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he seventy-fifth anniversary of the Howard Karagheusian Commemorative
Corporation offers the opportunity to present to our people a review of its
s o c i a l , m e d i c a l , and educational services in the Middle East, E u r o p e, a n d
A r m e n i a .

The picture of its vast field of service is given in this booklet through its history, n a r r a t e d
briefly by the Fo u n d a t i o n ’s Directors, and as exemplified by the statistics of one year (1995).
What is less tangible, yet more significant, is its mode of operation and its spirit.

The Karagheusian family has been the epitome of quiet and non-publicity seeking
s e r v i c e. The establishment of the Foundation was a distinct expression of noble human
kindness to turn a misfortune—the loss of an adolescent son—into goodness through
s e r v i c e, s u ch as the gathering of orphans and giving them a “ H o m e.”

This noble legacy was firmly upheld in its formative years and thereafter by Mr. and Mrs.
Noubar Tavitian in their direction of the Fo u n d a t i o n ’s activities in different fields and in
every country where the Foundation spread its service.

After Mr. and Mrs. Mihran Karagheusian, their daughter, Miss Leila Karagheusian
undertook the chief responsibility in the nineteen thirties due to Mr. K a r a g h e u s i a n ’s
business demands. She proved to be the embodiment of modest, q u i e t , s a c r i f i c i n g, a n d
attentive efforts, a l ways mindful of the needs of her people. She worked without
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , with highly demanding standards, w h i ch became the hallmark of her
governing bodies and her staff. The centers of the Foundation became exemplary on an
international level and served as centers for training in social work. They became models
and recognized by governments as such .

T h u s, in a short period of time, the Karagheusian Foundation widened its enterprise for
o r p h a n s, establishing preventive and treatment centers for health and nutritional
provisions for needy ch i l d r e n . It established residences in A t h e n s, S y r i a , and Lebanon;
organized summer and evening classes in language, t y p i n g, home economics, d r e s s m a k i n g,
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and art for children who had not been able to complete sch o o l . These courses yielded double
benefits of employment and improvement of living standards of poverty stricken families.
D r. Karam Harfouch e, Professor of Medicine at the American University of Beirut during
the fifties wrote that the social life and health of the heavily populated lower class of Bourj
Hamoud indicated a marked improvement in the quality of the life of the A r m e n i a n s
compared to their non-Armenian counterparts due to the services of the Karagheusian
Fo u n d a t i o n . Here it must be noted as an aside, that the Foundation has always welcomed
and assisted needy non-Armenians as well as A r m e n i a n s.

To d ay, Miss Leila Karagheusian, at an advanced age, derives a deep satisfaction from the
Fo u n d a t i o n ’s efforts in a new field of service. That new field is A r m e n i a , where four dental
cl i n i c s, in four different cities, i n cluding one in A r t s a k h , operate with state of the art
equipment and with devoted and capable staff members providing needed dental care for
5–15 year old Armenian youngsters. The demand for care at the clinics is so great that it
takes several months to obtain an appointment. The clinics are also utilized for in-service
training of local dentists in A r m e n i a .

Leila Karagheusian, with the grace of her more than nine decades of life, brings her
attentive presence to the administrative work and meetings of the Fo u n d a t i o n ’s governing
b o d i e s, inspiring alert, e n t h u s i a s t i c, and caring service, without publicity. It was in this vein
that characteristically she did not accede to requests for public observances of the seventy-
fifth anniversary of her Fo u n d a t i o n .

We offer this booklet, on the occasion of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Howa r d
Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation, as a memorial to the Karagheusian Family and
the Karagheusian Fo u n d a t i o n , with sincere pride, pleasure and appreciation, and to provide
the Armenian people with a glimpse of what they may expect from the Howa r d
Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation in the decades ahead.

BO A R D O F DI R E C TO R S

HO WA R D KA R A G H E U S I A N

CO M M E M O R AT I V E CO R P O R AT I O N

1 9 9 6
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a ou e rt Gara khøx; an |i,a ta ki Fimn a rkin ;ø j an a s oun fi ng a m ; a ke ba-

r; pa t;f a®ije k∞ e n‘ a\h m;r vo[owou rdin n;rka\ a z n ; lou an or enk; ra\ i n %

a ® o[=a pa fa kan … krj a kan ‘a®a\ ou j iune Mi=in Ar… ; lqi% :u ropa\i …

F a\ a s tani mh=!

Ir endar]ak ‘a®a\ ou j ; an pa tk; re a\s grq o\ kin mh= ke pa r xoui an or anz; ali …

n ; rka\i pa tm a kan oŵ fa kiry k; rpow nka rag roua‘ Fimn a rki tnø rhnn ; roun ko[mh% ib r

ø rinak ‘a®a\ o[ mhk ta rou an (1995) wiya kag rou j ; an me \ara kzouj;amb! Nou ax

matc;li … saka\n \o\v ka r… or fang a m anq ê Fimn a rkin gor ‘ ; lou ]…n ou ogin ;n !

G a ra khøx; an g;rd a s tane biu r; [a zoume ;[a‘ h lou® ‘a®a\ ou j ; an! Fimn a rki n

fa s ta toume .ø s oun arta\ a\ tou j iunn h mard ka\in axn iu baro\ a kan t; s ilq i n—
dv b a . tou j iun mê pa tani xa u ki me korou s te% w; ra‘;l ‘a®a\ ou j ; an bariqi% fa u aq ; l

orb;r ou an onz tal TOUN !

A\s w;f va®ange amour pa fou ;zau Thr … Tkn & N ou par Dauij ; ann ; rou tnø rhn ou-

j;amb Fimn a rki gor ‘ oun hou j ; an xan axan marx; roun mh= … amhn ;rkri% our Fimn a rke

ta ra ‘ ;z ir bariq ê ir kaxm a u orm an ,r =anin jh a\ n ou f; t… !

T hr … Tkn& Mifran Gara khøx; ann ; rhn ;tq% ;rb ir;nz dou s trê Ør& Lila Ga-

ra khøx; an% stan ]n ;z gl.auor pa ta s . an a tou ou j iun ;r; s oun a kan jou a kann ; roun %

; [au marmn a zoume fam;st% lou®% xo fab;r ou b‘ a .n d ir =anq ; rou% mi,t akan= dn ; low

ir vo[owou rdin ka riqn ; roun! Gor ‘ ;z a®anz .trou j ; an% b‘ a .n d ir maka rd a kow% oronq

ka r g a .øs dar]an ir wa r c a kan gor ‘ a ki z n ; roun … pa ,t øn ; an ; roun famar! Fimn a r-

kin k; d ronn ; re dar]an øri n a k; l î mi=axg a\in ca'an i ,ow% … ‘a®a\ ;zin ib r… fa-

m als a ran a kan ou s an o[n ; rou wa r v ou j ; an k; d ron^ enk; ra\in ‘a®a\ ou j ; an marxin mh=%

p; tou j iunn ; rou ko[mh yan c zou ; low ib r… tipar k; d ronn ; r !

A\ s phs% kary at;n hn Gara khøx; an Fimn a rke endar]aka‘ hr orb ; rou .n a m a-

ta rou j ; an ];®n a rkê fa s ta t; low ka riq a u or ;ra . an ; rou snn d a kan … a®o[=a-

pa fa kan arg;lic … bouvic darm an a tounn;r% ka ® ouz; low bn a ka rann;r Ajhnq% Sou ria

… Lib an an% kaxm a k; rp; low ama®n a\in … iri kn a\in dasenjazqn;r dprozaxou rk ka m

j ; rous pa tan i n ; roû l;xoui% m;q ;n ag rou j ; an% a®tnin tnt; s ou j ; an% ];®ag or ‘ i %
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g ; [a rou ; s ti marx; roun mh=! A\s dasenjazqn ; rhn b.o[ xo\g bariqn;r ;[an^ gor ‘ i

a ® a =n ord;l pa tanin;r … bar; lau;l apr; la k; rpe a[q a tik kam fam;st enta-

n iqn ; rou% a\ n phs me or \is oun a kan jou a kann ; roun Ph\ rouji Am;ri k; an Famals a ran i

Bv,ka kan Bav an m ounqi dasa.øs D r. Karam Harfouch e Poury Famou ti fa\ a fo ‘

a [q a tik% ,at fam;st dasakargin enk; ra\in k; anqin masin ka ta ra‘ ou s ou mn a s i-

rou j ; an mh= ke grhr jh fa\ fa m a\ nqin k; anqi ora ke xg ali bar; la u oum ke \a\ t n a b ; rh

b a [d a tmamb oc - fa\ dra zi n ; roû ,nor fiu Gara khøx; an fimn a rki ‘a®a\ ou j ; an! Jh …

F imn a rke =an a za‘ h ‘a®a\;l fa\ ou j ; an% phtq h \i,;l or  ir dou®e baz pa fa‘ h oc -

fa\ ka rø t; aln ; rou …ŝ bn a kanabar nou ax ‘rag r; al ,; ,tow!

A\ sør% Ør& Lila Gara khøx; an% ir \a®a=a z; al ta riqin% fog ; kan \au;l; al gofou-

n a kou j iun me ouni i t;s Fimn a rkin ‘a®a\ ou j ; an nor da,tin% or Fa\ a s tann ou

A r za .n ;n% … our cors ta rb;r qa[aqn ; rou mh= cors dara m an a tounn;r ke gor ‘ ;n

n orag o\n t; s a ki kaxm a ‘n ; row% nou ir; al … ];®n fas pa ,t øn houj;amb% ‘a®a\ ; lou

famar 5-15 ta rou fa\ ord i n ; rou ata mn ; rou a®o[=ou j ; an a\ n pisi ja'ow me% or fa rk

k∞ ella\ 7-8 amis spas;l vamadrou j ; an jou a kanin fa s n ; lou famar! Darm an a-

tounn ; re na… ke ‘a®a\ ;n ib r… ata mn a b o\vn ; rou w; ra pa tra s toumi k; d ronn ; r !

Lila Gara khøx; an^ ir ine ta s n a m ; a kn ; re glo[ anz n o[ ,ouq oŵ ir acalou r =

n ; rka\ ou j iune ke ,a roun a kh b;r;l wa r c a kan gor‘in … wa r c a kan vo[own ; roun %

n ; r , n c ; low arj oun% a,. o\v% b‘ a .n d ir ‘a®a\ ou j iun% mi*,t l® ; l; a\n! A\ s phs h or an

c e n d a ® a =;z or…h fra pa ra ka\in ;lo\ j î ;ø j an a s oun fi ng a m ; a kin a®ij ow!

F ; t…abar% a\s grq o\ ke k∞ e n‘ a\ oui ib r… \ou ,a m a t; an Gara khøx; an En tan iqin …

G a ra khøx; an Fimn a rki n^ w; r =inin ;ø j an a s oun fi ng a m ; a kin a®ij ow% … ke matouzou i

m;r vo[owou rd i n^ ibr na.;rganq gal iq ta s n a m ; a kn ; rou gor ‘ oun hou j ; an !

WA R CA KAN MA RMI N

F AOU E RT G A RA KHØX : AN

| I < AT A KI F IMN A RKI
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29th July 1996

Beloved friend
Miss Leila Karagheusian, a n d
Distinguished Members of the Board of Directors,

We were delighted learning that this year you will be celebrating the 75th anniversary
of the foundation of the Howard Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation and will be
publishing a book dedicated to the seventy five years of your continuous and bountiful
services to the needy people, particularly the children of our Armenian nation around the
w o r l d .

H e r e, in the Mother See of Holy Etch m i a d z i n , we first render thanks and glory to God
our Heavenly Father for the great gift He made towards His Armenian people through the
establishment of the Howard Karagheusian Foundation which in the last seventy five
years has been a real blessing for our people in different areas of human need.

We pray also for the heavenly rest and eternal bliss of the young Howa r d
Karagheusian in whose name the Foundation was created and also for the rest of the soul
of Mihran Karagheusian who made the memory of his son a source of goodness and
happiness for so many thousands of children who were deprived of happiness because of
poverty and sickness and other kinds of social evil and human suffering.

We pray to our Lord Jesus Christ for the good health and the highly deserved
happiness of Miss Leila Karagheusian who through personal commitment, w h o l e h e a r t e d
engagement and enlightened leadership directed the work of the Karagheusian
Foundation for so many decades. H aving personally known her, we would like to express
our unwavering admiration for the exemplary dedication she showed so magnificently and
magnanimously all through her life.

On this happy occasion we extend also our most sincere appreciation to Mr. N o u b a r
Tavitian and his devoted wife Anahide (now of blessed memory) for their immeasurable
contribution to the promotion of the work of the Howard Karagheusian Foundation for so
many years.

FG10

LETTER OF BLESSING AND OF A P P R E C I AT I O N
FROM HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

TO
THE HOWARD KARAGHEUSIAN COMMEMORAT I V E

C O R P O R AT I O N

*  *  *

HKCC_printed  11/9/12  4:23 AM  Page 10



Dear members of the Board of Directors,
We warmly welcome your voluntary and most devoted part of vigilant work in the

carrying on of the mission of the Howard Karagheusian Fo u n d a t i o n . Your personal
engagement is the tangible and eloquent expression of your love for and dedication to
your own Armenian nation. M ay God strengthen you all.

We have followed the work of the Howard Karagheusian Foundation from the early
years of our priestly ordination. We have seen marvelous work accomplished in Syria,
L e b a n o n , Greece and other countries in the Middle East. To d ay we wholeheartedly
welcome the work initiated and being carried on so efficiently here in our Motherland of
A r m e n i a , in our new Independent Republic. The Karagheusian Foundation in our own
assessment has not only contributed towards the alleviation of the pain and the suffering
of needy people, but also has offered a highly significant contribution to the recovery and
redressment of our people right after the deadly blow that befell our whole nation because
of the genocide of 1915. The orphaned nation has been now converted into a self
respecting and respect imposing nation not only here in Armenia but in the whole of the
D i a s p o r a . The time of despair has turned into a time of hope and determination for a
brighter future and for greater ach i e v e m e n t s. In this transformation process the name of
the Karagheusian Foundation will be written in golden letters.

As Catholicos of All Armenians here in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin we witness
in humble gratitude to God the growing pace of betterment of the life of our Motherland.
The seventy five years of so rich heritage in social service of the Foundation should be
pursued with ever-increasing advance in our own country where we find the new center of
focus as we have entered a new era of freedom, independence and democracy.

We urge you to continue to participate in the positive social change of our country and
p e o p l e. The 75th anniversary should become a crowning and turn into a new era for future
growth of your invaluable services.

With that vision in mind, we convey to you our fatherly love and blessings and our
readiness to stand by you in all your commitments and activities for the future. M ay God
be your guide and the love of your nation be your drive and the happiness be your rewa r d .

With love and pray e r s,

KAREKIN I
Catholicos of All A r m e n i a n s
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Srti anfoun gofounakouj;amb imazanq or 1996 tarin 75-am;akn h Faouert Garakhøx;an Fimnarkou-

j;an k;anqin ou ‘a®a\ouj;an!

Fa\rap;takan a\s Ørfnouj;an Girow gofoujiun ou 'a®q kou tanq Astou‘o\% or m;r vo[owourde arvani

dar]ouz ir fauaqakan k;anqin mh= oun;nalou mardasirakan a\s m;‘ kaxmak;rpoujiune% or m;r vo[owourdin

famar dar]au baxoum bariqn;rou a®atafos a[biur me! Ardar…% qristonhakan maqramaqour aproumn;rh%

mardka\in axnouago\n xgazoumn;rh … axga\in na.an]a.ndrouj;nh a®a=nordoua‘ h or Mifran … Xaphl

Garakhøx;an amole ke f imnhin a\s Fimnarkoujiune^ a\d yambow arta\a\t;lou ir;nz fauatqe a® Astoua‘%

ir;nz shrn ou ‘a®a\oujiune m;r vo[owourdin … a\d yambow anja®am paf;lou ir;nz wa[am;®ik xaukin^

Faouerti \i,atake!

