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PROTO-ARCHIMANDRITE ZACHARIA BAGHUMYAN

MEMBERSHIP IN THE ARMENIAN CHURCH ACCORDING TO ST. NERSES
GRACIOUS’ LETTER “ON THE CONVERSION OF THE SONS OF THE SUN”

Key words: St. Nersés the Gracious, Sons of the Sun, Paulicians, Holy
Baptism, Armenian Church, Renunciation of Satan, Confession
of Faith, Membership, Identity.

St. Ners€s the Gracious’ famous epistle “Conversion of the Sons of Sun” is a
singular source, rare in its treatment of the identity of this abstruse religious sect.
The letter reveals that the clergy of the city of Samosata, including representatives
of the Sons of the Sun, appealed to the Armenian Patriarch to accept them into the
Armenian Church. According to St. Nersgs, the Sons of Sun are ethnic Armenians
who were not baptized by St. Gregory the Illluminator, instead resembling the
Paulicians in terms of dogma.

St. Ners@s describes in detail the order of acceptance into the Armenian Church
and the necessary liturgical steps: public renunciation of Satan and of all previous
delusions, confession of the orthodox faith, entrance into the church, Holy Baptism
and, finally, the anointing the neophyte with Holy Myron. This section of the letter
is followed by the issuance of practical advice for priests and the newly baptized.
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In the article, the liturgical steps and the process of acceptance into the Church
cited by St. Nerses the Gracious, are compared with the ancient baptismal rite of the
Armenian Church, several handwritten and printed Mashtots® and the accepted
theological approaches to the issue of the time. The letter once again reveals the
character of the spiritual and beloved father who is zealous in fostering the unity of
his flock and the union of the faith.

INPOTOAPXUMAHJIPUT 3AXAPUA BAI'YMSAH

IPUHATHUE B TJOHO APMSAHCKOM NEPKBU COT'JIACHO
INOCJIAHHIO CB. HEPCECA BJIAT'OJATHOI'O
«OBb OBPAIIEHUU CBIHOB COJIHIIA»

Knwuesvie cnosa: Cs. Hepcec bnarogaTHblii, ChIHBI CONHIIA, TaBIUKUaHe, CBiITOE
Kpeuienue, ApwmsHckas IlepkoBb, OTpeueHHE OT CaTaHBI,
HCIIOBEI0BAHKE BEPHI, UACHTHIHOCTb.

N3zBectHoe nocmanne Cesitoro Hepceca brarogataoro «O6 oOpariieHnn CbIHOB
COJIHIIa» — OJIMH M3 PEeIKUX apMSHCKHX MCTOYHHKOB, COJIEpPIKAIINX CBEICHHS 00
9TOM epecH. J[yXOBEeHCTBO, IIPEICTAaBUTEIN CHIHOB COJIHIIA M IPYTHE KUTENIN ropoJia
Camocatsl oOpaTuich K ApMsiHckoMy Katonukocy ¢ mpocb00# NpUHSTH UX B JIOHO
Hepxsu. Cornacuo CB. Hepcecy biaronatHomy, ChIHBI COTHIIA — STHUYECKUE apMsi-
He, TOBOPSILNE Ha apMSHCKOM SI3bIKE, KOTOpbIe He ObUTH KpemeHbl CBATeIM ['pu-
ropuem HpOCBeTI/ITeJIeM; 110 CBOUMM B€POBAHUAM OHHU ObLIH OJIM3KH K ITaBIMKHAHAM.

Cs. Hepcec B cBOeM MOCIaHUH TOAPOOHO OMHCHIBAET MOPSIOK OTJIAIICHUS U
BOLIEPKOBJICHUS: IyOJIMYHOE OTPEUSHUE OT MPEKHUX 320y KICHUI U caTaHbl, HC-
MOBeJaHNe TPaBOCIaBHON BEPhI, BXOXKICHHUE B LIEpKOBb, CBsiToe Kpemenue u Mu-
poroMasaHue, 32 KOTOPBIMH CIIEAYIOT MPaKTHYECKHE HACTABIICHHS CBSILICHHUKAM U
HOBOOOpAIICHHBIM.

Omnmucannslie B mocnanuu CB. Hepceca biarogatHoro ctynenn BOIepKOBICHUS
COIIOCTAaBJICHBI C COXPAHUBIIMMCS JIpeBHeHNUM yrnHOM CBsitoro Kpemienus, Heko-
TOPBIMU PYKONHUCHBIMHU U NIeYaTHBIMH TpeOHUKaMHU 1 OOTOCIIOBCKUMH BO33PEHHAMH
JaHHOTO BPEMEHHU. B mociaHumu mepes HaMU BHOBB MPEJCTAaET 00pa3 yXOBHOTO
OTIa, JIOOSIIEro CBOIO MACTBY M HEYCTAaHHO TPYASALICTOCS pajd €€ CAMHCTBA U
CANHCTBA BEPHI.



