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wqpheppy op upmfli ac dinpht wlfo dwpwep  wifenp  qndwghlp {mq[n. 12-13
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by’ wwghp ne nmwbanapibp hp pwpmgpl, pdwemugpy e Shpgmuumly, ne pp
qhygbqnh duw bnd hp Figuybt vwfwpbbprd Iinufm[ﬁ:blll‘ gregbynd  wpinbph  me
Snqpubpps Jwppuwubmbbp ne bypolnuaulibp ppupns dbngh 4p fybh qftgp, qfugpud
whnp wpwdfun Reabwppl Jpuy, qparcncwd 274:!1!410[[1 Gbpyts  ne widlppd Juppbi
Jnuen fpnvanddibpnd ppbty § opowt !['i'l?[') ne Ctﬂ sy enbefile, lunme[r’uupbuﬁ: 1
neuduhyg LY qupgwhbwpne mbbyend, hp Syl bp Ruudphpl wlhnby mdwpgh kb gda.
Leurf frumnn fFhutig ”m’lugfn I qn‘a.[l. wdl by gorwwprwpnfFfh. f fubp Z'"I'"’
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pipep grpdkh, Sawdwlunlbingd pwfownfti ne wwpuguibpndes agy wh n’z; g wnlyuy,

4o Kuwdlpbpl, wlancwg e Swporch §wbgnbl opbppy gfobplbpp whpml, whququp
wefiph mc puftbpydwl mmcwd flgoflpp, pufun au wlngeg fp whdfl qbd, wang
Qecflfpilip me wisppl [mjup hp fepuighls PJulul Jhdqp quqmdiepl dp upmd
bacfpnuwd, Lhppph nedl dp mwprnd, hp djenp dppn gl fpopepdpbpp, s jumekipm]
bpplp fbp qdniwpby fbpbipth we whdayp wpapumdibplls gupufom Ghpluibptt’
Spubpmt Lp gpdt, qpummibhpmd fumpp Bugaimd’ duguyuw@ibpnd 8§ by fhmnt
bo fpluppm mnighsibppe &ty panc@hulb A5Q, hp Swpght oe hp ek Ue Qupy
duylip, apelp qupbpoe JpYEE bp foufd fp duppl me wpofly, hp gUsEL pphly
Aogll ) dwppuubonfpdl ac plwsnbbpps Qp fupgey  wlbjogopop, §p fonduy,
Lbpugly §ladpupl whinbgdl fuwnkp oo Jfuyncfdpibbp, npelgde] qfincmd agpep
guprgh Spduppo Gpobpp, whnfe dwpmep wgh Phop b oomupnuf dapnpe@haiy
g, npabgded wqupmwd Y wfe dudubwll  ngbo s afodap bibqbguljuivban
dbp Yo Qupy Spluppon b moppudian Jupgugbondffiips dugpe guwtudboy’ gu.
Ry dbnourqpmihpo, gupngoflul wospupfhofl Si§ o Sbmncfs Panfupu b
ncancghy §'prewy fwipbpede di9, mqqfy oo swnwfiapy fufybbpre, palwind whnly
qpilug (ncomnp Saplqritbps Jip Gupumall bp 4pfby, qusnpupolby, wqbnosgll
puprywubu oo pdugusbe, ny [§4 whpadig dp, wyp wdpenl weg dp, aped pp qopdp
Lhpluyph Y fugutnnemd spunf jBap' wyy spof nblp sywgeyfy funlup, ~
b wyumylo, dpupwlimfipd odp pfbbpne quqmipmpp 4p gpuly, prewcepried a
guifushpnusd bplbucnp mbupyt Jps fle wyg JhS ququipupp fpeubsybbpee Swdup,
Jhor Eplunp qupdugupd Pudanncfibpne, 4y Brgac quenntbpp, bp gfdt wpbbiph
a3 [luwneilip, np mjbped qfifhy ne Sdwpped gfy fpky gegwd bp ey prpep
blbnbywlubibpp, npolg Pusincg ppbly wonplulph Snghll oo dpugl dfangh o
gpudfp Sbwmidain, dbngh dhng fp guppmulbpl suinppupguljsl quip oo pupdpa.
eyl wugnoblibpp, fpobwlul wlughl Jibbp ni wuyguphbp Jybped, wpeig Siacd,
Uhph me wplequiliqlbpp § bpflugp dpigh quewnlibpnsy funphpp greghyecs
Ubtfup, pp Snqbymiy ne cpbpbufuou gupnglbpnd, pupdp qppg dp ae Sadpue
dp bp abub Qepuny ALY deeqndmpap  Spwgeedud §p Sbobip  whap, qpbPL 4p
wusgnbp qfppy dpbgqbn qpoliljulibpp’ el palf fpoliphl ghdulpl vl Yuprsiidng
me wwkpmflhwdy qpgnowd, hp Swpedbpl qfippr Lob hp quynik mluby dpapa.
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Yneflpil dp ApSubyne Spughpp, whnly wulgnfpip plagpbpnd. b swlhogl wdbhty
wy whqgey whmupphpreffpcs dp 4p qubk, mbulgds Tofl pulp gpehd me wpestuap.
Rulip® fpp pudimquqregny dfps be Whpfup, op neppy wlbh wnfh P wbokppoagh
bp fpp hpetpobey Juga dp, wpet o qegple 4p dfppbft dwprlugbl dpdpogn
hoabeps wyw whowd lpapkdbp forgnewd mbyl ey, bp Pogee Qughu e Gnplh
qucanbbpg §p quabug