:u afa no\n a\s fauatqow ou t;silqow Garakhøx;an Fimnarkoujiune ;øjanasounefing tarin;r ,arou-

nak Niu :orqhn minc… |o unastan% Polishn minc… Souria … Libanan fauatarmørhn ou an,afa.ndrørhn ‘a-

®a\;z m;r vo[owourdin^ kar iqauor entaniqn;roun faz ou toun fa\ja\j;low% ousano[n;roun bv,kakan .namq

ou sno und talow% fiuandn;roun d;[ ou darman gtn;low … fasn;low fon% our kar kariq% øgnouj;an kanc o u

‘a®a\ouj;an frauhr!

:øjanasounefing tarin;rou k;anqn ou gor‘e Garakhøx;an Fimnarkouj;an kar;li h bnoro,;l parx ou

.orounk mhk ba®oŵ  ’AÂA|OUJIUN! A\s Fimnarkoujiune c.øs;zau ;rb;q% a\l̂  gor‘;z& 'a®q ou patiu

c'nt®;z% a\l̂  ‘a®a\;z! ’a®a\oujiune dar]au ir go\ouj;an npatake% ir gor‘in m[ic o\ve! ’a®a\;z an

bolorin^ a®anz .trouj;an! ’a®a\;z f;®ou amhn t;sak lousar]akn;rh! Ou ‘a®a\ouj;an mh= t;sau an ir

war]atroujiunn ou 'a®qe!

Fos k∞o ux;nq kar…orouj;amb \i,;l% jh M;‘i Tann Kilikio\ Kajo[ik osouj;an ANjiliasi mh= fastatman

enjazqin% Kajo[ikosarani w;rakaxmak;rpman … Dpr;wanqi f imnadrouj;an mh= m;‘ ;[au Garakhøx;an

entaniqin ‘a®a\oujiune! Am;rika\i mh= orqa@n a,.atanq tarin Mifran … Ar,ak Garakhøx;ann;re%

orphsxi Nir Isj Rili`in patkano[ Anjiliasi o rbanoze 'o.anzouhr M;‘i Tann Kilikio\ Kajo[ikosouj;an

ou astandakan ou ja'a®akan m;r vo[owourde a\s fo[in wra\ fastathr Kilikio\ Kajo[ikosouj;an darauor

S& Ajo®e!

Garakhøx;an Fimnarkouj;an ‘a®a\ouj;an mh= ir k;dronakan t;[e … m;‘ d;re oun;zau Ør& Lh\la

Garakhøx;ane! Oc mia\n an møthn f;t…;zau Fimnarkouj;an la\na‘aual gor‘o unhouj;an% a\l ‘a®a\ouj;an

nor da,t;r ou forixonn;r bazau anor a®=…! A\st;[ fark h \i,;l anfoun ;ra.tagitouj;amb% Lh\lauani

vo[owrda\in toun;rou m;‘ ‘ragire% or iragor‘ou;zau ;r=anka\i,atak >orhn A& Kajo[ikosi … Ør& Lh\la

Garakhøx;ani miaz;al yig;r ow! A\sør faka®ak ir \a®a=az;al tariqin% Ør& Garakhøx;an no\n .anda-

wa®ouj;amb ou \an]na®ouj;amb ke ,arounakh ir ansakark bavine b;r;l Garakhøx;an Fimnarkouj;an

takau ayo[ a,.atanqn;roun^ Fa\astanhn minc… Libanan!

Afauasik qristonhakan fimounqow ou axga\in dimagi‘ow ka®o\z me% or mia\n m;r vo[owourdin shr ou

bariq% foga‘oujiun ou ‘a®a\oujiun ba,.;z … dar]au sir;lî an.tir bolorin!

75-am;aki a\s fangrouanin% srti partq ke xganq a®a=in f;rjin w;rakoc;l \auht anja®am \i,atake

Mifran … Xaphl Garakhøx;ann;roun% oronq orphs p;rya.øs wka\oujiun ir;nz qristonhakan amour

fauatqin … mardka\in ou axga\in arvhqn;roun nkatmamb ir;nz o un;za‘ .or gitakzouj;an% fastat;zin

qristonhakan siro\ ou \o\si% fauatqi ou ‘a®a\ouj;an a\s ka®o\ze!

Fa\rap;takan ørfnouj;amb ou =;rm sirow k∞o[=oun;nq Ør& Lh\la Garakhøx;ane! Bar]rørhn ke gnafa-

t;nq ir an]nouhr ‘a®a\oujiune m;r vo[owourdin! K∞a[øj;nq a® Bar]r;aln Astoua‘% or ir;n ,norfh qa=a®o[-

=oujiun ou no ranor ‘a®a\ouj;amb b;[oun ;rkar k;anq!

Fa\rakan sirow k∞o[=oun;nq Fimnarkouj;an fin jh nor .namakaln;re% tnørhnn;rn ou pa,tønhoujiune% …

bolor anonq% oronq anzno[ tarin;roun siro\ ou nouiroumi yambow ir;nz a\rii louman drin Garakhøx;an

Fimnarkouj;an ‘a®a\ouj;an gan]anakin mh=!

Jo[ A®aq;alin patgame mi,t ou[;zo\ze mna\ Garakhøx;an Fimnarkouj;an bolor spasauorn;roun^

ªFoguow ;®azhq% T;a®n ‘a®a\;zhqº (FÂOM& VB& 11) Astou‘o\ 'a®qin … m;r vo[owourdin fog…or ou axga\in

k;anqi ‘a[koumin famar!

O[= l;rouq i Thr% xøraz;a lq ,norføq S& Foguo\n … \auht ørfn;al i mhn=& Amhn!

ARAM A& KAJO{IKOS

M;‘i Tann Kilikio\
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22nd November, 1 9 9 6

Miss Leila Karagheusian 
President of the 
H o ward Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation
New Yo r k .

Dear Miss Karagheusian,

Seventy five years have elapsed, three quarters of a century of humanitarian work,
providing health, medical and social welfare to a great number of needy children by the
opening of pediatric centers and since 1993 opening dental clinics in A r m e n i a .

Armenia today, more than ever before stands in dire need of such assistance, and we
are confident that this noble work shall go a long way in alleviating the plight of the
desperate children of our nation. There is nothing nobler than rendering assistance to and
thus inspiring hope into the hearts of God’s children and our fellowmen.

Countless souls in various countries have so far benefited from this noble organization
regardless of racial or religious differences, irrespective of any political affiliations. A
s p o n t a n e o u s, indiscriminate assistance, that knows no segregation whatsoever.

Your parents of blessed memory, the founders of this noble corporation, shall always be
remembered for their magnanimity of Spirit. Their names shall be perpetuated; t h e i r
whole-hearted assistance granted to needy children can never be forgotten.

M ay the Almighty shower his choicest blessings upon you, as the noble heir of this
humanitarian organization’s founders, M r. & Mrs. Mihran Karagheusian.

M ay the memory of the untimely death of Howard be blessed forever, and may his soul
rest in eternal peace in the Kingdom of Heav e n .

P r ay e r f u l l y,
A r chbishop TO R K O M MANOOGIAN 

Armenian Pa t r i a r ch of Je r u s a l e m
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7 5 - a m ; a\ gor ‘ oun hou j iun&&& Gr;jh mi ambo[= dar mi,t a\ n t;[% ort;[ phtq h

a m oq;l fiu andin% .nam;l orb ou kin% apa u hn lin;l m;rvoua‘in ou lq oua‘in% ort; [

phtq h s;rm an;l barin% g;[;zi ke% mard ka\ine! :u a\d ambo[= enjazq ou m^ mi,t

axg an ou hr% mi,t^ a,. a r fow mhk s'® oua‘ fa\ man ou kn ; ri ko[q i n^ orphs fowan a u or

ou apa u hn! A\ s pisin h Faou e rt Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an a®aq ; lou j iune% a\ s-

pisin h a,. a r fow mhk bariq s'® o[ a\n .ace% or ard hn 75 ta ri pa tou ow ou

fpa rtouj;amb kroum h a\ n !

F a ou e rt Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j iune fimn ou;l h 1921 jou a kan i n^ Niu - : orq ou m !

N ra fimn a d ir Mifran Gara khøx; ane ir a\s na.a];®n ouj;amb npa tak h oun ;z; l

\ a u ; r v a z n ; lou ir wa [am;®ik miak ord oû  14-am;a\ Faou e rti \i,a ta ke! :u za u i z

‘n ound a®a‘ a\s bar;b;r ];®n a rke ard hn 75 ta ri a®aq i n ou j ; an ou mard ka\-

n ou j ; an lou s a ps a kow h xa rd a roum wa [am;®ik Faou e rti an oune% ou ta rh z - ta ri

a y oum h a\d lou s a ps a kê  noran or ørfnou j iunn ; row ou ;ra . tiqn ; row fxø ra za ‘ !

Ira u a m b̂  la u ag o\n \au;rvazou m e & & &

< our= 5 ta ri h% inc Faou e rt Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j iune ir mard a s ira kan

g or ‘ oun hou j iune ta ra‘;l h na… Fa\ a s tan oum% na.^ a[; ta u or% \;to\̂  an ka . ou j ; an

lou s a u or% ba\ z^ dv ou a rin yan a pa r fin ir a®a=in qa\l; re ka ta ro[ Fa\ r;n iq ou m !

T a ra‘;l h^ i mi b;r; low no\ n a tip a®aq ; lou j ; an ir fa roust 'or]e Polsi ou "arix i %

A j hnqi ou Falhpi% Ph\ rouji ou A\ nya ri fa\ ka kan ga[jø ya .n ; roum! Argasauor h

n ra gor ‘ oun hou j iune Fa\ r;n iq oum! Norqi bar]ounq oum gtnou o[ Fa\ a s tani Faou e rt

G a ra khøx; an Fasta tou j iune a\ z; loun ; rin fia zm ounq h pa t ya ® oum ir gor ‘ oun hou-

j ; an ora kow ou kaxm a k; rpou a ‘ ouj;amb! Man ka kan ata mn a b ouv a kan ‘a®a\ ou-

j iune% or ‘aualoua‘ h a\ s t;[% ard hn ir masnayiu [;rn ouni Giu m rioum% St; 'an a-

k; rtoum ou Goris oum! A\d ‘a®a\ ou j ; an ko[qin gor ‘ oum h na… mi ou ri ,ê  a[=i kn ; ri n^

a s ; [n ag or ‘ ou j ; an% isk t[an ; ri n^ 'a\ tag or ‘ ou j ; an arou ; s tin fa [ord a kiz dar-

]n ; loun ou [[oua‘! :u a\ s t;[ hl akn a ® ou ;n ard iunqn ; re! Isk orq a@n ‘rag r;r kan !

Is ka phs or̂  an s a fm an h barin% ou na…̂  an s a fm an h ;®an dn a\n mard kanz% owq ; r

a rd hn 75 ta ri aproum ;n bari n^ Faou e rt Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an drø ,i

n ; rq o\! Ou r; mn% jo[ baxm a pa tkoui ou bargauayi nranz s;rm ana‘ barin% … bari ;rj

n ranz bar;b;r ou axg an ou hr ‘rag r; ri n !

F a\ a s tani Fan ra p; tou j ; an

A ® o[=a pa fou j ; an Na.ara rou j iun
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| iraui Ma rd a s irou j iunn ou Bar;g or ‘ ou j iune safm ann;r c;n yan a c oum! Fa\ vo[o-

wou rde ,at lau gith nranz hou j iune … na… mard a s ira kan ou bar;g or ‘ a kan fa s-

ta tou j iunn ; ri arv…orou m e !

D a ra s kxbin :ritj ou rq ; ri kaxm a k; rpa‘ fa m axg a\in a[htiz 'rkoua‘ .l; a kn ;-

re k;n s a pa\ m ann;r ou s'o'anq gtan axg a\in ou mi=axg a\in baxoum mard a s ira-

kan fa s ta tou j iunn ; ri øgn ouj;amb% incphŝ  Fa\ ka kan Bar;g or ‘ a kan En dfan ou r

M iou j iune% M;lg on ; an Krj a kan Fasta tou j iune% Galoust Kiulp;n k; an Fimn a rkou-

j iune% Am;ri ka\i Mis ion ; ra kan En k; rou j iune% Famaxg a\in M,a kou j a\in En k; rou j iu-

ne% Dproza s hr Tikn anz Wa r v a rane% Fa\ Øgn ou j ; an Miou j iune% Wa rd an Yini,; an

~ on te% M.ij a r; anz Mou ra t - Â a` a\ hl; an Wa r v a rane … tasn;ak a\l fimn a d ra m-

n;r! Famaxg a\in ;ra . tag itou j ; an arvan a za‘ a\s kaxm a k; rpou j iunn ; ri ,a rq ou m

ir ou ro\n t; [n ouni Faou e rt Gara khøx; an |i,a ta ki Fasta tou j iun ê  wa r c a ka-

nø rhn inqn ou ro\ n % axg a\in% krøn a kan … qa[aq a kan kaxm a k; rpou j iunn ; riz an ka . %

a\l mia\ n^ axg a\in mia s n a kan ou j ; an emb®n ou m ow% bolori fan d hp gor ‘ a kza kan dir-

q oro,ou m ow mi fa s ta tou j iun% ori fimn a d rm an 75-am;akn h a\s ta ri !

1921 jou a kanin Niu :orq oum% Mifran … Xaphl Gara khøx; ann ; re i \au;rvazou m

ir;nz wa [am;®ik ord oû  Faou e rti \i,a ta ki% fimn oum ;n Faou e rt Gara khøx; an |i-

,a ta ki Fasta tou j iun ê fa\ man ou kn ; ri .n a mqi … krj ou j ; an kaxm a k; rpm an npa-

ta kow!

G a ra khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an gor ‘ oun hou j ; an a®a=in ,r =ane sks u oum h Pols ou m %

our 1921 jou a kani Øg os tosin bazu oum h Faou e rt Gara khøx; an Toune … ir .n a m a-

kalou j ; an tak h w; r z n oum ,our= 100 d;®ati fa\ orb ; ri! A\n orb an oz hr% ba\z koc u ou m

hr Toun^ fa\ orb ou kn ; ri entan ; kan =; rm ou j iun ou qa[zrou j iun fa [ord ; lou mitou m ow!

: r;q ta ri \;to\% 1924 jou a kanin% qa[aq a kan ann past pa\ m ann ; ri f; t… an-

q ow san ; re 'o. a d ru oum ;n ~ran s ia% our nranz ;n mian oum na… |oun a s tan i z

b ; roua‘ ou ri, fa\ orb;r! A\ s t;[ orb ; ri famar st; [‘ u oum ;n k;zou j ; an … krj ou j ; an

b a u a rar pa\ m ann;r … endoun ; low `ran s ia kan krj a kan p; ta kan ‘rag ire % b a\ z

pa fpan ; low na… fa\ ; rhni dasav a m ; re % fi ng ta rou a\ enjazq oum ka ro[an oum ;n

krj ou j ; an ora ke bar]razn;l `ran s ia kan p; ta kan pa fan =n ; ri maka rd a ki n % ori

famar hl 1929 jou a kanin `ran s ia kan ka ® a wa rou j iune bar; rar Mifran Gara-

khøx; anin pa r g … a troum h ªL;v ion t∞Øn hørºi ª<walihº ,q an ,an ow!

