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JOSEPH WOLFF'S LETTER ON ESTABLISHING AN
ARMENIAN SCHOOL IN LONDON

The document published below is preserved in the Catholicosal Archive of
the Mesrop Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manuscripts (Matenadaran), file 49,
document 419. It is the Armenian translation (completed in 1825) of a letter by
Joseph Wolff (1795-1862), a British messianic missionary of German-jewish
origin, addressed to an unnamed “Dear Sir,” whose identity remains unknown.
Presumably, the recipient was a secular figure, as the letter addresses him as
“Sir.”

The letter was written on December 17, 1824, from Shiraz. It discusses the
idea of establishing a school for Armenians in London. For this purpose, the
letter includes a program proposed by Wolff for the school, which was approved
at a meeting held in the Persian city of Bushehr.

Joseph Wolff, a British missionary of German-jewish origin, was one of the
many Jewish converts to Christianity of his time who served as a clergyman in
the Anglican Church. He was perhaps the most extensively traveled British
missionary of the 19" century. Wolff journeyed not only across Europe
(including Greece, Malta, and Crimea) but also to the United States, Africa
(Egypt and Abyssinia), and especially the East (the Ottoman Empire, Persia,

186


mailto:artsvi@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.54503/1829-4073-2024.3.186-193

Joseph Wolff's Letter on Establishing an Armenian School in London

Yemen, Central Asia, India, and beyond), often multiple times. This was an
exceptional achievement for travelers of that era.

Born in Germany, Wolff traveled to England at the age of 24 and began
working at the British and Foreign Bible Society in London, becoming known as
the “Anglican Missionary to the Jews.” He traveled to Eastern countries four
times (1821-1826, 1828-1834, 1836-1838, and 1843-1845).

Starting from 1824 until the end of his life, Joseph Wolff, who mastered
several European and Eastern languages, authored six extensive travelogues'.
Some of these works were translated and published in European languages. He
provided detailed descriptions of the various countries and peoples he visited,
frequently referencing the Armenian people, their history, literature, and
especially the church. Wolff highlighted the notable figures of Armenia’s past,
mentioned many of his Armenian contemporaries, praised the virtues of the
Armenian nation, and had some knowledge of the Armenian language. He
encountered Armenians not only in Eastern countries but also in their homeland
— both Western and Eastern Armenia. Through the published letter, Joseph
Wolff proposes to an unknown Armenian gentleman the idea of establishing a
school (“dpratun”) in London with the support of the Armenian community. The
school would aim to educate Christians from the Ottoman and Persian Empires,
particularly Armenians, in various subjects and the Gospel. Wolff's goal as a
messianic missionary was not so much the enlightenment of the Armenian
nation itself (although he notes: “my appeal to Eastern Christians in general,
and particularly to Armenians, stems from my deep desire to grant them the
opportunity to brighten their nation with the light of civilization and the life-

! Missionary journal and memoir of the Rev. Joseph Wolff, Missionary to the Jews (London,
1824), Missionary journal of the Rev. Joseph Wolff, Missionary to the Jews, vol. 1-3 (London,
1827-1829). Researches and Missionary Labours among the Jews, Mohammedans, and other
sects, by the Rev. Joseph Wolff, during his travels between the years 1831 and 1834, from Malta
to Egypt, Constantinople, Armenia, Persia, Khorossaun, Toorkestaun, Bokhara, Balkh, Cabool
in Affghanistaun, the Himmalayah mountains, Cashmeer, Hindoostaun, the coast of Abyssinia
and Yemen (London, 1835). Journal of the Rev. Joseph Wolff (London, 1839). Narrative of a
mission to Bokhara, in the years 1843-1845, to ascertain the fate of Colonel Stoddart and
Captain Conolly (London, 1845). Dr. Wolff’s new Mission, being J.W.’s determination to set out
again on a missionary tour in Armenia, and Yarkand in Chinese Tartary, etc. (London, 1860).
Travels and adventures of the Rev. Joseph Wolff, D.D., LL. D: Vicar of lle Brewers, near
Taunton; and late missionary to the Jews and Muhammadans in Persia, Bokhara, Cashmeer, etc.
(vol. 1-2, London, 1860-1861).
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giving power of Christianity”), but rather to train highly educated Eastern
Christians who could serve as opponents to Catholicism and defend British
interests in the East’. To achieve his goal, Wolff urged his correspondent to
write to the spiritual leaders of Etchmiadzin, Sis, and Constantinople, as well as
to the clerics of Aghtamar. He also encouraged reaching out to all his Armenian
friends living in various locations (Persia, India, Russia, Constantinople,
Erzurum, Tiflis) to present the idea of establishing the school in London and to
solicit support of all kinds. In his letter, Wolff specifically proposed, no less than
seven times, establishing connections with his allies in London, such as Henry
Drummond (1786-1860), a British banker, politician, writer, and one of the
founders of the Catholic Apostolic (or Irvingite) Church and John Bayford (1770-
1844), an English clergyman, church court chairman, and author of “The
Goodness of the Messiah and His Second Coming”.

