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Abstract

The security systems of the South Caucasus has undergone significant changes due
to the 44-day war in Nagorno-Karabakh and subsequent events. The policy of isolating of
US president Trump was utilized by regional powers Russia and Turkey for transforma-
tions according to their own interests. Russia needed to ensure an alternative transit
route for its energy resources before the invasion of Ukraine, while Turkey seized the
opportunity to expand his influence in the region. Such a change has not only impacted
regional but also global political processes. The Russian-Ukrainian war and the hybrid
standoff between Russia and Collective West have found their reflection in the process of
reshaping the security system of the South Caucasus.

Key words - Security, Region, War, Isolation policy, transformation, military bal-
ance, global processes.

The international security system is very sensitive as a result of global
changes. Local conflicts now have the ability to grow to a global catastrophe in
case the principle of the inadmissibility of using force for solving problems is
violated. However, one could see the first examples of this violation after Trump
started his "separate" politics during his presidency. First and foremost, it
changed the security systems in local regions. Regional powers tried to establish
their own interests in different areas and that fact confused both the regional
and global security balance.

The main goal of this article is to discover separate features of the new se-
curity situation in the South Caucasus region after the war in Nagorno-Karabakh
in 2020 and to elaborate the possibilities of maintaining further stable and sus-
tainable democratization development in the region. For the realization of this
goal, | have studied the following points.

1. The security architecture of the South Caucasus.

2. The role of geopolitical centers in the security system of the South Caucasus.

3. The change of the security situation in the South Caucasus during
Trump’s "separate” politics.
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4. The causes of the escalation of the Nagorno-Karabakh- conflict and the
participation of the regional powers.

5. The impacts of the results of the 44-day war between Nagorno-Karabakh
and Azerbaijan on the regional and global security system.

6. The change of the regional security situation after the return of the
American traditional policy.

In the article | have used several methods of political science analysis, such
as comparative, discourse, situational analyses, etc.

The results of research include the vision of the South Caucasus security
system’s further stabilization and development via the opening of the communi-
cation directions and economic collaborations with the neighboring regions to-
ward Asian and European areas. | conclude that this plan contains the potential
to ensure the security and developing future on both regional and global levels.

Introduction

In the South Caucasus region there is a new security situation after the 44-day
war between the disputed province of Nagorno-Karabakh and the Republic of
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijani-Turkish common army won that war. Armenia, Russia
and Azerbaijan signed a statement about the results of the war on the 9th of
November. According to this statement, the Armenian army was obliged to leave
the majority of the territories. As a result, the Azerbaijani forces moved toward
the Armenian province of Syunik region and now are trying to obtain a road
through that province. On the other hand, Russia has got a new area for its mili-
tary presence. Russian peacekeepers appeared in the remaining Armenian terri-
tories of Nagorno-Karabakh. However, in September of 2023, the rest part also
was given by the new administration of Nagorno-Karabakh and with the consent
of Russia. All Armenian population was leave Nagorno-Karabakh. That has fun-
damentally changed the former security situation in the South Caucasus region.

Regional, local and ethnic conflicts

There is a lot of research about different sides of conflict. Regional conflict
poses a big challenge to the international peace and development. Certain con-
flict situations arise for different political, economic, social-cultural and other
reasons. But a lot of regional conflicts date back to historical times. Historical
memory of nations forms a persistent idea about themselves and their neigh-
bors. "The nation, its borders, history, agendas, discourses, etc. are taken for
granted without asking how they developed or what alternative forms of organi-
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sation and interaction exist"". Thereby, conflict situations continue for several
centuries, sometimes with acute or remission periods.

We are familiar with very acute conflicts in the Middle East region, and the
South Caucasus is a part of this. The Armenian-Turkish, Georgian-Russian, Tur-
kish-Kurdish and many other ethnic relations are rather complex. Furthermore,
the USA, China, Russia, Europe and a number of other civil centers have geopo-
litical interests in this subregion. Each of them tries to provide their own ap-
proaches, which in many cases don’t match with the interests of the other cen-
ter. Therefore, the security situation in this subregion is very unstable.

Each conflict has both common and different features. But every regional
conflict is itself a complex system, which consists of smaller parts such as na-
tional and local conflicts.

Local conflicts also have numerous types, but there is a type, which mostly
has a potential to transform into a regional conflict or to impact the regional
security system. That type is the ethnic conflict.

Ethnic conflicts are the most complex and hard solvable problems, which
can last a very long time and have the ability to destruct the security system of
countries and regions. The sides of ethnic conflicts are usually different ethnic
communities, which dwell in the same or neighboring areas. In the South Cau-
casus region there are a lot of ethnic communities. One of these communities is
the Armenians in the Nagorno-Karabakh region, which gained informal inde-
pendence through the war against the former Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan,
after the collapse of USSR.

