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Globalization and technological changes have changed
the quantity and quality of global migration flows in
recent decades. As a result of these changes, donor
countries such as Armenia have become migrant receiving
countries. Historically, Armenia is a donor country
of migrants and Armenian migrants go to different
countries of the world. However, in recent years, the
number of migrants arriving in Armenia from India
has increased dramatically, which makes Armenia both
a donor and a receiving country of migrants. One of
the main destinations for Armenian migrants is Russia,
where the majority of Armenians are engaged in
low-skilled work in the construction industry. Indian
migrants also perform the same work in Armenia. This
seems illogical, because Armenians do not stay and do
the same work in their homeland, but go to Russia,
and Indians do not prefer to go to Russia, but come to
Armenia to work. The reasons for this are the economic
and non-economic factors affecting migrants, which
force the migrant to make a decision.

During the last decade, due to globalization
processes, the quantity and quality of global
migration flows have changed. If in the past there were a
few countries receiving migrants, which were historically the
countries receiving the most migrants, now very often the
donor countries of migrants also receive a large number
of migrants. These changes affected almost all countries of
the world, including Armenia. Historically, Armenia has been
a donor country for migrants. The main destinations for
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Armenian migrants are Russia, the USA,
and European countries. However, starting
from 2021, Armenia began to receive a
large number of migrants from India. If in
2020, 3,311 people with Indian passports
entered Armenia, then in 2021, that figure
was 22,197 people, and in 2023, it reached
57,100 people2. Moreover, the number
of Indians entering Armenia has started to
exceed the number of Indians leaving
Armenia since 2021. In other words, the
number of Indians staying and working in
Armenia for a long time is also increasing.
In 2021, that difference was 2052 people, in
2022 - 1011 people, and in 2023 - 16608
people®.

Indian migrants in Armenia are mainly
engaged in low-skilled work, and the main
field of activity is construction. This is an
interesting phenomenon, because a large
number of Armenian migrants go to Russia
and there engage in low-skilled work in the
construction industry. Therefore, the following
question arises: Why are Armenians not
engaged in the work in their homeland that
they are engaged in in Russia, but Indian
migrants do the same work instead of them?
To answer this question, it is necessary to
study the factors influencing the decision of
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Armenian and Indian migrants to migrate.
There are a number of economic factors
that influence the behavior of migrants, such
as the exchange rate of the host country's
currency, the difference in wages between
countries, the cost of living, etc. There are
also social factors that influence migrants'
decisions, such as cultural differences,
language differences, etc.

First, let us consider the socio-economic
factors affecting Armenian migrants, which
influence Armenians' decision to go to Russia.
During the last decade, on average 50,000
people leave Armenia for Russia every year,
mostly working in the construction industry.

From the data in the chart, it can be seen
that the number of Armenian citizens who
left Armenia for Russia has increased even
more in recent years. If the average number
of RA citizens who entered Russia during
2013-2018 was 45 thousand people, then
during 2019-2023 the same figure was 61
thousand people.

Armenians and Russians have historically
been interconnected nations, whose culture
and way of life have often been similar.
Therefore, for Armenians, the move from
Armenia to Russia was not a serious cultural
shock for migrants. In addition, Russian has
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been taught as a second language in most
Armenian schools for a long time. Therefore,
the majority of the population of Armenia
knows Russian, at least at the conversational
level. Another important factor is the large
Armenian diaspora that already exists in
Russia, which creates good starting conditions
for Armenian migrants when they move to
Russia.

In addition to social factors, economic
factors also play a significant role in resorting
to migration. One such economic factor is the
level of salaries. According to the International
Labor Organization, in 2021 the average salary
in Armenia was 259.2 USD, and in Russia
- 777.1 USD®. In other words, the average
monthly salary in Russia is almost 3 times
higher than the average salary in Armenia.
The average salary in the construction sector
in Armenia is 315.8 USD, and in Russia it is
1074.4 USD°®. In other words, the average
salary in the construction industry in Russia is
3.4times higher than the average salary in the
construction industry in Armenia. Therefore,
an Armenian migrant is paid more than three
times more for the same work in Russia.

Since the majority of migrants transfer
their earned money to their families, it is very
important to study the exchange rate of the
Russian ruble against the Armenian dram.

