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The problem of criminal law protection of the rights and legitimate interests of minors
is gaining more interest on the part of lawyers and private citizens, organizations and the
state in general. Protecting the interests of childhood is one of the main activities of the
state. Article 48 of the Constitution guarantees that: “The State shall protect and support
the family, motherhood and childhood.”

Currently, there are several approaches to determining the role and importance of chil-
dren in the world today. According to some, children-this is a group that is in transition.
The main challenge faced by children, is preparing them for life in society “par” with the
adults, the development of social experience, introduction to the accepted norms of behav-
ior. In the current approach, children, because of their physical and mental development
(“underdevelopment”) serve as “minorities”, that is, as an adult in the unequal legal status,
economic and social opportunities. They are only going to become equal members of soci-
ety.

According to V. T. Kudryavtseva, the Christian tradition sees the baby as an allegory of
purity and spinelessness, “This, however, does not define the relationship adult communi-
ty to real children. In the middle ages they were referred to the handicapped, marginalized
social elements .

Similarly, the Japanese culture is inherent in the cult of the child (openly supported
institutions of public preschool education and family). “In fact-says Kudryavtsev - the cult
is based not so much on the recognition of self-worth childhood as sanctified” by “ the
ancient Shinto cult of ancestor worship, which is continued in the children. The child sees
the Japanese tradition symbolic embodiment of the spirit of ancestors “.

Thus, the child has traditionally been viewed as the result of the product of the
adult and the children with their psycho physiological characteristics appear not as
different from adults, and as a “lesser, weaker and poor mental health organizations.”

It should be noted that this view of children is of predominant importance, and their
legal recognition. In the Declaration of the Rights of the Child states that “the child, by rea-
son of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care ...”, “the child
should be fully prepared to live an individual life in society, and brought up in the spirit of
the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations ...” Children are inferior mem-
bers of society. The State recognizes the important childhood stage of life based on the
principles and priorities of preparing children for a full life in the community, developing
their social significance, and creative activity, teaching them high moral qualities, patriot-
ism and citizenship.

This view of children is a mixed assessment. On the one hand, it gives children an
advantage. They are, by virtue of their mental and physical characteristics are subject to
special protection, protection and care. State, society should strive to create favorable liv-

- 579 -



ing conditions of children and their development, to foster worthy members of society.

However, as pointed out by E. B. Breyeva, “this paternalism against children leads to
their exclusion from the adult society makes them, in a sense, the marginal”. She points to
the modern statistics, in which virtually no information that would reflect the interests of
children. “Usually, given the number of adults writes - Kvortrup George - who are divorced
or, for example, how many unemployed have children, but there are no statistics that would
meet the question, how many children have lost as a result of a complete family of divorce,
or how many children live in homes where the father or both parents are unemployed .

This view of children leads to the conclusion that children are not members of society,
and their main function - is the acquisition of knowledge and skills, experience of life,
introduction to the accepted norms of behavior, and not much more. Based on this position,
children should not be subject to the rights and freedoms that belong to adults and are
enshrined in various acts and regulations, so we can talk about inequality in the rights of
different age groups.

The predominant view of children as consumers is in the material and the spiritual
plane. Indeed, the child in the formation and development, acquiring knowledge, skills,
abilities, and gets the material content of the parents or the state. But it is impossible to
reduce the role of children only to the material and spiritual consumerism. “Consumption
appears only one of the conditions and the background of the formation of a complex man”.
Costs of children are not costly. They act as “investing in people”. The larger society, the
state will invest in the development and formation of the child, the greater will be the eco-
nomic, cultural, and spiritual growth of the nation, the country and the society as a whole.
Children - not just consumers, they are also producers. “With regard to education and train-
ing, it is necessary to bear in mind that children are not only in school, consume knowl-
edge, but they actually are their co-producers, investing in their study of the energy, intel-
lect”.

Other researchers view children as a priority and most valuable group of people
and their needs and interests as the highest in the society. This attitude is due to the fact
that children will shape the future of society, the so-called nation’s gene pool. A similar
view is usually expressed writers, artists (F. M. Dostoevsky).

A third group of researchers based on the fact that children - part of the community, par-
ticipating in activities organized by them having the same rights as other groups. One of
the brightest representatives of this point of view in the West is George Kvortrup. He
believed that children “belong” to the public, but not in the trivial sense of their mere pres-
ence there, not as a property of the society or the state, as well as an equal group. “Children
are not less active part of the” big society “and no less affecting most social events than
other individuals and groups”.

