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The monastery is situated at 3 km north-east of the village of Goght in the Kotayk region
of RA, on the canyon slopes of the Goght tributary of the Azat river, in a majestic place sur-
rounded by rocks. It was one of the most famous monasteries of medieval Armenia, one
of the important pilgrimage sites, one of the major spiritual centers. It had a theological
seminary, rich library, manuscript-writing centers and etc. We have a wide variety of manu-
scripts copied in Geghard, most of which are preserved at the Matenadaran after St. Mesrop
Mashtots. The scientific and educational life in the monastery became more active in the XIllI
century, in the time of the vardapet (teacher) Hovhan Garnetsi and scientist-historian Mkhitar
Ayrivanetsi. The monastery of Geghard was also one of the rich religious institutions of me-
dieval Armenia: large land parcels acquired through donations, villages, estates, orchards,
water mills, dzit-hans (oil mills), money, valuable church utensils and so on.

Because of the cave structures, the monastery had been originally named Ayrivank, and
from the Xlll century on, it was renamed Geghardavank, in honor of St. Geghard kept in the
monastery.

The exact date of the establishment of the monastery is unknown. According to tradition,
in the early IV century, St Gregory the llluminator established a monastery here, using natu-
ral caves.

Regarding the chronology of the Geghardavank, it is known:

In the IV century, Sb. Nerses A Partev spent his summer holiday here.

As an educational center, the monastery became famous still in the VIII century, during
the period of educational and musical activities of the protonotary (dprapet) Grigor Grzik
(Ayrivanetsi) and Sahakdukht. Grigor received his education in Athens. After returning to
Armenia, he founded a music school in Ayrivank. After his death, Grigor Grzik was buried
at the monastery and recognized as a saint. Sahakdukht was the daughter of Sahak arch-
priest at the Catholicosate in Dvin and sister of the writer, theologian, translator and musician
Stepanos B Syunetsi. She moved to Ayrivank to study. She specialized as a musicologist-
composer. It is noteworthy that Sahakdukht was characterized not only as a person with
excellent knowledge, «the first eager to learn virginy, but also as «ordainer». In other words,
she educated children and led them to the priesthood. Unlike the male teachers, Sahakdukht
taught sitting behind the curtain, in a position invisible to students. The scholastic-pedagog-
ical activity of an Armenian woman in the VIII century is the first and unique case in the his-
tory of world civilization.

After leaving the patriarchal throne in 841, Catholicos Hovhannes D Ovayetsi settled in
Ayrivank. The following Catholicos Hovhannes E Draskhanakerttsi, avoiding the persecution
by the Arabs, took refuge in Geghard, then in the monastery of Sevan. A bunch of Arabs
pursued Draskhanakerttsi attacked Ayrivank, killed the monks, looted the wealth of the mon-
astery and destroyed the buildings.

In 1181 Catholicos Stepanos from Aghvan visited the monastery. According to the record
of 1181 of the chapel of St. Astvatsatsin (Holy Mother of God) (partially hewed in the rock),
the relics of St. Andreas were transferred to the monastery. In Xl century, the monastery
received also many other donations: lands, orchards and money.

From the XIII century, Geghard was under the rule of the Armenian prince lvane Zakarian.

The main Katoghike church was constructed in 1215. The gavit (adjacent narthex) was
constructed in 1215-1225.
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In the XlII century, the prince Prosh Khaghbakyan bought the monastery of Geghard
from Avag Zakaryan (the son of Ilvane), and with the aim of turning it into a family tomb, con-
structed the first rock-cut and second churches and the graveyard.

In the Soviet period Geghardavank was reconstructed and renovated, partially with the
support of the state and Catholicosate of Etchmiadzin. It was partially renovated in 1934
and 1940. The work of reconstruction of the complex was carried out in the 1960s-1980s.
In 1960 the gate of the monastery was reconstructed; in 1968 — the two-storey residential
structure; in 1978 - the dining-hall and constructions adjacent to the wall. In 1987, the basalt
paving of the roofs of the narthex and Katoghike church was completed. In order to prevent
the inflow of groundwater into the structures, a tunnel was built along the northern side of the
monastery. The highway leading to Geghard was also renovated, on the verge of which there
is a monument-landmark with an inscription «Geghard» and carved lion. (1958, the arch. R.
Israyelyan, sculpt. A. Harutyunyan).

In 2000 the Monastery of Geghard was included in the UNSCO World Heritage List.

The overground and rock-cut structures of Geghardavank together form a cohesive whole.
On the territory of the complex, there are no preserved structures constructed before the XlI
century. The principal group of monuments includes the Katoghike church, gavit (an adjacent
narthex), two rock-cut churches, fore-church-sepulcher and cells. The chapel of St. Astvat-
satsin is located outside the fence.

THE CHAPEL OF ST. ASTVATSATSIN (XII C.)

The chapel is located on the western side of the building, outside the fence. It is the old-
est preserved structure. It is a small, partially hewed in the rock, structure (also mentioned
as a chapel). It existed still in the in the third quarter of the XII century, which is evidenced
by inscriptions of 1177 and 1181 engraved on the wall. In 1257-1258 the chapel was recon-
structed by the prince Prosh and decorated with frescoes. Fragments of frescoes have been
preserved.
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THE KATOGHIKE CHURCH (1215)

It is the main church of the monastery and was built by the vardapet Barsegh. It is a rect-
angular on the outside and cross-shaped inside, domed structure with a sacristy in each of
the four corners. The dome is anchored on a slender drum. The passage from the dome-
bearing square to the curve of the drum was realized by means of the sails. The interior or-
namentation was elaborated by the architectural art style of the XII-XIII cc. The drum and the
southern portal are especially richly decorated. There are a couple of triangular «Armenian
niches» on the eastern and southern facades of the church.

THE GAVIT (1215-1225)

The gavit (narthex) is adjacent to the Katoghike church from the west. It is a spacious
structure with a rectangular plan. It belongs to the type of centralized, four-pillared narthexes.
The arches, connecting the four pillars and stretching towards the opposite walls, divide the
inner space into eight (large and edge) central sections. The central section, which forms the
basic axis of the construction, is covered with a gracefully-sculptured vault made of stalactite.
In the North-East and South-East corners there are two-storeyed sacristies, one of which is
dedicated to Apostle St. Thaddeus. The northern wall of the structure is a rough rock wall.
The portal of the church is richly decorated.

Inside the gavit, there is a Khachkar (stone cross) created by the masters, creators of
khachkars, Timot and Mkhitar in 1213 and erected on a high architecturally modeled pedes-
tal.

THE FIRST ROCK-CUT CHURCH (1230-1250)

It is located at the north-western side of the narthex. Entrance is from the narthex. It is
a small church with two small crossing arches and a dome fully decorated with stalactites.
The church is distinguished by expertly crafted graceful sculptures. Under the northern wall,
there is a holy water spring. The name of the architect Galdzag, who constructed the church,
is engraved on the eastern wall, near the dome.

THE SECOND ROCK-CUT CHURCH (1283)
AND PROSHIANS’ SEPULCHER (1283)

The northeastern gate leads to the rectangular sepulcher of the Proshians, to the east of
which is the second rock-cut church. On the northern wall of the sepulcher there is a sculp-
ture of a bull’s head, which keeps two chained lions, and lower an eagle, keeping a ram in
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its claws. It is supposed that it was the Proshyans’ patrimonial coat of arms. There are also
other portraits engraved on the walls.

The second rock-cut church belongs to the type of a domed-hall. It is decorated with
crosses and sculptures of doves, animals in the motion, saints and sculptures decorated with
floral and geometric ornaments.

