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JIEBOH MEJIMKCET-BEK -
HUCCJIEJOBATEJIb KAMEHHBIX BUIITAIIOB
APCEH FOBOXH
Pe3some

Krioueswie cnosa: Jleson Menuxkcem-bex, apxeonocus, ocasaxemu, Tpuanemu,
Me2anumuyeckas Kyabmypa, KameHuble suuiansl, ucciedosanus 1920-vix 2.
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Kagrkazosen JleBon Menmkcer-bek (1890—1963) n3BecTeH HaydHOMY MUPY
KaK MEIMaBHCT-UCTOYHUKOBeA. Kak apxeosor OH 3aHHMAalCi H3y4YCHHEM
METAIUTUYECKUX NaMSATHUKOB, B YACTHOCTH — KAMEHHBIX BHUILIAMOB.

JI. Mennukcer-bek mposiBiisii 0coOBIi HHTEPEC K apXEoJIOTHH eIle BO BpeMs
yueonl B Onecckom yHuBepcutete. [locne yueObl OH ObUT YICHOM HECKOJIBKUX
apXeOJIOTHIECKUX 00IIECTB, 3aHUMas PyKOBOASIINE JOKHOCTH.

B 1923-1930 rr. Menukcet-bek Bell aKTUBHYIO apX€0JIOTUYECKYIO JIEATEIb-
HOCThH B pa3HbIX dacTsx [ pys3un (Kaxern, KaBrypu, IOxnas Ocerus, Tpuanetn,
J>xaBaxeTn), u3y4asi CpeJHEBEKOBbIe MaMATHUKU. OJIHAKO peaNbHOI apXeolo-
rueit Menukcer-bek 3aHUMaeTCs He B 00JIACTH CPETHEBEKOBOH, a JIOUCTOpHYEC-
KO apXeoJIOTUU: B YaCTHOCTH, 0OBEKTOM UCCIICAOBAHUS aBTOPA SIBJISIOTCS Me-
TATATHYECKHUE MMaMIATHUKU 9acTUdHO B OceTnH, HO TMPEeUMYIIECTBEHHO B J[xa-
BaxeTu u Tpuaneru.

Kamennsle BUIIANIBI U BasKHYIO POJIb CPEIU ITUX MAMATHUKOB. Menuk-
cet-bek nccnenoBan 17 enunun Bumanos, 10 U3 KOTOPBIX OBLTH OOHAPYIKEHBI
aBTOPOM, a OCTaJIbHBIC, KAK TAKOBBIC, TAKXKe ObUIN OmpeaescHbl UM. MemuKceT-
bex paccmaTpuBaeT 3TH MaMATHUKH B KOHTEKCTE METAIUTUYECKON KYJIbTYPHI,
3aTparuBacT BOMPOCH UX TaTHPOBKU U UCTOPUIECKOTO 3HAUCHHSI.

B Bompoce wHTeprperanuu BHUIIANOB, W HE TONBKO, MenmKceT-0ex ObLT
npeacraBurenieM mkoibl Hukonas Mappa, XoTst TudHO Jekiuil Mappa He city-
mrast. OH COTOCTAaBIISI apXE0JIOTUIECKUE TAaHHBIE C HCTOPHUKO-3THOTpaUIecKu-
MU CBEJICHUSIMU U JeNlajl peKOHCTPYKIIUHU, BOCCO3IAIONINE UCTOPUIO MaTEPHAIIb-
HOH KYJIBTYPBL.

Kamennsie Bummansl uMenu il MenukceT-0eka TakKe U Ipyroe 3HaUYCHUE:
KaK «?IHIEMUYHBIe» MaMSATHUKH APMSHCKOTO HAaropbsi, OHH OOeclednBaiIn
aBTOPY MOJICO3HATEIBHYIO CBSI3b C 3eMJIEH U KyJIbTYPOU CBOUX HPEIKOB.

Apcen Boboxsan — k. u. H., oupekmop Hncmumyma apxeonozuu u smuozpaguu
HAH PA. Hayunvie unmepecsi: npobiemvl MamepuaibHol U 0yX08HOU KYJib-
mypwi Opesneli Apmenuu. Asmop 3 monoepaghuii u 6onee 100 cmameii.
ORCID:0000-0002-2277-8281. arsen.bobokhyan@sci.am
LEVON MELIKSET-BEK — RESEARCHER OF DRAGON STONES
ARSEN BOBOKHYAN

Summary

Keywords: Levon Melikset-Bek, archaeology, Javakheti, Trialeti, megalithic
culture, dragon stones, researches of 1920s.

Levon Melikset-Bek, a specialist in Caucasian Studies, is known to the
scientific community as a medievalist and expert in Source studies. As an
archaeologist, he studied megalithic monuments, in particular dragon stones.
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L. Melikset-Bek showed a special interest in archaeology during his studies
at Odessa University. After his studies, he was a member of several
archaeological societies holding senior positions.

In 1923-1930, Melikset-Bek carried out energetic archaeological activity in
different parts of Georgia (Kakheti, Kavturi, South Ossetia, Trialeti, Javakheti)
studying medieval monuments. However, Melikset-Bek is engaged in real
archaeology not in the field of medieval, but prehistoric archaeology: in
particular, the author's object of research is megalithic monuments partly in
Ossetia, but mainly in Javakheti and Trialeti.

Dragon stones played an important role among these monuments. Melikset-
Bek examined 17 units of dragon stones, 10 of which were discovered by the
author, and the rest, as such, were also identified by him. Melikset-Bek considers
these monuments in the context of megalithic culture, touches on the issue of their
dating and historical significance.

In the matter of interpretation of the significance of dragon stones, and not
only, Melikset-Bek was a representative of the Nikolay Marr school, although
he did not personally listen to Marr’s lectures. He compared archaeological data
with historical and ethnographic information and made reconstructions
recreating the history of material culture.

The dragon stones also had another meaning for Melikset-Bek: as “endemic”
monuments typical of the Armenian Highlands, they provided the author with a
subconscious connection with the land and culture of his ancestors.

Arsen Bobokhian — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Director of the Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography of NAS RA. Scientific interests: problems of
material and spiritual culture of ancient Armenia. Author of 3 monographs and
more than 100 articles. ORCID:0000-0002-2277-8281. arsen.bobokhyan@sci.am