1 9 3 0 - a kan jou a kann ; rin AMN-i tnt; s a kan ygn avami ta ri n ; rin Mifran Ga-

ra khøx; ane m;‘ niu j a kan an kou mn;r kr; low fand;r]% fa s ta tou j ; an `ix iq a kan

\ a tka zou mn ; re pa ka s ;z n ; low ang a m % ka ro[an oum h pa fpan;l Gara khøx; an Tan

g o\ ou j iune … ,a roun a k;l fa\ man ou kn ; ri krj a kan … a®o[=a pa fa kan srb axan gor-

‘ oun hou j iun e !

Au;li ,at xba[oua‘ lin;low ir tnt; s a kan gor ‘ oun hou j iune bar; la u ; lou .n d ir n ;-

row% Mifran Gara khøx; ane 1933 jou a kanin Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n t-

ron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an na.ag a fi pa rta kan ou j iunn ; re 'o. anzoum h ir dst; r̂  øriord
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Lh\la Gara khøx; anin% orn hl gl.auor; low Fasta tou j iune o*c mia\n pa fpan oum h

‘n o[n ; ri ko[miz na.an ,oua‘ ou[in% a\l… fa u a ta rim mn alow mard a s ira kan …

b a r; s ira kan srb axan npa ta kn ; ri n^ au;li h endla\ n oum jh* aspa rhxe … jh*

a ,. a r fag rou j iun e !

~ ran s ia\ oum Faou e rt Gara khøx; an Toune gor ‘ oum h minc… 1936% ou s oum talow …

a r f;stn;r sowor;z n ; low ,our= 200 orb ; ri !

A\ n ou f; t… Fasta tou j iunn ir gor ‘ oun hou j iune 'o. a d roum h Ajhnq% our 1938-iz

‘ a u al; low la\n gor ‘ oun hou j iun% B& F a m a ,. a r fa\in Pa t; raxmi dv ou a rin ta ri n ; ri n

n ;zouk h kangn oum fa\ ka riq a u or entan iqn ; ri n^ stan ]n ; low ªman kanz a®o[=a pa-

fou j ; an … bar; k;zou j ; an gor‘eº! Fimn ; low Gara khøx; an A®o[=a pa fa kan K;n tron

… Fa\ A®aq ; la kan% Fa\ Au ; ta ran a kan … Fa\ Kajolik dproz n ; ri a,a k; rt n ; ri

a ® o[=ou j ; an ou krj a kan pa\ m ann ; ri bar; la u m an amhnø r; a\ a,. a tanqin xoug a-

f; ® % ‘ a u aloum h na… man ka .n a m ou j ; an … enk; ra\in endar]ak ‘a®a\ ou j iun^ tra-

. om a\i … mala ria\i fa m a ya ra ka\in pa\q a r % j oq a . ti bouv oum% fiu an d a pa fou fi-

n ; ri tna\in a\ z; lou j iunn;r% kaji … ]kan iu[i ba,. oum% ga[jakann ; rin bn a ka ran-

n ; ri \atka zoum% Am;ri ka\iz b;roua‘ fag ou s t; [hni ba,. oum% a[q a t n ; ri k; ra krm an

. o fan oz % ‘ ; r; ri øgn ou j ; an jo,a k % ø d an a u a\in ®mbako ‘ ou j iunn ; riz a[; t; aln ; ri

øgn ou j iun …a\ln% …a\ln! Vaman a ki pa fan =n ; rin fa m a pa ta s . an øgn ou j ; an ]…;re

'o'o. ou j iun kr; low fand;r]% Fasta tou j ; an \oun a s tan ; an gor ‘ oun hou j iune ,a rou-

n a ku oum h minc… 1995!

1939 jou a kaniz sksa‘ Fasta tou j iune% xoug a f;®abar% no\ n a tip gor ‘ oun hou j iun

h ‘aual;l na… Siria\ oum … Lib an an oum% … fimn oua‘ Bh\ rouji% A\ nya ri% Falhpi %

{a m i ,l ii … Q;sabi Gara khøx; an man ka .nam k;n tronn;rn ou darm an a t n ; re ir;nz

g or ‘ oun hou j ; an 55 ta ri-

n ; ri enjazq oum bouv ; l %

krj;l … .nam;l ;n faxa-

ra u or fa\ man ou kn ; ri ou

pa tan i n ; ri% … a\ sør hl

,a roun a koum ;n mn al

pa t n h ,i wra\ … ka ta r; l

ir;nz srb axan a®aq ;-

lou j iun e !

A m ;n a\n gn a fa tanq i

… ;ra . tag itou j ; an ar-

v ani Gara khøx; an Fas-

ta tou j iune% i fa rkh% chr

ka ro[ \a[jafa r;l >or-

frd a \in Miou j ; an ;r-

ka j ; a\ wa rag o\ re …

m a rd a s ira kan gor ‘ ou-

n hou j iune ta ra‘;l Ma\ r

F a\ r;n iq ou m !
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A,. a r fi cors ‘ag ; riz Fa\ a s tani a[; t; al vo[ow rdin øgn ou j ; an 'ou j a zo[ fa\

… øtar kaxm a k; rpou j iunn ; ri a®a=in ,a rq ; roum hr Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j iun e %

orn 1988-1992 jou a kann ; ri enjazq oum Fa\ a s tan a®aqa‘ d;[ora\q ow% snoun d ow %

fag ou s t; [hn ow j;j…azn;low m;r vo[ow rdi fogse% a\ n ou f; t… fa u a ta rim mn alow mn a-

\ oun ka ® o \zn;r … ,a roun a ka kan ‘rag r;r irag or ‘ ; lou ir skx b ounq i n % mhk mil ion do-

lar tra m a d r; low% Fa\ Bar;g or ‘ a kan En dfan our Miou j ; an f;t fa m a t;[ fimn;l h

: r… ani w; ra kangn o[a kan wira b ouv ou j ; an bav an m ounqe% orn a\ sør hl ,a roun a kou m

h a®o[=a pa fa kan a®aq ; lou j iune ªHr; b ouniº fiu an d an ozoum … k; anqi koc oum Fa-

\ a s tani baxoum qa[aq a zi n ; ri% Arza . oum … Fa\ a s tani safm anam;r] ,r =ann ; rou m

. ; [oua‘ fa\ qa=a ri a\ r; ri !

1991-in Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n tron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an pa tou ira kn ; ri

( W; ra pa tou;li Â& Sa r g s ; an% Dokt & T a ragy; an% Dokt & Pan tax; an ) … Fa\ a s-

tani A®o[=a pa fou j ; an Na.ara rou j ; an (Na.arar M& N axa rhj ; an) mi=… sto-

rag rou;l h a®a=in fa m a ] a\ n ag ire Fa\ a s tan oum Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an

k;n tron fimn ; lou … man ka kan an wyar ata mn a b ouv a ran baz; lou masin!

1992-in% a\d npa ta kow% na.ara rou j ; an ko[miz \atka zou;l h Norqi ªNari n h º

a ® o[=a rani tnt; s a kan masna,hnqe% ori ,i n - w; ran orog m an a,. a tanqn ; re sks ou ; l

;n no\n jou a kanin% gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an mi=oz n ; row!

N o\n jou a kanin granzou;l h ªFa\ a s tani Fowa rd Karag\ ox\ anº fa s ta tou j ; an

kan on a d rou j iun e !

1993-i Aprili 27-in t;[i h oun ;z;l Fa\ a s tani F& G a ra khøx; an K;n tron i

pa ,t øn a kan bazoume% …

Ma\ isi 3-iz sks;l h gor-

‘;l man ka kan ata mn a-

b ouv a kan kl i n i kan 3 ka-

b i n ; t n ; row^ \ag ;za ‘

a m ; ri k; an vaman a ka ki z

s a rq a u orou mn ; row% gor-

‘ iqn ; row% bouv an iu j ; row

… a\l an frav ; ,t ir; row!

1993-i |oul isiz K;n t-

ron oum gor ‘ oum ;n ];®a-

g or‘i … 'a\ ti g;[a r-

ou ; s ta kan m,a km an

. m b a kn;r% our \aya . ou m

;n Norq ja[amasi 12-15

ta r; kan pa tanin;r …

a [=i kn ; r % oronq anz n ou m

;n ‘rag ra u oroua‘ ou s ou-

zo[a kan dasenjaz …

a rd iunqn;rn am'o'ou m

fa ,ou ; tou zo uza fan-
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d hs n ; row! Minc… a\vm a\d .mbakn;rn oun ;z;l ;n 80 ,r =an a u a rtn;r … a\ sør hl

ou s oume ,a roun a koum ;n 40 ;ra . an ; r !

1994-in :r… ani kl i n i ka\ oum bazou;l h ata mn a b ouv a kan corrord ka b i n ; te% ore

1995-i |oun isiz pro` ila u orou;l h orphs ørj od ;n tik ka b i n ; t !

1995-i Øg os tosi 1-iz bazou;l h Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an Giu m rii masna-

yiu [ ê  man ka kan ata mn a b ouv a kan kl i n i ka 4 ka b i n ; t n ; row!

’ rag roua‘ h or 1996-i Øg os tosiz gor ‘ ;n na… St; 'an a k; rti … Gorisi masna-

yiu [; rê 2 - a kan ata mn a b ouv a kan ka b i n ; t n ; row% … :r… ani kl i n i ka\i fi ng ; rord

a ta mn a b ouv a kan ka b i n ; tê  bolorn hl dar]-

; al ka fa u oroua‘ am;ri k; an vaman a ka ki z

s a rq a u orou mn ; row … gor ‘ iqn ; row!

Anza‘ 3 ta ri n ; ri enjazq oum :r… ani kl i-

n i ka\ oum an wyar ard hn bouv ou;l ;n 8500

; ra . an;r (bazi an frav ; ,t a\ z; lou j iunn ; ri

j ouiz)% isk 1500-n hl f; rj ag roua‘ ;n bouv ou m

s tan alou fa m a r !

G iu m rii kl i n i ka\ oum anza‘ 10 amis n ; ri

e n j a zq oum bouv ou;l ;n 2500 ;ra . an;r …

1300-n hl̂  f; rj ag roua‘ ;n !

B ouv oua‘ … f; rj ag roua‘ bolor ;ra . an ; re

s ta z;l ;n kan.arg;lic bouv m an lriu ka m

m a s n a ki kou rs … sowor;l ata mn ; ri .n a mq i

kan onn ; rê a pa fowou ; low kl i n i ka\i ko[miz an wyar atami .oxan a kn ; row … `tora-

\in ma‘ou kn ; row! Isk 1993-in kl i n i ka\i ko[miz atami .oxan a kn;r ;n trou;l na… :-

r… ani man ka pa rt hxn ; ri … ta rra kan dasarann ; ri 120%000-iz au;l a,a k; rt n ; ri !

1993-1996% Am;ri ka\i fa\ masnag ht pro` ; s or n ; ri 6 a\ z; lou j iunn ; ri enjazq ou m %

: r… ani K;n tron oum ira kan a zou;l h ou s ouzo[a kan fs ka\ a kan a,. a tanq% our bazi

G a ra khøx; an kl i n i kan ; ri ata mn a b o\vn ; riz% endg rkou;l ;n na… fan ra p; tou j ; an …

A r za.i ta rb;r stom a tolog ia kan kl i n i kan ; ri mi qani tasn;ak masnag htn;r …

b a r ] ra zr;l ir;nz masnag ita kan ora ka u orou m e !

1996-i Ma rtiz :r… ani kl i n i kan ‘a®a\ oum h na… orphs ou s ou mn a kan baxa

: r… ani bv,ka kan stom a tolog ia kan bavni ou s an o[n ; ri famar! Anza‘ 4 amis n ; ri

e n j a zq oum man ka kan ata mn a b ouv ou j ; an gor ‘n a kan ou s ouzoum ;n anz;l auarta kan

kou rsi 72 ou s an o[n;r … 6 int; r n is t n ; r !

G a ra khøx; an ma\r K;n troni Wa r c ou j ; an^ an]amb na.agaf Ør& Lh\la Gara-

khøx; ani% Fa\ a s tani A®o[=a pa fou j ; an Na.ara rou j ; an … Fa\ a s tani Gara-

khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an >or frd a tou Ma rmni an d a mn ; ri … o[= a,. a ta kaxmi 'o.-

fa m a ] a\ n ;zoua‘% ‘rag ra u oroua‘ … f; t… o[a kan a,. a tanqi ,nor fiu% cn a\a‘ ka r y

v a m an a ka m i =ozin% Fa\ a s tani Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j iune dar];l h øri n a k; l i

K ;n tron^ jh* kaxm a k; rpa kan% jh* g or ‘n a kan - b ouv a kan øgn ou j ; an% jh* m a rd a s i-

ra kan øri n a k; l iou j ; an% jh* ou s ouzo[a kan … jh* Fa\ r;n iq - S'iu ®q \ara b ; rou j iunn ;-

rî  vaman a ki og oun fa m a pa ta s . an% ard iun a u ht gor ‘n a kan ou j ; an a®ou mn ; row!
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EM E R G E N C Y RE L I E F

• Contribution to the Reconstructive and
Plastic Surgery Clinic:

H K C C $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0
Miss Leila Karagheusian $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0

• Program for Winter Relief $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0
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Ir go\ ou j ; an 75 ta ri n ; ri enjazq oum Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an Wa r c ou j iun e

m ,ta phs f; t…;l h fimn a d ir Mifran Gara khøx; ani patgamin&&& Orb an ozi fim-

n a d rm an a®ij ow asoua‘& ªOu s oume gor ‘n a kan k; anqi pa tra s tou j ; an ‘rag irow º

troui% na… ªQris ton ha kan … fa\ ;zi og iowº n;r,ncou i !

: ra . ta pa rt ;nq arvan a\ i ,a tak Mifran% Xaphl … Faou e rt gara khøx; an-

n ; rin … ,nor fa kal̂  Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n tron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an na.a-

gaf% an an ]n a kan ou ra . ou j ; an an ,a fa .n d ir f; t… ord% k; anqi miak npa ta ke

G a ra khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an ‘rag r; ri irag or ‘ m an … mard a s irou j ; an mh= t; s n o[ %

b axm a wa s tak axg a\in bar; rar … bar; s hr Ør& Lh\la Gara khøx; anin& An a fit …

N ou par Dauij ; ann ; ri n^ au;li qan 50 ta ri Gara khøx; an k;n tronn ; ri gor ‘ oun h-

ou j iune [; ka wa r; lou% ‘rag r;r kaxm ; lou … irag or ‘ ; lou% Gara khøx; an Fasta tou-

j ; an pa tm ou j iune ,a ra d r; lou … apag a\ s;roun dn ; rin \an ]n ; lou nou ira kan ‘a®a-

\ ou j ; an famar& incphs na… ,nor fa kalou j iun Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n t-

ron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an 'o. - n a . agaf Dokt & B ; rkrou fi Swa y; anin% Doktor |arou-

j iun Tor; anin% Htou a rt Yanyi k; anin% Mou ,;[ |arou j iun ; anin% endfan our tnø rhn

Wa rd an Pan tax; anin% W; ra pa tou;li Âop; rj Sa r g is ; anin% Doktor P; tros Ta-

ragy; anin% ata mn a b o\v doktorn;r P; tros :awrou - } ag ou kin% Wa rd an {ou ka s ; an i n

… bolor k;n tronn ; ri bolor a,. a ta ki z n ; ri n^ ir;nz an ,a fa .n d ir n;rd rm an fa m a r !