The South Caucasus security system

Russia traditionally positions itself as the impact center of the political
processes in the South Caucasus. After the Georgian-Russian war in 2008, the
extent of the Russian participation in Georgia has become unprecedentedly
weak. But now Russia continues to try to maintain and develop its influence on
the region: "Russian Federation has been trying to revive its past influence on
the region that know it a part of its close exterior area". For it, before aggres-
sion against Ukraine in 24" of February 2022, Russia signed an agreement with
Azerbaijan about strategically partnership. It was necessary for ensure contin-
ued sell of Russian energy recourses during the war also. But there are other
players, which have their interests in the South Caucasus region, countries and
impact centers such as the USA, Iran, Turkey, China, India and Europe. Jansiz

! Ansorg 2011, 175.
2 Jansiz Reza 2015, 90.
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and Reza Khojaste offer the following factors, which construct the South Cauca-
sus security system:

- Extensive changes in many concepts of international relations especially
the West's redefinition of the concepts of security and threats after the end of
the Cold War;

- Political and economic turmoil of Russia and its impacts on domestic and
international standing and foreign policy of this country, e.g., inactivity and inef-
ficiency of Russia’s policy toward Caucasus;

- West-orientation and being affected by the Western models in the South
Caucasus Republics, especially Azerbaijan and Georgia;

- Enhancing the role of energy and transport equations in the Caucasus
which is also a product of opening political, economic and security atmosphere?®.

A scrupulous analysis of this factors discovers radical changes of their basic
perceptions after the start of Trump’s presidency.

Firstly, Trump changed the American approaches to security systems. Re-
gional security and threats began to be viewed as part of business interests:
"Trump’s rhetoric is closely associated with the grand strategy of neo-
isolationism which is theoretically based on "defensive realism"*. The USA dele-
gated its partners to solve several problems, something that had been its exclu-
sive right before. The paragon of that behaviour is the problem of ISIS. As a
result, regional powers obtained more freedom to push their own interests fur-
ther in the regional areas. The West's redefinition of the concepts of security
and threats changed again.

The South Caucasus region is known for closed borders and complex rela-
tions. As a result, the economic development of the region has been inhibited by
several circumstances related to the closed borders between Armenia and Tur-
key, conflicts in Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia, Georgian-
Russian problems, sanctions against Iran, etc. Furthermore, these circums-
tances have had continuous negative impact on the regional economic and polit-
ical security systems.

In the mid 2010s the situation of Russian domestic and foreign policy be-
came stable, and Russia got a chance to expand its Eurasian projects and to
muse about the return of its imperial power. As a result, the Russian policy re-
garding the South Caucasus region has become more stubborn, and the Rus-
sian-Turkish relations have become more cordial.

After the "Velvet" revolution in 2018, Armenia began to democratize its do-
mestic institutions and social processes, which became a concern for Russia:

3 Jansiz, Reza Khojaste 2015, 87.
4 Cakir 2020, 22.



Robert Ghevondyan 79

"Even though the Velvet Revolution has not challenged the basic parameters of
Armenia’s foreign policy, it has caused a readjustment in relations with Russia™.

Moreover, Azerbaijan’s authoritarian regime was more acceptable for the
Russian power, because the orientation towards the West and democratization
in general, are basically problems for Eurasian projects. On the other hand,
Trump’s "separate” politics were a chance for the convergence of the Russian-
Turkish approaches. The cooperation between Russia and Turkey stretched
from Syria to Libya. Azerbaijan tried to take advantage of this situation and was
able to use it for its interests.

Ultimately, other factors formed characterizing the South Caucasus security
system:

- New concepts of international relations after the start of Trump’s presi-
dency, especially the "separate" politics and the rise of importance of regional
powers in the global security system.

- The stability of Russian hybrid power and its role in the regional and
global political processes, especially the deepening of the Russian-Turkish colla-
boration.

- The "Velvet" revolution in Armenia and the attempts at democratic trans-
formations following the Western example troubled the Russian hybrid power.
Azerbaijan became the main and more credible center for the Russian influence
in the South Caucasus. Moreover, the Russian and Turkish interests began to
coincide in the South Caucasus, too.

- The decrease of international political processes’ intensity due to the Co-
ronavirus, and the closure of the majority of borders.

The Coronavirus, war and their influences on the South Caucasus se-
curity system

Security policy has two stages. The first stage involves the process of bring-
ing out alternative basic concepts and affixing them in the security strategy. The
second stage selects ways to realize those concepts and ensure the stability of
political processes for it®.