Despite Wolff’'s considerable efforts, the envisioned Armenian school in
London was never established.

This letter could be of interest both to those studying the activities of
foreign missionaries in Armenia and to those engaged in the history of
Armenian culture and heritage.

'h Chpwaq 176pnpnb
"Halyinldpbnh 1824
'h hakukp

(Inwwiugpnd’ «<oppbiwlybgu.... 1825-h tpwpkt»)
lGwly wwpnol,

Lutynd pd qbinwtnnipti bwpiwbéd wqquuppniebwigu, npny sowbiwu wuy-
Swnwgmguwbiy quiqgn U gnind hd jnpnnpbwy h Uwpiphpnubwt - wwpot

2 According to Leo, “Persia was keenly aware of the perceived threat posed by the
Armenians, who had long been fervent supporters of Russian initiatives. To mitigate and
neutralize this danger, Napoleon’s ambassadors, during their visit to Persia, stopped in
Etchmiadzin, offering promises of a well-organized Persia to the Armenians. Similarly, in 1824,
the missionary Wolff traveled from India to Etchmiadzin, pledging to establish a special school
for Armenians in London and to raise funds in England and America—on the condition that the
Armenians remained loyal to Persia and refrained from aiding the Russians” (Leo, Complete
Collection of the Works in Ten Volumes, vol. 8, Yerevan, 1984, p. 384, in Armenian).
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Ulhypysktt wn’ h gnly plig: Muph hwdwndwlyty mnnby quyunuply pinnu pwiihg
hung ptiq: Pwyg' puppnpmd gmigk quitnuwt U qquinwewnpnudl hddt pninpn-
ypdp wappbnbwly thuhghu, nwuph tbplw' htd. gh jwe wnbbd ptiq qgh bd pupn-
qhs Ubypwpwihtt Bppupnup' wnwpbwy*h <kuph nkdnun pulyduyr? (wiptge.)
nn ’h Lntpot, U ’h Quiti PEypnpn puljduyn gnpdwluwibt Jupnwwbywg hw-
uwpwlwg ’h Lntynot wn’h hnswly wplwbby quitipnwinn pwbu Uibypnwpwbht
'h hpbwyu np °h Mwnkuppti, dwbwiwwbn np °h jGpnwwnkd, b wn wybu npp
gnntwyp Gl pnipo pqSwiywuypwtiwe, U ptun Oudwbbwl Guyubpnippl' tnb-
[y

Ns dhwytr wphuwpbiguy Gu’h hpbwyu wyp *gnit gnpdtigh nppwiti htwip Gnb
G ptinphts Uuypmiérny uwipnnwignyg qhu ynwpwdwiity qpuipngnip ' wppuwgpwiiug
hdng, bwl' h dwhdbpwlwbu hwugpwippbing qnupwgpniiiu pug oppup Yuitio-
bwg dtsh Uibippwpwbwlywt dnnnuwpwbpt: 61 nipwpu Gd jnjd ptin wnwpbu
hu wnuwpby qophtwly pneny jwnwownhdbwy gnpdng Pppypnwbiwging U <wyng
(wlpbptnulyh) Jhwpwinpbwt, np hwuypuwippbguwe *h Pnpkr® U wpnkt pul
[ntbwy hghu quuipquinpnyebul unytiwypuny, np hwuypwiply tnle”h Mwupuy?

