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Abstract

In this article, we have presented interesting information about the activity
of the schools of Artsakh of the second half of the 19" century, based on the
materials of the periodicals “Haykakan Ashkharh” and *“Ardzagank”. A general
idea is given about the activities of diocesan, realakan, male, female, mid-class,
two-class, mixed gender schools of Artsakh. We have presented the activities of
some supervisors (directors) of the Shushi diocesan school, emphasized the
peculiarities of their pedagogical views, elucidated the school's internal
regulations, the process of educational courses, the ways of educating and
teaching students as well as some financial problems based on the facts included
in different issues of the periodicals. The article mentions the existence of church
parish schools in the north-eastern regions of Artsakh. We also value the
activities of the branch of the Armenian Benevolent Society of Shushi, various
supervisors, benefactors and other patriots who have played a great role in the
long-term process of some schools in Artsakh. The significance of the
manuscripts found in the churches of different regions in the educational and
cultural life of Artsakh has also been referred to.
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The Reflection of the Activities of Schools of Artsakh...

Introduction

One of the main centers of the Armenian culture is the School with a history
of thousands of years. It has been considered the most important factor in the
manifestation and survival of national independence for centuries. The way of the
centuries-old Armenian educational and cultural life was particularly manifested in
the second half of the 19" century. Armenian pedagogue G. Harutyunyan has
made an interesting note about it: “...Studies show that under the influence of the
advanced Russian culture, educational work and pedagogical thought in Armenian
reality began to develop from the 50s and 60s of the 19" century. The
Professional pedagogues such as Gh. Aghayan, A. Bahatryan, N. Ter-Ghevondyan,
S. Bekzadyan, S. Mandinyan, Khoren Stepane and others who had practised in
Russia and Europe, came to the arena. Together with them, many Armenian
writers also had been active in long-term or short-term pedagogical work. They
discussed various issues related to education and upbringing in their public
writings and artistic works. Among them were P. Shanshyan, Perch Proshyan,
Raffi, Muratsan and others™.!

In the 50s and 60s of the 19™ century, the socio-political and pedagogical
movements that arose in Russia and Transcaucasia had their beneficial effect on
Armenia as well, where the Armenian school and pedagogical thought also began
to develop. New diocesan,? parochial schools were opened next to the existing
Armenian religious schools. Male, female, one-class (Uhnwujw), two-class
(Gpynwujw), Mixed Gender schools® (bplubin) gradually began to appear in
Artsakh. It should be noted that the parochial schools supported by the income
and donations of the church were under the management of the parish
communities. Among the schools operating in the second half of the 19" century
were the Diocesan Theological School of Shushi (opened in 1838), the Amaras
Monastery School of the province of Varanda (in 1857), the Parish School of the
village of Avetaranots (since 1873), the Parish School of the village of Ashan (since
1873), the Parish School of Balluja village (since 1873), the Monastic School of
Gandzasar (since 1857 and actively operating in the 20s and 30s of the 19™
century), the Parish School of Gishi village (1888), the Parish School of the village

! “Kantegh” 2002, Ne 4, 213-214. https://artsakhlib.am/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/
Harutyunyan-Grigori-Artsakhahay-dprocy-19-20-rd-dar.pdf [07.17.2024]

2 About diocesan schools, see “Ardzagang” 1890, Ne 21, 1-3.

3 About the Mixed Gender schools (male and female), see “Ardzagang” 1889, N2 6, 88.
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of Gyulatagh (since 1873), the Parish School of the village of Chartar (1884), the
Parish School of the village of Dahraz (since 1873), the Parish School of the
village of Dashbulagh (Astghashen, since 1888), the Parish School of Yerits
Mankants Monastery (opened in the 1860s), the Male Parish School of Taghavard
village (1884), the Parish School of the village of Khachmach (since 1873), the
Parish School of the village of Khanapat (1884), the Parish School of the village of
Khnushinak (1873), the Parish School of the village of Norshen (1881), the Parish
School of the village of Ningi (1890), the Hripsimian Girls’ Secondary School in
Shushi (opened in 1876 due to the efforts of Vardapet Aristakes Sedrakyan), the
Parochial School next to the Monastery of Virgins in Shushi (Kusanats Anapat
which operated in 1873), the Parish School operating next to the church of
Aguletsots of Shushi, the Male School of St. Astsvatsatsin Church of Meghretsots
(since 1873), Gayane Danielyan's Mixed Gender school in Shushi (since 1873),
Realakan College of Shushi (1881), Mariam-Ghukasyan Girls’ Secondary School of
Shushi, Armenian private schools of Shushi,* etc.

The periodical press of that time played a great role in the spread of
education and the development of schools. Many published periodicals objectively
covered the problems of various spheres of Artsakh’s educational life (related to
the teaching process, programs, necessary subjects, material problems of the
schools, etc.) and gave appropriate evaluations.> Among those periodicals, the
role of “Haykakan Ashkharh” and “Ardzagang” was paramount.

The Scholarly Innovation of the Article and the Purpose of the Study

Various problems of the educational life of Artsakh of the second half of the
19" century have so far been covered by a number of representatives of science.®
However, the research of the scientific topic under study has not been thoroughly
studied from the point of view of the materials included in the Eastern Armenian
periodical press. Therefore, our goal is to provide a detailed description of the
financial situation of the schools operating in various regions of Artsakh during

“ For details on this, see Khudoyan 1987, 354-383.

5 “Ararat”, “Hyusisapayl”, “Meghu Hayastani’, “Krunk Hajoc Ashkharhi”, *“Haykakan
Ashkharh”, “Mshak”, “Pordz”, “Gorts”, “Ardzaganq”, “Nor Dar”, “Azgagrakan Handes”, etc.

% The opening of the Girls’ School of Mother of God St. Mary, Shushi, Karabakh, 1864;
Avagyan 1989; Leo 1911; Leo 1914; Yerkanyan 1982; Khudoyan 1987; Barkhudareants
1996; Grigoryan, Harutyunyan 2001; Balayan 2002; Harutyunyan 2010; Avanesyan,
Harutyunyan 2014, etc.
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that period, the activities of the supervisors of the theological schools, the
progress and gaps in their educational programs as well as the number of
students, evaluation criteria and other issues based on materials picked out of the
Eastern Armenian periodicals. Our goal is also to present valuable information
about diocesan, parochial, male, female, one-class, two-class and mixed gender
schools of Artsakh in the second half of the 19™ century based on the materials
included in the press of the period.

