbishop as being of Atish would be in error,
because «our Convent» should have been trans-
lated simply as it was written — «our Convent»
— with no reference to a location. The people
of Atish or Harbato (another village mentioned
in the manuscript — the birthplace of the bu-
yer) referred to St. Asdwadzadzin Convent as
their convent and the abbot as their abbot.

2) There were two convents in the region
bearing the name St. Asdwadzadzin — in Chun-
koosh, which is near Atish, and one in Argeni,
wich is near Harbato.

3) It is common knowledge that the referred -
to Archbishop Lazar was the Abbot of the Con-
vent at Argeni in 1604.

Permit me to cite two additional paragraphs
from the reverse side of page 248. The first is
by the author of the manuscript (written in
Atish): « This is the work of a sinful and un-
worthy servant of the servants of God, Parsegh,
who is burdened with sins. Remember him in
your prayers ». The second is about (and pos-
sibly, by) the priest who acquired the manu-
script and donated it to the Convent at Argeni:
« This ’‘St. Mashtotz’ that belonged to Rev. O-
han, son of Setrag of Harbato, has been pla-
ced in St. Asdwadzadzin Convent of Argeni in
memory of his kind soul ». It is not clear as to
who gave it to the Convent. But it is stated
elsewhere that he gave it.

Thanking you again for your many courtesies
to me and for permitting me to draw this to
your attention, | remain

Respectfully,
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