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Introduction

The socio-political literary newspaper of Grigor Artsruni
“Mshak’ was an inexhaustible source of important problems and
ideas of the intellectual revolution, enlightenment of the people
and modernity both for contemporaries and for subsequent
generations. An entire generation was brought up on his
progressive ideas. The life and activity of the famous publicist
have been sufficiently studied by our researchers®.

The main goal of our scientific study is to present the

“Submitted on 19.1.2024 fa., reviewed on 22.1.2024 pa., accepted for publication
on 07.V1.2024.
! bphgjwu. 1890, 100: Lkn. 1902, 477: Lkn. 1903, 551: L&n. 1905, 496:
QUunpqyui. 1996, 448: Lida Gevorgyan considers this commemoration work of
Khachatur Malumyan to be devoid of scientific ambitions and views it as the
encomium of his beloved teacher (see Gevorgyan 1996, 6). Of course, this admiration
is present, but we should not ignore the generalizations and observations found in
K.Malumyan's work.
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biography and activity of the Armenian public speaker, social
scientist, critic, literary and public figure Grigor Artsruni based
on the important data included in Khachatur Malumyan's
famous work "The Cultivator of Mind?" ("The Cultivator of
Thought™). We would like to emphasize that this approach to the
issue is considered for the first time.

There is a wealth of information about Khachatur Malumyan
(Aknuni) who was a public speaker, public-politician and a
member of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation Party. This
information can be found in the works of Leo®, Mikael
Varandyan*, Gevorg Khudinyan® and others. Some other
information is provided in the multi-volume collection of
archival documents "Materials for the History of the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation™®. A brief biographical account can be
found in the work’ of Lendrush Aloyan titled "Khachatur
Malumyan (Eduard Aknuni). Great public speaker, public
figure, orator".

Kh. Malumyan's work, "The Cultivator of Thought", is

2 Uwnudbwu. 1890, 96:

3 Ltn. 1903, 26:

4 Jwpwunywu. 1992, 55, 56:

5 luninhuywt. 2006, 180, 186, 204, 273, 330:

& Uynipebp <.3. Ttwotwlgnipjwu wwwndnipjwu hwdwp. 1984, 81, 139, 202:
Ujnietip £. 3. Twouwlgnipjwt ywwndnigjwt hwdwp. 1985, 134, 137, 227:

7 Born in 1863 in Meghri, he graduated from Nersisian School in Tiflis. According to
that work, Kh. Malumyan worked for "Mshak", and in 1890, after joining the ranks of
the ARF, he became the correspondent of "Droshak" (Geneva), the organ of that
party, signing as Eduard Aknuni. His articles were eagerly awaited by the readers
every month. From 1910, together with R. Zardaryan, he published the newspaper
"Azatamart" (Constantinople). His "Cultivator of Thought" (on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of G. Artsruni's literary activity, 1890), "Caucasian Wounds" (ed.
pub., 1903, French: 1904) and other works were published in separate books. He
translated works by V. Garshin, M. Saltykov-Shchedrin, and others.
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dedicated to the 25th anniversary of Grigor Artsruni's social and
public speaking activities. Even though Grigor Artsruni is one of
the most studied public speakers in Armenian reality, with
numerous scolarly works written about his social activities,
nevertheless, Khachatur Malumyan's scientific research is
valuable from this point of view, because it is the first study in
the history of the Armenian press in which the public speaker's
decades of merit were highly appreciated and generalized.
Preceding Leo's two-volume study, Kh. Malumyan's work
comprises a preface and eight chapters. First of all, the author
presents the intellectual leaders fighting and demands of the
Armenian people (Khrimyan Hayrik, M. Nalbandyan, Raffi, R.
Patkanyan, S. Nazaryants), during the revival of the history of
the Armenian people, among whom G. Artsruni was a notable
figure.

The book also contains the biographical data of the popular
publicist, revealing that even during his studies, Artsruni's future
activity plans endeavors were based on the issues concerning the
future of the Armenian people and their historical destiny. That
prompted him to learn the Armenian language from the
Mkhitarians of Venice. Kh. Malumyan presentes the beginning
of Artsruni's journalistic activity step by step, the Artsruni’s
articles published in various periodicals. The author also
emphasizes Artsruni's deep anxiety and concerns regarding the
challenges that confronted the Armenian intellectual life.
Outwardly, he considered it strange that Artsruni, who had
progressive ideas, published articles in the conservative weekly
"Meghu Hayastani”. However, in fact, this apparent
contradiction is not surprising. Regardless of his conservative
leanings, Artsruni recognized the importance of the European
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education model in shaping national education and upbringing.
In contrast to contemporary education, where preference is
given to the European school without preserving the features of
national education, it’s essential to remember that the debates®
between "Meghu Hayastani" and "Mshak™ began in the first half
of the 1870s (1873-1874). Artsruni served as a correspondent
for that conservative newspaper in the 1860s, indicating that
Artsruni had already experienced ideological development
before those discussions began.

