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This article analyzes global practices in addressing the socio-economic
challenges of forcibly displaced persons and explores how these can be localized
in Armenia, with a specific focus on forcibly displaced students from Artsakh. It
aims to identify key integration barriers faced by these students in higher
education, including socio-economic hardships, legal and citizenship issues, and
psychological well-being.

A resource-based model for integration was developed, and field surveys
involving over 200 Artsakh students were conducted. Quantitative and qualitative
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1 The article was prepared within the framework of Yerevan State University internal grant:
Economic and Psychological Problems of Adaptation of Forcibly Displaced Students from Artsakh
in Higher Educational Institutions.
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analyses revealed three main categories of challenges: socio-economic issues
(e.g., lack of housing, employment difficulties), social and interpersonal barriers
(e.g., negative societal attitudes toward displaced persons), and individual
psychological struggles (e.g., uncertainty about the future).

The study concludes that sustainable integration requires a coordinated
approach involving social support systems, legal protections, and tailored
educational programs. Further research will continue to explore these adaptation
processes and propose evidence-based policies.

By developing an interdisciplinary research tool, the study seeks to enhance
understanding of the socio-economic and psychological needs of forcibly
displaced students and improve long-term integration strategies.

Keywords: Forced displacement, Integration barriers, Socio-economic adaptation,
Psychological well-being, Higher education, Artsakh students, Resource-based model,
Social support programs.

Problem Analysis

Forcibly displaced persons are groups of individuals who have been compelled or
forced to flee or leave their homes or places of residence to escape various forms of
violence, widespread human rights violations, natural or man-made disasters, particularly
wars and their consequences.

Displacement encompasses scenarios where individuals voluntarily flee their
residences and situations where people are forcibly removed from their homes or
compelled to relocate due to violent actions by specific actors. In essence, the defining
factor is the absence of choice or consent.

At the international level, data on forced migration is collected by various
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, such as the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Organization for Migration (IOM),
and the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) (Forced migration or
displacement 2024).

According to the IOM, forced migration is defined as "a migratory movement that,
although it may be influenced by various factors, involves force, compulsion, or coercion.”

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) defines a forced migrant as any
individual who migrates "to escape persecution, conflicts, oppression, natural and man-
made disasters, environmental degradation, or other situations that threaten their life,
freedom, or livelihood." (Pilbeam J. 2017)

According to UNESCO, forced displacement is "the violent relocation of people
from their residence, environment, or place of employment," with armed conflict being the
primary cause (Unesco, 2019).

From another perspective, researcher Olden Speer argues that even movements
under immediate threats to life contain a voluntary element as long as there is an option
to hide or evade persecution. He states, "Migration can only be considered involuntary
when a person is physically transported out of their country and has no opportunity to
escape from those relocating them." (Martin S. F. 2017)

Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, adopted on August 12, 1949, explicitly
prohibits forced displacement. It states: "Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as
deportations of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying
Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless of their
motive." (Geneva Convention 2018)

On the other hand, according to the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to
the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, refugees are individuals who leave their

179



QhSUUUL UNr8Utu  SCIENTIFIC ARTSAKH  HAYYHbIA APLIAX  Ne 4 (23), 2024

country due to a "well-founded fear" of persecution based on race, religion, nationality,
membership in a particular social group, or political opinion. These individuals are outside
their country of nationality or habitual residence and are unable or unwilling to return due
to this fear.

One of the major challenges of the modern world is the increasing number of
internally displaced persons (IDPs) worldwide. Although there is no official definition of
IDPs, the "Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement," adopted by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 1998, define IDPs as "persons or groups
of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or leave their homes or habitual
places of residence as a result of armed conflicts, internal strife, systematic violations of
human rights, or natural or man-made disasters, and who have not crossed an
internationally recognized state border."

Thus, internally displaced persons are individuals forced to leave their homes,
often for the same reasons as refugees - war, civil conflicts, political disputes, and gross
violations of human rights. However, since they do not cross internationally recognized
state borders, they are not eligible for protection under the same international systems as
refugees.

Global migration patterns in the modern world have become increasingly complex,
involving not only groups of people classified as refugees but also millions of economic
migrants. However, despite often moving to other countries in similar ways, refugees and
migrants are fundamentally different.