Chart 2 shows the dram/ruble exchange rate
and remittances to RA in Russian rubles in
2013-2023.

From the data in the chart, it can be
seen that during 2013-2013, the exchange
rate of the RUB against the AMD decreased
continuously. If one ruble was worth 12.9
drams in 2013, then in 2023 one ruble was
worth 4.7 drams, decreasing almost 3 times.
However, the ruble exchange rate has started
to decrease sharply since 2015. In the same
period, it can be noticed that the volume
of remittances to the RA in rubles also
decreased sharply. Remittances in rubles
transferred to RA increased sharply in 2022,
but this is not due to the exchange rate of the
ruble, but due to a large number of migrants
from Russia to RA.

In other words, the exchange rate of the
ruble should have had a negative effect on
the number of RA citizens going to Russia,
but from the data in chart 1, we can see that
the number of RA citizens entering Russia
did not decrease in the conditions of the
depreciation of the ruble exchange rate,
but increased starting from 2019. However,
instead of that, the number of RA citizens
returning to Armenia has increased. In other
words, the number of people going to
Russia and staying there for a long time has
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decreased. Figure 3 shows the difference
between the number of RA citizens who
entered Russia and the number of RA
citizens who left Russia in 2013-2023.

It can be observed from the data of the
chart that since 2013, when the exchange
rate of the ruble began to decrease, the
difference between RA citizens entering and
leaving Russia also decreased. In 2020 and
2022, that difference even became negative,
but they were due to the coronavirus epidemic
and the Russian-Ukrainian war.

Living costs can also play a significant
role in the decision making of migrants. If
we compare the costs of living in Russia and
Armenia, it becomes clear that they are more
affordable in Russia. For example, food is
almost twice as cheap in Russia (milk is 50.8
percent cheaper than in Armenia, bread is
43.3 percent cheaper, eggs is 49.8 percent
cheaper), and the same applies to clothes
and utility bills®. We do not consider housing
rents as living expenses, because almost all
migrants who move from Armenia to work
in Russia are provided with housing by their
employer. Therefore, a situation is created
when salaries in Russia are higher than in
Armenia, and the costs of living are cheaper.
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This creates favorable conditions for migration.
Migrants may also be affected by a sharp
decrease in the exchange rate in recent
years, but such a difference in salary levels
still makes it more favorable to do the same
work in Russia.

If working in the construction industry
in Russia is more beneficial than doing the
same work in Armenia, then why do Indians
come to Armenia to do that work instead
of going to Russia? First of all, working
conditions in Armenia are more suitable
than in India. According to the International
Labor Organization, in 2021 the average
salary in Armenia was 259.2 USD, and in
India - 237.9 USD®. Apart from that,
territorial development in India is very
uneven. In some regions, the unemployment
rate is very high and it is difficult to find a
job. Exchange rate is also an important factor
for migrants. In recent years, the Armenian
dram has risen sharply in value, which has
created more favorable conditions for migrants
arriving in Armenia. If in 2021 one rupee was
worth 7 drams on average, then in 2024 one
rupee was 4.6 drams on average. Therefore,
for migrants arriving in Armenia from India,
the move is economically justified.

PepepanbHan cnysba rocysapcTBEHHON CTaTUCTUKN, YnCeHHOCTb 1 MUrpauna Hacenenna Poccuiickoii depepaunm,
Numbeo, Cost of Living Comparison Between Armenia and Russia, 2024 - https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/compare_
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In order to understand why Indian migrants
do not go to Russia to perform the same
work, but come to Armenia, it is necessary
to study the influence of other non-economic
factors on migrants. One such factor is
weather conditions. Russia has mostly severe
weather conditions, the weather is colder
than in India. For migrants, such a change
can cause serious difficulties: deterioration of
health, decrease in work productivity, etc. In
addition, it is a serious support for migrants
when their compatriots already live in the
given country. Indian migrants were already
living in Armenia, who moved to Armenia
mainly for the purpose of getting an education.
This means that certain infrastructures were
already established in Armenia for Indians,
such as food outlets serving Indian food,
shops selling Indian clothes, accommoda-
tion, etc. Another important circumstance
is that Russia has already formed a large
group of low-skilled workers who arrived in
Russia from Uzbekistan or Tajikistan. These
migrants already occupy the main jobs for
which Indians have to go to Russia. Therefore,
the job market for Indians in Russia is
becoming more competitive.

