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Dearreader!

«Union of Young Scientists and Specialists of Artsakh» (UYSSA) NGO has
initiated more than four dozen programs during the nine years of its activity, of which
the Artsakh E-Library website can be singled out - www.artsakhlib.am, which presents a
consolidated repository of scientific, artistic and educational materials reflecting various

spheres of life of Artsakh and Armenia.
Currently, the number of materials on the site exceeded 12.300, and the number of authors of

materials - 5.840.

If you have published scientific work about Artsakh and Armenia and you wish to make it
available on our website, please send it to the following e-mail address:
artsakhlib@gmail.com. And if you are looking for the information on Artsakh and Armenia
but have not found it yet write to us to the same e-mail and we will try to help you.

It should be noted that you can also download FREE electronic versions of scientific
articles published in the journal «Scientific Artsakh» from the Artsakh E-Library website.

VYBaxkaemblii unTaTCIb!

ObuecTBennas opranuzanms «O0benunenue Monoabix Yuénpix u Crnenuanucros
Apuaxa» (OMYCA) B TeueHue CBOCH JICBATHIICTHEH ACATEILHOCTH WHUIMHMpOBaia
0ostee ueTBIPEX JecATKOB mporpaMMm. Cpein HUX MOXKHO BBUICHHTH CAHT DJeKTPOHHOMH
oubauoreku Apuaxa - www.artsakhlib.am, koTopbIif SBISICTCS CBOAHBIM XPAHUIIUIIEM
HAYYHBIX, XYJOKECTBEHHBIX M IO3HABATEIbHbIX MATEPHAIOB, OTPAKAIOLIMX pa3THYHbIC
cepbl KU3HEAEATEILHOCTH Apliaxa i ApMEHUH.

Ha jpaHHBIM MOMEHT KOJIMUECTBO MATepHanoB Ha caiite npesbicuio 12.300, a KoJIM4ecTBO
aBTOPOB MaTepuanos -5.840.

Eciu y Bac umeercs uszannas HayuyHas padora o0 Apiaxe 1 ApMEHHMH U KEJIaHHE
onyOJMKOBaTL Ha HalleM calTe, TO MPOCHM OTNPABUTH €€ Ha CIeAYIOIHH ajapec
91eKTpoHHON noutkl: artsakhlib@gmail.com. A ecim Bbl uimere cBegenust 00 Apuaxe u
ApMeHHH, HO TOKa ellE He HALILUIU UX, HAIMILUTE HaM 10 TOMY K€ aJpecy, U Mbl onpodyem
noMoyb Bam.

Ommemum, umo marice moxynceme BECIUIATHO cxawame u3 caima nexmponnoi
Ooubnuomexu Apuaxa INEKMPOHNBIC SAPUAHMIDBL HAVUHBIX CIamell, ONyOIUKOGAHHBIX 6
acypuane «Hayunotit Apuaxy.
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The journal «Scientific Artsakh» is included in the list of scientific periodicals acceptable for
publication of the main results and provisions of doctoral and candidate theses
established by the Supreme Certifying Committee of the Republic of Armenia (SCC RA).

The journal «Scientific Artsakh» is also included in the RSCI (Russian Scientific Citation Index)
International Scientific Information Database and posted on www.elibrary.ru website.

XKypHan «Hay4HbIl Apyax» 8KIMIOYEH 8 CMIUCOK Hay4YHbIX nepuoduyecKkux usdaHud,
npuHAMbIx 011 Mybnukayuu OCHOBHbIX pPe3yibmamos U nofoXeHuU
OoKmMopcKux u kaHOuGamckux duccepmauyud, yCcmaHO8/1eHHbIX
Bbicwum ammecmayuoHHbIM komumemom Pecrnybnuku ApmeHusi (BAK PA).

XKypHan «Hay4yhbIl Apyax» makxe 8KIIIOYEH 8 MEXOYHapOOHYH
Hay4YHO-UHghopMayuoHHyto basy daHHbIx PUHL] u pasmeweH Ha calime www.elibrary.ru.
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U3daemcs peweHuem y4éHO20 cosema
EpesaHckozo 2ocydapcmeeHHo20 yHusepcumema (Ne14/5, 31.05.2023 e.).