As we mentioned above, the Eastern Armenian periodical press operating in
the second half of the 19" century has also touched upon the topic under study.

In the framework of our research, we have included the valuable information
reflected in two of the Eastern Armenian periodicals, “Haykakan Ashkharh” and
“Ardzaganq” periodicals which are related to various problems of Artsakh’s
educational life.

Contents

Of parrticular interest is the information in an article by Sargis Ter-
Ghazareants in the “Haykakan Ashkharh” journal which has the title “A Letter
from Shushi”.” According to those data, since the day of its establishment, the
Armenian Theological School of Artsakh (Karabakh) had undergone many changes
related to the activities of various supervisors, benefactors and other nationalist
figures.The journal emphasizes their dedication to the development of education
in Artsakh.®

Continuing the description of the internal changes of the Armenian
Theological School, the “Haykakan Ashkharh” journal refers to the patriot Nerses-
bek Atabekyan with whose efforts in 1858, the school in Artsakh improved
notably, and he was appointed to the position of the Supervisor and Senior
Teacher of the Theological School by the Spiritual Consistory: “Since 1858, the
Armenian high-ranking intellectual Nerses-bek Atabekyan has been considered
the benefactor of this school. His diligence and patriotic spirit played an important
role in the improvement of the status of the school, and by the decision of the
leadership of the local Spiritual Consistory, he took the position of an Overseer

7 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, N2 6-7, 228.
8 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, Ne 67, 229.
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and Senior teacher; he was the reason for the educational advancement of many
disciples who (...) preyed for their benefactor’s long and prosperous life”.°

The author of the article mentions Grigor Vardapet Aghapireants as the next
patriotic figure, noting that the latter too enhanced the development of order in
the School of Artsakh (Karabakh) during the years of his leadership (in 1852).
Thanks to his efforts, the internal regulations of the School became strict, and the
number of the students and patriotic teachers increased. But for some reasons he
had to leave his post.'

The *“Haykakan Ashkharh” periodical, continuing its reflections on the
Spiritual School of Shushi, mentions P. Shanshyan' who became the Supervisor
of Karabakh Diocesan School in 1863. The latter had received his higher
education at Moscow, Petersburg and Sorbonne Universities.’? Without
commenting on Shanshyan’s activities, the author of the article only mentions that
after he resigned, disagreements arose between different classes of the society,
especially teachers and students,”® regarding the selection for the position of the
school supervisor. It should be noted that P. Shanshyan’s pedagogical views were
mainly aimed at implementing changes in the educational system of the national
school in the first half of the 19" century. Thanks to the changes he made in the
educational programs, the level of education in the Diocesan School of Shushi
improved immensely." During the years of his leadership, attention was paid to
the moral, patriotic, physical and aesthetic education of the students in the
Armenian schools of Tiflis and Artsakh.’

The “Haykakan Ashkharh” periodical, referring to the activities of the
supervisors of the Theological School of Artsakh (Karabakh), appreciates the
efforts of Senior Priest Grigor Avagiants and Agha-Matteos Hakhumeants thanks
to whom the 5™ grade was opened at the school. According to the data of the
periodical, the Spiritual School (Theological School) of Karabakh already had 5
classes and a preparatory department: the total number of students reached more

9 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, Ne 67, 229.

10 1hid.

1 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, N2 6-7, 229.

12« raber Hasarakakan Gitutyunneri” 2020, N 1, 62.

13 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, Ne 67, 229-230.

! For details on Petros Shanshyan’s pedagogical views, see “Dpratun” 2016, N2 1 (4), 88-94.
5 “Dpratun” 2016, N 1 (4), 92.
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than 200'. The courses were held in several languages: Armenian, Russian, etc.
The same number of students of that school was also mentioned in the periodical
No. 3 of 1871."" In this issue of the journal, the role of the Holy Archbishop Sargis
was highlighted in the progress of the school: “... The school is improving in every
way. This good fortune is the grace of Holy Archbishop Sargis who, ignoring his
old age and illness, works hard to keep the internal and external status of the
school high, employing his multi-skilled experience and unceasing care. His visits
to the school and wise advice to the trustees encourages the students and
teachers ...”.'8

“Haykakan Ashkharh” periodical has also published important and
interesting information about the Girls’ School of Mother of God St. Mary,
Karabakh,'® opened in 1864 by the efforts of great patriot Mariam Hakhumeants®
whose goal was to educate and bring up Armenian girls as future mothers.? That
school was under the high patronage of the Spiritual Governor of the Diocese of
Karabakh.?? “Haykakan Ashkharh” periodical writes that Mariam Hakhumeants,
having overcome enormous difficulties, invested a lot of effort in the development
of the Mariamyan Girls’ School.The school consisted of one class in which 17
female students studied; it had one supervisor and three teachers who taught
Armenian and Russian classes. Students also studied painting and handicrafts at
school.

As the periodical notes, in addition to the spiritual and girls’ schools, there
was also Arkunic school (Uppntuh nunwduwpuwt) in the city of Shushi. The school
consisted of four classes and one preparatory class. 150 students studied
there.The disciplins were taught in Armenian, Russian and Persian there. Besides,
there were also 14 private educational centers in the city.?

The importance of the subjects chosen to be taught in Artsakh schools and
especially the teaching of church singing as an important aspect of education is

16 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, Ne 6-7, 230.

7 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1871, Ne 3, 67.

18 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1871, N2 3, 67.

19 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, Ne 6-7, 230.

20 The opening of the Girls’ School of Mother of God St. Mary, Karabakh, 1864, 9-10.
2 The opening of the Girls’ School of Mother of God St. Mary, Karabakh, p. 4.

22 The opening of the Girls’ School of Mother of God St. Mary, Karabakh, 1864, 3.

2 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, Ne 6-7, 230-231.