PAPAK & RUZUKAN GAVIT-SEPULCHER (1288)

It is located on the northern side of the complex, in the upper part of the cliff. It is a rock-
cut spacious structure, with a square layout, a centralized composition with four separate
columns. A narrow and long rock-cut tunnel-like entrance of about 10 m. in length and 1.8 m
in width leads to the sepulcher.

All rock-cut structures of Geghardavank are lighted out of the garrets and are created ac-
cording to the rules of acoustics.

THE HALL HOLLOWED OUT OF A ROCK (XIII C.)

It is located on the west side of the monastery, on the sloping slope of the cliff. It is a
spacious hall (5 meters in height, 9X15 meters in dimensions). It was discovered during the
excavations conducted in 1932 and was studied by Toros Toramanyan. In 1967, it was almost
completely destroyed. It was supposed that the structure had a secular function and was cre-
ated either as a library, meeting-hall or dining-hall. According to T. Toramanyan, the hall is
valuable because in the Armenian architecture it is the first hollowed out of a rock structure
that had secular nature.

Numerous khachkars are preserved in the monastery area, among which the hollowed
out in a rock layers are very remarkable.

The Monastery of Geghard has a special place in the history of Armenian architecture
with the perfection of its architectural forms and construction skill.
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The cathedral, also known as the Zvartnots temple, church of St. Gregory of Vagharshapat
and St. Gregory of Arapar, is situated 3 km south from the town of Echmiadzin (Vaghar-
shapat), near the Echmiadzin-Yerevan highway, on a high plateau. It is believed that it was
built on the site of an older construction named «Zvartnots», where, according to the tradition,
«celestial» angels appeared to Grigor Lusavorich (St Gregory the llluminator). Kamsar Ave-
tisyan mentioned in his «Etudes of Armenian Studies»: «That was its name because it was
dedicated to the celestial zvartuns. After all, the «zvartun» in Armenian meant «angel». Then,
Zvartnots also means «place of angels». Zvartnots was mentioned by the historians Sebeos,
Movses Kaghankatvatsi, Hovhannes Draskhanakertsi, Stepanos Asoghik, Tovma Artsruni,
Samuel Anetsi, Vardan Bardzraberdtsi, Kirakos Gandzaketsi and Mkhitar Ayrivanetsi. Ac-
cording to the historians and preserved Greek inscription, Zvartnots was built by Catholicos
Nerses Il Tayetsi in 644-652. He was originally from the village of Ishkhan in Tayk, but all
his childhood he lived in Byzantium, received a high military rank and, according to Movses
Khorenatsi, gained such a great sympathy with in the Imperial PalaceHaving great reputa-
tion also among the Armenian clergy, after the death of Catholicos Ezra, was proclaimed
Catholicos of all Armenian by the Armenian princes in 641. According to the historian Hov-
hannes Draskhanakerttsi, when Nerses became Catholicos, Armenia, especially Dvin, was
destroyed because of the Arab invasion, population were taken prisoner, and fields - littered
with corpses. The devastation of Dvin and Catholicosate gave Nerses an opportunity to start
his own construction in Vagharshapat and transfer the Catholicosate there. According to re-
searchers, the goal of Nerses was probably not to build a church and Catholicosate, but to
establish a new city with the luxury and splendor typical to other Byzantine and Roman cities

around the magnificent temple and Catholicosate he constructed.
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The religious rapprochement with the Greeks was probably intended to keep the nation
away from ordeals, for which Nerses was persecuted by Theodoros Rshtuni for many years.
In 651, due to the rebellion of Theodoros Rshtuni against the Greek Emperor, the country
was in danger and the emperor Constantine Il invaded Armenia with a large army. Nerses
met the emperor half-way to prevent the war, and even conducted a Greek liturgy to assuage
his anger and prevent the threatening disaster. According to T. Toramanyan, the construction
of Zvartnots began in 644 and by the time the emperor Constantine Il came to Armenia (in
652) the church was already constructed, therefore, the testimony of Movses Kaghankat-
vatsi, that Zvartnots was constructed by the time the emperor came to Armenia, is reliable,
then he was supposed to be interested in seeing the famous church, and Nerses had to invite
the emperor to the consecration of the church. Although Nerses managed to prevent Armenia
from massacre, he left for Constantinople with the emperor to get rid of the strong anti-Greek
opponents, but in 653 he returned back to Tayk.

Zvartnots remained standing until the end of the X century, but probably was destroyed by
an earthquake. The excavations of the ruins covered with earth began in 1901 by the initiative
of Khachik Vardapet Dadian and continued until 1907. In 1904 the architect T.Toramanyan
participated in the excavations and, after thorough research, made an exact architectural
plan for the restoration of the temple. The excavations furthermore revealed that, in addition
to the temple, there were also remains of other ancient structures dating back to the IV-V
centuries, a monument with a cuneiform inscription of the Urartian king Rusa Il, the palace of
the Catholicos, located in the south-western part of the church, a winery located in the south-
east part. According to T.Toramanyan, the layout of the church remained partly untouched,
on the outside of which the stairs are partially preserved and inside - almost undamaged. On
the inside the building is completely circular and with polyhedral walls on the outside. From
inside the walls are decorated by 64 semi-columns with a diameter of 24cm, the distances
between which are divided into two equal sizes: 1,68m and 1,18m. Thus, wide and narrow
spans between the columns are repeated sequentially throughout the round. From the central
part of the church, there are four massive, wide and strongly constructed columns erected
at the equal distance to which four semi-circles are attached. As a result, a cross-shaped
composition of semi-circles was formed inside the church at the center of which there is a
baptismal font. The artistic taste is evidenced by refined and beautiful sculptures and their
right location. The Cathedral of Zvartnots is a mixture of Roman, Byzantine, Greek and Ar-
menian styles. The anchors of the massive columns are Byzantine, and the capitals, except
the Greek shell-shaped ones, are completely unique.

The sculptures are purely Armenian. The eagle-shaped sculptures are also unique. The
cathedral has been built in the center of a seven-stage pedestal. According to T. Toraman-
yan reconstruction, it's a centrally forming, domed, inside three-dimensional, successively
decreasing three tubular /dimensional/ composition, the core of which is the quadrant, with
a two-story hall. The square altars are in harmony with each other with their complex cuts,
and main pillars which form a dome, monolithic system with four arches and slats connecting
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the top. In front of the main pillars, in the hall, there are four eagle-shaped massive columns

which are attached to the main pillars. The five entrances of cathedral are placed in the north,
north-west, west, south-west, south-east radius axis. Of the all 112 windows, 80 are included
in the altars and 32 are in the sculptured arcs.

Undoubtedly, the solar watch was located in the southern part. The upper part of the first
altar is decorated with the sculptures of bunch of grapes, grenades and 32 statues of spiri-
tual and secular persons, holding key, spade, hoe and other instruments. Only 9 of them are
preserved.

In the middle of the arches connecting the columns of the church's first floor, on the
bearded friar sculpture, holding hammer and spade, is engraved in Armenian “Johan”. Ac-
cording to G. Levonyan he was probably the architect of the church. The decorated wall of
circle windows is one of the most impressive parts of the church.

The appearance of the complex is especially well seen from the north and east, as there
are wide stairs at that sides on which the temple is constructed.

Fundamentally different solution was given to the location of civil buildings.

A little far from a refectory is located, and on the south-east corner of cathedral there is
one of the best examples of middle-aged production complex — wine press.

The medieval Armenian architectural monuments — the church of the Ishkhan and Banak,
built by Nerses G. Tayetsi, Lyakit Church (Aghvank), Gagkashen St. Grigor Church (Ani)
were constructed by type of Zvartnots.

In the following centuries, Armenian architecture had been mostly influenced by Zvartnots.

The temple is a complex of early medieval Armenian construction, decorative arts and
sculpture achievements and the result of Armenian culture development.