The South Caucasus conflicts, parallelly depending on ethnic and cultural
mosaics problems, have also a geopolitical context. If Georgia’s choice of devel-
opment following the Western concepts has become a reason for the Georgian-
Russian war in 2008, then Armenia and Azerbaijan were a zone of Russian-
Turkish influence. Both Armenian and Azerbaijani armies were reinforced with
Russian weapons: "Despite Russia acting as a leading mediator in the conflict

® Shirinyan 2018, 148.
6 Krebs 2018.
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between the two countries, in 2011-2020, it accounted for 94 percent of Arme-
nia’s imports of major arms and 60 percent of Azerbaijan’s"’. The balance be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan was mostly maintained via the Russian political
authority. Whereas Armenia is a member of Russian Eurasian programs and its
security system includes the potential of "Collective security treaty organization”,
the other members of that organization have had closer relations with Azerbai-
jan since the collapse of USSR. It is not surprising that Russia had sold more
than $5 billion modern weapons to Azerbaijan until autumn 20188.

Trump’s "separate” politics, the Coronavirus and the crisis of global political
concepts formed the new regional situation, which had potential to collapse the
regional security system. On the one hand, the Russian Eurasian projects re-
quired to grow towards former imperial areas, including the South Caucasus.
On the other hand, Turkish power allowed for an active participation in the re-
gional political processes and for attempts to develop Davutoglu’s doctrine of
"the strategic Depth"® in the real time. Armenia’s persistent refusal to adopt
"Lavrov’s plan" and to hand over the territories around former NKAO ob-
structed both Russian and Turkish plans.

The war in Nagorno-Karabakh in 2020 was the result of the following
terms:

e The regional security system underwent the influence of the Russian-
Turkish collaboration.

e The closed borders limited human mobility.

e The unblocking of communications was of importance to the Western
energetic and business interests,

e Further democratization processes in Armenia were unpredictable for
the Russian power.

o Ultimately, Azerbaijan was able to mobilize the international opinion
about its right to war.

The new system of the South Caucasus security

The results of war cardinally changed and destabilized the South Caucasus
security system. Azerbaijan got 80 percent of the territories that it had de-
manded, and in September of 2023 year got last 20 percent; Russia placed its
army already in the second spot in the South Caucasus; Turkey established and
enlarged its political and cultural influence on the region; Iran became con-
cerned about its geopolitical positions, especially about its eastern border with

7 Kuimova, Smith, Wezeman 2021.
8 Turan News Agency 2018.
9 Davutoglu 2009.
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Armenia; Georgia started to worry about the continuity of its Western-
orientation transformation processes and about the increase of Russia’s regional
role. After the defeat, Armenia fell into internal political turmoil, and the insta-
bility continues until today.

At the same time, the new president of the USA, Joe Biden, returned the
Western traditional strategic vision to the international relations. Moreover, Bi-
den softened the Western attitude toward Iran and declared Iran as a friendly
state for the USA. Accordingly, that fact changed the regional security situation
again. China, India, the UAE and more other states announced about their in-
terest to restore "the Silk road" through Iran, Armenia and Georgia. In contrast,
Turkey started the attempts to build its "Turanian road" project, which would
stretch from the central Asia to Istanbul through the Armenian southern prov-
ince of Syunik. This project also involves Russian and Azerbaijani interests. Its
realization requires not only open communications in the region, but a sove-
reign road through Syunik, which would be controled by Turkey or Russia.

On the 12" of May 2021 and 13-14'" of September of 2022 groups of Azeri’s
militaries entered the Armenian border and refused to leave the territory. Ar-
menia’s application to the "Collective security treaty organization" both time was
ignored per se by its partners. On the contrary, the other two co-chairs of Minsk
Group - the USA and France - began to actively offer their participation in the
problem solving process.

