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VANO EGHIAZARYAN

NERSES SHNORHALI AS THE FOUNDER OF THE GENRE
OF DIDACTIC POETRY

Key words: Admonition, didactic subgenre in poetry, genre property feature,
Nerses Shnorhali, innovator.

The present article treats the formation of the genre of didactic poetry by Nerses
Shnorhali. The medieval genre of admonitory poetry is characterised by several
features, the most common of which is the use of persuasive speech, usually
manifested in one of two forms, affirmative and prohibitive. Another common
feature of the genre is the use of second person, though, as in case of self-admonition,
the addresser and the addressee is the same person. The poet tends to be a medieval
intellectual, one possessing his own worldview, of a more ethical turn of mind.
Nersés Shnorhali was the first to fashion the genre of admonition into verse, creating
the subgenre of didactic poetry. So he proved to be a great innovator of Armenian
verse forms, one who had several successors: Grigor Tgha (1133-1193), Yovhannés
Erznkats‘i (1225/30-1293), Frik (~1234-~1315), Khachatur Kech‘arets‘i (1260-
1331), Kostandin Erznkats‘i (~1250-1314/28), Yovhannés T‘lkurants‘i (14th-15th
cc.), Naghash Yovnat‘an (1661-1722), and Sayat‘-Nova (1712-1795).

BAHO EI'MA3APSH

HEPCEC BJATOJATHBIN — OCHOBOIIOJIOKHUK KAHPA
MOYYUTEJbHBIX CTUXOTBOPEHUI

KaioueBsie cioBa:  [Ipo3andeckoe moydeHue, MOKaHp MOYUYEHHUS] B OOIIEM KOH-
TEKCTE CTUXOTBOPUYECTBA, >KaHPOOOpa3ylomue OCOOSCHHOCTH,
Hepcec binarogaTthslii, HOBaTop.

[IpenmeT maHHOM CTaTHHM — BOMIPOC 0 GOPMHUPOBAHHH ITOKAHPA TOYIUTEITHHBIX
ctuxorBoperuit Hepceca bnarogatHoro.

CpenHeBeKOBOE HAacTaBJICHHE Kak jKaHp UMeEeT psiji ocoOeHHOCTeH, Hanbomee
YCTOMYMBON U3 KOTOPBIX SBIISIETCA YBEIIEBATEIIbHBIM XapaKTep peyH, MPOSBIISIO-
iics 0OBIYHO ABOSAKO: B POpMeE yTBEPIKIIEHUS WK 3arpeTa. J{pyroit o0muii mpus-
HAK JKaHpa — HaIPaBJIEHHOCTb P€YU KO BTOPOMY JIUIy, XOTsI UHOI' 14 HACTABHUK CaM
BBICTYNAET B POJIM HACTABJIIEMOIO: B 3TOM CJIy4yae IOYyYEHUE IIPEICTAET B BUJIE ca-



MOTIOY4eHHs. Bripasutens aBTOPCKUX MOYyUYSHHI MpecTacT B 00pasze CpeJHEeBEeKO-
BOM MBICIISITIIEH TMYHOCTH CO CBOUMU PEIMTHO3HBIMU U CBETCKHMU MPEJICTABIICHUS-
MH, C OUEBHIHBIM CTPEMIICHHEM K MPOCBELICHUIO U HPABOYUYCHHUIO, KOTOPHIE BOILIO-
LIAI0TCS B IOATHYECKUX OTHOLICHUSX HACTaBHUKA M HacTaBisgeMoro. [Ipeobpa3osa-
HUE TPO3anIeCKON MPOMOBEN B CTUXOTBOPHYIO U ()OPMHPOBAHKE MOJKAHPA HAC-
TaBJICHHS B 00IIEM KOHTEKCTE CTHXOTBOPYECTBA CBsi3aHbl ¢ uMeHeM Hepceca Biaro-
JaTHOTO, JIBA HACTABICHUSI KOTOPOTO SIBJISIIOTCS MEPBBIMH 00pa3LiaMH 3TOTO JKaHpa.
CraB B 5TOM OTHOIIICHHH HOBATOPOM B apMSHCKOW MO33UH, OH UMEJ HECKOIbKHX
nocienosateneit: I'purop Tra (1133-1193), Osannec Epsukarmm (1225/30-1293),
Opuk (0k.1234 - ok.1315), Xauyaryp Keuapenu (1260-1331), Kocranaun Ep3akanm
(0x.1250-1314/28), OBanec Takypaniu (14-15-ii BB.), Haram Osuatan (1661-1722)
u Casr-Hosa (1712-1795).