The colonnades of the altars, the highly placed chapters the lower part of the walls of the
first floor were reconstructed in the 1980-90-ies.

The temple was included in the UNESCO list of World Cultural Heritage in 1989.

Bibliography:

1. Sebeos, «History of Armenia»; Yerevan. 1979.
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The Mother See of Holy Echmiatsin is the most sacred sanctuary of the Armenian nation
and world-spread Armenians, a prominent cultural center and the spiritual and administrative
center of the Armenian Apostolic Church. It is located in the city of Vagharshapat (Echmi-
adzin) in the region of Armavir of RA.

The Mother See of Holy Echmiatsin (the Katoghike (St. Astvatstsin)) church of the capital
Vagharshapat) is the mother church of the Armenian Apostolic Church and considered as the
oldest state-built church in the world. It was built by St. Gregory the Illuminator (302-325),
with the support of the pagan King of Armenia Tiridates Il (287-330), near the royal palace,
on the place of the pagan temple, following the adoption of Christianity as a state religion
(302-303). According to sacred tradition, St. Gregory the Illluminator chose the place of the
Cathedral by a vision, according to which the Son of God descended from heaven and struck
the ground with a golden hammer, pointing the place where the Cathedral must be estab-
lished. The name «Echmiatsin», which means «the descent/the coming of the Only Begot-
ten Sony, refers to this episode. Then, St. Gregory the llluminator organized the Armenian
Church hierarchy, built a patriarchal residence, dwellings for monks and founded a school to
prepare church servants and teachers.

In 364, the Persian king Shapur Il invaded Armenia, in addition to the other settlements,
also occupied Vagharshapat, destroyed the monastery and buildings of the city and con-
structed a heathen temple. After the he Persians left, the monastery was restored by the
catholicoses Nerses | the Great (Parthev, 353-373) and Sahak | Parthev (387-439).

The monastery of Echmiatsin (the Mayravanq) originally was an important spiritual and
cultural center, grchojakh (correspondence center), supported the liberation struggle of the
Armenian people and, regardless of relocation of the Catholicosate (Dvin, Ani, Akhtamar,
Hromkla, Sis), preserved the significance of the main Mother Cathedral and sacred center of
the Armenian Church. After the invention of the Armenian alphabet (the V c.) the first “mes-
ropatar” school and the first Matenadaran were founded here.

In 484-486, the marzipan (governor) of Armenia Vahan Mamikonian rebuilt the cathedral,
after which it has the current layout and dimensions (cross-shaped, centered-dome, four-
pillared and with four apsis). This composition of Echmiatsin cathedral, through Byzantium,
was spread throughout Europe during the IX-XI cc. (Greece, Italy and France).

In the VII c., the catholicoses Komitas | Aghtsetsi (615-628), Ezr | Parajnakertsi (630-641)
and Nerses lll Tayetsi (known as The Builder) (641-661) carried out extensive construction
works in the monastery. Particularly, the wooden parts of the buildings were rebuilt in stone.

The monastery had repeatedly been attacked by foreign conquerors, destroyed and
robbed, but then, it was restored and continued its activities aimed at preservation of the
Armenian identity and support the liberation struggle of the Armenian people against foreign
conquerors.

In 1441 the seat of the Catholicos of All Armenians was transferred from Sis to the Holy
Echmiatsin. The monastery regained its former popularity and once again became the main
spiritual center of all Armenians.

The monastery was greatly damaged by the Ottoman-Persian Wars (the XVI-XVII cc.).
In that period, as well as later, almost all the Armenian patriarchs carried out construction
works on-site. By the order of Persian Shah Abbas |, some fragments of the monastery were
demolished and transferred to the New Jugha (Persia) in order to connect the Armenians,
forcibly resettled in 1605, with the new settlement. Two decades later, the Catholicos Movses
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Il Syunetsi (Tatevatsi, 1629-1632) reconstructed the monastery, built the Trdatadour, fortified
walls, new dome with portraits of the 12 apostles, vanatoun (guest house), cells and dining
hall. In 1653-1658, a new three-story, pillared bell tower was built near the western facade of
the Cathedral (the arch. Sahak Hizantsi, sponsored by a philanthropist from Constantinople
Anton Chelepy), which was frescoed in 1664 (artist: the jeweler Zachariah). In 1682, on the
request of the Catholicos Eghiazar | Ayntaptsi, the «The Altar of Descent» was built on the
center of the temple, under the main dome. In 1738-1741, under the Catholicos Ghazar |
Jahketsi, there were built the Old Veharan (the old residence of the Catholicos) and the hotel
«Ghazarapat». In 1771, the Catholicos Simeon | Yerevantsi founded the first printing house
in Eastern Armenia in the temple. In the XVIII-XIX cc., on the inside, the Cathedral was deco-
rated with frescoes, the authors of which are the honored painter, writer, poet and ashugh
(bard) Naghash Hovnatan (1712-1721) and the representative of his dynasty: Harutyun and
Hakob Hovnatanyans (1739), Hovnatan Hovnatanyan (1786), Mkrtum and Hakob Hovnatan-
yans (XIX). The interior decoration of the Cathedral - luxurious and colorful floral ornaments,
the secular perception of phenomena is a new expression in the Armenian frescoes, which
was introduced by Naghash Hovnatan.

In 1804-1813, during the first Russo-Persian War the Russian soldiers used the Cathedral
as a fortification, which caused serious damage to the Cathedral. In 1813, after the end of the
war, the Catholicos Ephrem | Dzorageghtsi renovated the temple, particularly the roof, and
built a theological seminary. The monastery was also renovated in 1837 on the eve of the
visit of Tsar Nicholas | of Russia.

On March 11, 1836, the charter of the Armenian Church («Polozhenie») was published.
On February 22, 1837, the Echmiadzin Synod was created, which actually limited the power
of the Catholicos of All Armenians. Though the Catholicos was the president of the Synod, it
was almost semi-independent institution and was under the supervision of an official (a pros-

CATALOG OF ARMENIAN MONUMENTS INCLUDED IN THE LIST OF UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES

NISLVIWHOF ATOH 40 335 Jd3HLOW FHL

N
o1



Uusr urenn Unrre EQUNRUBHLU

No
(@)

pwpanwanyu funphnipnp, npnd thwuwnnpBu uwhdwbwhwydt) £ UdGUwju 3wyng Ywennhynuh
h2huwuncpniup: @EL Uhunnh bwhiwgwhp Ywennhynul Ep, pwjg wju gpbrt Yhuwwulwhu
hhduwnpynrejntt Ep W gunuynud Ep gwpwywu Ywnwywnpniejwl ynndhg Lowlwydwbd
ww2wunnUjwjh (wnpnyncpnp) huynnnipjwl wnwy: Uphunnp incdwnyty £ 1924 . hntudwnh 1-hu™ hn
wintnp ghetiny Unpwuwntind AGpwagnyu hnglnp funphpnpu:

1869 p.-hu Qlnpg W UnuwnmwunUniwnutgh Jwpennhynuh LwhiwdGnUnLpjwdp W
Nnruwuwnnwuh hwy hwdwjuputph Jhgngutnny Uwjp tnwbdwph wpllGywu dwwwhu gyt
E Gnwnwhhé quudwpwu-pwugwnwl’ GYEnEgwlywl uwwupp W wy hpbp wwhGine hwdwn:
Jwlph pwugwpwuntd GU ywhwwudnd hwy Bywynyeh, GytnGgwywl wpytunh pwadwehy
gnpdtbn, dGnwaptn, wubnuwagnpéd hptp, nphwdubp, gnpgbp, bywpubn W w) wpdGpwynp
udnwputn:

1869-1919 pr. Uwjn Upnnh nwwpwluntd hpwunwnpwydt) £ 3wjwunwljwl wnwehl
wduwghpp® «Upwpww»-p (hGunwquynud™ «EpdhwdhU»): 1874 p. JwuphU Uhg pwgyt) E
hnglLnp pwpépwanyu nwpng” QGlunpgyul sGdwpwup, npu wjuon £ gnpdnud E: NLUGgE| E
wunnwnhnwpwl (Ywn.' 1914 p., pwunyws t): 1889 . ybpwunpngyt| £ Spnwuwwnninp,
Jwuph pwynid unbindyt| GU Swnninhutp: 1894 p. Jwnnigyt] £ Jwuwywulubph puwytih
otlpp™ «Gpbdjwu fugbipp», 1903 fz.” dwwnbGUwnwnpwuh 26Upn, 1910 . YGhwpwuh Unp 26upn:
1914 p. Jwupp JwulwyhnptUu yGpwunpngyt) £ vGbwhwpniun UGpuwunn Uwlpwjwlh
pwpGpwnnLejwJp:

1915-1916 ppRr. Up. Epdhwdhup nwpét] £ UGS Gntnuhg dwquuwnipd Gnwd hwy
quinrwywuutnh wwwuwnwu:

1921 p. Uwjn nmwbwnph hwpwywihtu funpwuh qupGrwpnp W tnwluhph ypw Ywnnigwd
thnpphy upntbwquinn guptep thyb) GU nL yepwywuquyt) 1923 p.” UGpuwlnp Rudwljwuh W
fénpnu npwdwljwuh ghunwywl nGYwywpnijwdp: Lwunyt GU Lwl pwugwnwlh twlhph
dpw hunwiwywu Ywuhghguh nény Ywnnigywd gniyg gupbrUutpnp® tmwbdwph punhwuncen

3NFLEUYO- h IUUUCHUMIUShL UCUUNFR[USHL dUNULANFE3UL SULUNFYU CLAGNYIUS IUSUUYUL INFCUNQULLENh UUSULNG



ecutor) appointed by the tsarist government. The Synod was dissolved on January 1, 1924,
giving way to the newly established the Supreme Spiritual Council.

In 1869, on the initiative of the Catholicos Gevorg IV Costandupolestsi and by the means
of the Armenian communities in Russia, there was built a treasury-museum adjacent to the
eastern front of the Mother Cathedral for keeping kitchen utensils and other items of the
church. Numerous works of Armenian culture and church art, manuscripts, embroideries,
money, carpets, paintings and other valuable items are kept in the museum of the monastery.

In 1869-1919, the first Armenian magazine «Ararat» (later «Etchmiadzin») was published
in the printing house of the Holy See of Echmiatsin. In 1874, the Gevorkian Seminary, which
still operates, was founded adjacent to the monastery. It had an observatory (was built in
1914, now destroyed). In 1889, the Trdatadur was reconstructed and, in the courtyard of
the monastery, there were alleys installed. The monastic residence building, known as «Yer-
emian cells», was constructed in 1894, the Matenadaran - in 1903, and the new residence
of the Patriarch — in 1910. In 1914, the monastery was partly renovated by a philanthropist
Alexander Mantashian.

In 1915-1916, the Holy Echmiatsin became a sanctuary for Armenian refugees who sur-
vived the Armenian genocide.

In 1921, the dome of the southern altar and the small pillared dome built on the roof of
the Mother Cathedral were demolished, but were reconstructed in 1923 under the scientific
supervision of Alexander Tamanyan and Toros Toramanyan. The pair of domes, constructed
in the style of Italian classicism, were also demolished due to the incompatibility with the
general image of the temple and the Armenian national architectural style.
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The 1921-1941, is the darkest period in the history of the Mother See. The Soviet authori-
ties nationalized the properties of the Armenian Church, closed churches and persecuted
the clergy. Only in 1941-1945, due to the policy, pursued by the Armenian Church against
fascism during the Great Patriotic War softened the attitude of the authorities: the property of
the church was returned and the Gevorkian Seminary was reopened.

In 1940-1950, all the structures of the Echmiatsin monastery were in ruins. Still in 1945,
at the suggestion of the Catholicos Gevorg VI Chorekchyan, the National Ecclesiastical As-
sembly decided to completely renovate the Mother Cathedral. The Catholicos also urged
all Armenians to support the reconstruction of the Mother Cathedral. For this purpose, in
the 1950s, the excavations were carried out in the area of the monastery. It turned out that,
still in the first millennium BC, there was a sanctuary on the site of the Cathedral, under the
Kingdom of Van, which is evidenced by the Urartian basalt monument found under the Avag
(main) altar. There were also constructive layers of the V-V cc. (a heathen temple and etc.).

The large-scale renovations were carried out in 1954-1955 with the financial support of
the Council of Ministers of the Armenian SSR. A special government commission headed by
Martiros Saryan was created to monitor the work. Along with the reconstruction of the temple,
and improvement of the area, under the direction of Lidia Durnovo, the frescoes of the temple
were also reconstructed. The next phase of the rehabilitation is connected with the enthrone-
ment of Catholicos Vazgen | Palchyan. These works were sponsored by the Institution of
Galoust Kyulpenkyan. In 1982, a new building of museum was built under the patronage of
Alex Manoukyan.

The museum of the Mother Cathedral also keeps the most important sanctuaries of the
Armenian Apostolic Church: relics from Noah'’s Ark and of the cross of Jesus, relics of the
right hands of first Armenian lusavoriches (enlighteners): the apostles St. Thaddeus, St. Bar-
doughimeos, St. Hovhannes Mkrtich and St. Gregory the llluminator; the relics of the St.
Gevorg and Apostle Petros; the Getargel St. Nshan; the Holy Lance (St. Geghard), by which
the Roman soldier hurt the crucified Christ and other shrines. In the territory of the monastery
there are various khachkars and monuments of the IX-XVII centuries brought from different
places of the republic, Artsakh and Nakhichevan, «<monumental» art monuments created in
the XX c. (the memorial spring for Khrimyan Hayrik, «Katnaghbyur», the monument dedi-
cated to the victims of the 1915 Armenian Genocide and etc.). Since the XVIII c., the remains
of the Catholicos of All Armenians are buried at the territory of the Cathedral.

The Mother See of Holy Echmiatsin is a cross-shaped structure, with a centered dome,
four apsis and bell-tower over the western doorway. It has five domes. Each apse has a small
pillared dome. The main big dome rises in the central part of the praying hall on 4 strong pil-
lars and has 12-facet drum. The bas-reliefs of the twelve apostles are depicted on the facets.

The cathedral has three entrances. The main entrance is in west direction (it is the bell
tower entrance). The other two entrances open from the northern and southern facades of
the temple. The fourth entrance was from the eastern part of the temple, but was later closed.
According to tradition, King Trdat Ill and the royal family members entered the temple through
that entrance.

