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THE ARCHIVE: A VAST SOURCE FOR
ARMENIAN STUDIES

Archives are an irreplaceable documentary resource for the advance and
growth of Armenian Studies. They are the places where written and unwritten
materials concerning the collective memory of the nation, the community and
the family are gathered and preserved. They have a generalizing power and
shed light on the diverse aspects of Armenian life and serve for the better
grasping and interpreting of the past and enrich it further.

There are numerous and various archival materials in the Diaspora, which
further elucidate social, transitional, ethnographic, cultural, historico-political
and other developments of the Armenian space. Indeed, the extensive and
professional study of archives helps to bring to light undisclosed information
and enables the revision of partial frameworks and judgements.

This is why we focus on the existing archives of Diaspora institutions,
individuals, families and diverse associations, which are growing day by day.

Currently there is not a full picture of the quantity and condition of the
archives gathered in Diaspora bodies. On the other hand, we cannot be
indifferent towards Armenian-related documents found in non-Armenian
institutions. Furthermore, we cannot disregard the abundance of materials
published on the iunternet by Armenian and non-Armenian individuals and/or
groups, Nor can we ignore the archival materials sent from the Diaspora to
the diverse archival institutions of the Republic of Armenia, some of which are
partly cataloged and accessible.

A classification of the Armenian archives in the Diaspora displays the
following picture.-

a) Some institutions and organizations are careful towards their archives
and the archives they have been entrusted with and cataloge them. There are,
as well, webpages and individual collectors/researchers who collect in a
professional manner or as a hobby diverse items of Diaspora archival
materials and study them. Nonetheless, it is essential that further concerted
efforts are made in gathering, cataloging, digitizing and facilitating access to
these endeavors.

b) There are large amounts of neglected archival materials piled up in
various Diaspora institutions, yet due to ignorance about the importance of



the archives, as well as the absence of corresponding human and financial
resources and for other reasons, these are left unattended and prone to
disintegration and loss. It is high time to preserve them in the digital space
before time, security and other factors ruin them.

c) An uncounted number and quantity of archival materials are found in
Armenian and non-Armenian organizations and families as well as in the
warehouses of extinct Diaspora instititutions and centers. determined pan-
Armenian search should be made to trace this richness, which is subject to
loss. Archival materials should be located and salvaged.

d) Unfortunately, in the past, a large number of archival materials have
totally vanished for various reasons, due to ignorance or on purpose. These
could have played an elucidating role in the better understanding of diverse
events within the Armenian space.
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The Archive is raw material for the development of national self-
recognition. Its loss eliminates much and leaves large gaps in the collective
memory of the nation. This is why making people aware of its preservation
and accessibility has a strategic significance. An adequate framework should
be developed for a scientific approach and attitude towards national
materials, with reference to international practice.

The formation of the archive is a continuous process. This is why it is
neccesary to consistently develop awareness of the role and place of the
archive, and to invest additional resources in this field so that it becomes a
national commitment.
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