Conclusion

The security system of the South Caucasus became more fluent and chan-
geable. The results of Trump’s "separate” politics in the region destroyed the
former systemic correlations. The new security system includes both local and
geopolitical problems. "Russia still maintains an important toolkit to harm demo-
cratic Armenia: a comprehensive hybrid warfare strategy and the use of Azer-
baijan as a proxy"'?. Nonetheless, the return of the USA deepened the uncer-
tainty but hindered the Russian-Turkish plans to reshape the region according
to their interests. That fact became a chance to continue the democratization
transformations for Georgia and Armenia. Furthermore, Armenian society
dreams about democratic state. "If you ask young people in Armenia, the dream
of democratic, European Armenia is the unifying element and the great hope for
the future™'. Moreover, the possible cancellation of the sanctions against Iran
opened new economic possibilities for the region, and the security system may
become more comprehensive and stable. Communication directions will stretch

10 Kopalyan 2023.
' Rothig 2023.
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from China, India and the Middle East to Europe through Georgia’s ports and
will ensure safe and secure development for the entire region. The stabilization
of the situation in the south of Armenia is the major condition for the realization
of this future.
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Uredushv unduuuh uLdsuuvaushtu <uvuuurah dsruenunhue 4
U URMESNNE3NRLE GLNAUL LUNULULUL SNMOLLAEUSLEMP 4P

Mnpbipwn Thnurywu
Udthnihnwd

LEnuwjht CTwpwpwnnuw 44-opjw ywwnbipwqdh W npwu hwonpnnn hpwnwnant-
pintuutiph htimbwupny <wpwywiht Ynyywuh wuywmwuqwihu hwdwlwnpgp Gupwny-
ybg wpdwunwlwu hnihnfunyeniuubph: UWUL-h twfuwqwh (@pwdwh’ deynwwgdwu
pwnwpwlwuniginiut  ogwgnpdtightt inwpwdwonpowuwihu nbpnyeyniuubpp’ M-
uwuwnwup W @nipphwt, wgnbgnyejwu gninpubpp' hpbug swhbpht hwdwwwunwu-
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fuwt Ybpwaunudubp Yuwnwpbint hwdwp: Mnwwunwuht wuhpwdtion Ep Nypwhtw
ubipfunidbiinig wnwy hp Lubpquyhpubph wnwpwugdwtu hwdwp wypunpwupwihu
Swuwwwph wwwhnyby, huy Bnipphwt wnhpp pwg senntig wmwpwdwopgwunwd hp
wqnbgnieyniup ddwgubint hwdwp: Wn hinthnfunieiniup dbé wgnbignieyntu niubigwy
ny dhwju nmwpwdwopowuwihu, wjl gnpw| pwnwpwlywu gnpdpupwgutiph Ypw:
MNnw-niypwhtwywt wwwnbpwqdh b Mnwwunwu-hwjwpwlwu Upldnunp hhppp-
nwht nhdwlwnyegjwu  htnbwupubpt wpunwgnybght twb <wpwdwihtu 4Ynylwuh
wuywnwugqwihu unp qupgqugnidubpnid:

Pwiwih pwnbp' wuynwugnieniu, nmwpwdwopowl, wwwnbpwaqd, deyniuwg-
dwu pwnwpwlwunie)nit, YyEpwihnfunid, nwqdwlwu hwjwuwpwynnientu, ginpw
gnpdpupwgutn:

M3MEHEHUE CUCTEMbI BE3OMACHOCTU FOMHOIO KABKA3A U EE
BIMAHUE HA TTIOBAJIbHBIE NOJIMTUMECKUE NPOLLECCDI

Pobept 'eBoHpAH
Pesiome

Cucrema 6e3sonacHoctu HOxHoro KaBkasa nopgseprnacb cepbe3HbiM U3MEHe-
HuAM B pesynbtate 44-x fHeBHOI BoWHbI B HaropHom Kapabaxe u nocnegytoLmx
cobbiTnit. MNonutukoid nsonAaumm, nposogmmoii npesugeHtom CLIA Tpamnom, Boc-
No/b30BaNMCb pPernoHanbHble aepiasbl — Poccna u Typuma. Poccun Heobxogumo 6b11o
obecneunTtb anbTepHaTVBHYIO BO3MOMKHOCTb TPaH3uTa COOCTBEHHbIX IHEPreTUYECKUX
pecypcoB nepep, BTOpeHMeM Ha TeppuToputo YKpauHbl, a Typuusa He ynyctuna Bo3-
MOMHOCTb pacLUMpUTb COOCTBEHHOE BAWAHWE B PETMOHE. JTO MOBAWANO HE TONbKO
Ha pervoHanbHble, HO W rnobanbHble NonMTUYecKue npouecchbl. Poccuiicko-yKpanH-
CKaAa BoiiHa u rubpupHoe npotusocToAHUe Poccua — KonnekTuBHBIN 3anap, Halliu
oTpameHue u B npouecce nepedopMUpoBaHna cuctembl besonacHoctn HOxHoro
KaBkaza.

KnioueBble cnoBa — 6e30MacHOCTb, PErnoH, BOiHa, MONUTUKA U30NALMU, Mpe-
obpasoBaHue, BOeHHbI1 banaHc, rnobanbHble NpoLecchl.