Homep pekomeHdosaH K nybnukayuu pedakyuoHHbIM CO8EMOM XypHarna «HayuHbil Apyax».

PEOAKLIMOHHBLIA COBET
naBHbIV pegakTop: ABetuk APYTHOHSAH, kaHangat opugnyecknx Hayk, 4OUEHT

3amecTutens rmaBHoro pepaktopa: ApmaH ACPAH, kaHonpat aKoHOMUYECKUX HayK

YneHbl:

ApupyH ABAIAH, gokTtop cunonormiecknx Hayk, npodgeccop

F'panT ABAHECSAH, goktop ncrxonornyeckux Hayk, npodeccop

PysanHa AKOMAH, pnokTop topuanmyeckux Hayk, AOUEHT

Hasunk APYTIOHAH, goktop negarormyeckmx Hayk, npodpeccop

AHHa ACATPAH, pgokTop uckycctsoBeaeHusl, npodeccop

INena ACPAH, pokTop uctopuueckux Hayk (TapparoHa, UcnaHus)

Dasug BABAAH, [oKTOp MCTOPUYECKMX HayK, OOLEHT

Barpam BAJIAAIH, nokTop uctopuyeckmx Hayk, npodeccop

Kpuctnan ne BAPOABAH, noktop ncropuyeckux Hayk (FloHaoH, Benuko6purtanus)
Makcum BACbKOB, fokTop couuonornyeckux Hayk, npodeccop (Poctos-Ha-[loHy, Poccust)
Xauuk FAJICTAH, gokTop nonuTMyeckux Hayk, npodeccop

Wpuna FAKOK, noktop kKynbTypornoruu, goueHT (llbBoB, YkpauHa)

Bnapucnas N'PY30EB, noktop topuandeckux Hayk, npodeccop (Koctpoma, Poccus)
xynbetta NFONAMUPAH, nokTop negarornyeckux Hayk, npodeccop

Fesopr AAHUENSAH, gokTop topuanyeckux Hayk, npodeccop

Fasine ETMA3APSAH, fokTop donnonornyecknx Hayk, npodeccop

Mapek XXEMMO, 1okTOp nonuTuyeckux Hayk, npodeccop (OnbwTeiH, MonkLwa)
Anbdpen ae 3ANAC, aokTop topuanyeckux Hayk, npodeccop (MeHesa, LLseiiuapus)
Cenpan 3AKAPSAH, gokTop dmnocodckux Hayk, npodeccop

Faruk KASUHAH, akagemuk HAH PA, nokTop topuamyeckunx Hayk, npocpeccop

Fapuk KEPAH, goktop nonutuyeckunx Hayk, npodgeccop

Hartanbsa KOBKE/b, kaHangaT opuandeckux Hayk, goueHT (MuHck, Benapych)
Turpan KOYAPSAH, gokTop nonuTtuyeckmx Hayk, mpodeccop

BanenTtuna JIAMAEBA, noktop topuanyeckux Hayk, npocgpeccop (MockBa, Poccus)
OtTo NNIOXTEPXAHAT, fokTop topuanyeckux Hayk, npodpeccop (Fam6ypr, MepmaHus)
Manyk ABpaam MAJTXACAH, nokrop 6orocnosus, npodeccop (Hbto-Nopk, CLLA)
AwoTt MAPKOCSH, fokTOp 3KOHOMUYECKUX HayK, Mpodeccop

3ank MUHACAH, nokTop uctopuyecknx Hayk, npodpeccop

Anekcanpp HEBEPOB, fokTop akoHoMu4Yeckux Hayk, aoueHT (Capatos, Poccus)
KapeH HEPCUCAH, kaHangaT 3KOHOMUYECKUX HayK, OOLEHT

F'ypren METPOCAH, nokrop topuanydeckux Hayk (HropH6epr, FepmaHus)

Fank CAPI'CAH, nokTop 3KOHOMMYECKMX HayK, npodheccop

Py6eH CA®PACTSAH, akapnemunk HAH PA, [OKTOp nCTOpUYECKnX Hayk, npodeccop
Amut YABPA, foKTOp topuandeckux Hayk, npoceccop (Hbto-Mopk, CLUA)

HayuHbin Apuax, Ne 2 (21), 2024, EpeBaH, U3pgatenbcTtBOo «APLIAX», 2024, 244 cTpaHuu,.