Acqi lo\si phs pa fpan ;nq ou xa r g a z n ;nq axg a\in mn a\ oun arvhqn;r dar]a‘

m;r bolor bar;g or ‘ a kan fa s ta tou j iunn ; rê i 'a®s Axat An ka. Fa\ a s tani … i

b a rø rou j iun fa\ vo[ow rdi i Fa\ a s tan … i s'iu®s a,. a r fi !

K a mø THR _ P:T R OS: AN
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CH A P T E R 1 - TU R K E Y

( 1 9 2 1 - 1 9 2 4 )

BACKGROUND, ORIGIN AND PURPOSE

During the First World Wa r, 1 9 1 4 – 1 8 , t h e
Armenian population of Turkey was ruthlessly
d e p o r t e d , by order of the central government, f r o m
its ancestral home in Eastern Turkey as well as
from other regions of the country where they had
long been living. Most of them perished, e i t h e r
through slaughter or privation and disease. A m o n g
the survivors were several hundred thousand
orphans in a pitiful state. As soon as conditions
a l l o w e d , Armenian and non-Armenian—mostly
American—welfare agencies hastened to physically
rescue these homeless children and also ensure
their mental and moral development.

At the same time as these children were stray i n g
in the wastes of Anatolia and Syria, living on herbs
and roots, a fourteen year-old boy, smitten with
pneumonia in the Spring of 1918, was breathing his
last in a well-to-do home in New Yo r k . His father,
MIHRAN KARAGHEUSIAN of New Yo r k , R u g
M a n u f a c t u r e r, and his wife Zabel vowed that their
beloved Howard would not have died in vain. By 1921,
they had made up their minds; they would start a foundation the purpose of which would
b e : to perpetuate Howa r d ’s memory by striving to save from disease and the consequences
of ignorance and indigence deprived children of the Armenian people of which Mihran and

FG23

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE

HOWARD KARAGHEUSIAN COMMEMORATIVE CORPORATION

FROM ITS START IN 1921 TO 1970

Howard Karagheusian

HKCC_printed  11/9/12  4:23 AM  Page 23



Zabel themselves had been part. They were doubtlessly motivated in their choice of this
p u r p o s e, as much by the topical emergency mentioned above as by the source of their own
b e r e av e m e n t . In the same year, a “ H o ward Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation” wa s
registered in the State of New Yo r k . It was to be managed by a board of directors in New
York City, the members of which would consist of Mihran himself and a few kinsmen and
friends of his ch o i c e.

AN ORPHANAGE IN TURKEY

The purpose first took shape as a
boys’ orphanage in Constantinople
where a large number of the
deportation survivors had
c o n c e n t r a t e d . A local committee of
four members was appointed by
Mihran Karagheusian himself; two of
them were his own cousins, the two
others were friends in whom he had
full confidence. A large enough
building with grounds was rented for
three years in a beautifully located
s u b u r b. D r. Krikor Tav i t i a n , ch a i r m a n
of the local committee, was also
appointed director; he moved with his
family to a house adjoining the Home.
In November 1921 the first group of
b o y s, aged six to twelve, were admitted, soon followed by others, r e a ching a total of near one
h u n d r e d . They had been selected in accordance with criteria agreed upon.

Mihran wished the institution bearing the name of Howard to be much more than a mere
shelter for the homeless. He wanted it to be as nearly as possible a real home where the boys
would not only be decently fed and cl o t h e d , but would also receive a well-grounded—though
elementary—education preparing them to become self-supporting, honest Christian
members of their community. Mihran did not favor higher academic studies. He would
rather have his boys be trained in manual skills, w h i ch could better ensure their livelihood
and save them from becoming a burden to their community. He would also lay great stress
on the formation of Christian ch a r a c t e r.
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UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENTS

Hardly had a year elapsed since the first boys’ admission, when political upheavals put
into question the very existence of the “ H o ward Karagheusian Home” in T u r k e y. T h e
institution was being visited and admired as a model one to which none of the many
orphanages in the community could be compared. In the late summer of 1922, the wa r
smoldering in Asia Minor between the Greek army of occupation and the T u r k i s h
nationalist army led by Moustafa Kemal flared up abruptly leading to a battle which ended
in a rout of the Greek forces. Within a few day s, the Turks had reached Smyrna (Izmir) and
set the city on fire. The victorious Turkish nationalist A r m y, in high spirits, were now
making their way towards Constantinople.

The Christian population in the city was thereupon seized by panic and started leav i n g
the country in fear of outbursts of Turkish nationalistic and religious fanaticism, w h i ch
might even lead to massacres as had happened in the not too distant past. There were to be
none this time. H o w e v e r, D r. Tav i t i a n , who was deeply involved in Armenian community
affairs and who was in frequent contact with the Allied occupation authorities, was strongly
advised by the latter to do likewise. After an exchange of many cables with Mihran in New
York and much thought and consultation with his colleagues of the committee, he finally
decided to follow the advice. In his absence, the two remaining members, M i h r a n ’s cousins
Aram and Sarkis Karagheusian, would assume responsibility while the doctor’s wife,
A r o u s s i a g, who was already involved in the household day - t o - d ay care of the Home, w o u l d
assume the internal management. She was Mihran’s first cousin and very much dedicated
to the welfare of the boys.

IN SEARCH OF A COUNTRY TO SETTLE IN

Daily life continued with little change for a time. But soon, problems arose. There wa s
vexation on the part of Turkish neighbors of the Home. The Turkish internal
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , w h i ch had been lax until then, now became very strict in the enforcement
of regulations, both existing ones and new ones which were being issued. The Home wa s
required to apply for an operation permit. The committee sought without success to obtain
support and protection from the U. S. high commissioner on the plea of Mihran’s A m e r i c a n
c i t i z e n s h i p.

Fi n a l l y, the committee’s application to the Turkish authorities met with a blunt refusal
and all the boys of the Home had to be dispersed in December 1923. The older ones were
apprenticed in manual trades; the others, numbering about seventy-five, were placed
temporarily in two boarding sch o o l s, pending a decision as to the future of the Home.
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During the year 1923, the doctor was studying general conditions in Rumania as well as
in neighboring countries in view of an eventual transfer and settlement of the Home, w h i ch
obviously could no longer remain in T u r k e y. The outcome was a recommendation to Mihran
that the Home be moved to Fr a n c e, where conditions were more stable and favorable than
in any of the other countries of the continent, and where Armenian communities were
growing through massive immigration.

THE MOVE TO FRANCE

Upon Mihran’s recommendation, D r. Tav i t i a n
r e a ched Paris in November 1923. T h r o u g h
a c q u a i n t a n c e s, he was able to apply for and obtain
an official permit for the settlement of the Home in
Fr a n c e. He also started inquiries about large
buildings near Paris available for purch a s e, but wa s
prevented by ill-health from following up the
s e a r ch . Mihran then decided to come over to Fr a n c e
himself in the following summer, with his family, t o
resume the search and concl u d e. The doctor died in
April 1924. His wife was willing to continue her
involvement when the Home would be operating
again in Fr a n c e. Her son Noubar, aged 23, wa s
available and likewise willing to work for the new
H o m e. Their engagement by HKCC was finalized by
Mihran when he came to France in June 1924. H e
was accompanied by his wife Zabel and his daughter
L e i l a , aged 22, whom he was eager to see involved in
the new project. Both wife and daughter were
looking forwa r d , as much as was Mihran, to re-
starting the Home in Fr a n c e.

In mid-July 1924, Mihran and his family, accompanied by an architect advisor and
N o u b a r, drove in a hired car due south west from Paris towards the Loire valley. After half
a dozen of buildings had been visited, Mihran chose “La Gaudinière”, an imposing ch â t e a u
built in 1865 by the Duc de la Roch e f o u c a u l d . It measured about 150 x 90 feet, was five
stories high, thus providing ample space for the purpose in view; the estate included 200
acres of surrounding forest land and several auxiliary buildings: s t a b l e s, servants’ quarters,
a ch a p e l , g a t e - k e e p e r ’s lodge. The deal was concluded in August at a very low price. T h e r e
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would be much expense, h o w e v e r, for altering the inside of the building to suit the
requirements of the Home and also for providing facilities which were lack i n g : a wa t e r
pumping and distributing system, central heating, and an autonomous electric current
generating plant.

Mihran made financial and administrative arrangements with Noubar, who wa s
entrusted with the general management pending the appointment of a director. Noubar and
his mother moved to La Gaudinière in September.
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CH A P T E R 2 - FR A N C E

( 1 9 2 4 - 1 9 3 6 )

STARTING ANEW

In October 1924, the Constantinople committee shipped via Marseilles to la Gaudinière
the group of remaining seventy-five boys of the Home with an escort of five adults and
ninety-seven crates of bedding and furniture. The building was far from prepared for this
premature arrival on October 18th. The Constantinople committee had thought it wiser, i n
view of the political uncertainty prevailing in T u r k e y, to make immediate use of the exit
permit obtained rather than wait till La Gaudinière building would be ready to receive its
new residents. However welcome, this overnight increase of eighty bodies to house, feed and
keep busy was to raise enormous difficulties. Converting a grandiose Fr e n ch château with
its auxiliary premises to the needs of a home for Armenian orphans was to prove a constant
challenge to the arch i t e c t ’s imagination, to the donor’s generosity and to the patience and
endurance of the entire population of la Gaudinière from late autumn 1924 to spring 1925.
Regular school routine was out of question; cl a s s r o o m s, dormitories and dining-rooms would
not be available until March / A p r i l . With the cold and the damp oozing into the château both
from the surrounding forest outside and from the freshly plastered walls indoors, the only
warm shelter was the kitch e n , where no workmen were involved and where, t h e r e f o r e, m o s t
of the daily life could go on.

The first winter was lived through without any serious incident or health problem. T h e
Fr e n ch authorities and population showed great understanding and friendliness towa r d s
the newcomers: the local sports club organized joint football games; a newspaper appearing
weekly in Vendome—the nearest city, with a population of 10,000—published an articl e
welcoming the Armenian survivors of Turkish persecution; a delegation from la Vi l l e - a u x -
C l e r c s, the nearest village, consisting of the postmaster, the teach e r, and the veterinarian
came to the château to establish friendly contact. In short, as spring drew near and as more
and more space in the building could be put to use, fewer occasions arose to regret the
comforts of the Constantinople building.

THE FOUNDER’S FIRST VISIT—FUNDAMENTAL DECISIONS

Early in June 1925, Mihran Karagheusian, with his his wife Zabel and his daughter
L e i l a , crossed the Atlantic to visit the memorial to their beloved Howa r d ; as they were to do
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e a ch summer almost to the very end of the twelve-year period of the institution’s life in
Fr a n c e. The first and foremost problem was the choice of an overall director. A Fr e n ch
pastor who had been warmly recommended was engaged by Mihran for a trial period. H e
was expected to set up and implement an educational program comprising both the
curriculum of studies and the moral and spiritual development of the boys. Noubar would
remain in charge of administration and finance, his mother of internal management.

The next matter discussed, in consultation with the arch i t e c t , was the program of repairs
and improvements to be carried out during the following twelve month period. T h r o u g h o u t
the existence of the institution, varying amounts had to be spent each year for fundamental
repairs or essential improvements to the building. High was to prove the cost of the low
price paid for the purchase of the property!

A further decision taken was to raise the number of residents to the full capacity of 120.
H e n c e, some forty boys, selected in accordance to set criteria from the orphanages of Greece
and in Constantinople, were brought over in November 1925, in addition to some five or six
others chosen from needy families recently arrived in Fr a n c e.

TOWARDS AUTARKY

Two factors in this second Howard Karagheusian Home were to lead to a policy of
striving towards maximum self-sufficiency. One was the isolation and difficulty of access of
the place; the second was the objective of training the boys in manual skills. T h e
a u t o m o b i l e, the lifeline of the Institution, had to be kept in working order; hence a
workshop with a mechanic was set up where one or two boys having reached age 16 were
a p p r e n t i c e d . Likewise a shoemaker, a tailor, and a knitting woman were engaged in order
to start a shoe-shop, a tailor’s shop, and a knitting room and to offer training to a number
of apprentices. Other boys were employed to operate the electrical generating plant and
pumping station, the central heating and hot water supply boilers; still others became
assistants to the cook and to the gardener. Vegetable and fruit gardens and, l a t e r, a small
poultry farm were started; their production was to cover the greater part of the needs of the
H o m e.

The apprenticed boys would, after a year or two of service in the institution, be placed
with artisans of near-by towns or of Paris to complete their training and become self-
s u p p o r t i n g. H o w e v e r, many of the boys had to be assisted financially for some time to help
them tide over the passage from institutional working conditions to those of the open
m a r k e t .

The boys below the age of apprenticeship, subject to the academic program, were all
divided into teams for the performance of various household duties by a system of weekly
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r o t a t i o n . While engaged in these ch o r e s, they were under the authority of the general
s u r v e i l l a n t . The maintenance of the building and the functioning of household services
came thus to depend on the boys to a very large extent.

THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM—THE DIRECTORSHIP

Before two years had elapsed, the Fr e n ch director had proved ineffective and wa s
d i s ch a r g e d . By virtue of an agreement concluded with the local educational authorities, a
Fr e n ch couple were appointed to apply the official primary school curriculum to the boys of
La Gaudinière. All studies would thenceforth be in Fr e n ch ; Armenian was to be taught by
the Armenian teachers outside regular school hours only. Under this new regime, the boys
made good progress in the Fr e n ch language. By June 1935, twenty-two had obtained the
Primary School Certificate.

BENEFITS EXTENDED TO FRENCH BOYS

Mihran was anxious to express in concrete ways his appreciation of the hospitality which
France had shown in allowing his institution to settle in Fr a n c e. In 1927, ten Fr e n ch boys
of ten to twelve years of age, selected from needy families, were admitted to board with the
Armenians boys. In 1928, one of the larger outhouses, formerly servants’ quarters, wa s
fitted out to serve as a summer vacation center for one hundred Fr e n ch boys of indigent
h o m e s. The selection and full management of this center was entrusted to a Fr e n ch Summer
Camp A s s o c i a t i o n .

THE ALUMNI OUTSIDE

As the number of boys placed out increased, the need was felt of organizing an alumni
assistance system. Besides those not earning enough and still dependent on subsidies, t h e r e
arose cases of illness to which the management could not remain indifferent. T u b e r c u l o s i s
prevailed at the time, especially among the young. About six cases arose during the twelve
years the institution operated in Fr a n c e ; two of them proved fatal. As the largest number of
alumni were concentrated in the metropolis, a former surveillant who had resigned to
pursue professional studies was appointed to remain in touch with these former protégés,
give out subsidies and attend to those needing help in the event of illness, and to those
applying for labor permits. For it should be borne in mind that all the boys were aliens and
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as such , unauthorized to employment without a special permit. M o r e o v e r, they were
homeless aliens, since they had lost their original Turkish nationality without having yet
become naturalized Fr e n ch citizens; a circumstance making them subject to supplementary
r e s t r i c t i o n s.

THE IMPACT OF THE DEPRESSION

The consequences of the financial crisis and of the resulting depression, triggered by the
New York Wall Street crash in autumn 1929, began making themselves felt in France about
two years later. In the Home, the management, after having exhausted all possible means
of cutting down running expenses, had finally to reduce the number of inmates by putting
an end to all admissions. For the last few years, the only boys admitted had been those of
needy Armenian immigrant families in Fr a n c e ; as from 1931, these boys, upon terminating
their school course at la Gaudinière, would be sent back to their homes, l e aving to their
families the care of finding them jobs as apprentices; none were taken to replace them; t h e
many urgent requests on the part of distressed families were turned down. By 1934, the roll
call was down around fifty, from a maximum of 120 in 1928.