24 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1866, N2 67, 231.
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emphasized in another issue of “Haykakan Ashkharh” periodical.?® Church
singing®® was taught at Artsakh Spiritual school due to the efforts of Khoren
Vardapet Stepane,?” whose activity is elucidated in the 1874 issue of the
periodical. The periodical writes: “1874 will be considered a significant year for
Karabakh and be remembered for a long time in the hearts of all truth-loving
people. Our Spiritual School which is the representative of Karabakh’s progress,
is in a bad state. Khoren Vardapet Stepane took care of the external and internal
improvements of both the school and the teachers, thanks to which the school
gained a great reputation among the society.... Then, he turned his attention to
the poor disciples who lacked not only classical paraphernalia but also clothing.
Thanks to his efforts, some fundraising was organized for the needs of the poor
students”.?®

There are some data about the efforts invested by Khoren Vardapet Stepane
in the Spiritual School of Artsakh in 1-2 issues of 1876 of the periodical.?® This
issue also presents certain information about the Girls’ School of Shushi: “The
society of Shushi also opened a Girls’ School last year in which Armenian girls
study Armenian, Russian, French, religion and handicrafts”.*® The author of the
article, in his turn, underscores the great importance in the educational programs
for Armenian girls of the subjects of the Armenian language and religion.*

The long and impressive speech of Vasak Papajanyan,®® the former
supervisor of the Spiritual National School of Artsakh, delivered in the hall of the
same school, on January 2, 1878, is noteworthy®3, as he referred to the quality of

% “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1874, N2 8-9, 241-244.

% “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1874, Ne 8-9, 243,

27 Khoren Stepane (Stepanos Stepanyants) Harutyunyi (1840-1900) was an Armenian ped-
agogue, editor, spiritual leader, politician and poet. From 1864, he published and edited the
journal “Krunk Hajoc Ashkharhi”, then from 1866 — “Haykakan Ashkharh”. In the 70s of the
19" century, he taught in the Armenian schools of Shushi, Tiflis and Baku.
http://www.armenianreligion-am.armin.am/am/Encyclopedia_stepane_khoren [07.17.2024]

28 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1874, Ne 1-2, 42-44,

29 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1876, Ne 1-2, 29.

30 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1876, N2 1-2, 30.

8! “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1876, Ne 1-2, 30-31.

32 Doctor of Philosophy, famous pedagogue, editor, public figure Vasak Papajanyan was
the supervisor of Shushi Diocesan School in 1877-1878.

33 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1879, Ne 1, 1.
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school education in Artsakh, noting its advantages and shortcomings, and highly
appreciated the activities of the teachers.®*

The literary and political weekly “Ardzagang” also referred to the activity of
the Armenian church-parish schools in Artsakh. In the issues of different years of
this periodical, there is a mention about the material situation of schools operating
in different regions of Artsakh, the progress of the students, the educational pro-
grams, their advantages and shortcomings. Indeed, the information about the
situation of the schools of Artsakh of the period is not comprehensive, however, it
gives us a chance to get a general idea of the question. In one of the issues® of
1886 of the periodical, there is a mention about the church® not far from
Getashen village of Artsakh, next to which a spiritual school was opened. As the
periodical notes, the financial resources collected for the benefit of the church
were allocated to the Armenian Theological School of Getashen.*” The information
about Banants village is also noteworthy. According to it, in the second half of the
19" century there were a number of comfortably built houses in the village; the
number of inhabitants reached nearly 174, and their main occupation was iron-
work and trade.®® The periodical notes: “The pious people of my village started
building the present spacious and magnificent church in 1863 and finished it in
1866. It can bring pride to the people. Ten years ago, a parish spiritual school
was opened here which continued its existence until the current general ordina-
tion”.3°

In another issue of the “Ardzaganq” periodical, valuable information about
the historical-architectural monuments*® of the north-eastern part of Artsakh is
presented, it also has a mention, concerning the Armenian Spiritual School of St.
Targmanchats Monastery (in the village of Khachakap,” in Northern Artsakh).

34 “Haykakan Ashkharh” 1879, Ne 1, 1-5.

3 “Ardzagang” 1886, N2 20, 294,

36 “Ardzaganqg” 1886, N2 20, 294,

7 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 20, 294.

%8 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 20, 295.

%9 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 20, 295.

40 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 21, 307-310.

4 According to the preliminary data, the Armenian St.Targmanchats Monastery was built
back in the 4™ century in the Gardman province of Utik of the historical Greater Armenia. Then
it was included in the territory of Northern Artsakh. Later, along with other Armenian territo-
ries, it was occupied by Azerbaijan.
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According to the inscription on the external facade of the church, the school was
opened during the time of Catholicos Gevorg D (IV) of Armenia due to the efforts
of the pious sons of Armenia. It was the time of the leadership of Archbishop
Gabriel Ayvazian, Bishop Aristakes Sedrakian and the abbotship of Vardapet
Theodoros Shirakuni. However, later it turned into ruins. A monastic school was
opened, the school buildings, the economic buildings, the bridge, etc. were
renovated, the walls of the school were renovated and widened, its interior was
improved along with the Matenadaran (library), which was a spiritual consolation
for Armenians in 1872-1885.% Then the inscription engraved on the facade of the
building of the Spiritual School is also mentioned: “The Spiritual School was
opened during the abbotship of Vardapet Theodoros Shirakuni in 1872”.* There
is also interesting information about the Theological School* operating next to the
church of the village of Pib (Pip).

Let us add that the information about the general regulations® of the
Armenian church, the parochial schools (which consists of 44 points), the
curriculum of one-class and two-class church parish schools,*® subjects, teaching
methods, their advantages and disadvantages, internal rules, material costs of the
Spiritual Mixed Gender Schools (male and female) of the city of Shushi (in
1886),* etc. is also of great value.

The “Ardzaganq” periodical demonstrates a very critical approach to the
internal situation, rules and regulations of the Diocesan Theological School of
Artsakh, the procedure for appointing supervisors, their and the trustees’
activities and other issues in an article titled “Artsakh people in their home”. The
author of the article expresses his deep dissatisfaction especially regarding the
order of appointing the supervisors of that school, the rules of hiring some
teachers, etc.*® The author of the article also mentions the Girls' School of Shushi,
highly appreciating its activity, especially during the time of Vardapet Khoren
Stepane: “... The city had an Armenian Girls’ School a long time ago, the

42 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 21, 309.