U3daHuro 2-20 (21-20), 2024 2. Homepa XypHan «Hay4yHbil Apyax» codelicmeosasu
KynbmypHbIU, Hay4HbIl, o6pa3zoeamesnbHbil ¢oHO «Jlylicy u 6mazomeopumenib Pagghu
KéidnensH (MoHpeanb, KaHada), komopbiM Mbl 8bipakaeM 2s1y60Kyro 61a200apHOCMb.
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Sanctions, which hold both the potential to influence state behavior and the
risk of imposing unintended harm on civilians, have been a persistent tool of
governance since the dawn of civilization.

The article challenges traditional narratives that portray sanctions as a linear
progression towards effectiveness. Instead, it delves deeper through a ‘dual lens'
historical analysis, employing a comparative approach to trace the evolution and
impact of sanctions across different eras. One lens examines their development as
instruments of power, exploring how power dynamics have shaped their
application throughout history, alongside the evolving legal framework that
governs their use. The other lens focuses on the phenomenon of unintended
consequences. By tracing the use of sanctions from ancient Greece to the
contemporary era, this article explores how legal norms, diplomatic practices, and
interstate dynamics have influenced their effectiveness and limitations.

This critical reassessment of sanctions’ historical continuum — their
evolution, limitations, and unintended consequences — offers valuable insights for
engaging in more informed discussions about their potential applications in the
21st century.

Keywords: Sanctions, unintended consequences, international law, historical
context, case studies, effectiveness, foreign policy tool.

Introduction

Sanctions, a tool employed by nations to influence the behavior of other countries,
have a long and complex history. Often viewed by some as a progressive tool, evolving
from basic economic pressure to targeted measures, the reality of sanctions is more
nuanced. Examining historical examples can reveal the human cost associated with
sanctions, prompting a deeper examination of their effectiveness and ethical implications.

* Annywép Ubpywjwgytp £ 01.05.2024p., gpwpunudt] 15.06.2024p., wnwwgnnLpjwu
punncudtp 31.07.2024.:
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Existing scholarship has primarily focused on the effectiveness of sanctions in achieving
their intended goals. This paper aims to address this gap in scholarship by examining the
historical use of sanctions through a "dual lens" approach, with a focus on both the
intended goals and the often-overlooked unintended consequences (Kemp 78-82).

One lens examines their evolution as instruments of power, exploring how power
dynamics have shaped their application throughout history, alongside the evolving legal
framework that governs their use. From the economic warfare of the colonial era to the
Cold War use of sanctions, the historical record reveals how these measures can be
wielded to reinforce existing power structures. The other lens focuses on the under-
analyzed phenomenon of unintended consequences. By examining specific case studies,
we will explore the intended outcomes of sanctions, the unintended consequences that
materialized, and the role power dynamics played in their implementation (Eckert, Gibney
121-135).

By examining how sanctions have been used throughout history, we can gain a
deeper understanding of this tool. This "dual lens" approach will allow us to analyze both
the historical evolution of sanctions as instruments of power, shaped by power dynamics
and a changing legal framework, and the often-overlooked unintended consequences
associated with their use. Through this combined analysis, we can develop a more
nuanced and ethical approach to using sanctions in the 21st century. Understanding the
historical context of sanctions, including their limitations and unintended consequences,
allows for more informed discussions about their potential applications today. Analyzing
the legal framework surrounding sanctions helps us assess their legitimacy and
effectiveness. Ultimately, this combined analysis can inform ongoing debates about the
role of sanctions in international relations and the need for alternative approaches.

