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A WREATH ON

Byron!...

A poweerful and inpressice name
which photographs in the mind the coun-
fenance of a giant.

Byron! ... A sound that re-echoes in
the abyss like the bursting of a shell, =
a lightiuing flash that shows bright ho-
rizons, — a thunderbolt, — an waoful
thunder rolling in the durk clonds.

His s o sunlike Gening whose
bewms shine forth into the most distant
corners, He is magnificently enthroned,
crowned with the muses. His poetical
rigour and inspiration irradiale con-
plete majesty.

Born of a powerful and chivalrons
nation, he was not salisfied lo erect
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BYRON'S TOMB

Translated from the Armenian

solitary colussal monninent for the lile-
rary world, he materialised his dieams.
Ile 1was eager fo sevve Lhat high and
nablest of ideas — the privciple of -
Lerty, — which no sooner did it {ake
hold of his nind than he put inlo
practice. Wowld i not eren be corrveet
o say that “he conqrered a self within
himself in offering his arin and his
life to that dirine gift for the benefil
of @ people?

This is how we fell when a fewr
muonths ago the news veached us through
the newspapers that the Hellenic go-
verninenl inlended o addyress an official
innitation lo Byron's nalire land that
the whole lilerary world of England
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might assemble to hold a great National
Festiral in celebration of this first Cen-
tenary of 1he world - fained nobleinnn.

Again it was his greatness that shone
fortle froue the colnnns of a anews-
peper awhich peported  that in Sirif-
serland a special Dilernational Com-
miltee has been forined wunder the an-
gust palranage of H. M. the King of
FEngland and the President of the Swniss
Republic so that a wdversal trilwde
wight be paid to that renoened figure.
Doublless it will not be considered un-
beconving if with this slight expression
a consecraled Aroenian Institntion, this
Meghitarist House renturves lo place
itself ulongside of lhese prominent me-
prvers of the Festical,

If England, nolwithstunding her
pardonable opposition {o him, is abirays
rightly proud of haring giren bivth (o
sich a great Genivs; if the land of
Hower feels proud of haring enjoyed
Byron's power and of being al last his
girare, N, Lassaro can boust forever of
having lowght i its nother-tongue
and of haring cherished in ils heart
tmperishable and  precions memories.
And has il not eren had an indirvect
part tn rowsing his enthusiasmn for the
noble ideal of the liberation of a nalion?

Whicherer of lhese opiniens we
may hold the naine of Lord Byron will
alwnys remain connected with the Island
of N. Lazznro. For centuries and cen-
turies he will follon the Cominunily
Uike the shadwe of a giant. The wmotires
that wrge us lo offer a special mark of
vespeet bo the wewmory of the great Poct
are very earnest, especiully when we
consider the wmoral assistance that, by
his comnection with it, he gare to the
great man of Sehuste and to the Work
of his hands. It seeins as if he had
vwed Lo familiarise, nol only Kngland
and her most distant Colonies bt eren
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other Eurnpean peoples and different
races with the monastery, ifs mission
and literary actirity. And has he not
helped the .irmenian Nation morally in
anather impartant way by learning the
language of that Golden Age * for the
vecreation of his mind and sonl”; again,
when ainongst other things he gare lo
his nation a part of a literary lreasie
that had been overiooked by FEnglish
titerature, did this nof raise onr literary
repirtution before the Knglish-spenking
peoples?

These then are the not unimportant
reasons for which e desire to biring
oy swnall rontribution fo the Byron
Commenwialions, both as Arwnenians
and as Mechitarist Fathers.

Let ws add this too. Not eren the
mndeniable dissipation of the social life
of the Pocl can hinder us in this lusk.
In Byron, 10e insist, it is alicays the
Genins that chrms, which is glorified,
a gift which the Creator of the Unirerse
has placed there, and it is just with
this God-giren treasure that (e Con-
gregalion has had Gidinale connection.

This fitting orcasion Lnposes a duly
on the Mechilarist Fathers and on the
Armenian Nalion, that of placing on
the touh of the great Poet inperishable
wreaths in token of deep homage and
gratitede. An honowrable duty which
in the piresent wimberthe officiad organ
of Byron’s own respecled and belored
Mechitarist Fathers, the cighty year
old “ Pasmareh ™ fulfils oith all its
heart.

The Editor
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