There are two catholicosal thrones in the cathedral. The first throne made and gifted by
the Armenian community of Smyrna is in front of the stage and is covered with a wide dome
decorated with pearls and gold. The second throne is placed near the north-western column
is a gift from Pope Innocent XIII to the Catholicos Nahapet | Edesatsi (1691-1705). The in-
terior of the temple is completed with frescoes devoted to the Lord, apostles and historical

CATALOG OF ARMENIAN MONUMENTS INCLUDED IN THE LIST OF UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES

NISLVIWHOF ATOH 40 335 Jd3HLOW FHL

NJ
O



Uusr urenn Unrre EQUNRUBHLU

w
(@)

DuUjnLnuwhwjtph Ynnuhg ywwnpwuwnywd wnwehU gwhp guuynud £ pGdh nhdwg™ wuinjwuncd,
W dwolyywd £ jwju gupbeny” ywundwsd dwpqwphwnubnny nL nuyny: Gpynpnpn quwhp Inndh
hunytGuwnhnu X ywwh udtpu £ Lwhwwbun W GnGuwgh Ywennhynuhl (1691-1705): Swéwnh
UGpphU hwpnwpwupl wdpnngwuncd £ uppwwwwnytbputpny, npnup bdhpywsd G Shpnenp,
wnwpjwutphu W GytntgnL nL dnnnynnh Ywlpnid uplnp nbp nwnwgwsd wywundwlywlu
nGUptphu: Uwjp tnwbdwnph dwlwuwnlutGpp hwpnwpdwd Gu pwunwyutnpny:

Uwjn Upnn Up. EpdhwbUuh hwdwihpned, pwgh Uwyn mwdwnhg, Jwu Lwle Juwupwuwwwnlwu
wyj| 2huntpejnLbutn, npnug UGd Jwup Ywnnigytl £ XVII n. ujuwé:

Uwjn wnmwbwnph hjncuhuwihtu Ynnunwd £ gunugned Unpwywnnyg dwnnen-dypunwpwlp,
npu nLuh Ghwaguptpe jwnnigywsp, qupnupwunwyutn W wyju: Swewphg wpluninp' Jwuph
wnwpwdpnud £ gunuynud Y6hwpwuh Unp 26Upn, npuntn gGnbnywéd GU wpnnhynuwpwuh
nhywluwwncup, Ywennhynuh Lunwdwjpp, punnluGinLejwl upwhubpp L pwluqwpwlun:
Swowphg wplbp gunudnd £ Pwg lunpwuh W Qphgnp Locuwynpsh nuipwwuh hwdwihpp
Udhpwéd Iwjwuwnwuncd pphunnutniejnitup wtunwywu ypnu hnswyGine 1700-wdjwyhu:
Jwuph hwpwy-wpletywl ynndned £ gunnbynid Unpwywnnyg «dwst W @wdwn Uwuncyjwu»
JwintUwnwpwuh W hwjwghnwwl-wunwswpwlwlwl YyGunpnuh 26Upp, npwnbn
JGynbnywsé G Uwjn Upnnh Gpbp gpwnwpwultbpp W dGnwgnpwwnwl gnigwnpwljniep
(Ywnnigyt| £ 2000-wywu pR. uygphl pwunywd wunmnwnhwnwpwuh nGnned):

Uwjn nmwéwnph 2npwwywinnid U guinuyned bwle nhwuwwnniup, hhu yGhwpwuh 26Lpp,
JhwpwUntpjwl hhu W Unp 2G6UpGpp, NnLuwUnnwywl hwupwywgwpwup, Jwuwwnilp,
unwwpwup, Ytp W Uwph Uwuncyjwuutph QuudwunniU-puwlqupuwlp W wy Ywrenygubn:
LEpywynidu Jwuph hhduwywlu hnuwpdwlwhudph hwpllwlunipjwdp pupwUuncd GU
2huwpwpwywl w2huwwnwuplbp:

Uwjn Upnnu nlubgt| £ Jwupwwwwnywl hs, nnh 2hbwpwpnipintul hpwywlwgyt) £ XIX n.
yGubphu® Lbputbu & Uannwpwytgh (Cwhwaghgywl) Ywennhynuh (1843-1857) opnp, W wjuop k|
ynpnud £ «LGnuhujwl» wunitup: Lhép swnw)b| E Julpwwwwnywl wphGunwywU wuwnwnrh (sh
wwhwuwlyt)) nnngdwup W Gnb| E JhwpwUuGph hwuguunwywyn: LEpywynidu |hép gnudned £
JwlwywUu hwdwihph uwhdwuluGnhg nnipu, yapwunpngytl £ 1960-wywl ppe.:

3NFLEUYO- h IUUUCHUMIUShL UCUUNFR[USHL dUNULANFE3UL SULUNFYU CLAGNYIUS IUSUUYUL INFCUNQULLENh UUSULNG



figures that played an important role in the life of the church and people. The facades of the
cathedral are decorated with sculptures.

Besides the Mother Cathedral, in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiatsin, there are other
monastic buildings, most of which were built since the XVII c.

On the northern side of the cathedral, there is a newly built chapel-baptistery with a trian-
gular structure, ornaments and etc. The new building of the pontifical residence is situated
in the territory of the temple (in the western side). It includes the chancellery of the Catholi-
cosate, the residence of Catholicos, reception halls and museum. The Open-air Altar and
the Gate of St. Grigor Lusavorich, dedicated to the 1700th anniversary of the proclamation
of Christianity, are located in the eastern side of the cathedral. On the south-eastern side of
the monastery, there is the newly built «Vache and Tamar Manukyan» matenadaran and the
armenological-theological center, which includes both the three matenadarans of the Mother
See and the exhibition of the scriptorium (was built at the beginning of the 2000s, at the site
of the ruined observatory).

The Cathedral is also surrounded by the chancellery (or divanatoon), the older residence
of the patriarch, the old and new monks’ cells, the vanatoon (guest house), the seminary,
printing house, the Alex and Marie Manoogian Treasury-museum and other structures. Cur-
rently, construction works are carried out near the main group of monuments.

The Mother See had a monastery lake, the construction of which was carried out in the
middle of the XIX c., in the time of the Catholicos Nerses V Ashtaraketsi (Shahazizyan)
(1843-1857), and today it is known as «Nersisyan». The lake was used for irrigation of the
artificial forest (it is not preserved) of the monastery and was a resting place for the monks.
Now, the lake is located outside the monastery complex and was renovated in the 1960s.

The elections and consecration of Catholicosses of All Armenians are held at Echmiatsin
Monastery. The Holy Chrism blessing ceremony (Myuron Orhnerg) is conducted every seven
years.

After the proclamation of Christianity as a state religion in Armenia, at the beginning of the
IV c., St. Grigor Lusavorich established a school in Vagharshapat in order to prepare servants
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of the Armenian Church. At the beginning of the V c., after the creation of the Armenian al-
phabet, through the efforts of Mesrop Mashtots and Sahak Parthev, scholars and translators
of the Armenian script were trained. The school of Vagharshapat became the first Armenian
school (the main and the higher educational institution of that time), where the basis of the
Armenian art of writing was laid. The goal of the school of Vagharshapat was to organize and
implement the educational work in Greater Armenia (Mets Hayk), prepare scholars, preach-
ers, and religious figures. They taught the Bible, theology, grammar, rhetoric, music, logic,
and art of writing. Later, according to the example of the Greek high schools, these subjects
were were also added astronomy, arithmetic, and ethics. At the beginning, they were taught
by Mesrop Mashtots and Sahak Parthev, then — Yeznik Koghbatsi and Aghan Artsruni. Among
the graduates of the school were prominent figures of Armenian history and culture, such as
the imastaser Yeznik Koghbatsi (V c.), the historian Movses Khorenatsi (V century), The com-
mander of the Armenian forces and hero of the Battle of Avarayr (451) Vardan Mamikonian,
The head of the Nig-Aparan province and the participant of the same battle Tachat Gntuni
and others. The school had a matenadaran.

From the end of the V c., due to political circumstances, the school of Catholicosate, along
with the seat of Catholicosate, was transferred to Dvin, then to other places. Only in 1441,
when the Catholicosate of All Armenians was re-established in Vagharshapat, the school of
Vagharshapat (Echmiatsin) was also reopened. The organizer and the first scholar was a
prominent religious and political figure, historian Tovma Metsophetsi. The school was closed
two years later due to adverse conditions. Later, in 1640, on the initiative of the Catholicos
Philipos | Agbaketsi a new school (the Vardapetaran) was opened, which operated for some
two and a half centuries, later it became known as «Jarangavorats School of Echmiadzin».
The prominent intellectuals and religious figures of the XVII c. - Voskhan Yerevantsi, Simeon
Jughayetsi, Stepanos Lehatsi, historian Arakel Davrizhetsi and others, taught here. The cur-
riculum included religious studies, Armenian language, philosophy, classical literature, logic,
grammar. The role of school of Echmiatsin grew especially in the XVIII c., under the Catholi-
cos Simeon | Yerevantsi.