The Historical Context of Sanctions

This chapter explores the historical evolution of sanctions, their complexities, and
their dual role as instruments of power and potential sources of humanitarian issues. It
examines the effectiveness of sanctions and their unintended humanitarian
consequences, and discusses the evolving legal framework that both enables and
constrains their application. Finally, the chapter will explore the evolving legal framework
that both enables and constrains the application of sanctions.

This chapter will explore the history of sanctions to gain a deeper understanding of
this tool. We'll examine how sanctions have been used throughout history, focusing on
two key aspects:

e Their use as instruments of power:
How countries have wielded sanctions to achieve their goals.
e The potential for unintended consequences:

The chapter will also touch on the development of the legal framework
surrounding sanctions. This framework both allows and restricts how countries can use
sanctions.

Sanctions have been used throughout history as tools of statecraft. For example,
ancient Athens imposed economic sanctions on Megara to exert political pressure. Over
time, as the world became more interconnected, the use of sanctions evolved. The
League of Nations attempted to use sanctions to maintain peace, but its limitations were
exposed during the 1935 ltaly-Ethiopia conflict. The formation of the United Nations after
World War Il established a stronger legal framework for sanctions. This chapter offers a
critical examination of sanctions, analyzing their historical use as instruments of power,
the potential for unintended humanitarian consequences, and the evolving legal
framework that both empowers and restricts their implementation.

10
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The history of sanctions stretches back to the earliest forms of international
relations. For example, ancient Greece witnessed Athens using economic sanctions
against its rival, Megara, to pressure a change in behavior. This early example highlights
sanctions' historical use as a method for exerting political pressure (Loomis 40-54).

As the world became more interconnected, sanctions became a more powerful
tool. The League of Nations, formed after World War |, aimed to use sanctions to
maintain peace. However, its limitations became clear when sanctions failed to stop
Italy's invasion of Ethiopia in 1935. This led to the creation of the United Nations (UN)
after World War 1l, which established a stronger legal framework for using sanctions
(League of Nations 2008).

The chapter concludes by examining the dual nature of sanctions: their capacity to
serve as instruments of power and the potential for unintended humanitarian
consequences, while also considering arguments from supporters who emphasize their
strategic importance in international relations. While some policymakers argue that
sanctions are effective in achieving political goals, critics highlight their significant
humanitarian costs, raising important ethical questions about their use. The evolving legal
framework seeks to balance these competing interests, but the ongoing debate
surrounding sanctions underscores the need for a critical and nuanced approach to their
application (Thucydides). Throughout history, empires and kingdoms have wielded similar
tactics, disrupting trade routes or restricting access to vital resources to exert pressure on
their adversaries. For example, the Han Dynasty in China (206 BCE — 220 CE) used
trade embargoes to pressure nomadic tribes on its borders, aiming to limit their ability to
raid and destabilize the empire (Keay 112-113). These early applications of sanctions,
though less sophisticated than their modern counterparts, demonstrate the long-standing
understanding of economic pressure as a tool for statecraft.

The rise of the globalized economy in the 19th and 20th centuries marked a
significant transformation in the way sanctions were conceived and implemented. As
nations grew more interconnected through international trade and financial systems, the
use of economic pressure as a tool for influencing other countries became increasingly
potent. This period saw a shift from more traditional forms of sanctions, like military
blockades, to complex economic measures designed to disrupt the economic and political
stability of targeted states.

One example of comprehensive sanctions occurred in the 1990s when the UN
imposed a wide-ranging embargo on lIraq following its invasion of Kuwait. This
comprehensive approach aimed to cripple Iraq's war machine and force it to comply with
international demands. While these sanctions were effective in weakening Iraq's military
capabilities, they also had significant humanitarian consequences, leading to debates
about the moral and ethical implications of such comprehensive measures.

The debate on sanctions centers on their effectiveness and ethical implications.
Supporters cite successful cases, such as the dismantling of South Africa's apartheid
regime. Critics argue that sanctions often harm ordinary people and can strengthen
authoritarian regimes. The ongoing debate underscores the need for a critical and
nuanced application of sanctions.