It became increasingly difficult to place out boys having reached the age of
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p. Many of those already placed lost their jobs; some of these were accepted
b a ck at La Gaudinière, but made to give service in exchange for their room and board.

THE BUILDING IS DESTROYED BY FIRE

Early one morning in November 1934, flames were seen issuing from the top floor of the
ch â t e a u . The alarm horn was sounded, all adults and older boys mustered to the fire hoses
and extinguishers. The fire brigades from neighboring towns had also been called and were
soon on the spot with their pumps. All in vain: by the end of the day the whole internal
timber work of the huge building had turned to ashes; there only remained a useless stone
and brick carcass. The boys and the personnel had to make the best of scanty lodgings in
the outhouse fitted out to receive Fr e n ch boys during the summer. This make-shift
a r r a n g e m e n t , with all courses being held in the vast dining hall divided into four
classrooms by means of cardboard partitions, could not continue for long. I n s u r a n c e
settlement could only be obtained seven months later.
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IN SEARCH OF A FUTURE COURSE

In the two years following this crucial event the future of the work was discussed
extensively between New York and the management. The menace of war in Europe looming
on the horizon, as well as the costly ten-year experience of La Gaudinière, were factors
w h i ch decided against tying up a large sum in real property. Though there undoubtedly wa s
a great need for various types of philanthropic work in France within the A r m e n i a n
c o m m u n i t i e s, hard hit by unemployment and labor restrictions, the conditions prevailing
among Armenian refugees in Near Eastern countries were judged to be worse; appeals had
been pouring in from welfare agencies operating in those fields. In the summer of 1936, i t
was finally decided by Mihran, Leila and their advisors that Noubar accompanied by his
wife Anahide as his assistant would spend a few weeks in Greece exploring possibilities of
s t a r t i n g, for the benefit of indigent Armenian refugees, some welfare work which would
involve no investment in real estate.
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WINDING UP THE WORK IN FRANCE

In summer 1936, La Gaudinière was vacated. The personnel was discharged with
severance indemnities. The older boys were placed out as apprentices with allowances for
those still unable to support themselves. The younger ones—by this time all children of
families settled in France or having relatives abroad—were sent back to their homes or
helped in their applications to travel to their relatives. The property was put up for sale.

CONCLUDING ASSESSMENT

Notwithstanding the excessive cost of operation due to the unfavorable circumstances
m e n t i o n e d , the fact remains that 251* Armenian boys were provided, during some of their
formative years, with the privileges of a good home: physical well-being, e l e m e n t a r y
education and a real family atmosphere. The spirit of brotherhood fostered by this
atmosphere induced them, in 1931, to form an Alumni Association which would until 1945
meet monthly in the Tavitian home in Pa r i s. During the World War II (1939-45), t h i s
Association would send food parcels to comrades on the front or in prison camps in
G e r m a n y. Soon after the end of the wa r, they started a practice of meeting every year in Ju l y
for a picnic under the old cedar tree next to the ruins of the ch â t e a u ; and also of holding a
service in the Armenian ch u r ch of Paris in October in the memory of Howa r d , of the founder,
his family and all departed personnel and comrades.
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CH A P T E R 3 - GR E E C E

( 1 9 3 7 - 1 9 7 0 )

FIRST STEPS IN GREECE

Greece was to be the future field of activity. The Tavitians—Anahide being from this
point on her husband Noubar’s close assistant—spent a few weeks in Greece, in autumn
1 9 3 6 , studying possibilities of usefulness to the Armenian needy in Greece.

In compliance with the guiding principle laid down—service to children involving no
investment in real estate—the Tavitians’ report recommended medical and health service
and supervision within the framework of the three Armenian schools of Dergouti. This wa s
a refugee settlement near Athens consisting of improvised, tumble-down shacks sheltering
a destitute population of about 5000, comprising around 1000 school children aged 5 to 16.
This recommendation was agreed to by Head Office. In October 1937, work started in the
new field.

A thorough medical examination of all school children by three temporarily employed
general practitioners was the first step taken in A t h e n s. 56% of the pupils were found to
h ave health problems in need of attention; above all trach o m a , a serious and contagious eye
d i s e a s e, with which more than half of the school population was found to be afflicted.
Arrangements were made with two ophthalmologists to examine all the school children and
treat the cases surgically twice a week, and with a trained nurse to instill eye-drops daily
as prescribed. The HKCC staff negotiated with the school principals, and supervised the
sessions maintaining order and recording on cards for close follow-up. This eye treatment
program was carried out in cooperation with a major Greek welfare organization.

The main treatments applied were, besides those for the eyes, surgical operations on the
throat and nose (110 tonsil and adenoid operations by December 1940), several weeks’
summer rest in a mountain resort (eighty benefited in 1938, over 150 in 1939), a n d
administering of tonics. The children under care numbered 450 in March 1939. R e m e d i a l
action was reinforced through home-visiting by a nurse for instructing parents in measures
of prevention and hygiene. Lectures by the ophthalmologists at parents’ gatherings were
also resorted to for arousing awareness of their role in preserving and furthering the health
condition of their offspring; m o r e o v e r, parents were encouraged to attend treatment
sessions—as were also the school teachers—in order to make both these groups feel more
concerned in the well-being of this youth.

Antibiotics being still unknown at the time, the methods of treating trachoma were long,
tedious and painful. Hence its persistence in the settlement still twenty years after its
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occupants had contracted the disease in the deserts of Syria and Mesopotamia, a n d
communicated it to their ch i l d r e n . By June 1940, out of over 500 afflicted 240 were decl a r e d
healed and were disch a r g e d ; they had been under treatment for periods varying between
ten and fifteen months, had had their eyelids scraped by the ophthalmologist twenty to
thirty times and received instillation in their eyes on about one hundred day s. T h e
lightening of the case load now made it possible to extend treatment to adults in the family
so as to reduce the risk of their ch i l d r e n ’s reinfection.

THE PERSONNEL AND THE BASE

The Athens HKCC set-up consisted, for about three years, of two visiting ophthalmo-
l o g i s t s, one permanent Armenian secretary familiar with the area and fluent in Greek, a
girl cl e r k , one part-time nurse, and one home visitor. In April 1941, a young Armenian wa s
added to become subsequently the director of the Athens Branch : Yervant Djedjizian. T w o
rooms had been rented in the heart of Dergouti to serve as office and base of operations.

INVOLVEMENT IN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Unlike the isolated and self-contained La Gaudinière project in Fr a n c e, the new work in
Greece was to depend very much for its effectiveness on close contacts with A r m e n i a n
community agencies. These agencies were mainly the three Armenian denominational
h i e r a r ch i e s — A p o s t o l i c, Catholic and Evangelical—which owned and operated the sch o o l s ;
and also the Blue Cross and the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU). In 1938,
Noubar became a member of the A G B U ’s Housing Sub-committee. This was a body
cooperating with the Athens representative of the “Nansen International Office for
R e f u g e e s,” an offshoot of the League of Nations, in a project for the construction of 133
apartments for re-housing Armenian families still under refugee status living in the
precarious settlements of the Athens area. These were destined to be pulled down in order
to make the land available for urban development. Providing decent dwellings for families
of Dergouti school children was indeed an objective fully germane to the HKCC program.

WORLD EVENTS...

While the HKCC work in Athens was thus expanding rapidly, clouds were gathering on
the political horizon, with the Munich affair of September 1938, the German invasion of
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C z e choslovakia in March 1939, and the landing of Italian forces in Albania soon after. T h e s e
ominous events did not prevent Leila from undertaking a two-month visit to Greece which
she had long been contemplating. Before the outbreak of World War II, Leila inspected the
activities in process, held numerous conferences with the Tav i t i a n s, s aw many personalities
and even visited a charity in the island of Samos she had been interested in for many years.
The work was entrusted to the care of the general assistant Miss Azad Hay r a b e d i a n , w h o
had proved fully reliable; she would have as her adviser a mature Greek lady, head of an
important international agency. The war had started! Noubar was nevertheless able to
return to his job in December, and Anahide to join him in May 1940. Three days after their
arrival in A t h e n s, the German offensive westwa r d , after several months of the “phony wa r ” ,
took the world by surprise.

THEIR IMPACT ON THE HKCC PROGRAMS

Even though through most of the year 1940 Greece was not a belligerent, war conditions
in Europe were making themselves seriously felt; for Greece, a rather arid country,
depended very largely on imports for its subsistence. Cod liver oil, of which large use had
been made in the sch o o l s, was no longer av a i l a b l e ; this was replaced, starting Fe b r u a r y
1 9 4 0 , by a daily cup of pasteurized milk distributed to between two and three hundred
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undernourished children coming for eye treatment. This was stopped in August 1941, w h e n
milk could no longer be obtained. Another selected group numbering from forty to eighty
was likewise made to drink milk before going to school every morning, from July to
November 1940. This latter project was made possible through a special grant from the
Ladies’ Committee of the New York Chapter of A G B U.

A Danish Mission project serving 125 meals daily to needy school children was taken
over by the HKCC in April 1940. This distribution was continued till December 1940.

At the end of October, Greece itself became involved in the wa r. In the Greek army,
resisting successfully to the Italian forces in the snow-clad mountains of A l b a n i a , n u m e r o u s
cases of frozen limbs occurred. This led to the setting up of a central organization which
g ave out wool in hanks to bona fide parties undertaking to knit, for a price, s o ck s, s t o ck i n g s
and gloves to be sent to the soldiers at the front. S u ch wool was obtained by the HKCC and
was distributed to some fifty Armenian women, who were thus enabled to add about 40,000
d r a chmae to the family income for the 2,200 woolens they produced from December 1940 to
M a r ch 1941.

GREECE UNDER OCCUPATION

Early in April 1941, the German armored tanks broke suddenly through the Yu g o s l av i a n
b o r d e r, crushed all resistance, and reached Athens on April 27th. The HKCC Athens thus
had to stretch as far as it could the few months’ remittance it had received in advance; t o
this was added a most unexpected and welcome gift from the USA Legation, o b t a i n e d
through Mr. A r ch e r, d i r e c t o r-general of Near East Fo u n d a t i o n .

The connection had its origin in Mihran Karagheusian’s long standing membership on
the board of directors and his frequent participation in the fund campaigns and activities of
the organization, particularly in its earlier days as “Near East Relief ’’ .

HKCC AS A WELFARE CATALYST

The HKCC personnel in Athens had acquired experience in establishing contacts with
Greek and international social and welfare agencies as well as government departments.
This experience was to come in particularly handy at this juncture when the Athens Office
could afford no expenditure but its employees’ salaries, and faced the prospect of total
stoppage within a few months.

In January 1939, a group of ladies formed the Athens Armenian Charitable Society
( A A C S ) , a non-political body for relief purposes only. They raised some money, obtained a
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subsidy from the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees; but this was far from
enough for a relief plan they had drawn up in consultation with the HKCC staff for the
crying needs of the wa r- s t r i cken settlements. They appealed to Mr. A r cher for a NEF
s u b s i d y. In response a sum of $1,000 monthly, m a t ched by an equal amount from Mihran
K a r a g h e u s i a n , for three consecutive months starting February 1941, was allocated to A A C S
for the implementation of their plan in association with A G B U. They were to render account
to NEF.

One of the principal items on the AACS plan was a free meal project. Through the Office
of the High Commissioner for Refugees, 1,200 daily free meals were obtained for A r m e n i a n
needy families, from a newly formed Central Greek Agency operating a network of free
meals for the entire country; 60,000 daily for the Athens area alone.

This free meal distribution came to an end a few months after Greece had been occupied;
foodstuffs could no longer be found and transportation had become extremely difficult. T h e
bitter period of starvation in Greece had begun!

In April 1941, a British ship loaded with ammunition was hit by German bombers in the
harbor of Piraeus. The resulting violent explosion partly destroyed a near-by A r m e n i a n
refugee settlement. 275 families fled to the Armenian district of Kokkinia where they found
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shelter in the four sch o o l s. The AACS came to the rescue through the HKCC which obtained
free meals via the Office of the High Commissioner and improved the sanitation in the
s chools so as to adapt it to the needs of the new occupants.

By the end of 1940, the 133 apartments built under the League of Nations/AGBU re-
housing scheme in the suburb of Nea Smyrni had all been allotted to families from several
s e t t l e m e n t s, i n cluding many from Dergouti under the HKCC care. The staff would hence
regularly visit the new settlement for routine treatments. In August 1940, they found a
number of the inhabitants in bed with fever and shivers. They suspected malaria which had
been a scourge in the country until its near eradication in recent years, largely through the
efforts of the Rockefeller Fo u n d a t i o n . The suspicion was confirmed by Dr. C. D i m i s a s, i n
charge of Malaria Control at the Ministry of Health. D r. Dimisas was particularly keen on
nipping the epidemic in the bud by making sure that the quinine and atebrin pills were
being taken as prescribed. In September 1940, out of 133 houses, 116 had at least one, m o r e
often two, persons lying down with malaria. The epidemic was finally ch e ck e d ; but the
patients’ organisms, weakened by undernourishment due to the growing scarcity of food
supplies on the market, fell an easy prey to other diseases, particularly beriberi.

UNDER WAR CONDITIONS

The HKCC Office was closed officially on May 31st 1941, and all but three employees
d i s ch a r g e d . Once more Azad was left in charge with two counselors: Miss Zoe
D e m e t r a c o p o u l o u , the Greek lady who had been asked to fill this role two years earlier and
M r. M i ch a e l i d e s, the legal advisor of Near East Foundation who had been very useful to the
HKCC on several occasions. Azad had as helpers the young clerk Dzovig and Ye r v a n t
D j e d j i z i a n , whom she was to marry in 1944. With the limited funds available she could only
carry on for a few months. The trained nurse, M r s. I s r a e l i a n , the ophthalmologist Dr.
Tsopellas and also Dr. Dimisas were willing to continue giving their services within the
limits of their material possibilities; for all of them felt that the beneficent actions initiated
should proceed, on however reduced a scale, in order more readily to be revived as soon as
conditions would allow.

The only two activities the skeleton HKCC office could continue on its remaining funds
were eye treatment and malaria control. As the schools did not run as from December 1941,
there were very few children coming for eye instillation; the ophthalmologist would come
down 2-3 times a month for ch e ck i n g, directing treatments and operating. In addition,
h o w e v e r, M r s. I s r a e l i a n , whose home was in the settlement, would take care of isolated
cases of eye disease, either child or adult, who would call at her door at odd times of the day.
After schools had re-opened, in 1943-44, the ophthalmologist was able to re-examine 650
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pupils (89% of total attending sch o o l ) ; he found only three new cases of trach o m a , all three
on very young children newly admitted.

In Nea Smyrni, D r. Dimisas continued visiting malaria patients as long as public
transportation was av a i l a b l e. The malaria epidemic had receded, but other diseases were
rife resulting from acute undernourishment; in the winter of 1941–42 alone, there were
forty deaths in the 150 odd families recently settled.

The food shortage had turned into famine in 1941–42; men and women were dying by
dozens daily in the streets of A t h e n s. The Head of the Greek Church appealed by radio to
the world at large for urgent relief. The appeal was heard. A delegation of the International
Red Cross from Geneva visited Athens to examine the situation. The occupying authorities
g ave assurances that they would allow food and medical supplies to enter Greece.
Whereupon shipments reached the country from various neutral countries and were
distributed to the population, often through soup kitchens set up by local welfare
o r g a n i z a t i o n s, i n cluding Armenian ones. The years 1943 and 1944 were hence less tragic
than the preceding two.