The assessment of Grigor Artsrun's activity

Before delving into the circumstances regarding Grigor
Artsruni's succession of S. Nazaryants and the establishment of
the newspaper "Mshak," E. Aknuni explored the history of the
Armenian press. He provided biographical information about S.
Nazaryants, presented his activities and gave a proper
assessment of the role of the "Hyusisapayl” periodical in the
Armenian press and reality. Aknuni mentioned that it laid the
foundations for the restoration of those arenas and left lasting
values. The author convinced his readers that Grigor Artsruni as
a phenomenon originated from the intellectual movement
generated by "Hyusisapayl": letting us emphasize that his point
of view has a scientific significance.

Kh. Malumyan also dedicated a few words to "Ararat"
journal, the official publication of Etchmiadzin. While he
criticized its conservatism, he also showed the modern
approaches of the "Ararat™ journal to the development of science
highly appreciating the publication of articles on Darwin’s
theory. Through Grigor Artsruni's article dedicated to Nazaryan,

8 wy wwppbpwywu dwdnih ywwndnieniu XVIH-XIX-pn nwntip. 2006, 390:
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the author showed that one of the vicious phenomena of
Armenian life in that period was that the Armenian society
could not appreciate its best figures in time. Malumyan wrote
that it was only after Nazaryantsi's death that people realized
that he was one of the prominent reformers and progressive
figures in the modern Armenian literary sphere.

He also mentioned that the Armenian society should have
blamed him for having killed the best of its own figures with his
own hands, with his indifference and hostility condemning them
to public death while they were still alive®. A person who wants
to be a reformer and a revolutionary figure must have more
courageous character, so that he can endure all kinds of
obstacles and conspiracies in life and not stop halfway through
his social activities and not leave the scene, not be considered
dead in the nation in which he worked, in which he has been
fighting against outdated ideas for a long time°.

Reflecting on the circumstances of the beginning of the
"Mshak" newspaper and using the comparative-analytical
method, Malumyan contrasted the image of Gr. Artsruni with S.
Nazaryan as a daring fighter against the obstructing forces.
Thus, he establishes a foundational principle: a person engaged
in public activity must strictly maintain consistency of thought,
be a person of principle like Artsruni. He articulates,
"Sacrificing the principle for the sake of personality is not
Artsruni's characteristic, but sacrificing personality for the
principle is Artsruni's characteristic"!?.

Kh. Malumyan preferred Gr. Artsruni to S. Nazaryants

9 Uwpnudbiwt. 1890, 40:
10 Uwnudbwi. 1890, 40:
" Uwnuibkwl. 1890, 86:
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because the editor of "Mshak" also put forward the idea of
national self-determination, especially during the Russian-
Turkish war of 1877-1878 when the issue of Armenian
autonomy, to be resolved under the auspices of Russia, was
considered an issue of the day. Nazaryants mentioned that the
Armenian was politically Russian by which he had completely
turned his back on any national political goal in contrast to his
contemporary and the main employee of "Hyusisapayl” M.
Nalbandian.

Kh. Malumyan emphasized Gr. Artsruni's extensive activity
in the newspaper of "Mshak™ and the relevance of his publicity
with a number of examples: thus, "For the sake of principle,
Artsruni ignored even his own father, General Yeremia Artsruni.
His father demanded to abandon the idea of publishing a
newspaper but Grigor Artsruni refused him. Due to such
behavior, he was deprived of his father's financial support™ and
he received only 100 rubles from his father for a long time?2.
Then the author described the ability of the publicist to have
faith in his ideas and purpose which reached the level of passion
in Artsruni's soul: "Artsruni's passion is in the head and not the
heart. Armenian literature would be very happy if each of those
working in it, instead of changing their convictions like a cover,
defended them with passionate determination. Passion is not
dangerous or harmful when it comes from principle and when
the person acting has honest views, and G. Artsruni was
definitely an honest person?2,

As a public and intellectual figure, Artsruni perfectly
understood the time and, having stable principles as well as all

2 Uwpnuwibwt. 1890, 48:
B Uwnuibwi. 1890, 8:
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the above-mentioned natural qualities, he created a newspaper in
which he deeply examined a number of phenomena and showed
the ways that would restore a life that had been dormant for
centuries.

Gr. Artsruni was active during this pivotal historical period,
when the problems of progress and enlightenment were put
before the Armenian people with all intensity. As a struggling
publicist, progressive thinker and patriotic figure, he was able to
contribute to the cause of the intellectual revolution. Through
the assessment of the divisions caused by the disagreements
between supporters and non-supporters of the newspaper
"Mshak", Artsruni showed the provincial approach specific to
the intellectuals of the time, "that it is necessary to cover the
nation's shortcomings instead of highlighting the ones and
offering solutions'*". A more interesting opinion was expressed
by Kh. Malumyan regarding that historical period, he gave his
assessment in figurative expressions, how "he left the scribes
and the Pharisees and surrounded himself with simple
fishermen, the unspoiled children of the people®", from which it
was clear that he agreed with Artsruni's opinion.