Sanctions remain a double-edged sword. They offer an alternative to military force
but often at a significant cost to civilians. Their effectiveness varies based on the target
state's economic resilience and international alliances. The evolving legal framework
seeks to balance these complexities, emphasizing the need for a nuanced approach in
the 21st century. This approach should minimize harm to civilians and explore alternative
strategies for peace and security.
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The UN Security Council has the clear authority to authorize sanctions under
Chapter VII of the UN Charter (Shelton 178-185). Comprehensive sanctions, like those
imposed on lIraq in the 1990s after its invasion of Kuwait, aim to weaken an entire
economy, often with significant humanitarian consequences. Targeted sanctions, such as
travel bans and asset freezes, focus on specific individuals or entities responsible for
human rights violations or other transgressions. These targeted measures are intended to
minimize the impact on civilian populations while exerting pressure on those responsible
for wrongdoing (Eckert 123).

As the use of sanctions continues to evolve in the modern era, it is crucial to
examine their historical context, potential consequences, and the broader implications for
international relations and humanitarian concerns (Thucydides).

The rise of the globalized economy in the 19th and 20th centuries witnessed a
significant shift in how sanctions were applied. As nations became more interconnected,
economic pressure became a more potent tool. The League of Nations, established after
World War 1, incorporated sanctions into its collective security framework. However, the
League's failure to enforce sanctions against Italy's invasion of Ethiopia in 1935 exposed
the limitations of this approach (refer to a specific chapter on the League of Nations and
sanctions within The Age of Exploration by Eckert, C. M., & Gibney, F. J., Routledge,
2021) (Keay 112-113). The ineffectiveness of the League's sanctions highlighted the
need for a more robust international framework to ensure compliance and maximize the
potential impact of economic pressure (Mutschler, Miller 21-35).

The strength of a target state's international alliances also plays a crucial role in
determining the success of sanctions. Countries with robust diplomatic networks or
powerful allies can find ways to circumvent sanctions, either through alternative trade
routes, financial assistance, or other forms of support.

The design and enforcement of sanctions are equally important in assessing their
effectiveness. Sanctions must be carefully crafted to ensure they target the intended
entities or individuals without causing undue harm to civilian populations. The success of
sanctions depends on rigorous enforcement, requiring cooperation among international
actors to monitor and prevent violations. Poorly designed or loosely enforced sanctions
can lead to unintended consequences, such as smuggling, black market activity, or
increased corruption, which further erode the intended impact.

In summary, the effectiveness of sanctions is influenced by a multitude of factors,
including the target state's economic resilience, international alliances, and the design
and enforcement of the sanctions themselves. While sanctions can be an effective tool
for promoting political change and holding regimes accountable, their limitations and
potential unintended consequences must be carefully considered (Mutschler, Mller 21-
35).

Critics emphasize the negative repercussions of sanctions on ordinary people,
asserting that economic strain resulting from international sanctions can cause undue
hardship. Comprehensive sanctions can lead to economic stagnation, reduced foreign
investment, and increased unemployment, disproportionately affecting vulnerable
populations (Kleine-Arendt 101-112).

The legal justifications for imposing sanctions remain a subject of debate, with
arguments centering on issues of sovereignty, proportionality, and humanitarian impact.
While the UN Security Council has the clear authority to authorize sanctions under
Chapter VII of the UN Charter, as mentioned previously, the legitimacy of unilateral
sanctions imposed by individual countries remains a contentious issue. Proponents of
unilateral sanctions argue that they offer a flexible tool for responding to human rights
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abuses or other international transgressions, particularly when the Security Council is
deadlocked due to veto power exercised by permanent members. Critics, however, argue
that unilateral sanctions can undermine the authority of the UN and create a system
where powerful states can impose their will on weaker ones (Vale 85-100).