In the XIX c., Nerses V Ashtaraketsi founded a new school (for 50 students). The founder
of the Armenian literature Khachatur Abovyan was one of the graduates of the school. After
the accession of Eastern Armenia to the Russian Empire, since 836, they also taught the
Russian language, and in 1860s - Latin, French languages and the history of Armenian.

In 1874, under the Catholicos Gevorg IV Costandupolestsi, the Gevorgyan Seminary of
Echmiatsin was established on the basis of this school, which played a huge role in the de-
velopment of education and culture of the Armenian nation. It was established on May 25,
1869, and the opening ceremony took place on September 28, 1874.

In 2000, The Mother See of Holy Echmiatsin, the churches of St. Gayane, St. Hripsime
and St. Shoghakat, along with the Zvartnots temple, were included in the UNESCO World
Heritage List.
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It is one of the main holy shrines of the Armenian Apostolic Church. It is located in the
southern part of the town of Vagarshapat. The foundation of the church is connected with
the church tradition of St. Hripsime and Gayane. According to the chronicle, the church was
constructed by the Catholicos Ezr in 630 on territory of the chapel built in the IV century over
the grave of Hegumeness Gayane, one of the Christian virgins who fled to Armenia from the
persecutions of the Roman emperor Diocletian and died martyr.

The church is four-pylon domed basil with harmonious proportions and an impressive
interior. The four -dome pylons divide the inner space into three naves, the central one of
which in the eastern part ends with a semicircular altar, and the lateral ones with square cross
celure. Traditionally the tomb of Gayane (a small vaulted rectangular room with an entrance
from the south-east celure) is located uder the altar.

The temple stands out for its simplicity, architectural and artistic properties, and persua-
sive spatial forms. The structural elements (trompas, pendentives, arches) are executed with
great skill. The church is built of brown polished tufa. You can see a lot of signs on the walls,
typical to the masters of the VII century.

In 1652, in the time of the Catholicos Pilipos | Agbaketsi, the temple was completely re-
constructed, the walls were repaired, the roof and dome restored, without breaking the main
volume system of the church. In 1688, Eghiazar | Ayntaptsi built the buildings, the fence of
the order of the church and the three-barreled hall-porch, adjacent to the western facade of
the church, and the chapel dedicated to the apostles Peter and Paul at the north and south
ends. Later the hall forechurch served as a tomb for the Catholicoses.

In the XIX century the abbot of the monastery Vahan Bastamtsyan also carried out repair
and construction works - he built western arched gates, residential buildings for the abbots
and monks, founded a school and a printing house.

The church was repeatedly repaired during 1959-1960, along with the repair work and
improvement work, a place for sacrifice and a stone spring (architect R. Israelyan) were built
in the courtyard.

In the cemetery next to the church there are graves of high-ranking clergy, literary heroes
(«The Madman» by Raffi, Makhluto, a hero of Khachik Dashtents's novel «A Call of the Plow-
meny), Daniel Bek-Pirumyan, the warlord of the Sardarapat battle, a singer Lusine Zakaryan
and other famous personalities.

Bibliography:
1. “Christian Armenia”, Encyclopedia, Y., 2002, pp. 371-372.
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It is located in the north-eastern part of the historic town of Vagarshapat. The erection is
connected with the history of the spread of Christianity in Armenia. According to the church
tradition, over the grave of the preacher of Christianity, the Virgin Hripsime, who fled to Arme-
nia because of the persecutions by the Roman Emperor Diocletian and executed by the order
of Trtad Ill the Great, Grigory | Partev (llluminator) built a chapel in the name of the martyr,
the chapel stones were allegedly brought from the mountain Masis (Ararat) by "redeeming
sins " Trdat. Above the semi-earthy tomb of the grave (four-columned two-storey building with
arched overlapping), destroyed after the Persian crusade and restored by the end of the IV
century by Sahak Partev, Catholicos Komitas | Akhtsekhtsi built the church of St. Hripsime in
618. There are two inscriptions on the construction (one is in the upper part of the senior altar
and the other is on the western facade), as well as information of historiographers.

By its design, it belongs to the most improved type of church buildings of medieval Arme-
nia, constructed in the VI century. Inside the church building is of cross shape, formed by four
altars, attached to the under-cased volume and corner niches with a %-cut circle. Outside,
the temple is enclosed in a rectangular volume. Four corner vaulted cross-shaped celures
with a square plan are connected with the prayer hall through niches. Hollow spaces, left
between the domed altars and their roofs, provided excellent acoustics of the church and
served as hiding places. The interior space is complete, spacious, finished and impetuous.
The vertical underlines of eight massive vertical ribs (it can be "buttress" or wall pylons) give
the church some highness. The crown of the great design is a dome with a 16-faceted drum
with low proportions and a tiled steeple. The massiveness of the outer walls is facilitated by
trapezoidal niches (hollows, concavities) furrowing the planes. There are many inscriptions
and signs of masters on the walls.

There is the tomb of St. Hripsime under the upper altar, it is stretched from the west to the
east, completed with a rectangular design with a horseshoe-shaped vaulted overlapping, and
the entrance is from the north-east celure.

The temple is one of the most magnificent constructions of the medieval architecture,
with its majestic artistic image, solemn and impressive. He had a tremendous impact on the
development of the Armenian architecture, becoming the starting point for a number of similar
"Hripsime-like" creations.

The temple was preserved without fundamental reconstructions. According to the re-
search, it is only possible that in the X century the dome was repaired. In 1653 the Catholi-
cos Pilipos began repair work and built an open forechurch in front of the western entrance.
In the following centuries, a brick fence was erected around the church, the domes were
built (1776), the bell tower (1880) was reconstructed, and the eastern and western fences
of polished stone, the dwelling house and various outbuildings in the courtyard (1894) were
also built. Significant work was done in 1898. And in 1958-1959 the plaster was removed,
it spoilt the internal appearance. During the restoration work, fragments of the cornice with
sculptural ornamentation of the Hellenistic church were revealed, indicating the existence of
a pagan temple in the area in the past. In the 1970s, excavations in the eastern part revealed
pre-Christian and early Christian burials and an early medieval single-nave church with an
externally pentagonal altar.

Bibliography:
1. Marutyan T., «The temple of Avan and similar monuments», Y. 1976.

2. Jacobson A., «Essay history architecture Armenia V-XVII centuries»., M-L, 1950.
3. Eremyan A., «The Church of Hripsime», Y., 1955.
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It was built on the territory of the wine pressing building of the royal gardens of the Ar-
menian capital Vagharshapat, traditionally at the place where the ray of light came down
from heaven upon Hripsime’s martyrs (Shoghakat means “a drop of light”). According to the
inscription above the western entrance to the church, it was built in 1694 by the Catholicos
Nahabed | of Edessa, thanks to the patronage of Prince Aghamal Sorotetsi. According to the
architectural concept, the church is a construction of the type “domed hall”. The forms and
proportions of the plan are typical to the monuments of the Early Middle Ages of this type,
from which it can be assumed that the church was built on the foundation of the construc-
tion of the VI-VII centuries. The dome with the octagonal drum is located in the center not
of the building itself, but the hall with two pairs of vertical ribs (“buttress”), similar to the old
churches. From the east the prayer hall ends with a semicircular altar, with adjoining nar-
row rectangular celure (in the southern celure there is a tombstone of St. Mariane with the
inscription “Saint Shoghakat”). The main entrance opens from the porch on the west side,
simultaneously built with the church. There is a large arched opening in the center of the
western facade, and the hall is bordered by an eight-columned rotunda of the bell tower. The
Catholicosses Nahabed | of Edessa and Abraham Kretatsi are buried in the hall.

