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“TO HIS EXCELLENCY, THEODORE RO-
OSEVELT, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sir: The Armenian Church, one of
the oldest Churches of the East,
adopted Christianity before other
Eastern Nations and for centuries her
Kings and Pontiffs engaged in war
against Mohammedanism and fire
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worship. After having lost her own
independence, our nation first opened
the doors into the Far East with her
commerce which extended from India
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Armenian Church have preserved
intact the religion, they adopted at the
time of the Apostles, and have, by
God’s grace preserved their language
to the present time. Our people
remain to-day faithful to their belief
and faithful to the suzerain nation.
They endeavored peaceably to prog-
ress, to the extent that circumstances
permitted, in science and in the Arts,
in handicrafts, in agriculture, in
commerce, and such public offices
as their Rulers entrusted to them. And
to-day on the threshold of the
twentieth century of progress and
liberty our people, in despair, present
their humble request to your Excel-
lency by the feeble voice of their
unhappy pastor, and beg the powerful
intervention of your Excellency on
behalf of the oppressed and unfortu-
nate population of the Province of
Armenia in Turkey.

Your Excellency knows that at the
Congress of Berlin the Armenian
people raised its voice in protest
against their oppressors, the Kurds,
the Turks, and the Tcherkesses. This
voice was heard in 1878 before the
Powers of Europe; at which time I
was Archbishop and Ex-Patriarch of
Constantinople, delegated to the
Congress and the first to protest
against Ottoman rule, knowing, from
near at hand, its acts of oppression,
tyranny and violation. I went through
Europe, to England and France,
Germany; Austria and Italy while my
colleague, the Archbishop Khoren
Nar Bey went to Russia where the
Tsar Alexander II, the Liberator, was
still reigning. The Congress found our
claims just and Article 61 of the
Treaty of Berlin was enacted.
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May it please your Excellency, I
do not wish to be tedious, but I cannot
hide the reality of these things.
During the last quarter of a century
the state of our peaceful Armenians
has become worse instead of better
and more wretched by heavier and
heavier taxes, by numerous imprison-
ments and horrible tortures, by exile
and extensive emigration. My people
are diminished and worn out by
repeated and general massacres, and
by forced conversion and by
systematic barbarity. Children and
youths are not spared, the innocence
of numberless young girls has been
outraged, priests have been flayed
while the country had been reddened
with the blood of old men, many
venerable clergy tortured and the
savings and property of an innocent
people plundered. The sap of life and
activity is dried up, and its present
vitality is only a mere skeleton.

The worst thing is that the of-
ficials, soldiers, Kurds and Tcherkes-
ses let loose, are not satisfied with the
massacres which they provoke and
which, begun in 1895, lasted till 1896.
Horrible massacres of the same kind
are perpetrated in Sassoun and Mush,
in the Province of Bitlis and they
threaten to gradually overflow all the
Armenian provinces. As the chief of
the Universal and Apostolic Arme-
nian Church and as spiritual Father of
the Armenian people scattered over
the world, sharing the happiness of
my children and their sufferings and
martyrdom, and believing that the
state of my people in Turkey is
unbearable, and after having explain-
ned previously and truthfully the
sorrowful reality of the situation, bent
under the weight of my eighty five

Nunnuwp Gwupmulju i hwlnbu « Heropuko-duiororndeckuti xypHar « Historical and Philological Journal 2025 Ne 1



42 Qujwib Uwfudnipjw, Ubnipwdwb Qupwnwb

Jwilg‘ Flup&[uugillil Lfm[nl_luubp u;flipﬁ-
qulJ[I Lutfliiu.ullnp I prnpnn &wlfla‘
dusllggpass (Spy  wrmasly sl
ﬁiizl[w&, Ly fuy - ne wiuflill [uf dn-
gl prapopmfdymiy  bpuspfu]n-
[717[’"— Cunfulpf

K/ 5w7141.uimuf &’1-‘”[7[ "/Z apzl.u—
fputpusg of bpffits [Fuusfia, m's by Prasmgpru-
mm_il[ﬂlbp[t [t—huzl_uu[nplul[wil zl_mJ[tunfl[lfl
Qunf Fulp&[nugilli[ ﬂ‘nL[_'[lilJulililbp[l dn-
oy fbple Ungrdp, puyy unflyp
Zwm‘ [11niuul14wFLu[1 CuIJHm_Lf .7} [5‘[7—
[Hriughily  [Puygusinfws  dngmfpnf g
&wflluugl.u& CWFIIWJ[lil Flirlﬂ, I[Lulfl.un_w—
qulilillipfl oL wgng g bpﬁ[l_lilim_ﬁ—
Jm_ilE Lfbp illu4luilll_ilb[1[l [zmngm.d' I
LupuuuumCLfLuimuf, wpqu_wllﬂw&ilbp[l
bpuusnpupdts fpklig Quipuguan: bplyhpp,
[E‘Luluﬁu{w& ulil[1ull[l.uilnL[¢7Jwil Qunnne-
H’"—JE; Fwimuupluwlilbp[l illi[mufﬂ, wy-
opﬁilnLﬂJnl_ililbpﬁ ll_lnf Fﬂllﬂ#lilﬂL [l[ull—
frbipp, dfusypkifs - ppghpfy,  §bpply-
by, sl bpgaalpasts iyl iy
Luil&iuullluil u[wzmuiwilm_[ﬂ'/wil [l[ull—
l[ﬂLiI#E, I, lllipgwu[bu, nn .Bp[mmnil./w
mlipm_ﬁlm_ilillipﬂ q_m_gli nLibinul [11117215
CuqnllﬂLﬁJluil 7ln[1 qulilﬂilillipaf