Py np ghunhgwe Qoipo m quugae, quiwnlbpp Sumlgub ne onchb ThpPupps
Pulp dp wmpp Jbplpr Joppasybniul [l e qucsiquls wnwd b Glop patif
Pugulibpin, §p gunbioy Bnplh Joofubbbprd gugupp, mp §p olip mwhuplh bp
Swdpung, phguby bl Tfowhdh m Gulpawhn@hap pphh gbde Jbnp wdbbopbuy
puwpngbbpp’ npuby quibguguidy fp duglp dnqndopgp wpebip Jp gbbB fp gopdo-
Bhacfl bl dhdugnsh dymd Jp wwpnes (Qpt op flwlbp wpwlbpelbpnch @Fpep, Jhow
Unqiltss appbp hp gmpsnplp' hp Pupgdusibp me iy veuaplp, b apgmds ' wamcbpnp
Keadpureps, Yoy wy Yrwpdupdlp wlnp ghd wobpn bt me gpganefbub Sopp:
Udtv probp oo guyip’ fumwtap o) tp Fhpfupsny fhoipy o qupdp s Supy tp
dbpff ffmulpuh puyp O pobp’ ppwlebwgbbine m wamlndbyme Sudup pp uybguds
geutkpny bplbend oo quipquipudignd dpoyfuyud fubd Spmefpps 17C0 Dbeyw. 8f%,
Shpwdop Sqop wpurpmupulncfhuts Ubppls, Spdp fp ik VpupoiomJhwb: Jubuyh
Ruppuduligh ne shoffnpplhp 4o quapbp, sy dwlmenby bpfagnd fp swon b
UpbPup ne fpbotbpp’ wpbbiph dt9 jufrpncfpeh quihibl gmevmbuon’ wspbphph
wplidaung fp qupdubl, me fp wkebbl gpdogipl Qbqruyeibe fpud [anbe puocwd
bphbppy wpguesby ac pbppl, fbbbmlbuds Plunp snfidpl Sodubn® Sbppl fusngun
ne camqusbod, b ony g Shnac wpbbiplh, g op Wl fupsy Somaudfl sy Gy,
wwenp bp, wphdacnphl ncggbpee Sofup qbuy b Ry Eplppl fanpbpp (e, ghone.
Phust ne fpfncflbut Rouwbg dps

