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GOHAR CHATYAN

AN ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY AN IMPORTANT
FAMILY EPISODE
OF THE FAMOUS CRIMEAN SCRIBE NATER

Keywords: Crimea, scribe, manuscript, colophon, Baberd, family, date,

biography.

One of the most important figures of the Armenian manuscript centre in Crimea
was the famous scribe Nater, along with his family. Nater was already an
experienced scribe when he migrated with his family from the Armenian province
of Baberd to the Crimean city of Surkhat in the early 1340s. There, he continued his
activities, teaching the art of writing to his sons and grandchildren as well.

Many colophons of manuscripts copied by the members of this family and
containing details pertaining to them have come down to us. The article examines an
important event in the history of Nater’s family, the episcopal ordination of the
scribe’s youngest son Grigor, and attempts to clarify its date. It is concluded that the
ordination did not take place in 1358, as previously supposed, but rather in 1362.

The establishment of such chronological details not only assists in defining the
biography of a particular individual, but also allows us to better reconstruct the
history of an entire milieu: in this case dates, places and many other circumstances
relating to Armenian manuscript copying in Crimea.

T'OAP YATSAH

IHOIIBITKA YTOUHEHUSA BA’KHOI'O
3MN30JA B CEMBE
MN3BECTHOI'O KPBIMCKOI'O ITMCIIA HATEPA

KiroueBnle ciioBa:  KpeiM, mucerr, pykomnuch, konodoH, badepa, cembs, narta, Ouo-
rpadusi.
OnHMM U3 BaKHEHIINX JeMCTBYIOMIMX JIUI] aPMSIHCKOTO IIEHTPa KHUTOIIMCAHUS
B Kprimy Ob1T m3BecTHBIN nicers HaTtep co cBoeli cemMbeid.
Hatep yxe onbITHBIM muclioM, B Haudane 40-e rr. XIV Beka BMecTe co CBOeH
CeMbEH MHUTpUpPYET U3 apMsHCKOW npouHIMK babepa B kpeiMckuii ropog Cypxar.
TaMm oH npogoIKaeT CBOIO MHOTOTPAaHHYIO AEATEIILHOCTh, 00y4asi pyKOIIMCHOMY HC-



KYCCTBY CBOMX CBHIHOBEH M BHYKOB. COXpaHHIIOCH MHOXKECTBO KOJIO(OHOB PyKOITH-
cei, epenrcaHHbIX WIEHAMH 3TOH CEMbH, COAEpIKAIINE MOAPOOHOCTH UX OMorpa-
¢buit.

B craTtbe paccMOTpeHO BasKHOE AJISl CEMbU COOBITHE — PYKOTIONOKEHHE MJal-
mero ceiHa Hatepa, I'puropa, B emnuckonbl. BhIsACHSETCS, YTO PYKOMOJIOXKEHUE
nMeno Mecto He B 1358 r., kak npeamnonaraioch pasee, a ckopee B 1362 1.

[MonoOHbIe MONpaBKK OYEHb BayKHBI HE TOJNBKO JJIsl yCTAaHOBJIEHUS Ouorpadu-
YEeCKHX JIeTajel, HO M 4acTO CIOCOOCTBYIOT YTOUHEHHMIO aThl, MECTa U APYTHX 00-
CTOSITETILCTB KOMMPOBAHUS PYKOTIHCEH.