ﬂpuibuzlﬁ wyu [uniuup4 [uiuHuuil.gE
Cwuilbp 3[7[111_ %pluzlwilynLﬂJwilE, bu
Eflmplig[l 17[1[["1_ lll[10lulilull{ﬂ[1 lTlllTllngul—
quitibipp Uslipplpasgfy, o lunnnusipy b
Wwpullluuuuuilﬁ Cw'/ Lup@lﬂl[ﬁul[nu[nu—
by infuspy UnspasGpusyfes b anfup Uy
l{llllﬂ(/l.uil[lil: anunl{ ki, Q[Tlﬂl_ q'lipul—
:Zulilgm_ﬁlm_fl, np mqnﬁ#u Ll_m_gli uyur-
uuuu[uluil zl_mil[l Q[i[ﬂl_ q'b[uuzlwilgm_[z—z‘-
Jluil qul[nl_wuﬁ[uul[wil zlzl_ulgm_zﬁlbpnuf,
I u:ﬂip[llluJJ[I CJan q:.un_uu{ullml_ﬁlwfl
uil.uzmuiwflnLﬁJLuﬂ ne tf[lzl.ulfan[E‘wal
QunpSfuf fif sfyinyfs Irprifnepnp qantfs
Lf[1 1[1:1#[1 [z:w:luIllnLﬂJnl_il I wu[w4n-
I{m_ﬁlnl_fl, [1712[1 Cuufulp CWI{[lmeilu
li[1ul['uml.uu[ul[1m ) lfilullm_:

u:ln[fz‘m_d' 1.7) Q[T[nl_ q‘bpwauilgﬂl_ﬁ—
Jluil l['/wil.B[l 4Lud'wl1,

LOUhLOBL

Ll.l.llj.l.l.l‘lil 2l.l.l‘ll.l.ll.ll.l1l.|.lil|jl I.ll.l.l[a‘nl'l_lrll.lnl.l

UurshQ U»:

years, 1 humbly implore your Excel-
lency to have the supreme kindness to
raise the all-powerful and protesting
voice of humanitarian America to
assure the welfare of my suffering and
innocent people now severely oppres-
sed under the Mohammedan yoke.

I do not wish to seek either for the
last crown of Arsacedes or for the
royal scepter of Bagratides; nor do I
wish to raise the standard of the Lion
surmounted by the Cross of the Rube-
nians, but most humbly to request the
lightening of the burden of taxation
that weighs down a despoiled people;
the free circulation of merchants and
others in the interior of our provinces
and abroad; the return of emigrants to
their native country; the restitution of
raided property; the pardon of priso-
ners; the right to protest against
iniquities; the right of personal defen-
ce against savage Kurds, Tcherkesses,
Mohammedan fanatics, and finally
that the Christian Powers may have
new regulations under their control.

In order that this humble request
should rich your Excellency, I have
selected two worthy ecclesiastics,
Monseigneur Saradjian and Mon-
seigneur  Ayvadian, = Armenian
Archbishops of America, India and
Persia. I earnestly hope, your Excel-
lency, that my prayer may find a
response in your Excellency’s huma-
nitarian feeling, and thanks to the
protection and intervention of the
powerful Government of America my
sorrowful people will find a little
peace and security for which I shall
forever remain grateful.