The church is built of brown, chestnut polished tufa.

In the 1960, the Catholicos Vazgen | began restoration work.

To the south-west of the church, during the excavations, the ruins of a single-nave church
of polished tufa (IV-V), built on a multi-level foundation were found. The presence of a semi-
circular altar near the southern wall from the outside allows us to suggest that the column
hall once rose here.

Bibliography:
1. “Christian Armenia”, Encyclopedia, Y., 2002, pp. 827-828.
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The monastery complex is situated in the central part of the village of Sanahin in the Lori
Province of RA (now considered part of the city of Alaverdi), Debed Canyon of the Lori region,
on the right bank of the Debed River. On the Debed River, there is the historical Sanahin
Bridge, which was built by the Kyurikyan Queen Vaneni (Nane) at the end of the Xl century to
commemorate her untimely dead husband, King Abas | Kyurikyan. According to the tradition,
the monastery complex was founded in the IV century, when the St. Nshan (Sign) Cross was
erected at the site. The fragments of the old structures can be observed in the wall masonry
of the St. Amenaprkich church. The earliest structures of the monastery complex - the church
of St. Astvatsatsin (Holy Mother of God) was built in the 30s-40s of the X century during the
reign of Abbas Bagratuni by a group of clergy, led by the Polikarpios persecuted by Romanos
| Emperor, to reject the Chalcedonian sect. This fact was mentioned by the historians Kirakos
Gandzaketsi and Vardan Areveltsi, as well as the in the inscription on the khachkar, found in
the monastery of Haghpat. On the outside, the church of St. Astvatsatsin is a domed cross-
wing church, and inside, rectangular with two-story annexes at each of the four corners. In
966 the Armenian King Ashot Il Voghormats (Merciful) and Queen Khosrovanush founded
the church of St. Amenaprkitch (Holy Redeemer or All Savior) for the longevity of their sons
Kyurike (Gourgen) and Smbat. It is also a domed and inside cross-shaped composition.
The facades of the church were decorated with pilasters and ornamental arches. Inside the
walls are covered with gorgeous and variegated frescoes, which remained partially. In 979,
by the order of King Smbat Il, the monastery complex served as Diocesan Bishopric Seat of
the new Kyurikyan Kingdom. The St. Grigor chapel of the monastery was built in 1061. It is
a miniature dome structure, circular on the outside with four apses on the inside. The dome
arches and pilasters, supporting them, make the inner space of this cozy monument grace. In
1063, Queen Hranush built the monastery library, which is located at the church of St. Grigor.
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The rectangular structure was built with arches that are leaning against the columns. There
are special cells for storing manuscripts in the strongly constructed columns. Half a century
later, the mentioned structures of the complex were formed into one complex with two mas-
sive narthexes. The first narthex, which is near the western wall of St. Amenaprkich church,
was constructed in 1181 by architect Zhamhayr, under the head of monastery Hovhannes. It
is a large hall, erected on four columns with a crowned dome lighted from the centre. Espe-
cially remarkable are the slender, spherical wide columns with chapiters. The other northex
was buit in the western part of church St. Astvatsatsin in 1211 on the initiative of Vache Va-
chutyan. The inner three-nave space of the narthex is covered with vaults based on strongly
constructed pilasters. It is lighted with wide, open arches on the southern facade. The floor is
covered with the thick burials, and there are numerous lithographic inscriptions. The arches
of the high walls between St. Astvatsatsin and St. created the cells for sitting. Traditionally,
this long room was considered the seminary of Grigor Magister, where an outstanding sci-
entist taught his students. Dioscoros Sanahnetsi, the «great speaker», was one of the most
famous monks of the complex. In his period (1039-1063), the spiritual school became a great
educational center, the library was enriched and numerous manuscripts were written and
copied. Anania Sanahetsi and Hakopos Qarapnetsi were his students, and also taught at the
school. In addition to theology, at school they also taught philosophy, rhetorical art, music,
medicine, and history. Grigor Tutevordi, Hovhannes Khachentsi and Vardan were famous
in Sanahin in the XII-XIII cc. The monk Grigor Rabunapet had great fame and donated 13
monasteries to the monastery. It is worth to mention the talented architect Zhamahayr, who
lived and worked in the monastery complex and the master-sculptor Mhitar Kazmog, who
created a beautiful khachkar dedicated to Grigor Tutenvordi. In the XIV-XVcc., there was a
new rise of writing. The most memorable is «Qotuk» of Sanahin. The three-storey bell tower
of the XIII c. was built near the north-west corner of the second narthex. It is a square domed
columned structure.
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In addition to the mentioned main structures, there are a number of other preserved struc-
tures on the territory of the monastery and around it. Among them are the family tomb of
Spasalars and the church of St. Harutyun, which are separate block structures. Many khach-
kars of the complex are attractive. The memorial statue of Grigor Tutenvordi, which was
created in 1184 and is located to the north near the church of St. Harutyun is remarkable. In
front of the western facade of the second narthex, there is also khachgar of St. Sarkis. One
of the most valuable buildings is also a water source, which was built at the western end of
the village of Sanahin, which according to the lithographic inscription, was built by Mkhitar
Vanakan in 1255 (he donated «one hundred silver coins» to the construction). The water
source is a rectangular plan structure with two arched walls and facade, decorated with mas-
sive round columns.

At the beginning of the XIV c., the Zakarian’s Princely House weakened and disintegrated,
and the village of Sanahin, with its surroundings, became the property of the Arghutyan-
Erkaynabazuk until the beginning of the XX c.

The monastery complex was periodically renovated. In the middle of the XVII century, the
structures damaged by time and earthquake were substantially renovated under the leader-
ship of Archbishop Sarkis Arghutyan.

In 1831, the leader of the monastery Archbishop Harutyun Ter-Baghdasaryan built an
arched water source adjacent to the northern wall. In the beginning of the XX century, the
monastery stopped its activity.

During the Soviet times, as a historical and cultural monument, the state carried out res-
toration work. The complex was partially renovated in 1930 and 1939 by A. Tamanyan. The
church St. Amenaprkich was renovated in 1953-1954, and in 1960, they improved the area
and renovated the second narthex.

In 2001, the monastery complex was included in the UNESCO World Heritage List.
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The monastery of Haghpat is located on the right bank of the Debed River, in the village of
the same name (the village of Haghpat), on a high plateau, which is surrounded on one side
by the mountain ranges of Lori (protected by the St. Luys and Terunakan mountains), on the
other hand, by the Kayan Berd and Saghkhdzor fortresses. The life in Haghpat started from
time immemorial. It is evidenced by rich archaeological finds discovered during the excava-
tions. From the second half of XIlI c., the monastery became the spiritual center of the Ky-
urikian Kingdom. The royal family tomb was also transferred here from Sanahin. In 1081, the
Bishop of Ani-Shirak Barsegh was consecrated as Catholicos here. In the XI-XIII centuries,
the school and center for manuscript production of Haghpat were famous in Armenia. Here
they taught grammar, rhetoric, philosophy, history, theology and music. The most famous
teachers were the historian and philosopher Hovhannes Sarkavag (Imastaser), his pupils -
the chroniclers Samuel Anetsi, Yeremia Andzrevik and others. Among religious and cultural
figures of the XlI century were the son of the lawyer David Alavkavordi, David Kobayretsi,
Vardan Bardzraberdstsi, Ignatios, poet, Hovhannes Yerznkatsi. From the second half of the XIlI
c., Haghpat belonged to the Artsrunis of Mahkanaberd, then to the Zakarians. In the late mid-
dle ages, the Armenian churches (except Sanahin) of Georgia, Imereti, Abkhazia, Borchalu
and Ghazakh were under the control of the Archbishop of Haghpat. At the beginning of the
XIX c., the religious leaders of Haghpat Hovhannes Aknetsi, Astvatsatur Artsakhetsi, Nerses
Ashtaraketsi, simultaneously led the Georgian-Armenian Diocese. At the end of the XVl c.,
the greatest medieval Armenian ashik (folk singer-songwriter) Sayat-Nova a clergyman in
Haghpat for several years. Yeprem Catholicos settled here during 1822-1826. In 1830-1831,
the priest Harutyun Alamdaryan was exiled to Haghpat.