Armenian relief agencies became quite active in 1943. L e aving aside all partisan
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s, they joined together in efforts to rescue their famished kinsfolk through free
meal distributions and free cl i n i c s. Doctors took turns in attending to patients visiting the
cl i n i c s. Azad and Yervant were asked to help in organizing and running these services; t h e y
willingly did, according to the fundamental principles of the HKCC policy in Greece:
unreserved cooperation with any agency striving to relieve misery.

In spite of the dire conditions, the tradition of a Christmas gathering open to all the
HKCC beneficiaries was maintained. Only twenty-five attended in 1942, forty in 1943 (220
had come in 1938!). The gifts consisted of wa l n u t s, r a i s i n s, a p p l e s, t a n g e r i n e s, and oranges.

The three HKCC employees were able to draw their salaries till mid-1943. As authorized
by Noubar, Azad had sold whatever equipment and supplies she could in order to stretch the
funds av a i l a b l e. Azad and Yervant then started giving some private English lessons as a
means of livelihood.

RESCUED

The International Red Cross (IRC) had opened an office in Athens to supervise the
distribution of the supplies it was furnishing to local relief agencies. Late in 1943, Azad and
M r s. I s r a e l i a n , through their connections, succeeded in interesting IRC in their trach o m a
p r o j e c t ; for this agency was precisely about to start a network of soup kitchens in the A t h e n s
area especially for children afflicted with trach o m a . IRC was willing to provide food
supplies if the HKCC would undertake to cook meals and feed them on the spot to underfed
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t r a choma sufferers. Azad and Yervant—now her fiancé—were greatly perplexed; they were
eager to seize this opportunity for reviving the work and giving good food to A r m e n i a n
s t a r v e l i n g s ; but they did not see how, h aving no funds, they could set up a soup kitchen on
their narrow premises, provide the equipment and the personnel...

Just at this time providential circumstances enabled Yeraz (acronym for YERvant and
AZad) to borrow the equivalent of $1,000 from a local business man, to be repaid by the
HKCC New York in US currency as soon as conditions would allow.

THE REVIVAL

The HKCC staff, spurred by the prospect of new openings for the work, set about
organizing a soup kitch e n ; d i s p l aying unbelievable resourcefulness in improvising the
equipment and materials needed and which were absolutely not to be found on the market...
The foodstuffs —beans, p e a s, l e n t i l s, p a s t a , s u g a r, olive oil, powdered milk, e t c. — w e r e
issued from a central store house; from there they had to be conveyed—by a man-drawn cart
during the first few months—over a distance of three miles of bad road. Fi n a l l y, on Fe b. 1 s t
1 9 4 4 , the soup kitchen started operating, on six days a week. The fifty beneficiaries of the
first day were gradually increased to a maximum of over 120 in December 1945. I n s p e c t o r s
from the Red Cross came periodically to ch e ck ; they always expressed their satisfaction at
the way the project was run.

In 1944, political events seriously affected the work. With the defeat of the German
armies in Russia and in Fr a n c e, the Greek patriotic resistance movement, w h i ch had long
been latent, broke out in the summer months, bringing about violent reactions on the part
of the German forces.

When British forces were landed in Greece, there was open fighting between them and
communist Greek resistance forces were strongly armed and undoubtedly encouraged by
the Soviet Union. After some bloody combat in and around Athens in the winter of 1944–45,
the area finally remained in the hands of the British army, though the civil war between
communist and pro-government Greek forces was to continue in the provinces for several
more years.

Under such circumstances, the policy of the HKCC could but be the emergency and short
term relief of victims of the disorders. The occupants of the burnt-down huts by the
Germans in Dergouti were sheltered and fed for several weeks on the HKCC narrow
premises until the huts could be rebuilt again. As communications with Head Office were
re-established and funds could be transferred again, several feeding programs were added
to the soup-kitchen for trachomatic ch i l d r e n : meals were prepared for school children living
too far to be able to have lunch at home; meals were also served in Nea Smyrni; t h e
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distribution of milk and of cod liver oil to the undernourished was resumed. Besides feeding,
a r t i cles of clothing received from abroad were given out to families, as were also “ CA R E ” g i f t
p a r c e l s, mostly from family relatives in the USA using the HKCC office as a ch a n n e l . T h e
office also would write out case histories for the sponsorship programs which gradually
d e v e l o p e d . In the medical line, D r. D i m i s a s, who was now the regular part-time doctor and
medical adviser of the office, re-started regularly visiting Nea Smyrni families; these had
particularly suffered from war privations inasmuch as they had just moved in when the
dark period began. A regular clinic was opened in rented rooms. Medicines and surgical
operations were provided as needed. Some first class surgeons were willing to lower their
rates or even to operate free as a contribution to the benevolent purpose of the HKCC.
S chool children were vaccinated against typhoid with vaccine first obtained in June 1944;
eighty to start with, gradually increasing to comprise the entire school population.

In April 1946, Noubar returned to Athens to re-assume his function in the HKCC, a f t e r
five years’ interruption. In A u g u s t , the office was moved to new, m u ch more spacious and
convenient premises still in the Dergouti settlement; the HKCC was to occupy these
premises for the rest of its career in A t h e n s. Further activities were engaged in. A much
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needed dental clinic was started for school children in June 1947; an important subsidy
from an American welfare agency had made this project possible. F u r t h e r, a series of
practical lectures with demonstrations was initiated for making school teachers more awa r e
of the symptoms of ill health or abnormality they could detect among their pupils; they were
instructed to report their observations to the doctor, for preventive action to be undertaken
as needed.

A review of ten years’ trachoma treatment in schools (1938-48) showed the proportion of
cases to have come down from over 50% of the total to 9%. Though the measures applied
were no doubt effective, a recession of the disease was observed throughout the world
during the same period.

AT CRUISING SPEED

From 1949 to the end of the period covered by this account (1970), the Athens HKCC
p u r s u e d , on a steadily diminishing scale, most of the activities mentioned in the preceding
s e c t i o n s, and added a few others. The contraction of the work was caused by the drop in the
number of Armenians in Greece from an estimated 30,000 in 1938, to 10,000 in 1969. T h i s
drop was due to emigration to Soviet Armenia in 1946–47 and to other lands thereafter.
M o r e o v e r, Armenians who remained in Greece felt more permanently settled, e s p e c i a l l y
after Greek citizenship had become accessible to them through legislation enacted in 1968.

By 1970, the number of school children had come down from around 1,000 in the period
1938–47 in Dergouti alone, to some 400 in the whole Athens area. T r a choma had practically
c e a s e d , as already stated, but other eye complaints continued being identified and treated:
mainly conjunctivitis and blepharitis. Five schools were under the HKCC medical
s u p e r v i s i o n , two of which were located in the distant settlement of Ko k k i n i a . D e n t a l
examination and treatment likewise covered the entire school population. This project wa s
largely subsidized by the Congregational Church World Service. A project was started in
1 9 4 7 , and pursued throughout the period covered, for the examination of school ch i l d r e n ’s
chest condition in view of detecting incipient tuberculosis and applying treatment as
n e e d e d . Surgical operations on the throat, nose and ear continued as before. T y p h o i d
vaccinations yearly to all school children were likewise pursued.

The soup kitch e n , started in 1944 for trachoma sufferers, was converted with the virtual
disappearance of this eye disease into a canteen for school children in need of
supplementary feeding; 100 to 150 benefited, until 1967, when the project was terminated
as being no longer justified. Milk supplied in powdered form by AGBU was mixed, wa r m e d ,
and distributed by the HKCC to as many as 400 children in several schools far apart.

The Athens HKCC’s role as a “welfare catalyst”, earlier described, was resumed upon the
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return to normal peace conditions and very much expanded in the years 1947 to about 1957.
During this period many welfare agencies were glad to have found—for the channeling of
their offerings, f o o d , cl o t h i n g, medicines or sponsorship—an organization such as the
H K C C ; its staff ’s close acquaintance with the population, its professionalism and reputed
integrity could ensure the best possible use of their gifts. The principal agencies thus served
or cooperated with were: The Swiss Friends of the A r m e n i a n s, the Danish Mission, t h e
Congregational Church World Service, the World Council of Church e s, the Calouste
Gulbenkian Fo u n d a t i o n , the U. N. High Commissioner for Refugees, the Armenian General
Benevolent Union and the Armenian Blue Cross.

A new activity in which the Athens HKCC lived up to its reputation of impartiality and
cooperativeness was the Joint Summer Camp project. In 1948, the HKCC persuaded two
major agencies, AGBU and the Blue Cross, to join in setting up a much needed summer
camp for underfed boys and girls of school age. During ten successive summers the camp
operated harmoniously, thanks to the HKCC’s binding link. It thus provided several weeks’
fresh air, good food and outdoor activities to two to three hundred children at each season.
In 1958, e a ch one of the two agencies decided to run its own separate camp. The HKCC then
agreed to help each one of them separately. This meant doubling the burden which the
HKCC staff had to bear for setting up the camp and pulling it down, for storing the
e q u i p m e n t , as well as for providing medical supervision during the sessions. The directors
were nonetheless willing to assume it, and thus succeeded in maintaining friendly relations
with both sides. The two separate camps were repeated each summer on the same terms
until the late 1960s, with the HKCC helping both parties equally.

REFUGEE RE-HOUSING

Mention was made earlier of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees’
interest in settling the refugees on a permanent basis in the countries where they were then
r e s i d i n g. In 1958, the Athens representative of this agency proposed to the HKCC a joint re-
housing sch e m e. After lengthy negotiations and much red tape an agreement was reach e d ;
l ay-outs were drawn by an arch i t e c t , and plots of land were bought near Nea Smyrni. Fi f t y
apartments of different sizes were to be built, financed 72% by the HKCC and 28% by
U N H C R ; the HKCC share would be refunded by the occupants in monthly installments over
a period of twelve to twenty years, while the UNHCR share was non-refundable. At the end
of the period and upon payment of all dues, the occupants would become proprietors of their
a p a r t m e n t s. A new plot had to be purch a s e d . Construction started in December 1961, a n d
was terminated in two stages, 1 9 6 2 – 6 3 . The candidates were selected and approved by
UNHCR and the Ministry of We l f a r e. The buildings were inaugurated officially on
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June 24th 1964, in the presence of officials of the three parties concerned and Miss L.
Karagheusian who unveiled a plaque bearing an explanatory inscription in Greek, E n g l i s h
and A r m e n i a n .

After the fifty families had entered the apartments allotted to them, the Athens office
organized a follow-up system in order to ensure the best possible use of their new living
q u a r t e r s. Most of the families came from the ramshackle huts of the refugee areas. T h e
change of environment to decent dwellings called for constant efforts on the part of the
HKCC staff to inculcate into the new settlers the notion of proper maintenance and upkeep
of their dwellings. Meetings were periodically called by the HKCC director and held in each
of the seven blocks of the project to discuss matters of common interest and assign tasks
s u ch as the daily cleaning of the staircases, l a n d i n g s, and the regular care of the gardens;
tasks which were unknown to the newcomers.

On her visits to the field, Miss L. Karagheusian would call on many of the homes
p e r s o n a l l y. She would usually express satisfaction at the cleanness and neatness of the
homes and at the gardens in full bloom. A survey dated November 1970, noted changes in
the fifty families’ living conditions after six to eight years of occupancy: a majority of them
had equipped their kitchens with electric ranges and refrigerators; built cupboards; r e -
painted or whitewashed their wa l l s ; put in a telephone; many had also bought wa s h i n g
m a ch i n e s, r a d i o s, television sets; a few had even bought cars. It was also noted in the
survey that there was a much greater diversity of occupations among the breadwinners
than in the past, when there had been a predominance of cobblers. As citizens they now had
access to many occupations from which they had been denied as refugees.

The joint UNHCR-HKCC re-housing project in Nea Smyrni, w h i ch took most of the
s t a f f ’s time in the 1960’s, was undoubtedly one of the most successful of all refugee re-
settlement ventures in the Athens area. It was often visited and pointed out as a model with
respect to construction, to educational action on the inhabitants, and also with respect to
the payment of monthly dues. These had started being collected from the very first month
months after the family had moved in; lapses were much more frequent under the latter
s y s t e m . The total cost of the project was about $300,000, of which $65,000 were contributed
by UNHCR, l e aving roughly $235,000 as the HKCC’s share. The families’ monthly
installments ranged, according to the size of the apartment, from eight to eighteen dollars.

THE ATHENS STAFF

In the summer of 1948, the Tavitians left Athens to assume charge of new HKCC projects
developing in Lebanon and Syria. Yervant Djedjizian became director of the Athens Branch
of HKCC, with his wife Azad as his close assistant. They were well seconded by Dzovig
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To p d j i a n . M r s. A . Israelian continued serving as assistant to the ophthalmologist and also
to Dr. D i m i s a s, respectively in the treatment of eye diseases and in the medical supervision
of school ch i l d r e n . She also initiated a first-aid course, g ave lectures on health subjects to
parents and teenagers, and kept on arranging for surgical operations at reduced fees by
some of the best specialists in the city. She resigned to retire in 1958.

In 1961, Ye r v a n t , in his middle forties, began showing signs of a slowly progressing
incapacitating disease which turned out to be multiple scl e r o s i s. By October 1963, he had
become totally unable to exercise his function. By then, most of the activities had dwindled
to the point where Azad alone could handle them with her helpers. She was kept fully busy,
h o w e v e r, by the housing project and faced courageously the unexpected difficulties it wa s
beset with.

In July 1972, Yervant passed away. “He was deeply mourned... His part in the building up
of the Karagheusian work in Athens will remain unfo r g o t t e n . His skill as an organizer, h i s
Christian ch a r a c t e r, his untiring perseverance and inexhaustible patience, as well as his
k i n d ly disposition and cheerful sense of humor, had won for our Agency in Athens the
confidence and goodwill of all. HKCC is indebted to Ye r v a n t , a b ly and devotedly seconded by
his wife, not only for the continuance of its activity through the four tragic years of war and
f a m i n e, 1 9 4 1 – 4 5 , under unbelievably difficult conditions, but also for the consolidation of
our A g e n c y ’s position through the reputation of efficiency, i n t e g r i t y, impartiality and
cooperativeness which it acquired both in the Armenian community and with Greek and
international relief authorities.” (quoted from N. Tav i t i a n ’s annual report for 1972).

CH A P T E R 4 - LE BA N O N A N D SY R I A
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( 1 9 4 1 - 1 9 4 8 )

BACKGROUND TO HKCC INVOLVEMENT IN LEBANON AND SYRIA

After Turkey had been defeated in the First World Wa r, Armenian survivors of the
1915–16 deportation were able to return to their native towns and villages (1918–1919). I n
the following three years, h o w e v e r, the Turkish nationalist movement, started under the
leadership of Mustafa Ke m a l , grew in importance until it finally gained the upper hand.
Armenians felt unsafe and abandoned their homes or were once more ousted therefrom.
Those in Constantinople, Smyrna and the western areas of Turkey left for Greece; those of
the interior of Asia Minor and the eastern provinces escaped to the nearest countries where
they could feel safe: Lebanon and Syria, both under Fr e n ch Mandate. 50,000 of them settled
t h e r e, mostly in the outskirts of the principal cities: A l e p p o, B e i r u t , T r i p o l i , L a t a k i e h . T h e
u n d e r d e v e l o p e d , mainly rural economies of these countries were unable to absorb such a
mass of additional labor; h e n c e, the miserable conditions prevailing among these refugee
families had little improved in the following two decades.

In 1938–39, 20,000 more were added to this mass: the Sandjak of A l e x a n d r e t t a , a strip
lying in the North of Syria, h aving been given back to T u r k e y, Armenians living in this
territory had to leave it once again; they trekked to re-settle, likewise in Lebanon or Syria.
When the Second World War broke out in 1939, there were about 70,000 Armenian refugees
living under precarious conditions in these two countries.