In analyzing the role and function of children in society, researchers have come to the
conclusion that the children are specific, identifiable group. Reduce children only to the
mechanical set by representatives of a certain age, you cannot. This group brings together
not only the chronological age of all its members, but also the conditions of existence and
development. “Children are an essential group of people, act as a category that reflects the
specific social relations on the development of their departure and informed of all forms of
human manifestations of life”. At present, children are an integral part of numerous public
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relations in which they act as independent entities (social and legal ties between the chil-
dren themselves) as objects (the ratio of adults over children), as one of the parties (the rela-
tionship between the child and adults), etc. In each of these relationships, they are endowed
with the corresponding rights and responsibilities. This is of great importance for the devel-
opment of measures for the protection of minors, including criminal law. Minor in crimi-
nal relations can serve as the subject of the crime, the perpetrator, and as the object of a
criminal assault. Naturally, the scope of rights and how to protect their interests are differ-
ent.

One of the signs of child autonomy community, in our view, is its structuring. In chil-
dren can be identified orphans, disabled children, children with behavioral problems, gift-
ed children, etc. These groups differ from each other, both on psycho physiological data,
and legal status. Differentiated approach exists to different age groups; the scope of rights
and obligations 16 years is essentially different from the powers of the 6-year old child.

In summary, I would like to note that children have their own special needs, because
they are limited to certain areas of rights. But these features must expose the specific rights
that are unique to children. Indeed, the period of childhood - is a stage in the development
of personality. It is characterized by specific features unique to this period. The same can
be said about the period of middle age, old age. Children cannot be treated as inferior mem-
bers of society who are only prepared to enter into life.

Children - is qualitatively unique group of people, performing its functions in soci-
ety, with rights and responsibilities, which has its own structure.

Unfortunately, the current law is contradictory and inconsistent in determining the legal
status of minors. The basic regulatory framework governing the legal status of children in
the Republic of Armenia are: first, the rules of international law, which include the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (New York 11/20/89), UN Standard Minimum Rules
for the Administration of juvenile (“The Beijing Rules”), from 12/10/85, second, of the
Constitution, enshrining the fundamental rights and freedoms. At present there are a large
number of RA regulations somehow affecting the rights and interests of children.
Numerous laws, by-laws adopted at the level of RA, and at the level of local government.
There are regulations that are specifically devoted to the protection of children’s rights;
these include the FC RA, the RA Law-code “On the Rights of the Child” etc.

Despite the variety of laws and regulations relating to the rights of the child, children-
one of the least protected groups, which have remained virtually powerless. In modern con-
ditions, they cannot protect their interests. This fact is acknowledged by lawmakers. The
main reasons for the need for social support for children, advocates that “the children, on
the one hand, are the most vulnerable part of the population, and the other - the only pos-
sible potential (intellectual, moral, and genetic), which is the guarantor of the state and cre-
ating the conditions for a successful integration into the world community.”

Lack of public policy with regard to public assistance childhood, weak public institu-
tions for the protection, care and support for children, the lack of the Commissioner or
Ombudsman for Children’s Rights, the lack of a interagency, inter-sectoral cooperation for
the protection and enforcement of children’s rights, the lack of effective preventive work
with the child and family help According to O. Pishkovoy - “formation of a special chil-
dren’s subculture children without a country, and the future”.
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The primary measure for this problem is to define the legal status of the child. In con-
sidering this issue should take into account several aspects.

First, all of the rights and freedoms that belong to the child should be split into three
groups:

® The first group consists of the rights and freedoms that belong to all, regardless of
age accessories (right to life);

® The second group includes the rights and freedoms that are endowed with all, but
the defense and protection of which is differentiated by age (right to work);

® The third group of rights and freedoms of children belongs exclusively (the right to
the care and education of parents or guardians).

This approach will provide the most effective protection of the rights and legitimate
interests of minors.

Second, to determine the legal status of the child requires an integrated approach from
the standpoint not only legal, but also psychology, pedagogy, sociology, history, etc.

Third, you need a differentiated approach to different groups of children.

In conclusion, it should be noted that the treatment of children, for their role in society
has changed, depending on the era and its historical, economic, political, and cultural
development level. Practice shows that today’s society does not yet fully recognize the role
and importance of children. From what place we will take the children’s community, fur-
ther development will depend on the state and society.
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ut2uouluuusre UunskuL-PPUdULUL AGML UMP IUUUNULUNEFE3NFLNEU
u. 3. Uypnywb
Gptfuwh hpwywywb Yupquyhdwyh opGlunpwywl uwhdwbdwb fulnhpp Iwjwuwnwbh
Swlpwwtwnipjnilnid (hwpdtpnptb ntédwé sk, pbl dhowgquihl wuwwpbgnid GpGluwjh

