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To the Rev. Father Léionce Dayan,

Editor of the Armenian Review *“Pasmaveb”.

Rerverend Father,

I'r N the wmonth of April of the present year, lovers of literature in all
countiries il celebrate the Centenary of the death of Lord Byren, one of
the greatest poets, not only of England, but of the World.

During the hundred years that hare elapsed since the poet’s death,
nowhere has his mewonry been more honowred and his genius better wnder-
stood than by the Mekhilarist Fathers of Venice, wilh whose predecessors
Lord Byron passed what were probably among the happiest hours of his
romantic and troubled life.

When, on Whitsundny, 1922, I risited the Isle of 8. Lazzaro, I was
deeply towched by the veneration with which you have preserved the por-
trait and other relics of Lord Byron, in the rooin where he studied the
Arinenian langnage with Father Paschal Awcher. I was received with the
hospitality habitual to yonr Fraternily, was permitted lo see the treasure -
house of an ancient nation’s cullnre, and to hear Mass in the chapel of the
first people to embrace the Christian Religion. The memory of that day
will remain with me through life. Little howerer did 1 then think that, with-
in so short a time, the Rev. Father Dr. Arséne Ghasikian, the celebraled
translator of the Greek, Roman, and Italian poels, and of our great Milton,
would hare done me the unexpected honour of translaling my poems into
Armenian rerse, and that the Rditor of “Pasmaveh” would harve asked me
to write a4 poem for the present solemn occasion, honours of which I am
highly sensible.

I am only too conscions of how wmeorihy are the following verses, both
of the Mekhitarist Fathers, and of Lord Byron’s memory, but am consoled
by the knowledge thal ny lines are predestined o be transformed fo gold
by the alchemy of Dr. Ghasikian’s pen,

To the Abbot-General of your Oider, to you, Rererend Father, to the
Rer. Dr. Ghasikian, and to all the Mekhilurist Fathers of Venice,

I respectfully and gratefrlly dedicale these verses,

(has. CAMMELL

Geneva. 14 Jannary, 1924.
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