Yogp’ fpewbdwpoepls b Rpwpubnfbwbe, JeFeh' wppuips Yuduygl wyg
gy PPl wy gun sp wnbby' peypwip dp gequgeh sbec Bp femedt fefinppip,
b puint wyg Yop ApBuaplufFhil wp, npech ogbgat fosyed wnasomp’ ghqbghl
dpfopk dp hp fprrvirsdnups b3 [bpuwvwmnghl, wyu bpipnpy whqud: fp smpynep
mpdnel Vdul' Plbped Jpuy wnwd fp gheupropl duqulipp' dpployegg fuSal.
Vhpre pugbh apuibg, no gug Sadbpne wyu Sduyps puquighle dbY Swumwnbine dbpg.
bnautissibu pp priops Ugn optl bibupll m Hoppwlulp Jbppit bqwls Smu uy
ng wwlsn gdmwpndflbaty hp pupf Yhbfop. witie guea g bp qubl ghdugp.
whamly wpghpgbp ac JSpalbp 35 Brypuopbp ppbt Juwbp wawlogee b fpotiu.
Ll ";uuunmmm.p[uil dp Spdubpo: Uwluwsb whep juwdwn e smelnd buslppb wnl
Yoty peats dp np mbgp gumuys Qhbop Spopp qdnmpnFhuby wale § wppudiog § pdpn.
mwlony, sp gbuwbp Bubby' qawpy, Jflgh ap mqudp dbnp sdek s bu wpumba fp
dumphuef fpbt ). Quwgqup hygbt, mpnifbbpee pradupnl dp, fpmagot, whilpul
whilupah, np phs wnbild Whpfupny doguljpl quonquill wwl Lpyuy prepwa.
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e Ay gpufue dp, sppriflbuwl au g Phul fuupes dg, phFud Jp dppwdpp
dhgmbhpacs [l Spugulhpn o wnwd 4o phpbs Qinp qopurcnp fusdgadu § dfuyb’
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dwhpbpp hp Snguy, wwnbp dnigby e wunlhplbp finpugpby frc sy fbpPugbo
wdfl wmbq ox wlth pub b fle wpogfuef Swlp’ puqbuspef qpaqulgbbpee S,
Zw[umfa&nlnﬁalslrl_t Cuﬁu}m[mr zlz.'h Flnlnl.ll qblor 4ull‘wulllqnl_pbm1l ne punifFhut
wglbp fp mbgul fpbl ne fpblubpmd qbd, apelyg qhd acphy qlbg greBf, peg
dpuagt fpp LY Cuwcinngp, dwgeip fuprfp ov squdubygbuy SwdpbpriFhdps Yp amp.
weif Gandd “bpfuy wpqupugbbpne phpqlipp v Jpwpaiafpidp bbbyl
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Wnikbank wbynpprcfhbwh me guwlnqnifbuwl  owpllbp 4 pwdrpyht, opoty
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LEL Upbfwp bp flubgh Jt3 nphy pule ppud spjpup, pugg  dpus Gun@lf
dbfumfl by, Quyljuqbul punvpwip . Qumnadugby i gunlbpuqupy bl
Spunmwpulmfudp, woebp dpugl wpop pudph qfipp Jhdbpre fupghl WP ek,
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wnwd fp Jwpl pp whuud grpdp, — bpp Vjwnblp wyb peppp spupwquibpp’ npatg
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MECHITAR AND HIS WORK

(ON THE OCCASION OF HIS {75th ANNIVERSARY OF HIS DEATH)

Translated from the Armenian

F‘RO'M the midst of dark ignorance and the wilderness rose
Mechitar like the sun from the womb of night! His whole life was a
web of superhuman effort, of self-sacrifice, ot tribulation and persecu-
tion; all for that holy and noble aim which was not only to immor-
talise his mame but to make Mechitar live on for centuries in his
wqrks and his disciples. That life, full of adversities and successes, of
storm and stress such as few lives have contained, is like a great
panorama, where nature'’s ever-alternating fury and smile her light and
shade appear. His work, diffused and multi - coloured as the light of
the sun cannot possibly be reviewed in its entirety; we shall here
touch on only a few outstanding points.