43 “Ardzaganq” 1886, Ne 21, 309.

44 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 23, 329.

4 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 27, 363-365.

46 “Ardzaganqg” 1886, Ne 30, 385.

47 “Ardzagang” 1887, N2 6, 87-88.

48 “Ardzaganq” 1886, Ne 33, 407-408. On the tense situation of the Theological School,
see also “Ardzagang” 1887, N¢ 29, 475.
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foundation of which was laid by Vardapet Khoren Stepane. That private school
was constantly competing with the Spiritual Girls’ School, and due to its good
condition, it was always the winner and always considered higher”.*°

Facts related to the Diocesan Theological School of Artsakh can be found in
the article titled “A Letter from Shushi” written on September 3, 1887 in the
weekly newspaper “Ardzagang”.>® This article describes the tense situation in the
Diocesan School at that time where the regulation of internal affairs was related to
the name of the local diocesan leader Bishop Karapet Ayvazyan: “After a long
wait, the local diocesan leader Bishop Ayvazian® who was lying sick, finally
arrived... Everyone was waiting for the Holy Father to fully recover; there were
many problems which the Armenian diocesan leader himself had to put in
order.The problem of the Diocesan School was still there. The former supervisor
had made only a few changes”.5> Then the author of the article takes a critical
approach related to the financial expenses of the Diocesan School.>®* Comparing
the years of Sedrak Mandinyan’s leadership, he notes that during his time the
condition of the school was relatively good. In the same article, the activity of
Sedrak Mandinyan is highly appreciated: “... Mr. Sedrak Mandinyan's period of
leadership was called the Golden Age of the school”.>* And in the newspaper No.
36 of 1889, the opening of a new class in the Diocesan School and the Girls’
School is mentioned: “They write to us from Shushi: this year, the Diocesan
School opens the sixth grade, and the former students of the school are invited by
a separate announcement to join that grade to complete their school course with
an exam”.* Then the problem of having appropriate teachers at school is
presented.>® The fact that the local Girls’ School (Ophnpnwg nwpng) moved to

49 “Ardzaganqg” 1886, Ne 33, 408.

0 “Ardzagang” 1887, Ne 34, 538. This article had been formerly (1886) published in
“Hayastan Ashkharh”.

5! About Bishop Karapet's speech, see “Ardzagang” 1887, N2 42, 667 (it was related to the
departure of Armenian soldiers to the front, that was announced at the Armenian school in
Shushi). About the latter, see also “Ardzagang” 1889, Ne 33, 488-489, 1890, N¢ 27, 6, 1890,
Ne 32, 4.

52 “Ardzagang” 1887, Ne 34, 538.

3 “Ardzaganq” 1887, Ne 34, 538. On the financial expenses of the Diocesan School of
Shushi, see also “Ardzagang” 1889, Ne 18, 269.

54 “Ardzaganqg” 1887, Ne 34, 538.

%5 “Ardzagang” 1889, Ne 36, 533-534.

%6 “Ardzaganq” 1889, Ne 36, 534.
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an inconvenient building above the shops below Topkhan is also mentioned. Then
the School’s trusteeship was completely separate from the Diocesan School, and
H. Ayvazian (3. UjJwqjwu) was appointed as a Senior Teacher.’

There is some information in the periodical No. 10 of 1891 about the role of
Bishop Karapet Ayvazean, the leader of the Diocese, in solving some problems
related to the school as well as on the separation of the Girls’ School from the
Spiritual Diocesan School.®

Another article of “Ardzaganqg” periodical titled “Armenian Monasteries in
Karabakh” mentions the famous Armenian architectural structures of Artsakh:
Gandzasar Monastery, Amaras Monastery, Khota Monastery (funpw Jwup), St.
Hakoba Monastery (in the province of Khachen), Yerits Mankants Monastery (in
Jraberd), St. Gevorg Monastery (or St. George — it was in the province of
Khachen), St. Yeghishe Monastery, St. Ghevondeants Monastery, Gtchavang
Monastery (Gtichavank) and Spitak Khach Monastery. The Armenian spiritual
schools that operated next to those monasteries as well as other important
historical events are also mentioned.®® The periodical presents detailed
information about the foundation of the Gandzasar monastery, its significant
historical activities and other important issues as well as the school of the
monastery: “The Gandzasar school was more prominent in the late 1830s-1850s
during the time of deceased scholar Hovsep Vardapet from Artsakh who gave
Karabakh many Armenian priests, some of whom deserve a mention today”.®°

Let’'s emphasize that, in addition to the donations made by various
benefactors, the use of the money received from the sale of church candles was
also important in supporting the spiritual church schools of Artsakh.®! The
“Ardzaganq” newspaper wrote about this: “In two days it will be three years since
the day of the candle sale of the Diocesan School of Shushi”.®? Then, the author
describes in detail the methods of selling candles and the significance of the profit
obtained from it.®®

57 “Ardzagang” 1889, Ne 36, 534.

%8 “Ardzaganq” 1891, Ne 10, 150.

%9 “Ardzaganq” 1886, Ne 44, 576-578.
60 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 44, 577.

& “Ardzagang” 1887, N2 2, 21.

52 “Ardzaganqg” 1887, Ne 45, 706.