hpwyntlpGEph wwunwwbnipjwb plwgwywnnid Iwjwunwbb nGh wynhy nhppnpnanid:
Innywéned GEpYuwywgynid £ wbswihwhwulbph unghw-hpwywywb nbpp wpnh hwuwpw-
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Ynipynilnid: UGswihwhwuGGph unghwjwywb nGph ppwjwlwb upquynpdwb hunnwynepynt-
Op L GEpnw20wynipyntbp wlhpwdtn £ dwbGynipywl wwounwwbnipjwl hwdwnp wbnwlywb
pwnwpwlwbnipjwl ninpunnd wewnwywb dwpihGobph L nGnwywb hGplhwwnwywnpdwh
GwndhGGGph wwwnwd Jugiwytpwywénipjwl wwwhndwb hwdwnp: Wo Ywplbnp £ Gwb dph-
pwqquwjhG swhwbhbbpny whbwnnepjwb Ynndhg GpGuwgh 2whbph ywwnwwbnipjwl hwdwp,
huy wpryniGpnud” whwnnipjwb Ynnihg gnpéwnnyplbin hpwlwlwglbnt hwdwp:

COILINMAJIBHO-TIPABOBA 51 POJIb HECOBEPIIIEHHOJIETHUX
B COBPEMEHHOM OBIIIECTBE

A. T. AnposH

B craTtbe paccMaTpuBaloTCs BONPOCHI, CBA3aHHLIC C aKTyaJIbHOﬁ HpOBJICMOﬁ ONpEACICHUS U 3aKOHO Ja-
TCJIbHOT'O 3aKPEMJICHU MPABOBOTO CTaTyCa HECOBEPIICHHOJICTHETO, OXPaHbl UX MpaB U 3aKOHHbIX HUHTEPEC-
COB.

Heosxomumo OTMETHUTD, UTO OTHOLICHHE K ACTAM, K HX POJIH B OBLICCTBE MEHAJIOCH B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT
AMOXH, €€ HCTOPHUCCKOI0, SKOHOMHUYECKOT'O, MOJUTHUYCCKOTO, KYJIbTYPHOTO YPOBHS Pa3BUTHSI. Kaxk moka-
3bIBACT MPAKTHKA, COBPEMEHHOEC OBIIECTBO €1IC HE B TOJIHOM MEpE 0CO3HAJO POJIb H 3HAUCHUE nereit. Ot TO-
T0, KaKO€ MECTO Mbl OTBEAEM JACTCKOMY COOBIIECTBY, BYIC€T 3aBUCETb najipHefmee Pa3sBUTHE rOCyaapCTBa U
OBIICCTBA.

uuranrk pPUdNFLRLENP GUMNMULUL AUSUrULE
NrMGU NUSULUL LUNULUUULNFE3NFL
Qcdudnrnn vurvbhu

u. U. "UUPUNr3UL
bPpwywaqhwnnipjwl nnljwnnnp, nngbilun

33 UwhdwOwnpnepjwl 18-pn hnnjwdéh 4-nn dwuh hwiowdw)b® jnipwpwGsinip
np, Iwjwunwbh Iwbpwwtunnipjwb dhowqquihlt wwjdwbwqptphl hwiwww-
wnwufuwl, hpwynilp niGh hp hpwynibpGtph L wquwnnepyntGGGph yw2unwwbne-
pjwl fulnpny nhdtGint dwpnne hpwynilpGGph nt wquunnepyntGhbph wywnww-
Gnipjwb dhowqquyhl dwpdhGGGphG: 33 Uwhdwlwnpnipjwdp dwnpnnil hGwpw-
ynpnepynil £ inpdwé hp hpwynilGplbpp ywunwwOtbp dhowqquihl nwwunwlwl
wwnjwbaGpnd, wyn pynid” Gypnuww b nuunwpwbned: 3wjwunwbh 3wlpwwb-
innipjntlp 26.04.2002p. dhwgb| £t Uwnpnnt hpwynilGpbbph L hhdGwpwnp wgwwnnt-
pintGGGph wwwnwwbnipjwb dwuhb Gypnwuwlwb ynaytlghwihb: Lygwé UnG-
ytGghwyp hpdwbG pw uwnbinéyty t dwpnne hpwyniOplbtiph wwwnwwlnipjwl
wnwbdbwhwwnty Yurnigwlwnpg: UYgplwlwb 2powlnid wyl hp dtie Ghpwnenud
Ep Gpbp dwpuhGaGp, npnlp wwnwufuwbwwnne thG winwd-wGwunnepyniGGtph Ynn-
0hg unwbabwd ywnumwynpnigjntbbGbph Yuwwmwnpndp Gpwfuwgnpbipnt hwadwp:

- 583 -



