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Arman Nalbandyan, “Scientific Research Center for Historical 

and Cultural Heritage” of the RA MESCS, Institute of Archaeology and 

Ethnography of the NAS RA, The main results of the 2022-2023 

excavations of Lore fortress 

The Lore fortified town, located in the Lori fortress community in 

Lori region, is one of the best preserved fortresses in Armenia. This 

remarkable fortress of Gugark land, was created on the promontory formed 

at the confluence of the Dzoraget and Urut rivers, which is surrounded by 

steep cliffs. It is located at an altitude of 1490 m above the sea level, and 

together with the suburbs, occupied an area of 50-60 ha (the citadel alone – 

9 ha). With a separate grant from the Ministry of Education, Science, 

Culture and Sport of the Republic of Armenia, within the framework of the 

restoration and improvement program, the expedition of the “Scientific 

Research Center for Historical and Cultural Heritage” (director – Kh. 

Harutyunyan) resumed the excavations of Loreberd fortified town in May, 

2022 (expedition leader: A. Nalbandyan). Excavations were carried out in 

the following areas; a) The previously unexcavated area adjacent to the 

inside of the fortress wall, b) layers visible on the fortress wall, c) small 

(second) bathroom, d) inside and around the large (the first) bathroom. 

The area adjacent to the inner fortress wall (240 sq. m) was first 

cleared of huge accumulations of rubble, then under the two excavated 

layers, foundations of numerous auxiliary buildings began to be uncovered, 

mainly walls made with raw stones, furnaces, pits for storing food and 

other stuff inside. In many cases, this walls included hewn stones or 

tombstones of earlier constructions. We carried out cleaning works also 

outside the fortress wall, in all those areas where there were piles of stones 

and earth mounds formed from the collapsed walls. During the research 

work on the fortress wall, it was discovered, that there were thin walls on 

top of the thick fortress walls, lined up in later period. In particular, on the 

western side, there is a 75 cm thick wall, stretching along the fortress wall. 

To the east from it there are 150 cm wide wall foundations, to which wide 

stone rows are attached with stair-shaped order, with 150 cm and then 90 
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cm width. Excavations at the top of the wall gave quite interesting results, 

as separate rooms with rectangular and semi-circular floor plans were 

discovered, one of which contained a cupboard-shaped armory with stone 

boxes. This is not surprising, as a large number of iron projectiles, balls, 

bullet molds of various sizes were found from different parts of the fortress 

wall. Excavations of the fortress wall area also gave enormous 

archaeological material – primarily in the form of numerous pottery 

fragments and animal bones. In addition to this bulk material, valuable 

individual items were also found, including arrows, a crucible, beads, 

coins, bronze bell, etc. Phenomenal was the discovery of dozens of glazed 

bowls found in a semi-circular niche of kitchen-production kiln found near 

one part of the fortress wall. These vessels are remarkable for their high 

craftsmanship and richness of the glaze palette. There are various 

geometrical and vegetal decorations depicted on some of the vessels, and 

on the other part large images of birds, probably partridges are depicted. 

This discovery is of great significance for the study of Lore fortress culture. 

On the west edge of the fortress, right next to the gorge, the Second 

or Small Bath is located. On the eastern side, the construction adjoins the 

natural rock, and on the western side, the preserved corners of the western 

wall of the cloakroom are on the edge of the ravine, almost hanging in 

mid-air. To the south from the bath open-air swimming pools with 

rectangular layout are found. 

The excavations of the largest hall were particularly effective, as a 

result of the excavation of its II layer, the columns supporting the floor 

slabs were discovered, which, unlike the columns of the large bath, were 

not monolithic tufa masses, but were gables lined with stones and lime 

mortar. All of this confirmed, that the bathhouse pool used to be heated. It 

was heated by boiling steam, flowing under the floor from the oven, which 

came out through the wall holes. 

The small bathroom was equipped with a sophisticated and quite 

well-developed heating system of water supply and drainage, and if we add 

to it the two outdoor pools, which we also completely cleaned during our 

work, you can imagine what kind of luxurious and multifunctional 
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bathroom we were dealing with. Numerous finds confirm, that the 

bathhouse operated for quite a long time, and the discovered decorative 

tiles show the lavish decoration it originally had. In that sense, we should 

highlight the blue-glazed and sculpted tiles found in the cloakroom area, 

which most likely decorated the pools. 

Excavations of the bath uncovered numerous objects of the 11th-

13th centuries: fragments of glass bracelets, beads, pipes, coin 

(Constantine X Doukas), lugs, rings, etc. 

Excavations inside the First or Great bath in the central part of the 

fortress yielded exceptional results. Here, not only were uncovered the 

foundations of the walls demarcating the different parts of the bath and the 

well-preserved pool, but also whole series of short tufa columns were 

discovered, which supported on them the tufa floor slabs. The slabs were 

hardly preserved and turned to dust over time. This discovery confirmed 

the hypothesis, that the bath had a hypocaust floor. 

The excavation works inside the bath were also effective in terms of 

finds: bone tools, fragments of glass vials, beads, various copper objects, 

clay jar and, for the first time, also one of the important attributes of 

bathhouses – a clay shower. Unique was the clay statuette of an elephant 

unearthed at the level of the foundations of the tufa pillars, which we 

initially assumed to be nothing but a chess figure. 

The area north of the main, vertical part of the bath used to be a 

large construction (4.94×13.3 cm), it is a rather complicated situation there, 

with many mixed midwalls and water lines, and the walls of the 

rectangular, small hall with 4 stoves were plastered and waterproofed. It is 

obvious that this area was used for boiling water, from where the water 

was spread to the bathing rooms through various streams and pipelines. 

The layers of the area of this construction gave rich archaeological 

materials: large number of beads, fragments of bracelets, pottery and 

animal bones were found. Most of the coins found in the excavations of 

Loreberd /Lore fortress/ were found in the territory of this construction. 

Noteworthy is the fragment of a carved limestone slab, that may be part of 

a reliquary lid, a conical stone mold, and other items. 