53 “Ardzagang” 1887, Ne 45, 706.
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Figures from various fields of the Armenian social life also participated in the
charity programs. On one of the pages of the “Ardzaganq” newspaper, there is an
interesting historical episode related to the Girls’ School of Shushi. The author of
the article, presenting interesting information (on June 16, 1887) about
Ghazanchetsots St. Amenaprkich Armenian Church of the city of Shushi, notes
that Mr.T. Tamiryan took measures to build the dome of the newly built church
with his own expenses.®* Then, referring to the location of the Girls’ School, he
notes that the school did not have its own building: the spiritual authority or the
school trustees paid a rent of 500 roubles per annum to the house where the
school was located. The author of the article believes that it would be desirable for
Mr.T. Tamiryan to allocate some money for the purpose of establishing that
school.®®> Analyzing and to some extent criticizing the problem of not providing a
separate building to the Girls’ Theological School (Ophnpnwg hnglunp nwpng),
he also refers to A. Khandamireants’ will. He adds that after A. Khandamireants’
death, in 1884, his successors made written promises to the spiritual authority to
allocate a certain amount of money from the will to that Spiritual Diocesan
School.®® Interesting information about this is given further on: “... According to
the will of Aristakes Khandamireants 20.000 roubles are allocated to the
Armenian Diocesan School of Shushi, 20.000 roubles — for the construction of a
new Girls’ School in Shushi, which is already in process. 5000 roubles are
allocated to bring water from outside the city to that Girls’ School, and the
remaining 3000 roubles are allocated for the benefit of the poor Armenian
students™.®’

In the first issue of the newspaper of 1889 the Artsakh schools are described
as follows: “We have received the saddest information about the Armenian Girls’
School of Shushi: as we are informed, the Girl’s School is facing closure very soon
due to lack of income; The Spiritual School of Shushi is facing the same danger. It
is hard for us to believe this sad news now because the reasons for the danger are
not clear to us”.%® The same issue of the newspaper also mentions about the male

54 “Ardzaganq” 1887, N2 23, 341.

5 “Ardzaganq” 1887, N2 23, 341.

56 “Ardzagang” 1887, Ne 23, 341-342. On the will of A. Khandamireants, see also
“Ardzagang” 1891, Ne 10, 150.

57 “Ardzagang” 1891, Ne 35, 1.

58 “Ardzagang” 1889, Ne 1, 7.
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schools of the region of Hadrut: “The inhabitants of the place, having a fairly
prosperous situation, maintain two male elementary schools in which there are
hundreds of students. However, there is no girls’ school here, and everyone feels
the need for it. People have unanimously decided to open a school for girls; An
‘Auxiliary Society’ is formed whose members must donate a certain amount for
the benefit of that school within ten years: some — 5, some — 3 and some — 1
rouble. 50 roubles from the performance of the theater lovers will be allocated to
that school. People asked Holy Father Ter Ayvazian, leader of the Diocese to open
the school”.®®

In the regular issues of the “Ardzaganqg” newspaper of 1889 information is
given about three schools which are considered financially secure and can
continue their activities without interruption. Those schools are: 1) The church —
parochial school of Hadrut which was opened during the time of the former
diocesan overseer Hovhannes Ter-Grigoryan (now — Vardapet Vahan), and thanks
to his special work, it had an intact capital of one thousand roubles... In addition
to this, the inhabitants of Hadrut who are generous people feeling the importance
of the school, provide the necessary funds for its maintenance; 2) The Church
Parish School of Sarushen where Mr. Grigor Ayvazyan, an inhabitant of Baku,
several years ago after praying to the Gospel of Sarushen and being healed of
pain, vowed to open the school at his own expense; 3) The Parochial School of
Sarushen which was opened with the special effort of Mr. Mikayel Sarumyan, and
an annual allowance of 300 roubles was provided by his brothers. There are
other schools, which, though developed from the point of view of their
curriculum, often face difficulties financially.”

“Ardzaganq” newspaper also offers not to leave out of attention the
manuscripts found in the churches of different regions of Artsakh, because they
have played an indispensible role in the educational life of Artsakh. Among them
one can see the illustrated script Gospel of the church not far from Getashen,”
the manuscript found in the village of Voskanapat,’ the illustrated script Gospel
of St. Hovhannes Church (1863) of the village of Chovdar,” several manuscripts

59 “Ardzagang” 1889, N2 1, 9.

0 “Ardzaganq” 1889, Ne 4, 57.

7 “Ardzagang” 1886, Ne 20, 293.
2 “Ardzagang”, 1886, N2 20, 294,
s “Ardzaganq”, 1886, Ne 20, 295.
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of Hartshangist village,” the manuscript of St. Hovhannes Church of Gandzak,”
the parchment illustrated Gospel of the Monastery of St. Targmanchats,’® the
illustrated Gospel of the Pib (Pip) village,” the handwritten Gospel of Mrs.
Margarit Aleksanyan from Shushi (which was donated to the Etchmiadzin
Museum)”® and Armenian manuscripts from other regions.

Conclusion:

= The periodicals “Haykakan Ashkharh” and “Ardzaganq” thoroughly cov-
ered the activity of diocesan, church-parochial, male, female, one-class, two-class
and two- gender (mixed gender) schools of Artsakh in the second half of the 19™
century. These periodicals provided information on the activities of supervisors,
programs, subjects, achievements, shortcomings and other issues of the schools.
There is remarkable information about the manuscripts found in the churches of
Artsakh, which played an important role in the development of Armenian educa-
tional and cultural life.

= In contrast to “Haykakan Ashkharh” journal, the materials of which are
mainly related to the activities of spiritual, church parochial schools of Shushi, the
materials included in different issues of the “Ardzaganq” newspaper are more
comprehensive from a territorial point of view which, in addition to the famous
schools of Shushi, also provide valuable information about the activities of church
parochial schools in various villages of Artsakh.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ujwqyuu U. 1989, Nwpwpwnh dwdniyh wwuwdnyeniu (1828-1920), tpuwu, ML
hpww., 288 L9: (Avagyan S. 1989, Gharabaghi mamowli patmowt'yown (1828-1920),
Erevan, EPH , 288 e¢']). Avagyan S. 1989, History of the Press of Karabakh (1828-1920),
Yerevan, “Yerevan State University”ed., 288 pp. (in Armenian).

UJwubujw U., Cwpnipyniyuu 9. 2014, Upgwiuh Yppwlywu hwdwlwpgp, Unb-
thwuwybipw, «Hqul wynw», 479 Lo: (Avanesyan A., Harowt'yownyan G. 2014, Arcaxi
krt'akan hamakargy', Step'anakert, «Dizak plyows», 479 e'j). Avanesyan A. Harutyunyan G.
2014, The Educational System of Artsakh, Stepanakert, “Dizak Plus”ed., 479 pp. (in
Armenian).