Migrants, particularly economic migrants, choose to relocate to improve the future
prospects of their families. Refugees, on the other hand, must move if they wish to save
their lives or preserve their freedom. Refugees lack protection from their own state and
are often persecuted by their own governments. If other countries do not grant them entry
or provide basic assistance, they may face death, starvation, or complete deprivation of
rights.

Migration caused by the aforementioned disasters leads to "a serious disruption in
the functioning of a community or society, involving widespread human, material,
economic, or environmental losses" (United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
20009).

Another important term in this context is resettlement. According to the
International Organization for Migration (IOM), resettlement is defined as "the transfer of
refugees to other countries where they have sought protection, and which have agreed to
admit them as refugees with permanent residence status" (IOM Migration Glossary
2019). Resettlement programs are implemented by both the IOM and the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

According to UNHCR, the number of forcibly displaced persons due to persecution,
conflicts, various forms of violence, human rights violations, or events that severely
disrupt public order has more than doubled within the past decade, both within states and
across borders. For instance, by the end of 2013, the number of forcibly displaced
persons stood at 51.2 million (UNHCR 2014), whereas by the end of 2022, this number
had risen to 108.4 million (UNHCR 2023). This is the highest recorded figure in recent
years, reflecting an approximately 21% increase in the displaced population.

Notably, nearly 90% of forcibly displaced persons worldwide come from low- and
middle-income countries.

According to statistics, refugees (35.3 million) and asylum seekers (5.4 million)
make up about 38% of the 108.4 million people who are forcibly displaced due to
persecution, wars, conflicts, various forms of violence, human rights violations, or events
that severely disrupt public order (UNHCR 2023). Additionally, there are 62.5 million
internally displaced persons and 4.4 million stateless individuals.
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Notably, 76% of these displaced persons live in low- and middle-income countries,
placing significant pressure on host nations and their available resources. The survival of
these individuals largely depends on aid provided by governments, local communities,
and humanitarian organizations.

Populations by counrty of origin and population type, 2023
Refugees under UNHCR's mandate I 32%, 35194029
Asylum-seekers [N 6%, 6001131

IDPs of concern to UNHCR a2 %,57811324

Other people in need of... Bl 4%, 5322120
Stateless W 4%, 4391489
Host Community N 10%, 25144095

Others of concern [l 4%, 5748409
Diagram 1. Populations by country of origin and population type, 2023 (UNHCR, IDMC 2023).

These figures highlight a series of crises in recent years that have contributed to
the rise in the number of displaced persons. For instance, the Russian Federation's
invasion of Ukraine forced 5.7 million people to flee the country, resulting in the fastest
and largest displacement crisis since World War Il. Similar crises have also been
observed with Afghan and Venezuelan populations?.

In 2022, the five countries with the highest numbers of new displacements were
Ukraine (16.9 million), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (4 million), Ethiopia (2
million), Myanmar (1 million), and Somalia (621,000).

By mid-2023, the total number of forcibly displaced persons was estimated at 110
million. This figure includes refugees, asylum seekers, individuals requiring international
protection, internally displaced persons, stateless individuals, and others (Wain 1979).

Refugees, asylum seekers, vulnerable migrants, and internally displaced persons
often face significant protection challenges, lacking shelter, food, and other basic
necessities or living conditions. These challenges are frequently the result of their fragile
legal status in the countries where they reside after displacement. Many displaced
persons are forced to risk their lives, relocate, or move to other countries where they may
face exploitation and abuse.

Finding sustainable solutions for forcibly displaced persons remains a major
challenge in the modern world. Voluntary repatriation is considered the preferred long-
term solution for refugees returning to their homeland. However, the absence of political
resolutions to conflicts, ongoing violence, and instability often prevent this from being a
viable option.

Numerous international organizations are working to provide long-term solutions to
these situations by offering financial resources to address the urgent needs of refugees.
For example, in 2023, the European Commission allocated the majority of its €1.7 billion
humanitarian budget to programs addressing the needs of forcibly displaced persons and

1 60% of the total displaced population.
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the communities hosting them. This funding helped meet the most urgent needs of highly
vulnerable populations, including women, children, and people with disabilities (European
Commission, 2024).

In this context, several examples of forced displacement caused by political
conflicts and wars can be considered. These include the 1949-1956 Palestinian exodus,
the Vietham War, the migration of Jews from the Muslim world, the September 2023
displacement of Armenians from Artsakh, and the Russian-Ukrainian war, which began
with the annexation of Crimea and Donbas in 2014 and escalated in February 2022
(Ghada 1999).

