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MHER NAVOYAN

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MUSICAL AND POETIC ART
OF THE ARMENIAN RENAISSANCE IN THE HERITAGE
OF ST. NERSES SHNORHALI

Key words: The Armenian Renaissance, the philosophy of pseudo-
Dionysius the Areopagite, Areopagitica, the Prophet lIsaiah,
Neoplatonism, “light”, “song”, “Doxology”, “Trisagion”, free
melodic thinking.

The musical and poetic reinterpretation of pre-Christian culture is characteristic
of the works of St. Nerses Shnorhali. Along with this pre-Christian inheritance, the
saint’s work was strongly influenced by two important aspects of Armenian
Renaissance thought: specifically, the philosophy of Dionysius the Areopagite and
Neoplatonism. Evidence of this Neoplatonic proclivity is found everywhere
throughout his oeuvre, most clearly manifesting in some hymns of the Horologion
and Missale. Among them, Doxology, from the latter book, occupies a special place.



The introduction of a secular artform, the Armenian epic musical tradition, into
medieval professional music, and its continued reinterpretation, combined with the
significant impact of the philosophy of pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite and
Neoplatonism, thus resulting in the emergence of new artistic forms. As a result,
various new song genres emerged, and a new form of musical theory was developed,
an antipode to medieval modal thinking. These occurrences became one of the
primary features of the Armenian Renaissance (their mature manifestations covered
the 10™-12™ centuries). The most significant phase in this intellectual development
is represented by the work of St. Nerses Shnorhali.

MI'EP HABOSIH

HEKOTOPBIE XAPAKTEPUCTUKH MY3bIKAJIBHO-IIOTHUYECKOI'O
NCKYCCTBA APMSAHCKOI'O BO3POXKXJIEHUSA B HACJIEAUN
CB. HEPCECA IIIHOPAJIX

KiroueBnie ciioBa:  ApmsHckoe Bospoxkaenue, yuenue Ilcesno-/luonucus Apeona-
ruta, apeonarutuku, IIpopokx MHcaiis, HeomnaronusM, Cser,
ITecun, CnaBocioBue, “CBSAT, CBIAT’, CBOOOJHOE MEIOIUUECKOE
MBIIIJICHUE.

XapaxtepHoe A TBopuecTBa CB. Hepceca IlIHopanu My3bIkanbHO-TIOITHYE-
CKO€ TIePEOCMBICIICHHE SIBJICHUNA JOXPUCTHAHCKOW KYJIBTYyphl COYETaeTcsd B €ro
HaCJIEOUH C JPYTHMM BaKHEHIINM MPU3HAKOM apMAHCKOTO BO3pOoXIeHus — HASsIMHU
IlceBno-/Iuonucusi Apeomaruta U HeoraToHu3Ma. OHH BCTpEYaIOTCS B €ro
HacJIEAUN MOBCEMECTHO, sipU€ BCETO MPOSBUBLINCH B psAlie TUMHOB Yacociosa U
Muccana. Ocoboe MecTo cpeai TOCIeTHUX 3aHUMarT C1a80Ca06Us.

C npyroii CTOpOHBI, IPOHUKHOBEHHUE U TIEPEOCMBICIIEHHE CBETCKOI'O HCKYCCTBA,
B YaCTHOCTH apMSIHCKOM 3MUYECKON MY3bIKaJIbHOM TPaJUIIMU B apMSHCKOM CpeJl-
HEBEKOBOM NPO(eCCHOHATBLHOM MY3bIKaJIbHOM HCKYCCTBE, a TAK)KE MOLIHOE BIIUS-
HUE, OKa3zaHHOE Ha Hero uaesmu IlceBno-/nonncust Apeonarnrta 1 HEOIMIATOHU3MA,
pUBeENX K (OpMUPOBAHUIO HOBBIX peannii. Tak, 00pa3oBaicsi KOMIJIEKC HOBBIX I1e-
CEHHBIX JKaHPOB, CIOXHJIAch HOBas (opMa MY3BIKAILHOTO MBIIUICHHS, IPOTHUBO-
TI0JIO’KHAS! CPEAHEBEKOBOMY TJIACOBOMY MBIIUICHUIO. DTH SBJIEHHUS CTAIH OJTHUMHU
13 OCHOBHBIX XapaKTEPUCTHK apMsIHCKOTO Bo3pokeHus, 3penbie MpOosIBIEHUS KO-
toporo oxBatbiBaloT X-XII BB. TBopuectBo CB. Hepceca Illnopanu npencrasisier
c000if BayKHEHIITHI STan B (OPMHUPOBAHNUN ITHX PEATHH.