™ “Ardzagang”, 1886, Ne 20, 296.
s “Ardzagang”, 1886, Ne 20, 296.
6 “Ardzaganqg”, 1886, Ne 21, 309.
" “Ardzagang”, 1886, N2 23, 329-330.
78 “Ardzagang”, 1886, Ne 22, 321.

94



Harutyunyan M.

Pwpfuninupbwug U. 1996, Upgwfu, tplwl, «Upop» , 461 Le: (Barxowdareanc M.
1996, Arcax, Erevan, «Aro'r» , 461 e')). Barkhudareants M. 1996, Artsakh, Yerevan, "Aror"
ed., 461 pp. (in Armenian).

Pwjwjwi 4. 2002, Upgwfuh wwwndnye)niu, Gplwu, «Udwpwu», 408 ty: (Balayan V.
2002, Arcaxi patmowt'yown, Erevan, «Amaras» , 408 e'j). Balayan V. 2002, History of
Artsakh, Yerevan, "Amaras" ed., 408 pp. (in Armenian).

Qphgnpyuu £., Swpnipyniywu . 2001, Snighh NGwjwlwup, Gplwu, «Udwpwu»,
208 Lo: (Grigoryan H., Harowt'yownyan G. 2001, Showshii R'ealakany', Erevan, «Amaras»,
208 e'j). Grigoryan H. Harutyunyan G. 2001, The Realakan of Shushi, Yerevan, "Amaras"
ed., 208 pp. (in Armenian).

Gpywywu Jd. 1982, <wjjwlwu dowynypp 1800-1917 pe., bpuwu , <UUL U
hpww., 271 k9: (Erkanyan V. 1982, Haykakan mshakowyt'y' 1800-1917t't'., Erevan, HSSH
GA, 271 €'j) Yerkanyan V. 1982, Armenian Culture in 1800-1917, Yerevan, "Academy of
Sciences of the USSR" ed., 271 pp. (in Armenian).

LbEn 1911, Gpbutwdjwy <wjng pwpbgnpdwlwu puybpnyejwu Ynglwunid, (hdihu,
«Uu. Uwpuhpnubiwugh» wnwwpwu, 360 Le: (Leo 1911, Eresnamyak hayoc baregorcakan
y'nkerowt'yan Kovkasowm, T'iflis, «Mn. Martiroseanci» tparan, 360 e'j). (Leo 1911, Thirty
Years of the Armenian Benevolent Society in the Caucasus, Tiflis, “Mn. Martiroseants”
Printing House, 360 pp. (in Armenian).

LEn 1914, Mwwdnyehit Mwpwpwnh hwjng pbdwywu hngbitnp nupngh (1838-1913
pR-), [¢hdihu, ny. «L. Unwubwup», 695 to: (Leo 1914, Patmowtyuwn Gharabaghi hayoc
t'emakan hogevor dproci (1838-1913 t't'.), T'iflis, tp. «N. Aghaneani», 695 e'j). Leo 1914,
History of the Armenian Diocesan Theological School of Karabakh (1838-1913), Tiflis, “N.
Aghanian Printing House”, 695 pp. (in Armenian).

hunipnywu U. 1987, Upubjwhw) nwpngubipp 1830-1920 ppe., Gpluwu, «Lnyu», 620
Lo: (Xowdoyan S. 1987, Arevelahay dprocnery' 1830-1920 t't'., Erevan, «Lowys», 620 e'j).
Khudoyan S. 1987, Eastern Armenian Schools in 1830-1920, Yerevan, "Luys" ed., 620 pp.
(in Armenian).

Cwpnipyniywu U. 2010, Uswynipwiht  Wwupp LbEnuwht  Nwpwpwnnud
(Upgwfunw) 19-pn. nwph Gpypnpn Yeuhtu U 20-pn nwph uyqpht, Unbithwuwybp,
«thquy wynw», 159 tg: (Harowt'yownyan M. 2010, Mshakowt'ayin kyangy' Ler'nayin
Gharabaghowm (Arcaxowm) 19-rd dari erkrord kesin & 20-rd dari skzbin, Step'anakert,
«Dizak plyows », 159 e'j). Harutyunyan M. 2010, Cultural Life in Nagorno Karabakh
(Artsakh) in the Second Half of the 19" Century and the Beginning of the 20™ Century,
Stepanakert, “Dizak Plus” ed., 159 pp. (in Armenia).

Awpwpwnnt Shpwdwjp Unipp Uwphwdne ophnpnwg nwniwduwpwuh pwgybn, 1864,
Gniph, 53 Lo: (Gharabaghow Tiramayr Sowrb Mariamow o'riordac owsowmnarani bacvely’,
Showshi, 1864, 53 e'j). The Opening of the Girls’ School of Mother of Lord St. Mary of
Karabakh, Shushi, 1864 p. (in Armenian).

95



The Reflection of the Activities of Schools of Artsakh...

«Updwquwup», 1886, N2 20, N 21, Ne 22, Ne 23, Ne 27, Ne 30, N 33, Ne 44:
(«Ard'agang» 1886, N 20, Ne 21, N2 22, Ne23, N2 27, N2 30, N 33, Ne 44). “Ardzaganq”,
1886, N2 20, N2 21, N222, N223, N227, N2 30, N°33, N2 44 (in Armenian).

«Updwquup», 1887, N2 2, N2 6, Ne 23, N2 29, N2 34, N 42, N= 45: («Ard'agang» 1887,
Ne2, N2 6, N223, Ne29, Ne 34, N2 42, N=45).“Ardzaganq”, 1887, N2 2, N2 6, N2 23, N 29,
Ne 34, Ne 42, N2 45 (in Armenian).

«Updwquwup», 1889, N2 1, N2 4, N2 6, N2 18, N2 33, N2 36: («Ard'agang» 1889, N2 1, Ne
4, N2 6, N218, Ne 33, Ne 36).“Ardzaganq”, 1889, N2 1, Ne 4, Ne 6, Ne 18, N2 33, N2 36 (in
Armenian).