The monastery of Haghpat consists of pagan and secular structures, which are surround-
ed by towery walls. The latters have two entrances, the main of which is in the west side.

The monastery of Haghpat was was founded in 976 on the initiative of the King Ashot
IIl Voghormats (Merciful) and his wife Queen Khosrovanush for the longevity of their sons
Kyurike (Gourgen) and Smbat. The main and oldest structure of the complex is the church
of St. Nshan, the construction of which started in 976 and finished in 991. The founder of
the monastery was the Abbot Father Simeon, and the elder priest Tiranun was his assistant.
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The main church of St. Nshan is a hall, rectangular outside and cross-shaped inside, in
the center of which there is a wide dome with a round drum. The interior is decorated with
frescoes. In the subsequent centuries, the church was surrounded by many additional struc-
tures, which covered the beautifully carved portals and windows of the western and northern
facades. On the western side of the church of St. Nshan there is the adjacent gavit (narthex)
of the Haghpat, which is the most significant architectural structure of the complex. Origi-
nally, on its place, there was a gavit built in 1185 on order of the daughter of King Kyurike Il
Princess Mariam, on the graves of her aunt Rousougan and mother Tamar, as a mausoleum
for the Kiurikian family. The Mariamashen old gavit (built by Mariam), from which only the
northern and southern edges are preserved, was an arched construction with a gable roof
stretched in a north—south direction. The religious leader of the monastery Hovhannes Kh-
achentsi in 1208-1210 demolished the old gavit and built the current one, which is one of the
masterpieces of Armenian medieval architecture and a unique example for the whole Middle
Ages. It is a hall with rectangular layout, two pairs of double-storied, small sacristies adjacent
to the western wall of the church. The floor is completely covered with flat gravestones of the
kings, their family members, princes, philanthropists and high-ranked clergymen. The main
beauty of the gavit is the ceiling, which is based on two pairs of crossed arches (not larger
than 12 meters). The bases of the arches are arranged on pilasters adjacent to the walls on
the three sides of the gavit, and on the western side, on columns erected about three meters
away from the wall. Inside the square, formed on the above-mentioned crucial arches, there
are also crossed, but smaller arches, which expands the space, «lifts» the inner room and
make the hall more slender. The domed space between the upper arches is divided into
9 parts: the eight lateral spaces are decorated with colored stones, and the central space
serves as a window and ends with a gabled roof sat on six columns. The gavit reached us
essentially in its original form.
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The scriptorium (book depository) of Haghpat Monastery, built in the XI c., had a great
reputation. It was considered one of the great and perfect matenadarans, where the fathers
of the church kept many manuscripts. Haghpat had its own manuscript cente: numerous
manuscripts (which were considered literate examples) were written and copied here. One
of the most unique medieval manuscripts is the Gospel of Haghpat of 1211 created by the
artist Markare. The scriptorium of Haghpat, like the library of Sanahin, inside its walls has
deep cells for storing books. Originally, the roof of the scriptorium was wooden-domed, with
wide garret, and during the reconstruction work, carried out in the XIlI c., it was replaced
by a stone garret-roof with crossed arches. The small gavit was probably built during that
reconstruction. The latter is an open hall between the St. Nshan and gavit. In the small gavit
there is a massive khachkar(cross-stone) erected on a high pedestal. It was erected in 1273,
after the construction of the gavit, by the religious leader Hovhannes, in honor and for the
longevity of the most prominent prince of that time - atabek (governor of the country) and
amirspasalar (military commander) Sadun Artsruni. On the back of the khachkar there is an
extensive inscription on construction activities and donations of Hovhannes to the monastery.
This khachkar differs from other khachkars by its style and character: there is not just a cross
engraved on it, which had to express the idea of the crucifixion of Christ, but the the illustra-
tion of Christ in full growth, nailed to the cross. Around him, there are also two holy beings
with nimbuses and the twelve apostles, and on the top of the khachkar - saints and angels.
On the front of the khachkar, along with the sculptures, there is an inscription on Christ and
his crucifixion. This khachkar is known as «Amenaprkich» («All-Savior»), which, according to
K. Ghafadaryan, was created in 1273 by the sculptor Vahram.

The other gavit built on the northern side of the main church is a square-shaped structure,
based on four columns and with a garret-dome. According to the historian Kirakos Gandza-
ketsi, this gavit was built in 1253 under the religious leadership of Hamazasp. On the floor of
the building there is a record and primitive gravestones. On the floor of the structure there is
an inscription and gravestones.

Another part of the complex is the church of St. Grigor, which, according to the inscription,
was built in 1025 ans is located inside the walls of the monastery, near the south-west cor-
ner, in the southern part of the great gavit. It is a rectangular building with an inscribed cross
interior and chambers at the four corners. outside It is outwardly rectangular and inwardly
cross-shaped structure with sacristies at the four corners and arched, gable, tiled roof.

One of the most remarkable structures of Armenian medieval architecture is the belfry of
Haghpat, which was built on the eastern upland part of the monastery and shines for its maj-
esty among the other structures. It is a cross-shaped in plan, three-storey, multi-apse church,
on which there are bells hanging in the towering dome.

Inside the walls of the monastery, in the north-western part of the gavit built by Hamazasp
is located the Ukanants family sepulcher, which is a rare sample of a sepulchral structure.
It is made from three memorial chapels adjacent each other to the south-north direction, on
each of which there is an ornamental khachkar. Now the central khachkar is displaced, only
the pedestal remained. The western facades, rectangular entrances of the chapels and ped-
estals of khachkars are decorated with sculptures. The arched coverings of the structures
end with a flat roof. The backs sides of khachkars are inscribed.

The dining-hall of the monastery is situated in the north-west corer of the monastery wall.
It is a secular structure, consisting of a pair of equilateral quadrangular halls and crossed
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arches. Inside of thestructure there are stone benches. It is lighted by an open aperture at
the center top of the roof.

The monastery complex is fenced, it is spacious and adapted to the rugged area. It par-
tially preserved in its original form. The fence included the main constructions of the monas-
tery. The fence was built of stone and baked bricks with lime cement. In the western part, the
round massive pyramids of fence are presereved. Inside the fence and on the surrounding
areas, there are other monastic structures, churches, bridges, water-mill, places of pilgrim-
age, monastic cells and numerous khachkars. There are also several churches, chapels, the
Kayan Berd fortress and the Kusanats Desert, the water spring and etc.

The monastery complex was renovated several times by the the Agency of Protection of
Historical and Cultural Monuments of RA. During the renovation works the damaged facades
of the monuments were reconstructed, the stone roofs of the structures and the fence weren
repaired, the improvement and landscaping works were conducted in the area.

Due to its unique architectural and historical values, in 1996 the complex was included in
the list of the monuments under the protection of UNESCO.

crilivejournal.col
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