Hardly does Mechitar open his eyes and come to the use of his
reason than he seeks light for soul and intellect, but everywhere he
sees darkness. He wants to get himself out of that dark and crushing
atmosphere to reach new horizons. But where and how? Bereft of a
mother's care and tenderness at only ten years old, the insatiable
thirst for holiness and knowledge urge him forward from hill to hill,
from convent to convent, from desert to desert, drive him to self-mor-
tification, to prayer and to study, but nowhere does he find the life~
giving source to quench the infinite thirst of heart and intellect.
When barely twelve or thirteen years old, he has finished lis theolo-
gical studies and he reads, he writes and he speaks so as to amaze his
teachers.

At fifteen he composed songs and verses full of harmony and
wisdom and with his melodions voice made the vaults of the sacred
temples ring, moving hearts and souls. Doctors of theology and Bishops
lost in admiration of his incisive talent, captivated by his graceful man-
ner and immaculate conduct snatched him from one another. With
false promises they enticed him, and the unfortunate youth, eager to
improve in virtue and worthiness, serves and is patient with their
inhuman harshnesses. But in vain. Everywhere he meets with disap-
pointment, many promises and no results. Any one but Mechitar
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would have despaired and resigned himself to fate and circumstances.
But not he, He persists, he waits patiently, he passes his days in Lhunger
and thirst, his nights sleepless, devoting himself unceasingly to prayer
and study; strict and intlexible with himself, he loses his health and
his sight. Nevertheless he presses on towards the heights vowed and
devoted to a great idea and upheld by an inner strength, without
ever losing courage in his difficult ascent and endless quest. From the
resourceless persons present he appeals to the ancients buried in the
libraries; in the parchments he searches for his true teachers. There
in the silence he questions and hears the voices of the holy Fathers
who speak to his heart and mind from the ages, they inspire him
with their spirit, doctrine and wisdom. He reads insatiably, he medi-
tates, he dreams, he draws from them proofs and evidences with
which he is to preach the true religion and to fight against those false
and mistaken extravagances with which the foolish and ignorant clergy
of those times had dishonoured the true and right doctrine of our Holy
Fathers. Ordained to thé priesthood when barely twenty years old, he
plunges into the career of preaching. He becomes an educator and
teacher in the monasteries, guide and director of comsciences, opening
before them bright horizons. His aim was to educate, instruct, refine
intellectually, not a race but a whole nation, so that Lis work was
not to remain confined to the present, but was to last into the future,
and thus illuminated and encouraged by a heavenly vision, he con-
ceives the idea of founding a religious community. With the object of
realising this great idea, after much wandering up and down, he leaves
the provinces and applies to the great Osdan, who by his charm and
fascination had attracted to himself all those ecclesiastics who, depar-
ting fram the spirit of their calling, and with minds set only on vain-
glory and money, were snatching from each other the patriarchate and
the higher ecclesiastical offices, and fomenting religious disputes and
controversies whose reverberations and echoes agitated the most distant
provinces,

Mechitar with his inspired and eloquent sermons gains a high
position and fawe in Constantinople. The people follow him with ad-
miration and almost worship him, while the clergy even under the
mask of religion, excited by envy and hatred, persecute him. While
there he tells a few of his intention of founding a religious community,
asking for their co-operation, but from all he gets unfeeling indifference
and from some even laughter and contempt, as if le were raving.
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Mechitar, who on all other occasions was immovable as a granite rock,
against which human passions broke into spray, this time wounded
beyond his strength gives way, he leaves Constantinople and returns
to the provinces.