«Updwquup», 1890, Ne 21, Ne 27, Ne 32: («Ard'agang», 1890, Ne 21, N2 27, Ne 32).
“Ardzaganq”, 1890, N2 21, N°27, N2 32 (in Armenian).

«Updwgquwup», 1891, Ne 10, 35: («Ard'agang» ,1891, N= 10, 35). “Ardzaganqg”,1891, Ne
10, 35 (in Armenian).

Cwpnipyniywu U., MbGwpnu Cwugjwup  dwulwywpdwlwu  hwjwgpubpp,
«twypwwniur, Shwnwlwu  hnnwdubph  dnnnjwény, 2016, Ne 1 (4), Lty 88-94:
(Harowt'yownyan M., Petros Shanshyani mankavarjhakan hayacqgnery', «Dpratown»,
Gitakan hodvac'neri jhoghovac'o, 2016, N 1 (4), e'j 88-94). Harutyunyan M., Pedagogical
Views of Petros Shanshyan, “Dpratun”, Collection of Scientific Articles, 2016, N2 1 (4), pp.
88-94 (in Armenian).

Pwjuywi 4., Cnipht wqqwiht wnwownbd qunwiwpubph duwynpdwu W mwpwd-
dwu Ysunpnu (XIX n. Gpypnpn Yeu — XX n. uyhgp), «Lpwpbp hwuwpwlwlwu ghunge-
jnwuubiph», 2020, Ne 1, ko 62-79: (Balayan V., Showshin azgayin ar'ajadem gaghap'arneri
d'&avorman & tarac'man kentron (XIX d. erkrord kes — XX d. skizb), «Lraber hasarakakan
gitowt'yownneri», 2020, N2 1, e'j 62-79). Balayan V., Shushi as a Center for the Formation
and Dissemination of National Progressive ldeas (the second half of the 19" Century —
beginning of the 20™ century)), “Lraber hasarakakan gitutjunnneri”’, 2020, N2 1, pp. 62-79
(in Armenian).

Cwpnipyniywu 4., Upgwiuwhwy nwpngp 19-pn nwpp Gpypnpn Yesupu b 20-pn
nwph ulgppu, «“wuptn», ghunwlwu hnnjwsutiph dnnnjwént, Gpuwu, 2002, Ne 4, Lo
213-222: (Harowt'yownyan G., Arcaxahay dprocy' 19-rd dari erkrord kesin & 20-rd dari
skzbin, «Kant'egh», gitakan hodvac'neri jhoghovac'ow, Erewan, 2002, Ne¢ 4, e'j 213-222).
Harutyunyan G., Artsakh Armenian School in the Second Half of the 19" Century and the
Beginning of the 20™ Century, “Kantegh”, a Collection of Scientific Articles, Yerevan, 2002,
Ne 4, pp. 213-222 (in Armenian).

«Cwjjwywu wyfuwph», 1866, Ne 6-7, fudpwgpwlwu: («Haykakan ashxarh», 1866, N¢
6-7). “Haykakan Ashkharh”, N2 6-7, xmbagrakan (in Armenian).

«Lwjjwywu wotuwphy», 1871, Ne 3, ludpwgpwlywu: («<Haykakan ashxarh», 1871, Ne 3).
“Haykakan Ashkharh”,1871, Ne 3, xmbagrakan (in Armenian).

96



Harutyunyan M.

«Cwjwywu wtuwphy, 1874, Ne1-2, N2 8-9, tudpwgpwlwu: («Haykakan ashxarh»,
1874, Ne 1-2, Ne= 8-9). “Haykakan Ashkharh”, 1874, Ne 1-2, Ne 8-9, xmbagrakan (in
Armenian).

«Cwjjwywu wotuwphy, 1876, N2 1-2, tudpwgpwlwu: («<Haykakan ashxarh», 1876, Ne
1-2). “Haykakan Ashkharh”, 1876, N¢1-2, xmbagrakan (in Armenian).

«Cwjwywu wofuwph», 1879, Ne 1, fudpwgpwlwu: («<Haykakan ashxarh», 1879, Ne 1).
“Haykakan Ashkharh”, 1879, N 1, xmbagrakan (in Armenian).

https://artsakhlib.am/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Harutyunyan-Grigori-Artsakhahay-
dprocy-19-20-rd-dar.pdf

http://www.armenianreligion-am.armin.am/am/Encyclopedia_stepane_khoren
https://vsu.am/grger/2016/aprak/danielyantaron. pdf

ursukuh +*Nrnsuerh SNPONKLENRI3UL
ursusnLnhkue «<u3uluuv Uchuur<» 64
«urauguuve» NuresruuuLLerh ERGPNNY

XIX TP BPULrN/a UsU)

uurrute <Uurnhfe-3NhuL3Uu
Udthnthnid

XIX nwpph 50-60-wlwu pe. Mnuwunwund bW UWunpyndlyuuntd dwyw-
Jwé hwuwpwlwywu-pwnwpwywu b dwuywdwpdwlwu swpdndubipp pwnb-
pwn wgnbgnyenu Gu pnnt] bwl hwjwywu nwpngh nt dwuwdwpdwlywu
dinph qupgwgdwtu ypw: SGnpdnn hwjwlywu hngunp nwpngubiph Ynnphu
pwgybtight unp pbtdwywu, Gytnbgwlywu Stuwlwu nwpngubip: Upgwfuntd
htilnghtint uyubight pwgytii wpwlwu, hqulwu, dEynwujw, tpynwujw, Gpy-
ubin nwpngubin: GYbnGgwywu Stuwlwu nwpngubipp gwnuynwd thu Stuwlwu
hwdwjupubiph wnuophunyejwu wnwly, npnup wywhynw Ehu Glbnkgne GYwdnin-
utipny U uyppwinyniejniuubipny:

«lwjwlwu  wotuwph»  wduwghpp hwuqwdwunpbt - wunpunwnuwny
Cnphh ptdwywu nwpngh gnpdniubinyeywup’ Ywpunpb £ npny wnbunubiph
gnpdniubinueintup, pungdt) upwug Jwuwywpdwlwu hwjwgpubinh wnwus-
Uwhwuwnynuegyniuutbipp, ubpyuwywgpt) nwpngh ubippht wunuwywnpgp, nwnid-
Uwywu nwupupwgutinh gnpdpupwgp: Mwppbpwywuu hp quwhwwwlywuubp

97


https://artsakhlib.am/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Harutyunyan-Grigori-Artsakhahay-
http://www.armenianreligion-am.armin.am/am/Encyclopedia_stepane_khoren
https://vsu.am/grqer/2016/aprak/danielyantaron.pdf

The Reflection of the Activities of Schools of Artsakh...