I pray for the life of your Excel-
lency,

ETCHMIADZIN
Catholicos of all Armenia MKRTICH I””.
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[IUCBMA MKPTUYA XPUMSHA OT 30 MAS 1904 I. [IPE3UJIEHTAM
®PAHIIUU U CILIA B KOHTEKCTE ITPOBJIEMbI PEOOPM
B 3AIIATHO APMEHUU

T'ASHD MAXMYPSH, AHYIIABAH 3AKAPSH
Pesome
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ckas umnepus, pegpopmul, pesus, camoobopona Cacyna 1904 2., Teooop Py3-
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B 1878-1904 rr., u ocobenno ¢ 1895 roma, nmura Henmpumupumas O00prOa
Mexay OnoxkoMm Benmkux nepikaB, TOOMBABIIMXCSI OCYIICCTBICHHS pedopM B
3amagHoW ApMeHunu, cTpajaBiied nmog uroMm OcCMaHCKOW UMIEpPUU, U CTPEM-
nenreM Bricokoii [TopTel copBaTh 3TH npoueccsl. Anrnus, @pannus u Poccns,
IpU BCEX MPOTUBOPEUMUSIX U CONEPHUUYECTBE MEXIY HUMM, BbIpabaThIBAIN COB-
MECTHBIE€ IPOTrPaMMBbl, YTOOBl YTBEPAUTh KaIMTAIUCTUYECKHE OCHOBBI B Oc-
MaHCKOW uMmnepnn. B nu3BecTHOM MeMopaHyme, moanucanaoMm 11 mas 1895 r.
B Koncrantunonone nmocnamu stux crpan @. Kappuy, [1. Kam6onom u A. Henu-
JIOBBIM, 3amaaHas ApMEHHUs paccCMaTpUBaNach Kak €WHas TEPPUTOPUS yIIpaB-
JIEHWs, IIO/BEPraroIasics roCyIapcTBOM HAIMOHAJIBHBIM, SKOHOMHYECKUM U
aJMUHHUCTPAaTUBHBIM NpuTecHeHusIM. He jxenas orpaHuuuBaTh CBOIO Oecmpe-
JEJIbHYI0 aBTOKPAaTUIO U Oe3ylepXHYH 3KCIUIyaTallulo apMsH JaXke 3JIEMEH-
TapHBIMU 3aKOHaMH, Beicokas Ilopra 3amMeHMIIa HaBA3BIBAEMBIE €1 HOBOBBEIEC-
HUSI TIOJIMTUKOW W3THAHUS apMsH ¢ WX POAMHBI M JMIIEHUS aBTOXTOHHBIX
JKUTeNen ux 3eMiid. 3anagHas ApMeHHs cTajla MUIIEHBIO CaMOTo JUKOTO HACH-
TSI CO CTOPOHBI KYPACKHX IUIEMEH, MOJHMLUU U PEryIspHON apMuM. 31ech He
OBUTO YCIOBHH Jake ISl oOecIredeHHs] MUHUMATbHOW O€30TaCHOCTH JKHU3HH,
COOCTBEHHOCTH U NEPEBIKEHUS JTHOIEH.

CtpeMHuBIINHCS TOMOYb CBOEMY Hapo 1y MKpTHY XPpUMSH OBLI IIPHUBIICUEH K
pa3paboTKe TrocyAapCTBEHHBIX MporpamMm o pedopmax ¢ 1876 rona. 13 urons —
13 nrons 1878 1. OH Kak IJ1aBa Jiesierayy MpeacTaBml JOKYMEHTHl yYaCTHUKaM
Bepnunckoro konrpecca. Ilocie maccoBbIX aOayniraMHIOBCKHX IOTPOMOB
1894-1896 rT1., 23 saBaps — 18 uronsg 1904 r. CacyH cHOBa cTaj )KepTBOU 3TOM
HOJIMTHKUA. B 3TOM Kpae MajodMCIICHHBIE OTPSABI CaMOOOOPOHBI CTApaIHCh
3alUTUTh OT rocyaapcTBeHHoro teppopa 30 Teicsiu apMsH. Bo Bpems Hamane-
Hus ocMaHckod apmuu Ha CacyH, 30 mas 1904 r., KaTONMKOC MOATOTOBMII
NUCbMa W HampaBW Jelierauuio K mnpesuneHty Ppanmmm Omumo JlyGe,
Oputanckomy kopoiio Onyapay VII u npesunenty CILIA Teomopy PysBenbty.
1 uroHs XpUMSH COCTaBUII IIUCbMO, aJPECOBAHHOE POCCUIICKOMY HUMIIEpaTopy
Huxomnaro II. Ucxons u3 maiickoro memopanayma 1895 1., MKPTHY W30
Ipe3uIeHTaM MUHUMAaNbHBIe TpeOoBaHMA 0 pedhopmax, oOpamasich Kk Bemrkum
JepkaBaM C IPOCkO0il MPOKOHTPOIMPOBATH OCYIIECCTBICHHE HOBOBBEICHHM. 18
utong 1904 r. aHanoruyHele TpeOOBaHUSI OBUIM MPEICTABICHBI TaKKe HAOIIO-
JABIIUM 32 CACYHCKHMHU COOBITHSIMHA TPEM €BPONECHCKUM KOHCyJaM KOMaH/AH-
pamu cua camoob0oponbl AHapanukoM O3zansiHoM, I'eBoprom Yaymrem u I'era-
MoM Tep-KapaneTsiHoMm.