From a legal point of view, traveling to
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The number of Indian migrants and the volume of remittances from Armenia

Armenia and Russia for Indians has the same
complexity: both countries require an entry
visa. However, for the migrants going to
Armenia, recruitment agencies have already
been formed to assist Indian migrants in
obtaining a visa to enter Armenia. These
agencies were formed back when Indian
students needed the same entry visa to study
in Armenia.

The Russian-Ukrainian war can also be
a reason for Indian migrants not to go to
work in Russia. The problem is that Indians
usually transfer their earned money to India

in US dollars. Figure 4 shows the volume of

remittances from RA in US dollars and the
number of migrants entering RA from India
in 2020-2023.

It can be seen from the data of the chart
that when the number of migrants entering
RA from India started to increase sharply,
the volumes of remittances from RA in US
dollars also increased sharply. This indicates
that Indians usually make remittances to their
homeland in US dollars. Therefore, after the
Russian-Ukrainian war, when the Russian

financial system came under the influence of

sanctions, it became difficult to transfer US
dollars from Russia, and US dollar transfers
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through banks became impossible. Therefore,
this circumstance can also be a reason for
Indian migrants not to go to work in Russia.

In general, it can be said that working
in the construction industry in Russia is
economically more appropriate for job
seekers in that field. As a result, Armenian
migrants go to Russia and work there in
the construction industry. However, for
migrants, there are other factors that also

play a significant role in making the decision
to migrate. Among such factors are the
weather conditions, the presence of the
diaspora, the state of competition in the
labor market, the presence of recruitment
agencies, etc. All these factors are the reason
why Indian migrants prefer to come to
Armenia and work in the construction sector,
and not go to Russia, where they could get a
higher salary for the same work.
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Anuk TOPOCAH
Acnupanm Al 2Y
APMEHWA N MNP

NEPEKPECTOK MUTPALLUU: MOYEMY APMAHE YE3M¥AIOT, A UHAYCbI NMPUE3XAIOT

[mobanusaums U TEXHONOTMYECKNE U3MEHEHWUA M3MEHWAN KONMYECTBO U KayecTBO rnobanbHbIx
MUTPaLMOHHbIX MOTOKOB 3a NocnefHve fecatunetua. B pesynbtate aTux U3MeHeHWit CTpaHbl-LOHOPbI,
Takue Kak ApmeHus, CTann cTpaHamu, NPUHUMAOLLMMU MUTrpaHToB. VicTopnyeckn ApmeHna snaetca
CTPaHO-[,OHOPOM MWIPaHTOB, W apMAHCKME MUrpaHTbl edyT B pasHble cTpaHbl Mupa. OpHako B
nocnefHue rofpl KONMYeCTBO MUrpaHToB, NpubbisatoLLnx B ApmeHuto u3 MHauK, pe3ko Bo3pocno, 4To
penaet ApMeHNIO Of\HOBPEMEHHO CTPaHOIi-JOHOPOM U NPUHUMatOLLLEN CTOpOoHOI MurpaHToB. OfHUM 13
OCHOBHbIX HanpaseHuii ANA apMAHCKNX MUTrpaHToB AsnaeTca Poccua, rae 6onbLIMHCTBO apMAH 3aHATO
HU3KOKBaNuuLMpoBaHHoli paboToil B CTpouTenbHoii oTpacan. NHamniickue MurpaHTbl BbIMOMHAIOT Ty
e paboTy B ApMEHUN. DTO KameTCA HENOrMYHbIM, Befb apMAHE HE OCTaloTCA W BbIMOMHAIOT Ty Me
paboty Ha popuHe, a egyT B Poccuto, a nHaniiLpel npeanountatoT He exatb B Poccuto, a npuesiatot
pabotatb B Apmeruto. lNpuynHamm 3TOro ABNAIOTCA SKOHOMUYECKME U HEIKOHOMUYECKME haKTopbl,
BAWAIOLLLIME HA MUTPAHTOB, KOTOPbIE BbIHY¥ AT MUrpaHTa NpPUHUMATb PeLLeHUA.

Kniouesbie cnoea: muepayus, paboyas cuna, ApmeHus, Poccus, NHOus
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