Key Demographic Data on the Forcibly Displaced Population from Artsakh

As a result of the one-day war on September 19-20, 2023, during which the
dissolution of the Artsakh Defense Army and state institutions was announced, citizens
were forcibly displaced from Artsakh to the Republic of Armenia.

It is worth noting that, as of now - one year later - there is no official statistical data
regarding the forcibly displaced people from Artsakh. The basis for research has been
information provided by various state bodies and officials to the press.

As of August 22, 2024, according to data from the State Revenue Committee's
"Personalized Accounting System for Income Tax, Profit Tax, and Social Payments,"”
23370 forcibly displaced persons from Artsakh had signed employment contracts in
Armenia following the events of September 19, 2023. Of these, 17470 are currently
employed, meaning only 17470 individuals with contracts continue to work.

According to the Ministry’s data, as of September 11, 8756 forcibly displaced
persons from Artsakh were registered as job seekers at the Unified Social Service’s
territorial centers, of whom 3917 had unemployed status. Additionally, 4314 individuals
were referred to employers and found employment, while 1325 beneficiaries were
included in the state support program for ensuring employment for forcibly displaced
persons from Artsakh.

As of July 1, 2024, 19570 forcibly displaced persons from Nagorno-Karabakh had
left Armenia via air and land routes, with 8219 returning. This means that as of July 1,
11351 residents from Artsakh had left Armenia and not returned. These figures were
obtained by CivilNet from Armenia’s National Security Service.

According to data from the Migration and Citizenship Service of Armenia’s Ministry
of Internal Affairs, as of September 2024, 4473 forcibly displaced persons from Artsakh
applied for Armenian citizenship, of whom 2846 were granted citizenship. Additionally,
121184 individuals have received temporary protection certificates.

As of July 15, 2024, 285 families forcibly displaced from Artsakh applied to benefit
from the state housing assistance program. Of these applications, 29 were approved, and
the families received certificates. The remaining applications are under review, with some
being rejected due to applicants not meeting the program’s conditions, according to
Armenia's Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs.

As of February 14, 2024, chair of the Committee on Higher Education and Science,
reported that there are 4640 forcibly displaced students from Artsakh in Armenia. Of
these, 2116 were previously studying in higher education institutions in Artsakh, while
2514 were enrolled in preliminary or middle-level vocational institutions. As of January
2024, 1897 forcibly displaced students from Artsakh have already continued their
education in equivalent or related programs at various universities across Armenia.

State Support Programs
The Armenian government developed various support programs in multiple
sectors, beginning with social assistance for forcibly displaced persons through housing
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and utility support. This included six months of social aid: 40,000 AMD per month for
temporary housing and 10,000 AMD per month for utility expenses. The program was
later extended. In October, November and December 2023, the number of individuals
who received compensation under this program amounted to 104027, 77503, and 82266,
respectively.

In 2023, to ensure food and other essential supplies for forcibly displaced persons
from Artsakh, over 4.4 billion AMD was allocated to regional administrations starting from
October 2023. Additionally, under the decision to provide 100000 AMD in urgent
monetary support, a budget of approximately 11.2 billion AMD was allocated.

Teachers forcibly displaced from Artsakh and employed in schools across
Armenia's regions received a 30% salary bonus. Moreover, teachers working in schools
located in specific regions, such as Syunik, Vayots Dzor, and Gegharkunik’s Chambarak
and Vardenis communities, as well as Tavush’s Noyemberyan, ljevan, and Berd
communities, received an additional monthly allowance of 50,000 AMD on top of the 30%
bonus.

On December 21, 2023, the Armenian government adopted Decision N 2291-L,
which published the list of educational institutions where students forcibly displaced from
Artsakh and enrolled in tuition-based programs before September 19, 2023, would
receive tuition fee compensation. The compensation applied to the 2023—-24 academic
year.

Regardless of the previous academic year's Grade Point Average (GPA), students
had their tuition fees for the first semester fully reimbursed, ensuring their right to
continue education. Tuition fee reimbursement for the second semester (100%) was
contingent on achieving at least 65% GPA in the first semester of the 2023—-24 academic
year. For students in preliminary (vocational) and secondary specialized educational
institutions, reimbursement required earning at least 50% "excellent" or "good" grades
during the same period.