‘What Constantinople did not understand and denied, the pro-
vinces understood and gave to Mechitar. A few years later, receiving
the order and rod of a Doctor of Theology, he returned with a few
disciples to the capital of the Sultans where his fame still lived as
well as the envy and enmity towards him. His daily sermons, to which
the people flocked were no hindrance to his activities but gave them
a greater impulse. From day to day the number of his disciples in-
creased while on the other hand he composed, translated and printed
books, and the more his fame grew, the more fiercely burned the fire
o# hatred and spite. At every moment and at every step Mechitar’s
life and work were in danger. It was necessary to take a final decisive
step in order to ensure the carrying out of the scheme he had with such
pains elaborated, and cherished with such care. On the 8th. of Sep-
tember 1700, by the powerful protection of the Mother of God he lays
the foundation of the Community. But the persecution and storm do
not cease, on the contrary, they bccome more violent. Mechitar and
his followers despairing of obtaining any success in the East turn their
eyes to the West and see before them the fertile and fruitful country
called the Peloponesus or Morea, peaceful and secure under the pro-
tection of the Winged Lion of Venice and nof too far from the
East. This was favourable to Mechitar's object which was to direct
from the West a stream of the light of science and education into the
interior of the Land of Armenia.

Constantinople had been the swaddling bands of the Community,
Merone was its cradle. But this success, too, did not last long, it was
like a flash of lightning. The storm burst and the new foundation whose
morning had promised such a fine day was destroyed. Once again the
great Sebastian (Mechitar was born at Sebaste or Sivas) is obliged, like
an eagle with his unfledged eaglets on his wings to fly over the
storm-clouds and to come at last to build his nest in the enchanting
city of the Doges. From that day Venice and the Adriatic became
ours. Not even here does Mechitar escape from difficulties. He finds
every door closed to him, governmental prohibitions and decrees make
it not easy for him to acquire a monastery for the foundation of a
religious establishment. But is there anything that does not give way
for him and before his firm will? His mind when face to face with
difficulties grows more virile, rebels; it knows no twning back until
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ho gota what ho wants, and so the Island of B, Lazzaro iv nt last
granted to hin, a leper-house, wild, uncultivated and uninhabitod
which in a short time under the magic wand of Mochithy bocomoes a
froit gardon, n gurden of Kden, a boacon of holiness and knowledgo,
a hive of busy bovs. Ont of nothing he rnisos & monumoent. It is only
by his strong will that trom those heaps of ruins this magniticont
monastery visos with its light, airy halls and gallories, with its beau-
titul library decorated with paintings and polished stone in fine tasto
which even now moves visitors to admiration. How was ho, an un-
taught, unknown Oriental, not even knowing tho language of tha
country and unprovided with means, able to sueccod in such a groat
undertaking ? 1t is a scerot to us, But what surprisos us most ot all
is his extraordinary activity, Ho dood not know what it was to be tired,
Ilis minds fails in nothing, it is equal to everything. Ho is the teacher
and educator of the children, he is the administrator, the caterer for
the wants of overyone, he is the Architect and the foreman of the
works, ho is the man at the holin in all the business of the Commue
nity. On the one hand he trains priests, he instruets and sends them
in groups to the Kast, to proach and teach. On tho other hand he
translates and composes books and pnys their printing expenses; he
has type cast and illustrations engraved, in short he is overything
and everywhere, And in such numerous occupations his enenies do not
leavo him in poeace, the arrows of his adversaries and detractors pour
wpon him and his companions, against whom he has no weapons but
his groat faith, his cloar conscionce and his adamantine pationce, He
is compelled to go to Rome to justity himsclf bofore the high ecclesi-
astical tribunal, whence he returns more glorious and vietorious,

" Then follow years of calm and sucevss during which Mochitar
wxercises all bis ‘administrative, oconomic and litorary abilities, and
sonds out his disciples and shows such a great mind and soul that
all we can do is to humble ourselves in speechless wondor. If Me-
chitar hnd produced nothing else but the Intorpretation of Matthew,
the publication of the Armenian Dictionary and the beautifully printed
and illustrated Bible, these alone would have been sufficient to place
him in the rauks of the great. But when we consider hLis Vow, the
institntion he founded which has been carrying on the work he bogan
for more than two hundrod years - when we consider all the circuin.
stances in which that work was born, grow and continues, moro or
loss brilliantly, but always vigorously, over growing, ever raising the
hannor of religion and  learning, we must say that Mochitar is the
greatost lignre in the history of the Armenian nation.

Fr. Dr. JOHN TOROSSIAN

digitised by ARAR@