On the local level relief had been forthcoming through the Fr e n ch mandate authorities,
A G B U, the Swiss Friends of the Armenians (SFA ) , the American Red Cross, Near East
Foundation (NEF) and others. D r. B ayard Dodge, President of the American University of
Beirut (AUB) and a good friend of Mihran Karagheusian, had been personally instrumental
in inducing some of these agencies to intervene. He had also encouraged the many
Armenian doctors and nurses of his Medical Faculty to give their services to these people in
d i s t r e s s. In addition, he had made many of the faculty’s facilities available for this purpose,
notably the pharmacy, at a time when medicines were scarce on account of the war raging
in Europe.

What made the condition of most Armenian refugee groups in Lebanon particularly
t r a g i c, was the outbreak of malaria in their areas of settlement: along the Beirut River, i n
Ras-ul-Ain near Tyre and particularly in A n j a r. Anjar lay 40 miles east of Beirut; the Fr e n ch
mandate authorities had expropriated there a large tract of land in view of establishing a
rural community for some 4,000 of the Sandjak refugees. Here these authorities had also 
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started building for them small individual houses which , h o w e v e r, were unfinished in the
summer of 1939, when the group arrived.* The severe winter, at an altitude of 1,000 meters,
followed by the malaria epidemic in the succeeding summer, took a heavy toll on the A n j a r
p o p u l a t i o n , especially among their infants and ch i l d r e n .

THE ANJAR CLINIC

Local welfare agencies turned their attention to A n j a r. In October 1940, a ch i l d r e n ’s
clinic was opened by a group of AUB doctors and nurses encouraged by President Dodge,
who had secured its financing through Mihran Karagheusian. It was to operate as an HKCC
p r o j e c t , the first under this label in Lebanon—although Mihran had on many earlier
occasions contributed personally important sums to relief projects for refugees, u s u a l l y
through Dr. D o d g e. The purpose of this clinic was to be not only treatment of sick ch i l d r e n ,
but also the education of mothers in the care of their ch i l d r e n , and also for the application
of preventive measures such as immunizations. An AUB pediatrician and a graduate nurse
were put in ch a r g e. Besides the pediatrician’s examination of cases and their treatment
(100–180 cases per month with one weekly session) children were also weighed for follow-
up of their growth, vaccinated against smallpox and typhoid; free medicines were issued,
milk was given out, superficial injuries were dressed, home visits were paid by the nurse for
ch e cking on treatments and for general instruction in child care. The annual HKCC budget
rose progressively from $1,440 in 1941, to $4,000 in 1947; in addition, $2,600 were spent in
improving the premises in 1944–45. These amounts do not include contributions from other
a g e n c i e s, i n cluding AGBU gifts, principally for infants’ milk.

FIRST HKCC PROJECTS IN BEIRUT

In 1941, Mihran Karagheusian, again through President Dodge, started contributing to
several projects in Beirut for meeting the health needs of the Armenian refugee population.
The most important one was a ch i l d r e n ’s clinic in a Beirut Armenian settlement, B o u r d j -
H a m m o u d , for which the HKCC would provide $3,000 annually. It was to be administered
by a committee composed of eight members, mostly A r m e n i a n , appointed by President
D o d g e. They were AUB medical and nursing personalities: a representative of A G B U, a
representative of the Fr e n ch Medical Faculty and the AUB treasurer.

FG48

* This group came from the villages of Musa Dagh, made famous by Franz Werfel’s novel “The Forty
Days of Musa Dagh.”

HKCC_printed  11/9/12  4:23 AM  Page 48



The clinic opened formally in November 1941. A pediatrician, a graduate nurse and
auxiliary personnel were engaged on a full-time basis. Although the general conception and
the purpose of this clinic were similar to those of the Anjar cl i n i c, their admission policies
were to differ somewhat. The 40,000 strong population of Bourdj-Hammoud, where the
Beirut clinic was located, comprised roughly 25,000 A r m e n i a n s, 10,000 Moslems and 5,000
Christians of other denominations, unlike the exclusively Armenian population of A n j a r.
The Beirut clinic was to be open to all sick children of needy families of the neighborhood.
Emphasis would be laid, as in A n j a r, on prevention and education in hygiene for mothers
and also for school teach e r s. Prevention and educational action, h o w e v e r, could only be
applied to Armenian cases.

The diseases most commonly met were digestive tract disorders in summer, infections of
respiratory organs in winter; and diseases due to faulty development and under-
nourishment throughout the year; in addition to infectious diseases—mostly malaria and
typhoid fever.

General health supervision of school children was soon added to the program. T h i s
comprised the annual examination of the entire student body of the sch o o l s, recording of
findings and follow-up of dysfunctions and defects, in cooperation with the family. T h i s
project covered between three and six hundred boys and girls from six to fourteen.

T r a choma and other eye diseases were as rampant among Beirut refugee school ch i l d r e n .
Under the direction of AUB ophthalmologist Dr. B a g h d a s s a r i a n , treatment was applied both
in the clinic and in sch o o l s. In the years 1942–47, the number of trachoma sufferers dropped
considerably from a maximum of 140 clinic cases subjected to 6,000 treatments to only ten
who received 500 treatments. In the same period, the number of school children treated
varied between a minimum of 250 in two schools (1941), and a maximum of 1,300 in eight
s chools (1943). In 1946, the number had dropped to 680 in eleven sch o o l s.

The diseases and defects observed both in the clinic and in the schools pointed to poor
sanitation in the environment as one of the principal causes. Malaria has already been
m e n t i o n e d ; it was spread by mosquitoes breeding in the undrained Beirut River bed. S o m e
latrines had been provided by AGBU for the refugees arriving from the Sandjak in 1939, b u t
their number and capacity were inadequate, and there had hardly been any maintenance.
The dwellings were improvised shacks made of random boards, of flattened out petroleum
cans or of corrugated metal sheets. The school buildings were just as bad. Garbage collection
was practically non-existent on most of the area; a very defective sewer network served only
certain sections of the area.

In 1944–45, the HKCC contributed $2,500 for some sanitation improvement projects:
nine schools were provided with latrines, u r i n a l s, washing troughs, septic tanks and wa t e r
r e s e r v o i r s. AGBU had also contributed to the cost of these jobs. Stagnant water surfaces
around the Beirut River bed were sprayed to prevent the breeding of malaria mosquitoes.
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In 1941, the clinic budget had been $3,000; wide acceptance by the public had resulted
in the expansion of the cl i n i c ’s services; D r. Dodge was able to obtain a corresponding
increase in the HKCC’s annual allowa n c e, w h i ch thus reached $6,600 in 1947.

ALEPPO

In 1940, the miserable condition of the refugees from the Sandjak reaching Aleppo had
moved Mrs. A l t o u n y a n , the English wife of the founder and director of one of the city’s oldest
and best private hospitals, to appeal to Mihran Karagheusian for a relief fund which she
undertook to personally manage. The outcome was a noon meal for four to five hundred
needy Armenian school children of the city. The project, w h i ch was run on an annual
a l l o wance of $4,800 to $5,300, filled a great need. It was continued till 1949.

A second Aleppo venture was the so-called “Anonymous Donor Project.” Vartan Jinishian,
a New York rug merchant and one-time partner in the A.& M. Karagheusian business, h a d
entrusted a total sum of $30,000 to the HKCC, between 1946 and 1948, to be used for relief
of needy Armenians in A l e p p o. He insisted on his name remaining unmentioned so that he
might not be pestered with appeals. Hence the “A n o n y m o u s ” designation of his project. L e o n
Z e n i a n , founder of the Sunday Schools of the Armenian Apostolic Church and a good friend
of the Karagheusians, was asked to manage this sum for the purpose in view as best he
c o n s i d e r e d . He was well acquainted with the Armenian communities of Lebanon and Syria,
he himself being a long time resident of Beirut. He set up a closely-knit committee
representing all three Armenian denominations. This Anonymous Donor Committee, i n
consultation with Zenian, decided to help widows with children under twelve by providing
them with food, cl o t h i n g, and medical care. Some forty such widows having fifty-seven
children in all were thus being helped in 1948.

‘REPATRIATION’

The migratory movement to Soviet Armenia (1946–7) did not have any marked effect on
the HKCC activities, even though one third of the Anjar settlers had joined the group
departing from Lebanon. The clinic load, be it in Anjar or in Beirut, hardly showed any drop;
the number of people needing the services which these clinics could render was large
enough to fill the places of those who had left.
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CH A P T E R 5 - LE BA N O N - BE I R U T

( 1 9 4 8 - 1 9 7 0 )

A FULL TIME MANAGEMENT FOR AN EXPANDED PROGRAM

In 1945–48, the increased the HKCC activities in Lebanon and Syria could no longer be
managed by volunteers provided mostly by the American University of Beirut (AU B ) .
M o r e o v e r, President Dodge having retired in 1947/8, was no longer there to coordinate and
stimulate their action. Hence the assignment of the Tavitians to Beirut as directors for this
a r e a ; Yervant and Azad Djedjizian were left in charge of A t h e n s. The Tavitians landed in
Beirut in August 1948. They were guided in their first steps by a Near East Fo u n d a t i o n
w o r k e r, and introduced to the field by Levon Zenian.

The Beirut Clinic Committee appointed by President Dodge, though now to be relieved of
its administrative function, was to remain as an advisory board; but its President, D r. H .
Ye n i ( k o m s h i a n ) , would continue representing the HKCC in official relations with the
g o v e r n m e n t . With funds and authority now deriving solely from the HKCC, r e p r e s e n t a t i o n
on the Committee of the Fr e n ch Faculty and of AGBU was no longer relevant; so that the
committee as reconstituted comprised Dr. Ye n i , P r e s i d e n t ; D r. A . B a g h d a s s a r i a n , v i c e -
P r e s i d e n t ; M e. H . C h a m l i a n , legal advisor; and two ex-officio members of the AUB faculty,
in re-affirmation of the HKCC’s “genetic link”.

THE FOUNDER’S DEATH

The passing away of Mihran Karagheusian in October 1948, so soon after the change of
m a n a g e m e n t , created considerable commotion in Armenian circl e s. Mihran had become
almost a legendary figure through his numerous ch a r i t i e s.

A solemn memorial service was held in the Antelias Cathedral, led by Catholicos Karekin
I Hovsepian in person. Similar services followed in Beirut, A n j a r, Aleppo and A t h e n s, t h u s
starting a tradition which was observed throughout the years.

I n c i d e n t a l l y, these memorial services, followed by a gathering of local personalities of all
groups and allegiances invited to the celebration, furnished occasions for affirming the
H K C C ’s impartiality, and readiness to associate, cooperate and serve, irrespective of
p o l i t i c a l , religious or other considerations.

This came as a surprise to many; so exceptional seemed, in the Beirut community context
of the time, an Armenian welfare agency not only financially independent of public support
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but also unlinked to any national movement. A most valuable asset, owed to the inspiration
of the founder.

THE HKCC BUDGET

The financial resources of the HKCC greatly increased with Mihran Karagheusian’s
d e m i s e. The annual appropriation for Lebanon and Syria of $20,000 in 1948, was raised to
$60,000 in 1960, and to $118,000 in 1970. A considerable expansion of the program was thus
made possible.

THE BEIRUT CLINIC; ITS RAMIFICATIONS

With full-time professional attention now av a i l a b l e, the Beirut cl i n i c ’s activities gained
in depth and scope from 1948 on. In depth, through closer attention to procedures and
introduction of more refined methods in the registration of cases, in the recording of
f i n d i n g s, in the follow-up on treatments prescribed and in the investigation of family
c o n d i t i o n s ; through closer and more frequent contacts and exchanges between the
management and the personnel as well as with other agencies in related fields. T h e
following activities were expanded or newly started:

• Immunizations in the clinic were increased considerably, up to 8,000, mostly against
p o l i o, d i p h t h e r i a , and smallpox.

• Larger quantities and a greater variety of free medicines became av a i l a b l e
beginning in 1963, thanks to a system of state subsidy.

• A weekly distribution of powdered milk for undernourished babies became a
permanent feature; it was restricted to some forty to fifty of the neediest, and wa s
accompanied by the nurse’s instructions and general counseling.

• A graduate social worker was engaged for home-visiting and family case work;
average yearly total of visits roughly 300. In the late 1960s, family case work and
assistance had become a dominant part of the social workers’ daily sch e d u l e, i n
response to deteriorating social conditions due in a measure to the large number of
Armenians immigrating from Syria into Lebanon, also to overcrowding, h o u s i n g
shortage after successive fires in one of the settlements, and political uncertainty
resulting in growing unemployment.

• A weekly “well baby” consultation hour was initiated, at which the nurse rather
than the more intimidating doctor would give advice to mothers coming of their
own accord with their babies in non-diseased condition. The nurse’s sisterly,
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informal manner would bring the health message home to the mothers, m o r e
receptive in such circumstances than when worrying over their baby’s ailing
c o n d i t i o n .

• In the late 1960s, a laboratory technician was being employed on the premises for
stool examinations for the detection of intestinal parasites in school ch i l d r e n ; a n d
also for blood and urine tests prescribed by the pediatrician.

During the period covered by this ch a p t e r, the cl i n i c ’s patient load varied between 1,700
and 2,500 individual children from 1,300–1,700 families. The most significant change wa s
that of the proportion of non-Armenian to Armenian families applying to the cl i n i c : one out
of seven in 1950, to one out of three in 1963. This reflects the gradual increase of the
Moslem element in the local population, especially after many Armenians had left for Soviet
Armenia in 1947. H o w e v e r, due to the differences in language and customs, A r m e n i a n
families could make much more use of the preventive and educational possibilities of the
clinic than could the other groups. A marked improvement was indeed observed in the late
1 9 6 0 ’s in Armenian mothers’ child care practices.

THE SOCIAL CENTER

As a further step towards mothers’ education in hygiene and child care, courses in these
subjects were started for girls of the area in their teens; most of them would stay at home
pending marriage, after having graduated from primary sch o o l . At that age they were likely
to be more receptive to instruction than later when beset by family tasks. H o w e v e r, h y g i e n e
and child care would hardly sound attractive to teen age girls as subjects of study; h e n c e,
courses in English and embroidery were offered as bait. The appeal of English lay in its
usefulness as a means of communication, i n cluding with relatives in the USA; that of
embroidery in the possibility it gav e, at the time, of earning some money. Registering for
English or embroidery compulsorily involved following courses in child care and general
h y g i e n e.

Thus came into being the Social Center where child care and general hygiene were
taught by the graduate nurse, embroidery by a young girl who was an expert in the art, a n d
English by the Tav i t i a n s. As and when instructors could be found, other activities were
a d d e d : home economics, A r a b i c, d r e s s m a k i n g, c o o k i n g, f o l k - d a n c i n g, f i r s t - a i d . T h e
dressmaking class would turn out an average of fifteen graduates each year. Interest in
home economics spread to the near-by Armenian school where the HKCC was asked to set
up a course for the uppermost cl a s s. The cooking class on the HKCC premises, of about a
dozen girls—including occasionally a young housewife or two from the area—would wind up
the annual course with a banquet served to a few distinguished guests and consisting of
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dishes the group had learned to prepare during the twenty-five sessions they had followed.
A team of Social Center girls was trained in folk dances by the wife of an AUB professor and
was able to participate regularly in the annual Folk-dancing Festival held on the AU B
g r o u n d s. A number of Social Center girls followed the first-aid course of the Lebanese Red
C r o s s, and in 1956, one of them came out first in the country-wide annual contest; s h e
received her prize from the hands of the president of the Lebanese Republic.