Gwbly wwpot, wpn' n’s yupgbd pwgnigwily h ptt ghipptiwy htwpp-
dwgnep' qnp mupd gpunbwy *h dpypu pd: Ruibén npdliny pd jUplGGwt
Lpphupntbuwyu, wnhwuwpwly U juippywwlbu wn wqqt <wyng, quté pwndwbu
unppti wn punnmibgu ghiwn U qfunphnipn hdt wwySwnwgnigwlyng quiqqt pi-
pbwtg pwnwpwywpniebwt jmuny U YGunwbwpwn pphupnbbnyetwdp. jo-
nbwy pun dpdbwbu Yuwwbop dhnyebwt U uppny. gpbigh wn pwpblwdu ’h
Jhugqwtin U jwnweownpbtigh tingw qhwuyppwinnyabtl nwpwpniut Yunniglyng’ h
Lotot Jwuti ntudwt wdbtiwylr wqquwg pphunotibhg ptwlybyng ’ h jOudwtiuwt
bu pun Yuyubpnpbwt Mwpulwg: 61 hwdwpwd Gi jnyd hwwupph Gd, qh np-
puylnpll pd <Eph pkdntin pulduypt’ b Qi Pipnpn pulyduynt, ptn npu
b hwduwyt puptlwdp hd npp’ h Lotiypot wdu pun Yupnnniebiwt pipbwbg ow-
bwyny &b wéty ’h Guypwpnudt qyyunwownpnipu wyu, dhuyt pk Lppuyrotibuyp
<wyng jwnwownhdbwy gnbiugbi ungw b hwiwupph wnthgbit tngw qnnipu og-
bwlwbnypbtl puyp Yupnnnypbwiu pinbwbg wn’h ubtinpby jwnwewnnpniehitiu
wyu 'h uypwpnudt, dhuylt hwdwpdwypd nbly wnweh pn qhipplbwy junw-
swnpniyphitiu:

cunph wpwnpbw) wpwugku dnnnyu jUqquwg png ptwlting 'h Uywhwb, b
wwuw' gnbugbu °h Lotinol, htuplibwy wwpotiwg <tuph Mnkdnun pulyuyp *h
fpwnb 2kpkup Mpwe? Lobypotiwy. * h ipniat 49 nuny. Quii PE$npn pulduyn *h
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Ywpnwwbiipnt hwuwpwlwg. b wn funphpnwpwut Pppypwbwging b joynuw-
pwg dhwpwunyebtl nupwypnt *h Lotiypol. qenineu wyu, wn funphpnwpwbb
Pphywtitwging b joynwpnwg nupwippniat dhwpwbinetwt dpwpbugbu ’h jGp-
Yynupti pninpt, nn wn <ttuph “nkdnun U Rwb Phpnpn puyduyput, b unmti
feninput tplip Uh opptiwlun gnbwy wnwpbugbiu ’h Lolol, Ynuywtinhtini-
wnunt dwhwwwphwe, b wwpy £ gemninpu quyunuply wnwply wn np ’h Ynu-
ppwbinptinuynipu. npwbugh punphpt tnpht wnwpbugh wdpnnowwkbu ’h jhtg-
(wibin nyni dwhwwwphbw: buly wwpnibwlbw) pwtp b pnengu wjunghly, |h-
upp wwpnt, et tu wwipnnippbuwy Gd pbq. gnty wn Ybpnyhpbuwy wwnpotiuti wytin-
ghly, qunwownpmphiuu pd, E' punnibGih udwg b guwtlynyabt pn, b yuw'd k
wqquiglh <uyng puwllgling *h Uwwhwt, b npp juyy plinpu, gh quuywgpuly ju-
nwownnniebul hdn) hwuyppwipbing °h uyppwn hwungwtly, U pk wqqgpt jo-
dwp b wuwppwuy Gu, upgly b wwhwwbby wybwpup nuniduwpwt' pug fur
nnnnipbwtg piptwbg: Unji ghp wwpn £ ptpy jwdGbuyt wanwdng dnnnynyd,
b pwpninp Lu hgh, qh Get Ywpwwby uppuwqut Unpbyhulynynut® U Swlinp
Ywpnwwbiipnti’ h Uwywhwt, b wyp Jupnwwbyp Uywhwbne dGntiwnnpbughti b
bdw:

cunph wpwpbw) wnwpbugbu qfdninpu wu wn wwyphwnpu wqght <ur
Jng, nnp Gu jEodhwaoht, *h Upu, b’ h Ynupwinhtunuyoipu b wn Jupnwwbiyu
'h jUnpwdwn hwtnbnd pwnpgdwbnetwdp pnenu. b b udw dSpwnbw; ophtiw-
byop Ywpquinpnyptwdp Mnpbnwy nupwypwt dhwpwinyatwdp. b jutinply °h
tngnitig, qh Junywnwlyh wnwpbugbti qinyniu uwd qbphu Jupnuwwbyu <w-
Jng. ’h jhbgquuitin, mnblgtyng pun tnupti quytpwt hnuyu huyng, nppwt Yuw-
punp £ ptipbwtg, Juwuti mudwbg tnghti <wyng wpinuyngt °h jhbquuiin, hwt-
nbipd jwidtwpwpwlwt prpenyp <uyng wwinhwppwgl' Jupnuwtipwg, L
wy wgbinwwbiwg. wqqugt unghti wn <tuph “nkdntn puyduyn’ p pwnt 2*-
pkup Ypwu Lounotiwy. *h bt 49 pniny, U wn Qwb Plhypnpn pulyyuyn °h
fpwnt Ipbppuuyt Upnkn” uippppyn *h gonwalr 12, dwpnuwwbywg hwuwpwljwg
'h Lounot, b wuwpwy £ wunpphwppwg b Jupnuwbywg gnby b juyptby *h
Jwbdtwpwpwlwt pninput witinuply et dphts gnpwt wqqt huyng Yuwpnn Gu
dwubiwlhg |puty odwbnwlynpbwdp'’ h wwhwwbby qnuypwgpni:

Suwinip gnuudwt Jupnuwbywgt wytingply, uwd pwup dp winippp, jwnwy
pwbi gsnt unghti tpubgh hofuwtiptr <wyng (' Gnt npng winwiphti unpw °h jhtig-
(wbin). punph wpwnbwy ’h dGnt reneng dwuntughbtl wwpotmgti "nkdntin U PLy-
Pbnpnp b wn Funphnipnupwbiut Pppypnwtiwging. b oypwpnig dhwpwbinetiwtg,
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pL" Jupnwwbypl wiinphly dwdwbing Gt *h Lotipol. U nppwitr jugnnbuwy k
tngw hnquwy’h hwbqubwlynnwg' Juwutl wwhwwindt jwnwewnnpbw) nuypur
it wqquig hipbwtg ’h Lounot, U ywgbt quuippnitp Jupnwwbypwgt wy-
tnghly, qh pun dwdwbbit htpbwtg *h Lotnot dp' Guuubihgbt junweowgnii wn
wyy np. bl n’s wn <tupp nkdnbn puldugpt b Qi Phipnpn pulduypti, npp p
pwnt Uopbd upnphy? Lotinotwy, qh qytnohbiu, wyu £ wipbwnuippl &pryp-
2twy tunphnipnwpwbpt Pnpyppwtiuging b oypwn nupwigpnnit dhwpwbinyeuwidp
h Lotinou:

(wliptip.) jhtipl tp' Swlynp Jupnwwbipt *h Uywhwl, b wyp puptljuwdp
pon wynp, quyudwblk punph wpwpbwy' gnbughp wn wdbtiuyl pupblywdu G6p°h
MNuwpulywuypwt, °h <unpyu, b wn wyb, nnp’ h jlipgnipnid, ° h (ehdihq, *h 4nu-
ppwbinptinuynipu, U °h Mwwuagpwt, gh U bnpw gpbiugkt wn wqqu pipbwbg
Jwdbbuwyt nipkp dwumgbyng ungw, gqh ’h hwupwinpii *h Lotinot unjiyhup
nupwpni dp, mpwbon dwulymbp <uwyng muwbbyng nwuntdt judbiugt ghuyni-
fpiwtig wphtupphg b shdwgnwdu Uibppnwpwbpt, pwnd nhindwt wébyny qunuw
Jbytnbghti jpaquuitinuy, n's Lu jwennbghti Gupnihlypl nuwpdmguwily qunuw *h
Yypotiu “wpennphlywg, umt Jbpopt tpwbwlhwtl pwbpt, wwpin £ pbq gnby wn
wdbtiwytr wwnphwppu U Jupnuwwbyu nipnipkp U pglt:

Gt wwpott Uwup® ywljunht hgt*h buwwhwt Yud * b Lnpwt' swtinw-
gbu bdw quupnibwlybwy wnwplwyt pneny hdny, b puunpbw’ Lu p bdw gh
gnbiugk twli*h <fuph nkdntn. pulduypt b Qb Plypnpn puliduynt juyyptt-
(nY tngw qunwnluyt pnen pdny, bwb futinpbw b dugppp Uwkt, gh gnbugk
quyudwbt pupblwdwg pipng npp’ h Lotinot:

e htipn hnqw' *h Uwwhwt, *h dGnt hwhqwtwlynpbwt phend quwu-
buwinp pdt’ h wkypwu ungls jwnwownnniebwt, gotiiw Uphtis gintip hwppip nnup-
(b, bu Gl Guplnp thgh pnduitnwlly, dwry Jbpny jhpbwy punpblwdwgt pdng
'h jhuquuiin dpts gnppwt Yuplinp (wbptpe.) pbq hnquwy ’h hwbqwbwynnwg
nn *h Uwwhw, *h Phpnup np b Upppw gnt snpu- Udbphpugh puipnghsp,
npng wbnwipt G4’ h bbppny:

Muwpntwyp Shuly, Lhug, Fninky b Pppn®® gpbw’ ungw hbplibwy JGpgu-
nniphit ujwpotiwyp Shuly, Lhtq, Fmnk b Pppn 2unphpe Apugip Uppnyr™ pul-
yuwyn Pppynwtiuging funphnipnwiywy ’ h Phpnun, ° h (Gwnt Lhpwbwting, b Sw-
bn' ungw quuuwpwly funphnipnny Juwuti upgbyry nypwgpinds dp °h Lotinot
Yuwuli wqgpu, b jutnptw'’ h ungniig qh unpw bu gpbugbtl wn pwpblwdu pi-
pbwtg, *h jUdbpppuy, npwkugh pwpbwwyp Lppuippnbbuyp npp *h jUdeph-
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pwy, wnuwpbugtt qhwbqwbtwlyu pipbwbg, Jwut Yupquinpnyebwt <wjng
nupwywb ’h Lotnot wn wwpotuti “inkdntin U PEypnpn. tnpw wnbibyng Gu
Ywuti gh yjnyd pupbywd Gu ptéd, wwny k pliq bwlb wnwpby tngw qopptiwlyb, ’h
udw Spwpbwy Yupquinpnyebwdp Pnpbnwy nwpwpnnibb:

Nwpwp [ pliq jhppunpwlyly”h prinpul, jnpu gpbing hgku, wn wwipphwppu,
b wn Jupnwwbiyu wqgh pnid, gh qupnwwbiyu gnpu wnwpbing Gt h jhug-
(whbin httyng Gt winwdp Yunwywnswgt wybnpply, b whnwdp dnnnymyt, jni-
unighsp dwtiywtig, ’ h pppuppnbbwlwt Jupnwwbpnepibu, pwpngbiny jwdt-
buytinid dhwitipwlih, wpwlbpypwg pipbwig' b Yupwnby quuupypwdniiu <uyng
h dwpnwt npuwywt: Gr wwigpphwppt <wyng dhuwyt nibbigh quindwbiwin-
pnipfut opptiwg, ophtbyry quipwlpyput *h Jupnwwbpwlwt Yupqu, qlup
nwnbwyny bngw jupfuwpht pipwbig: Un h pinty qunwownpnidpu wyu h fu-
ppwpnudts nibipu ipbuwbly *h Jwpibwt pnenu ghdu puly dGntiwnpniptwdp,
hwbqutwlyp, pEL GJ Gu wnpwi pwpngps, huly (G hwiwuph, np dawd pnn
aodwppyn

3nyukth doid

NOTES

"It refers to the merchant Martiros Mkrtich Davit, whom Wolff met in Shiraz.
According to Wolff, he works zealously to enlighten the Armenians; he has written
several pamphlets against the Pope’s Council of Chalcedon and is the first Armenian
to have published some tragedies in his native language, who also seeks to halt the
progress of the Catholics in converting his people (see Missionary Journal of the
Rev. Joseph Wolff, Missionary to the Jews, vol. IIl., London, 1829, p. 38).

2 Esquire: English term meaning “Mr.” or “gentleman.”

% A city in Persia (Bushehr).

* A city in Irag (Basra).

® The name of this London district is unrecognizable.

® The Armenian leader of Isfahan. Wolff mentioned his name in the second
volume of his first travelogue (Missionary Journal of the Rev. Joseph Wolff,
Missionary to the Jews, vol. 2, London, 1828, p. 355).

" The name of this London district is also unrecognizable.

8 Probably refers to Markham Street.

2 Unknown person.
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' Wolff mentioned the names of these four American missionaries active in
Lebanon in the second volume of his first travelogue (Missionary Journal of the Rev.
Joseph Wolff, Missionary to the Jews, vol. 2, pp. 4, 15, 132, 187, 189, 219, 298,
301). Among them, Pliny Fisk (1792-1825) and William Goodell (1792-1867) are
notable. Goodell worked for twenty years on translating and publishing the Bible
into Armenian-script Turkish.

 No information was found about the “British Council Agent” Peter Abbott
who operated in Beirut.
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