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Uhfuyly Qunlsbwl i pp Swyng Quudnip-polp, «Pugqdu]byy 1981, pho 3-
4, 300-355, NhENhQGULY, U., Upfuyly Qudsbwl [hwlfp, qnpdp,
GplwG 2019, 3-99, NhENN2GUY, U., Upfuyl; Quulshml (jamlbth b
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Ghwjg Bhlhnkginy, Guupw 1873 (wjunihbw' Jwhwl hwiunnng), 34:
4 NhENR2GU%Y, U., Upfuyl; Qulsbwl jhwlfp, gnpdp, 50-76:
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5 4. Upfwyl; Qudsbwlp nuiwlwpwluluwl wju wylwnniphilp (onipy 1000
kp) qply k 1776-1815h plpwgfnid b. Qnjup (niuwinpsmimb e fupnihl
hudwjifiiph hobiv dwqué Yhlinnn plnphpGhpp hwppbint Gyuunwulng:
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owinpnip-htGG wdkGlichG k) wlwnbnh skp. Gpu hwujunwlnpylbipt wdkG
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plnoppGuwlniphiGGbph b Gwiupwih wwyugpp hhdfp Jhpngpbwg  ab-
nughpl b Plulwlwpwup, nywughpp phun hwdwnonnuws £ ke sh wp-
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nupanyg umpp Gphgop Lnwuwwinphy hwjuunwlbiugg b hwownua
‘Pphunnup, npytu qh Ywppwughl ghuby, pt qhw®py wiwlnbwy p-
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nniGf ndwlf owmwp wqgh wwwlnnmiphil wpunwfng bwGk, fwl
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wpppunnipliwb wlpnnouljub wwppbpulp, npG E wuwnpuwunnd £ hpw-
nwpulnipbub’ plypupéwul ntumdbuwuppnipbudp bie Swlopwgpniphil-
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puwunnpbwb jujnbGupipdwli fwipudwebbipp Gipujugbhnig b spnjun-
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6 llwbwﬁ 11un_u1umJ, 42:
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9 9UU9tUY, & U., Munfnippli hung, hn. P., dkGhnpl 1785, 646, RU.-
1NUBLY, Q. dpn., bbwywl pudulp..., G). wyl., 55-79:
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13 ¥16ULU ulLU. N, Vhwpuliniphprl Sung Unipp Ghankginii pln Uh-
oh Up. Ghbanbginjll Snmjudwy, hn. f., Jwu U.., Znnd 1658, 442-443:
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Summary

FATHER MIK’AYEL CAMCEAN AS THE DEFENDER OF
THE SACRED TRADITION OF UNMIXED CHALICE OF THE
ARMENIAN CHURCH

ZAKARIA vrd. BAGHUMYAN

The Armenian Apostolic Church is the only Church in Christendom that
does not add water to the chalice of wine during the Divine Liturgy. According
to Armenian sources, this Sacred Tradition was established by the Father of
faith St. Gregory the Illuminator, who had taken this liturgical rite from the An-
cient Church. Obviously, St. Gregory also took into account the Armenians’
practice of drinking pure wine at their homes for ages.

The usage of mixed or unmixed chalice becomes an issue for discussion
and controversy in Christ’s Church, when liturgical practices of different
Churches receive theological, philosophical and symbolic explanations. It is
natural for every Church to defend her liturgical tradition based on the Holy
Scriptures, writings of Church Fathers, canonical decisions of Councils, etc. The
Armenian ecclesiastical literature is full of writings about this problem, in which
fathers and patriarchs of the Armenian Church show the others the theological
and symbolic explanations on this matter based again on the Holy Bible, Pat-
ristic literature and the decisions of local National-Ecclesiastical Councils.

So, one of the defenders of this Sacred Tradition is Fr. Mik’ayel Camdéean,
a monk of the Mexitarist Congregation, theologian, historian and philosopher.
He defended the position of the Armenian Church’s theological thinking against
the Latinophiles showing the “Orthodoxy” of the Armenian Church. He tried to
solve the disputes among the members of the Armenian Apostolic and Catholic
Churches in Constantinople, showing that the Armenian Church was not heretic,
as it was frequently portrayed at that time, and there was no need to shock the
Armenian nation with new quarrels. He wrote “Shield of Faith”, a theological
work of some 1000 pages during four decades (1776-1815), which confirms the
Orthodoxy of the Armenian Church beginning with St. Gregory the Illuminator.
Unfortunately, a Catholic priest robbed the book and took it to Rome, where it
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had the impact of a bomb. After four years of discussions and debates, the book
was forbidden by the Propaganda Fide and only its short and edited version was
published later, after the author’s death in Calcutta in 1873. He dedicated a se-
parate chapter to this problem in this work, emphasizing the importance of Ar-
menian sources to understand the position and theological thinking of the Ar-
menian Church. Besides, he referred to this problem in his “History of Arme-
nia” and “Commentaries of Psalms”.