Finding the right balance between achieving desired political objectives and
minimizing unintended humanitarian consequences is a constant challenge in the
application of sanctions. The UN has developed a framework for "smart sanctions" that
aim to target specific individuals or entities associated with the regime while minimizing
the impact on ordinary citizens. However, the effectiveness of these measures in
achieving this balance remains a subject of ongoing debate and scrutiny (UN 2020).

As the international community grapples with new challenges in the 21st century,
the debate over the appropriate use of sanctions is likely to continue. Finding innovative
approaches that maximize leverage while minimizing harm to innocent civilians will be
crucial for ensuring that sanctions remain a viable tool for promoting peace and security
in the years to come. The ongoing development of "smart sanctions" and a more nuanced
understanding of the factors that influence their effectiveness offer promising avenues for
navigating this complex landscape. Ultimately, the decision to impose sanctions requires
careful consideration of the potential benefits and drawbacks, with a commitment to
upholding international law and minimizing the risk of unintended humanitarian
consequences.

In conclusion, sanctions remain a double-edged sword in the international relations
toolbox. Their allure lies in their potential to exert pressure on states without resorting to
military force. However, their effectiveness is far from guaranteed, and they can have
unintended negative consequences, particularly for vulnerable civilian populations. The
historical record presents a mixed picture, with cases like South Africa highlighting the
potential for sanctions to contribute to positive change, while also raising concerns about
their human cost and the limitations of their impact.

Beyond Pressure:
Rethinking Sanctions in the 21st Century - A Historical Perspective

Proponents of the sanctions argue that they have significantly impeded Iran's
nuclear program and brought them to the negotiating table. The 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was seen as a success story, partly attributed to
the pressure exerted by sanctions (Mutschler, Miiller 122). ritics argue that the sanctions
primarily hurt ordinary Iranians, leading to economic hardship and inflation. Additionally,
they point out that Iran's nuclear program continued to advance despite the sanctions.
The withdrawal of the United States from the JCPOA in 2018 and the re-imposition of
sanctions further complicated the situation, showcasing the limitations of sanctions in
achieving long-term solutions when major powers disagree (Center for Economic and
Policy Research 2021). While the international community may have hoped for complete
dismantlement of the nuclear program, Iran might have aimed to maintain some level of
enrichment capabilities (Landis, Ebinger 2015). The sanctions aimed to curb Iran's
nuclear program but also limited its ability to import essential medical supplies. This
unintended consequence strengthened hardliners within the Iranian government, who
argued that sanctions were a tool of Western pressure and used them to justify their
policies. Economic hardship can fuel anti-Western sentiment and bolster the resolve of
the targeted government. The withdrawal of the US from the JCPOA demonstrates how
external political dynamics can influence the perceived effectiveness of sanctions
(Mearsheimer 7-40).
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In contrast, targeted sanctions have become a more commonly used tool in recent
years. These measures focus on restricting the activities of specific individuals or entities,
often by freezing assets or imposing travel bans. This targeted approach is frequently
employed to pressure governments or individuals accused of human rights abuses,
aiming to minimize the impact on ordinary civilians while focusing pressure on those
directly responsible for violations.

Despite these developments, the effectiveness of sanctions remains a subject of
debate. Factors like the target state's economic resilience, the strength of its international
alliances, and the enforcement mechanisms in place can all influence the success of
sanctions. As international relations continue to evolve, the challenge for global
governance is to find the right balance between using sanctions as a tool for promoting
peace and security while minimizing their unintended humanitarian consequences (Vale
85-100).

While sanctions can be a powerful tool for exerting pressure on governments and
influencing international behavior, they come with significant drawbacks and potential
unintended consequences. One of the primary concerns is their impact on vulnerable
populations. Sanctions can disrupt the flow of essential goods, leading to shortages and
price hikes for basic necessities like food, medicine, and fuel. This can disproportionately
affect those already at risk, such as children, the elderly, and individuals with pre-existing
medical conditions. The humanitarian toll of such disruptions often raises ethical
questions about the use of sanctions as a means of statecraft.

A 2021 report by the Center for Economic and Policy Research (CEPR), titled
"Venezuela sanctions devastating the economy, harming civilians, with no pressure for
change," 