As of December 31, 2023, 1897 forcibly displaced university students and 917
students from secondary specialized educational institutions benefited from full or partial
tuition fee compensation under this program.

In 2023, approximately 34 bilion AMD was spent from the state budget to
implement support programs for forcibly displaced persons from Artsakh.

According to information collected by the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture,
and Sports (MOESCS) of Armenia, 4640 students were forcibly displaced from Artsakh
after September 19, 2023. Of these, 2,116 were enrolled in higher education institutions
in Artsakh, while 2524 were studying in preliminary (vocational) or secondary specialized
educational institutions.

As of October 19, 2023, about half of these students had applied to continue their
education in educational institutions in Armenia. During the first semester of 2023, tuition
fees were reimbursed for 1834 students, while this number increased to 2134 in the
second semester for higher education students.

For students in vocational and secondary specialized education programs, tuition
fees were reimbursed for 919 students in the first semester and 1133 in the second
semester. In 2024, approximately 4000 beneficiaries remain under this program,
consisting of university and college students.

Summary
Based on the main findings of the above analysis, an interdisciplinary and
systematic research tool was developed to study the integration barriers faced by Artsakh
students. The primary sections of this tool focused on:
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1. Collecting information about the socio-economic situation of students and their
families,

2. Examining the citizenship status and protection of students’ rights,

3. ldentifying the characteristics of socio-economic, civil, and political participation,

4. Assessing involvement in the educational process and perceptions of the
educational environment,

5. Evaluating past socio-psychological risks and attitudes toward future risks,

6. Exploring time perspectives, and

7. Revealing perceptions of psychological well-being.

The selection of these factors was based on the resource-based model for the
integration of forcibly displaced students, developed in an earlier analytical study.

The application of this tool is still ongoing. However, within the scope of this
analysis, preliminary data from surveys of over 100 students have been summarized.
These findings highlight the factors students identified as subjective challenges to their
socio-economic adaptation.

In the first group, socio-economic issues are highlighted, including the lack of
housing, poor social conditions, difficulty in finding jobs to meet personal needs,
maintaining a normal standard of living, and long queues at passport offices.

In the second group, social and interpersonal issues are categorized. Students
identified negative societal attitudes toward Artsakh residents, inadequate and insufficient
responses from law enforcement agencies, the presence of undesirable negative
elements in public discourse, and offensive distinctions made between "Artsakh
residents" and "Armenians from Armenia.”

In the third group, individual psychological factors are emphasized, such as
uncertainty, longing for their homeland, and psychological adjustment to reality.

Under the framework of Yerevan State University's internal grant on the topic
"Economic and Psychological Problems of Adaptation of Forcibly Displaced Students
from Artsakh in Higher Educational Institutions," field research and data collection are still
ongoing. Our research is progressing in several directions:

1. Ongoing collection and analysis of statistical data.

2. Field surveys of students: So far, over two hundred students from Artsakh who
are continuing their education in Armenian universities have been surveyed.

3. Quantitative and qualitative analysis of data obtained from surveys using
statistical packages.

In future analyses, we will provide more comprehensive information about the
economic and psychological challenges faced by forcibly displaced students from
Artsakh, as well as their adaptation and integration processes within higher education
institutions.
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ynpaeneHusi EpegaHckoeo 2ocydapcmeeHHO20 yHuU8epcumema,
OoueHm kaghedpbi yripasrieHusi u busHeca,
pyKkogodumersib Mazaucmepckoul npozpammbil « MapkemuHey,
KaHOuGam 3KOHOMUYECKUX HayK,
2. EpesaH, Pecnybnuka ApmeHusi

1 Cmamea nodzomoeneHa 6 pamkax 6HympeHHe2o epaHma [EpeeaHckoeo
2ocydapcmeeHHo20 yHusepcumema «[1pobrembi ncuxonoauvyeckol U 3KOHoMuUYeckou adanmauyuu
8 8bICLIUX y4ebHbIX 3agedeHusIX cmyO0eHmMo8-8biHYXOEHHbIX NMepecesieHues u3 Apyaxay.
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HAPMHE MUP30AH
3amecmumernb 0ekaHa hakysibmema 3KOHOMUKU U yrpasesieHust
EpesaHckoeo eocydapcmeeHHO20 yHuUgepcumema,
doueHm kaghelpb! yrpasneHusi u busHeca, pykogeodumerb rpozpammbl bakanaspa
«MenedxmeHmy, kaHOUdam 3KOHOMUYECKUX HayK,
2. EpesaH, Pecnybnuka ApmeHusi