E wnybi| nbunubiph gnpdniubinuyegjwiup, wowybipunubph nwunhwpwyniyejwut nt
nwuwyjwundwu dubiphu, $huwuuwywu npng fuunhpubipp:

«lwjywlwu woluwphy ywppbpwywut wunpwnwpdab) £ Upgwfunud XIX
nuwnh Gplnnpn Yauh nwpngubiph gnpdniubinuygwip:

«Updwagwup» gpwlwu b pwnwpwywu 2wpwpwebpep Upgwfuh Ytuwn-
phuwywu opowttubiph nwpngubiph gnpdnwutinyejwu (Nwpwudwup qnigwhbn,
niwnpnenu £ nupdptip bwl Upgwfuh hjnwhu-wplbywu gpowtutiph GYtnG-
gwlywu Sfuwlwu nwpngubiphtu: Cwpwpwetipep htitnwppphp wtintynieintu-
utip £ wnyb bwb <wy pwpbignpdwlwu pulybpniejwu, huswbu twl wnwudhu
wuhwwubph pwpbgnpdwlwt wofuwwmwupubph dwupt' Yuwlwsd hwlyulywu
nwnngubtiph gnpéniutinygjwu htiwn:

Pwuwh pwnbp' ptdwlwb nupng, nbwwlwt munwbwpwt, oppnpnwg nupng,
Stuwlwiti nwpng, Gltnbgh, Udwpwu, Fwidwuwn:

OTPAMEHUE OEATE/IbHOCTU LUKOJ1 APLAXA HA
CTPAHULLAX MEPMOAMYECKUX N3TAHNIA «AMKAKAH
ALUXAP» U «APO3ATAHK»

(BTOPAA NMNOJIOBUHA XIX BEKA)

MAPWHE APYTHOHAH

Pe3iome

B cratbe npenctaBneHbl CBEAEHMA O OEATENBHOCTU apPMAHCKUX LUKON,
peiicteoBaBluMx B Apuaxe Bo BTopoii nonosuHe XIX Beka. [lpepctaBneHHan
Hammn npobnema bbina paccMOTpeHa Ha OCHOBE MaTepuanoB, pasmeLLLeHHbIX Ha
CTpaHuLax NepuoamMyecknx nspaHuii «AiikakaH awxap» («ApMmAHCKUiA MUp»)
«App3araHk». Ha ocHoBe Hayu4HbIX MccnepoBaHUii NOAYEPKHYTO 3HadYeHne o0b-
LLLECTBEHHO-NOIMTUYECKOTO M NefarorMyeckoro ABUMEHWNA, pa3BEpPHYBLUEroCcA
B Poccum n 3akaBkasbe B 1850-1860-e roapl 1 okasaBluero 6narotBopHoe
BINAHME Ha pa3BUTME apMAHCKON LUKOMbI U nepjarornyeckoii Moicnn. Hapapy c
CYLLECTBYIOLLMMN apPMAHCKMMM [IYXOBHbIMM LLKONAaMW OTKpbIBaANCb HOBble
enapxvanbHble, LLepKOBHO-MPUXOACKME LIKoNbl. B Apuaxe peiictBoBanm Mys-
CKMe, MEHCKME, OJHOKNACCHble, ABYXKNAacCHble 1 ABynonble wWwkonbl. Llepkos-
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HO-MPUXOACKNE LLKOMbI HAXOAMUNUCh B BEAEHUM MPUXOACKUX OOLLMH M comep-
Ha/MCb 3a CYET LEPKOBHbIX LOXOA0B U NOKEPTBOBAHUIA.

Ha crpaHuuax mypHana «AiikakaH aluxap» nogpobHo ocBellanacb pes-
TenbHocTb LUylimHcKoro enapxmanbHoro yunnuila, a Takke paja pykoBoguTte-
neii. MNepuopmnyeckoe nsgaHne obbEKTUBHO OLEHMBANO BEATENBHOCTb HEKOTO-
pbix pykoBopuTeneii, MeTofbl BOCMUTaHWA U OOyYeHUA CTYLEHTOB, a TaKKe
obpaLuanock K pagy uHaHCcoBbIX npobnem.

«AlikakaH alixap» B 0OLLMX 4YepTax OCBeLlan [eATeNbHOCTb LEPKOBHO-
MPUXOACKMX, MYMCKUX, MEHCKMX, OFHOKNACCHbIX, ABYXKNACCHbIX W [ABYNONbIX
LKon, peiicTBoBaBLUMX B Apuaxe Bo BTopoii nonosuHe XIX Beka.

B omnuume ot ypHana «AlikakaH aluxap», nMTepaTypHO-NoAUTUYECKasA
exeHegenbHaA rasera «App3saraHk», paccMaTpuBas [LEATENbHOCTb LUKON B
LleHTpaNibHbIX paiioHax ApLiaxa, yroMuHana o LepKOBHO-NMPUXOACKUX LUKONax B
CeBepo-BOCTOYHbIX paiioHax Apuaxa. B rasere 6binu npegcraBneHbl MHTEpeC-
Hble cBefeHnA 06 ApmAaHckom bnaroTBopuTenbHoOM obLLecTBe, a Takke o bna-
rOTBOPUTENBHOI AEATENbHOCTU OTAENbHbIX UL, UMEIOLLUX OTHOLLEHWE K ap-
MAHCKUM LLIKONaMm.

KnioueBble cnoBa: enapxuanbHoe yyunuule, peanbHoe yqunuuje, eHCKasA
wkKona, npuxoOcKaA wkona, uepkosb, Amapac, [aHod3acap.
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