The author highlighted the fact that Artsruni filled with the
historical fate of the people and high patriotic feelings chose
such a method that included study, research and a critical
approach. Artsruni believed that there was no progress without
dissatisfaction. Taking a naturalist approach to broblem-solving,
Artsruni criticized all those people who either did not want or
hindered the revival of the people and the renewal of their life.

" Uwnuibwu. 1890, 54:
15 Uwnuibwu. 1890, 54:
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Gr. Artsruni began the reconstruction with the recovery of the
state and nation, which he considered a prerequisite for
improving the latter. He envisioned this process using the
inductive method, which involved moving from simple to
complex, from concrete facts to accumulation of facts, analysis
and generalization of the latter.

Conclusion

Kh. Malumyan provided general information about
Artsruni's 25 years of activity in the last sections of the book.
Artsruni's public speaking activities were centered around the
future and historical destiny of the Armenian people. Through
his public activity, Artsruni personified the people's desire for
revival.

Gr. Artsrun's views have not lost their historical and practical
interest even today. First of all, his views-refer to the formation
of national unity, active patriotism as the civic consciousness of
each individual. Being the active bearer and developer of
national aspirations and ideas, Artsruni closely related the
revival of the Armenian people to the study of their current life,
daily pains, and their modern demands. Malumyan as one of the
pioneers in bearing the ideas of freedom and patriotism
education wrote his work as a genuine child of the people
speaking from their heart and soul, expressing their pains and
dreams. Based on this, he also emphasized Artsruni's conscious
self-sacrifice for the sake of the people, homeland and freedom,
which filled his entire being as the highest principle and goal.

Undoubtedly, this work of Malumyan deserves high praise.
He was able to reflect very clearly from Enlightenment ideology
to all kinds of violence finding the right ways of ideals through
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struggle. This is what determines the value of the book. Kh.
Malumyan was the first in the history of the Armenian press to
point out the historical influence and renewing value of Grigor
Artsruni as a thinker and publicist. Kh. Malumyan was also the
first in the history of Armenian intellectual culture to raise the
ideological requests of "Mshak" and "Hyusisapayl” which were
specific to Armenian liberalism especially in the second half of
the 19th century. The highlighting of the mentioned issues is
also one of the important features of Malumyan’s work.

Malumyan's work contributes to correctly appreciating the
role and significance of Gr. Artsruni in the history of Armenian
public thought.
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Pe3iome

Bpomropa X. Manywmsna (3. AkayHu) "TpyKeHUK MBIIIICHUAS K
25-7eTHIO TUTEepaTypHO JiesTenbHOCTH [ 'puropa ApupyHu, 1Mo CyTH,
ABJISIETCSL TNIEPBOM CBOAHOM OLEHKOH, TOCBSILEHHOH OoraTtomy
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WHTEJUICKTYaTbHOMY  HACICAWIO  pemakropa TazeThl  "Mmrak"
("Tpyxenuk™). B Hamell MOJUTHYECKOW-OOIIECTBEHO  KHU3HHU
ApLpyHH SBJISICTS [PUHIUIHAILHOW  (QUIypO#, OTBEpraroIiei
yCTapeBIINe CTEPEOTHIbI MBIIUICHUS] W MpONaraHAupyIoeld HOBbIC
unen. OH ObLT TOCIIemoBaTeNieM B mepenoBeix uaei 1870 m 1890-x
IT., Ha4ajg0 4yeMy Obuto monoxeHo CremaHocom HazapsiHuem B ero
xypHaie «lOcucanaiin» ("CeBepHoe cusiHue"). biaronaps ApupyHu,
Kak numer X. ManymsiH, BOCTOYHOAPMSHCKOE OOIIECTBO BCTYIIIO B
3MO0XY KPUTHYECKOTO MBIIILICHUSL.

I Aprupyam  ocoboe  BHUMaHHE  YIOSISUT  apMSHCKOU
JEHCTBUTEILHOCTH, B YACTHOCTH, BAaKHOH NpoOsieMe OOHOBICHHS
COLMAIFHOIO MBIIUICHHIO B paMKaXx CHCTEMBl 00pa3oBaHus,
Omarojmaps KOTOpOM apMsiHe CMOTYT WATH BIIEpEd BMeECTe C
€BPONEHCKUMH HapOJIaMH.

brnaromapst Apupyan «Mmiak» J0DKeH OBUT CTaTh caMoit
MONYJIIPHOM Ta3eTOM BO BCEX pEruoHax ApMEHHH U PYNOPOM
MIPOrPECCUBHBIX UIEH.

Kntouegvie cnoea: I'purop Apupynu, Xawvaryp Mamymss,

KPUTHYECKOE MBIIIJICHUE, Cremanoc  Hazapsai, «Mimaky,
«¥Ocucanaiiny, cucrema oopa3aBaHusl.
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