OABUT AUPANETAH
doueHm kaghedpbl obwel ncuxonoauu
hakynbmema ¢husiocogbuu u ricuxosioauu
EpesaHcko20 2ocydapcmeeHHO20 yHU8epcumema,
KaHOudGam rcuxonnoau4yeckux Hayk,
2. EpesaH, Pecnybnuka ApmeHusi

B cratbe aHanm3vMpyeTcs MWUPOBOW OMbIT pPELUEeHUA COLMaNbHO-9KOHOMMUYECKNX
npobnem BbIHY>XOEHHO NEepPeMELLEHHBIX MWL U UCCMeayTCA BO3MOXHOCTU foKanu3auum
3TUX MNPaKTUK B APMEHMU, aKLEHTUPYst O0COO0OEe BHMMAaHME Ha COCTOSHUW BbIHYXOEHHO
nepemMeLLEHHbIX CTyAeHTOB 13 Apuaxa.

Llenb paboTbl - BbIABUTb OCHOBHblE MPEMATCTBUSA ANA MHTErpauuu, ¢ KOTopbIMU
CTankuMBalwTCsl 3T CTyAEeHTbl B CUCTEME BbICLLUErO 0Opa3oBaHWs, BKMAYas couuManbHO-
9KOHOMMYECKME TPYAHOCTM, BOMPOCHI MPaBOBOr0 cTaTyca M rpaxpgaHcTBa, a Takke
ncuxonormdeckoe Onarononyuyve. Ons atoro Obin pa3paboTaH pecypcHbI MOAXOA K
WHTErpaumm n npoBefeHbl NoneBble uccnegoBaHusa ¢ yyactvem 6onee 200 cTyneHToOB M3
Apuaxa. KonnyecTBeHHbIN M KavyeCTBEHHbIA aHanu3 BbIsIBUIT TPU OCHOBHbIE KaTeropum
npobnem: coumanbHO-3KOHOMMUYECKME (HampuMMep, HexBaTka >XWMbsl, TPYAHOCTM C
TPYOOYCTPOMCTBOM), cCOUMarnbHble U MEXIIMYHOCTHbIE MPenaTtcTBus  (Hanpumep,
HeraTMBHOe OTHOWeHMe oblWecTBa K BbIHYXOEHHO MNEepeMeLléHHbIM  fmuam) |
UHAVBMAYyarnbHbIE ncuxomnormyeckne TPyOHOCTU (Hanpumep, 0CO3HaHue
HeonpeaenéHHoCcTM ByayLuero).

B wuccnegoBaHun penaetca BbIBO4 O TOM, YTO ANs YCTOWYMBOW WHTErpauuu
HeoOXOAMM KOMIMMEKCHBIN Moaxon, BKMOYAWUA CUCTEMbI COLMArNbHON MOAAEPXKKM,
NpaBoOBYO 3alUMTy M afjanTUpoBaHHble obpasoBaTterbHble nporpammebl. [anbHenwuve
uccriegoBaHus OyayT HanpaeneHbl Ha yriyOnéHHbIA aHanmM3 aTUX NpPoLEeCcCcoB aganTaumm
" pa3paboTky NOMUTUKN COCTOATENbHbIX pekomeHaaLmn. Pa3spabatkiBas
MEXANCUUNNHAPHBIN MHCTPYMEHT WCCNeAoBaHus, AaHHas paboTa npecrnegyeTt Lenb
YNyYWUTb MOHUMAHUE COLMNANbHO-IKOHOMUYECKMX W MCUXONOrMd4ecknx noTpebHocTen
BbIHY)XOAEHHO MNepeMeLLUEHHbIX CTYOEHTOB W CMOCOOCTBOBATb COBEPLUEHCTBOBAHMUIO
[ONrOCPOYHbIX CTPATErMn NX MHTErpaLmm.

KnioueBble cnoBa: 8bIHYXO0eHHOEe  repemMeweHue, npensmcemeusi K
uHmMeapayuu, coyuarnbHO-3KOHOMUYECKast adanmauyusi, rcuxonoau4yeckoe
brazononyque, ebicwee obpa3zosaHue, cmydeHmbl U3 Apuaxa, PecypcHbIl Moodxoo0,
npoepammbl coyuanbHoU noddepxKu.
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