16 urons, 10 aBrycra u 28 ceHTSIOps 3TOTO K€ roja 4ieHbl ChOPMHUPOBaH-
HOW KaTonMkocoM MxpTudeM XpUMSHOM Jieleranuu — apxuenuckonsl OBcen
Capamxsan u Caak AnBaTsaH Bpyumnd B [lapuxe, JIonnone n BammHrTone ero
MHCBMEHHYIO MPOChOY PyKOBOIUTENSIM 3TUX cTpaH. [liucbMa cBuaeTensCTBOBA-
JIM KaK O HEOOXOJMMOCTH U3MEHUTH NOJIOKEHHE, TaK U O KpaiHell He3alluIleH-
HOCTH apMSHCKOI'O Hapoja, HaXOAMBLIEIOCs B OrPOMHOIl omacHocTH. OnHaKo
oOpalleHus] KaTOJIUKOCa HE NPHHECHIHN JKEJIaeMbIX Pe3ysbTaToB. [ 1aBbl epxas
u, B yactHocTH, npesuaeHT CIIA T. Py3BensT, oco3HaBanu, yto OcMaHcKas
UMIIEPHS HE OCYIIECTBHUT pedopM Oe3 obecrieueHHs BHEITHEH CHIION Haa30pa.
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LETTERS BY MKRTICH KHRIMIAN, DATED 30 MAY 1904, TO THE
PRESIDENTS OF FRANCE AND THE USA IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
REFORM PROGRAMS FOR WESTERN ARMENIA

GAYANE MAKHMOURIAN, ANUSHAVAN ZAKARY AN
Summary

Keywords: letters by Mkrtich Khrimian, Western Armenia, Ottoman Empire,
reforms, massacres, self- defense of Sasun in 1904, Theodore Roosevelt, Emile
Loubet, Edward VII, Hovsep Sarajian, Sahak Ayvatian, Andranik Ozanian,
Gevorg Chaush, Gegham Ter-Karapetian.

An irreconcilable struggle was waged in 1878—1904, and particularly since
1895, between the block of Great Powers seeking to implement reforms in
Western Armenia, that suffered under the yoke of the Ottoman Empire, and the
longing of the Sublime Porte to abort these processes. England, France and
Russia, notwithstanding all controversies and rivalries between them, elaborated
joint programs to establish capitalist fundamentals in the Ottoman Empire. The
ambassadors of these countries Ph. H. Currie, P. Cambon and M. Giers signed the
famous memorandum in Constantinople on May 11, 1895, in which Western
Armenia was regarded as a single territory of governance undergoing to national,
economic and administrative oppression by the state. Unwilling to limit its
unbridled autocracy and infinite exploitation of the Armenians even by most basic
laws, the Sublime Porte replaced mandatory innovations by the policy of
expelling the Armenians and depriving the autochtonous inhabitants of their
lands. Western Armenia became a target of the most savage violence
implemented by the Kurdish tribes, police, and the regular army. There were no
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conditions here to ensure even minimal security for life, property and movement
of people.

Catholicos Mkrtich Khrimian, who tried to help his nation, had been involved
in the elaboration of the state programs of reforms since 1876. From June 13 to
July 13 of 1878, he, as a head of the delegation, submitted documents to the
partakers of the Berlin Congress. After the mass abdulhamidian massacres of
1894-1896 and from 23 January to 18 July of 1904, Sasun became a victim of
this policy again. In this region, small self-defense detachments strived to defend
30 thousand Armenians from the state terror. During the Ottoman army's assault
on Sasun, the Catholicos compiled letters and on May 30 of 1904 sent a
delegation to the President of France Emile Loubet, the British King Edward VII
and the US President Theodore Roosevelt. On June 1, Khrimian addressed a letter
to the Russian Emperor Nicholas II. Based on the memorandum of May 1895,
Mkrtich Khrimian laid out to the Presidents his minimal demands for reforms and
asked for the Great Powers control over the implementation of innovations. On
July 18, 1904, Andranik Ozanian, Gevorg Chaush and Gegham Ter-Karapetian,
the commanders of the self-defence forces, presented similar demands to the three
European Consuls, who observed the Sasun events on the spot.

On July 16, August 10 and September 28 of 1904, the members of the
delegation, formed by the Catholicos Mkrtich Khrimian, Archbishops Hovsep
Sarajian and Sahak Ayvatian delivered his written request to the leaders of these
countries in Paris, London and Washington. The letters testified both to the need
to change situation, and to the fact that the Armenian people was utterly
defenseless and in exceedingly dangerous position. Nevertheless, the appeals of
the Catholicos did not bring the desired results. The heads of the Powers and the
US President T. Roosevelt in particular, realized that the Ottoman Empire would
not implement reforms without external, forceful supervision.
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