The Social Center became very popular; e a ch year as many as seventy to eighty girls
would register for these courses. Besides the direct benefit the girls could derive from the
c o u r s e s, they were given an opportunity of showing initiative, as in organizing parties and
e v e n t s. Through their contact with American community ladies volunteering to spend a
weekly hour or two in English conversation with them, at the center or in these ladies’
h o m e s ; through their joining the folk-dancing and first-aid groups; the girls’ minds had
opportunities of opening up to views and prospects wider than those they could entertain in
their very traditional and confined environment.

L a t e r, a section was started for young working men comprising evening classes in
English and A r a b i c ; thirty to forty of them would register; they formed an autonomous
association and developed such activities as panel debates, r e c i t a l s, t h e a t r i c a l s, and also
h i k e s, volley-ball and ping-pong competitions.

THE CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND

Early in 1949, a Mrs. Rosine Hagopian, Armenian A m e r i c a n , was referred to the
Tavitians as likely to help her out in a scheme for a ch i l d r e n ’s playground she had
determined to start when she saw Armenian children romping about in the mud and on
garbage heaps because they had nowhere else to play. Land was expensive, the houses in the
area were very closely built, l e aving little open space. M r s. H a g o p i a n ’s proposal came as a
challenge which the HKCC was willing to take up. One of the Armenian school principals
was persuaded to let his backyard be used temporarily for the purpose. Between sixty and
120 boys and girls aged five to thirteen were made to gather there twice a week, and allowed
to play with a see-saw, a swing and a sand-box, under the supervision of a young girl leader.
L a t e r, a larger plot was obtained; handicrafts were introduced: f r e t w o r k , cutting out
pictures from magazines, cardboard work, embroidery for girls. A ping-pong table indoors
and a volley-ball net outdoors were features subsequently added.

The HKCC playground gained considerable popularity. In the 1960s, it was host on
several occasions to American Community School “ B r o w n i e s ” for joint games.

In 1957, a young Arab student in social work of the Beirut College for Wo m e n , who wa s
doing her field work assignment at the HKCC, started on its premises a separate play -
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ground for Arab children of the neighborhood. Between 25 and 35 of them would gather at
e a ch of the 40-50 yearly sessions held.

SCHOOL HEALTH

This program was at first restricted to a single, very poor sch o o l ; the purpose being to
deal more thoroughly than had been possible with a larger number. Every one of the 280
pupils was exhaustively examined by the doctor in morning sessions extending over several
m o n t h s. The doctor was assisted by a nurse; the ch i l d ’s mother would be present in order to
be informed and counseled. Special efforts had also to be exerted to integrate this health
supervision program into the school routine; or the school principal and teachers would
sometimes resent this interruption in their pupils’ time-table.

By and by, the value of the program came to be appreciated and soon other sch o o l
principals applied for incl u s i o n . A second school could be added in 1957, seven more in 1969,
bringing up the total to some 1,800. The findings were recorded on individual cards; t h e
most frequently observed problems were intestinal parasites, nose and throat growths,
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enuresis and undernourishment; remedial action was implemented as far as possible and
followed up by the nurse, with financial assistance within budget limits.

Typhoid vaccination was extended to practically all the schools of the area (around
t h i r t y, comprising roughly 8,000 boys and girls). Following exhaustive medical
c o n s u l t a t i o n s, this was replaced in 1968 by polio vaccination, considered more effective.

Eye treatment covered fifteen schools (4,500 children) at its maximum. The drop in the
incidence of trachoma continued steadily throughout; it was believed to have been greatly
fostered by improvements in sanitary conditions, in particular by the reduction of dust due
to the tarmacking of roads. Vision testing was initiated in 1957; around twenty sch o o l s —
about 5,000 boys and girls—were tested, correction prescribed where needed and followed
u p. For example, in 1969, out of the total tested, 282 cases were referred to a specialist; o f
these 123 were provided with glasses—the HKCC often participating in the cost.

ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION; SCHOOL BUILDINGS

The HKCC’s efforts to induce local authorities to provide regular garbage collection,
drainage of stagnant water surfaces, even with the active support of the World Health
Organization and the AUB School of Public Health, proved quite fruitless. S o m e
improvement was observed only from 1952 on, when Bourdj-Hammoud was set up as a
separate municipality with an energetic and objective Armenian mayor at its head. By 1955,
the cases of disease ascribable to unsanitary environment had considerably decreased,
partly due also to the greater availability of antibiotics on the market, and of their wider
use in the cl i n i c. As regards school sanitation, the HKCC continued exercising supervision
over the maintenance of the washing facilities, urinals and toilets of a few of the most poorly
provided sch o o l s, through a man paying visits, instructing the janitors and furnishing
cleaning supplies.

A fund-collecting campaign through AGBU initiated by Miss L. Karagheusian in 1952, a s
well as her personal donations, brought some improvement in the general material
condition of the schools and, a c c e s s o r i l y, in that of their sanitary installations.

THE PREMISES

In September 1949, the clinic moved to more spacious, likewise rented quarters near by,
in the heart of the population served. H o w e v e r, more space was needed for the expanded
a c t i v i t i e s. At this juncture, the Swiss Friends of the Armenians (SFA ) , with whom the
Athens office had had frequent dealings, who were also very active in Beirut, offered the
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HKCC the free use of a property they owned in the same area and which had become
redundant through the reduction of their activities. This property, Emmanuel House,
consisted of a two-story, rather shabby building which had served as a home for the aged,
and an adjoining yard. The offer was accepted with gratitude. The upper story was still
o c c u p i e d , but the ground floor and the adjoining yard provided enough space for the social
center activities and for the play g r o u n d . The cl i n i c, h o w e v e r, remained in the rented flat.

In 1955, the SFA decided to sell Emmanuel House, first choice being proposed to the
H K C C. After some hesitation, Head Office took the option. The property was registered in
the name of the HKCC New Yo r k . The flimsy old building was pulled down and a new one
was put up consisting of two stories and a flat roof which could be used for laundry
p u r p o s e s. The ground floor became the center of all educational and social activities,
i n cluding the home economics classroom and kitchen and a stage for theatricals; the yard
was used as the ch i l d r e n ’s play g r o u n d , while the cl i n i c, waiting room, n u r s e ’s office and
storage space were moved to the floor above early in 1957. In the course of the ensuing nine
y e a r s, adjoining small properties were also bought, bringing the total area occupied by the
HKCC to slightly less than 10,000 sq. f t . w h i ch had cost roughly the equivalent of $35,000.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

The HKCC Beirut cl i n i c, or better, Child Health and Welfare Center, was often visited by
personalities and groups in the field of health and welfare. An AUB class in public health
would be led once each year to the center on appointment and given explanations about its
a c t i v i t i e s, objectives and methods. Beirut College for Women classes in sociology and social
work likewise visited the center quite often to be acquainted with the social environment.
Several students of these classes came regularly for their field work credits.

The World Health Organization representative in Beirut was also in frequent contact
with the director in connection with environmental sanitation problems.

The HKCC work also came to be known in government circl e s. In 1949, it was invited to
participate in a meeting of regional non-governmental welfare agencies held under United
Nations auspices; in 1950, to a social seminar of Arab states held in Cairo.

In 1967, the Jinishian Memorial Fund started operating in Beirut and A l e p p o ; the HKCC
directors and personnel were called upon to help the newly formed committee in its first
steps in the field of social assistance; they readily responded to the call.

Through its actions as well as through articles in Armenian papers signed by A n a h i d e
Tav i t i a n , the HKCC played an important part in acquainting the Armenian community,
especially the well-to-do category, with social work in general and as applied in the local
c o n t e x t ; and also with primary school attendance problems which had escaped attention.
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CH A P T E R 6 - LE BA N O N - AN JA R

( 1 9 4 8 - 1 9 7 0 )

INTRODUCTORY

Some time after the American University doctors and nurses had set the Anjar cl i n i c
going in 1940, its administration was transferred to the Near East Foundation (NEF). T h i s
a g e n c y ’s local director was Mr. Leonti Fe l d m a h n , a seventy-year old “ W h i t e ” R u s s i a n
g e n t l e m a n . The Beirut Clinic Committee had no responsibility for the Anjar cl i n i c, e v e n
though both clinics were being financed by the HKCC. The funds were channeled separately,
through AUB for Beirut, through NEF for A n j a r.

In 1950, NEF decided to withdraw from Lebanon. By virtue of an agreement between the
boards in New Yo r k , the HKCC took over the NEF responsibilities in Anjar together with
the ownership of the equipment. The transfer became effective February 15, 1 9 5 1 .

This meant the addition of the following activities to those under the Beirut directors’
a u t h o r i t y : the pediatric cl i n i c, malaria control, s a n i t a t i o n , milk marketing, recreation and a
ch i l d r e n ’s clinic in the near by Moslem village of Mejdel.

M r. Feldmahn as well as the half dozen employees now on the HKCC payroll would go on
managing the projects as in the past; the Beirut directors would pay weekly visits to confer
and to exercise overall supervision.

In 1961, M r. Feldmahn had to resign, after a very full career. His successor was Jo h n
Mesrobian who had the great advantage of being fluent in both Armenian and A r a b i c.

Significant happenings in the ch r o n i cles of the Anjar village during the period under
review were the extension of apple orch a r d s, w h i ch became an important source of income
for the village from 1960 on; the distribution of electric current through connection to the
public network in 1962; and finally at about this last date, the construction of a fine new
ch u r ch building replacing the earlier shanty.

THE ANJAR CLINIC

At the time of the transfer to the HKCC, this clinic was staffed with a resident physician,
a graduate nurse, and a practical nurse to assist her. During the years when the malaria
epidemic had raged, a resident physician had been a necessity; but by 1953, when the
general health of the Anjar population had returned to a “ n o n - e m e r g e n c y ” s i t u a t i o n , a
physician holding consultation hours three mornings a week was to prove quite adequate
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for the pediatric needs of a population of 5,000. The nurse, on the other hand, as well as her
a s s i s t a n t , had their homes in the village. In addition, a number of village girls were given,
one at a time, the opportunity of serving six months in the clinic so as to acquire elementary
notions and practices in nursing which they could then spread to their neighborhood.

Around 2,000 cases would be seen annually by the physician; the patient load consisted
of 500 odd babies and children under twelve.

Great stress had been laid, in the days when American University volunteers had served
the cl i n i c, on preventive and educational measures. The emphasis was maintained
throughout the succeeding years.

A maternity service had been started by the AUB volunteers and was continued by NEF.
A graduate midwife took charge of deliveries; she also held pre-natal consultations with
m o t h e r s. This service was continued under the new management.

The infant mortality in 1944, soon after the malaria epidemic, stood at 272%; by 1950, i t
had dropped to 87%.

In 1952–3, the practice was started by the clinic physician of examining the children of
the two Anjar schools for detecting conditions requiring attention; parents were informed
and advised to take measures, in the application of which the HKCC would participate.

In 1956, some social activities were initiated by Beirut Social Center girls for the benefit
of their Anjar sisters: dressmaking and needlework groups, cooking cl a s s e s, f o l k - d a n c i n g.
The remoteness of Anjar was the principal reason why these activities could not develop
into a coherent program as in Beirut. H o w e v e r, the ultimate purpose of raising the level of
motherhood in Anjar was also being pursued and attained in a good measure in the cl i n i c
itself through Dr. B. M i n a s s i a n ’s contact; he would give time talking and explaining to
m o t h e r s ; they did show signs, by the end of the period reviewed, of greater awareness in the
care of their ch i l d r e n .

MALARIA CONTROL; SANITATION

In 1940–42, the very severe malaria epidemic of Anjar had been successfully curbed
through the joint efforts of the Fr e n ch authorities, the A G B U, AUB and others. H o w e v e r,
there were still in 1948–50 isolated cases of the disease, and the menace persisted. M r.
Feldmahn had organized a system of close supervision of water surfaces in and around the
v i l l a g e. H o w e v e r, the sanitary control of the environment is, in the nature of things, t h e
duty of a public, rather than that of a private, b o d y. In 1954, following repeated approach e s,
the Ministry of Hygiene finally took over the responsibility for malaria control in the Beka,
the region wherein lay A n j a r. M r. Fe l d m a h n ’s team continued none the less supervising for
several years the village and its immediate surroundings.
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Water for the village was supplied through conduits from springs one-and-a-half mile
d i s t a n t ; at first there were only a few public fountains where women could come to fill their
p i t ch e r s ; but in 1951–52, the municipality was able to build a distribution network leading
to individual homes. Upon the municipality’s request, M r. Fe l d m a h n ’s team would, as far as
the budget permitted, ensure the maintenance of the system, in particular by cleaning the
l e aves and rubbish which accumulated on the surface of the reservoir in which the spring
water collected. In addition this team also kept an eye on irrigation canals, repaired any
damage and sprayed insecticide.

Garbage collection remained deficient; a cart and donkey with a driver were provided by
M r. Feldmahn for this purpose, but by 1955, only few housewives would take the trouble to
l ay aside the home refuse in a sack or a pail ready for the collector’s round. Even in later
y e a r s, no more than about one half of the housewives would pile up their refuse and deliver
it to the collector. As from 1962, the municipality assumed half the cost of this as well as of
all other the HKCC services in Anjar relating to sanitation.

MILK MARKETING

In 1947–48, there were an estimated 100–150 milk cows in A n j a r. M r. Feldmahn had
obtained through his NEF employers an appropriation of $3,000 from the HKCC for the
p u r chase of a truck to convey daily to Beirut, for sale at a better price than could be
obtained in rural surroundings, the milk produced by these cows. In November 1948, h a r d l y
300 pounds were being transported; for 1949, the daily average was 1,000 pounds; d u r i n g
the 1960’s, it reached a peak of 3,000.

Milk production was then the most important source of income of a large proportion of
the villagers until it was superseded by apple orchards in the early 1960’s. The number of
cows kept in Anjar rose from an estimated 150 in 1947–8 to 610 in 1954. In the 1960’s,
quality requirements became increasingly stringent. In 1966–67, an “agricultural extension
s e r v i c e ” was started by the HKCC for inducing producers to better feed and manage their
h e r d s ; to submit them to regular veterinary supervision; to apply artificial insemination.
Spot inspections were carried out in the barns for testing the purity and quality of the milk
at the source. Cooling and storing installations were set up at the collecting center.

A number of agencies—President Harry T r u m a n ’s Point Four Program in the 1950’s, a n d
later the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UNFA O ) , a Danish dairy
mission and the Lebanese Ministry of A g r i c u l t u r e ’s services—were all very helpful to the
HKCC in its endeavors to benefit Anjar milk producers.
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RECREATION

In 1948, M r. Feldmahn was able to obtain a small appropriation from the HKCC through
NEF enabling him to pay the salary of a young teacher in Anjar for leading a modest
recreation project. In the parish school premises, this leader would guide and supervise,
several afternoons and evenings in the week, a few dozen children occupying themselves
with outdoor games and sports, hobbies and handicrafts. However limited in its means and
p o s s i b i l i t i e s, a change in many Anjar children could be noted, according to Mr. Fe l d m a h n ,
after two years’ operation: “They were more sociable, less self-centered, more disciplined and
m u ch cleaner” . The project was terminated in 1964, as the leader was no longer av a i l a b l e
and other possibilities of recreation became available in A n j a r.

THE MEJDEL CHILDREN’S CLINIC

Mejdel was the nearest village to A n j a r. It lay two miles to the south west, had a
population of 3,000, all Moslem Sunnites. NEF had started a rudimentary cl i n i c, p o s s i b l y
with a view to “ b a l a n c i n g ” the favors bestowed upon Anjar with some benefit to the near by
indigenous population; so as to forestall in a measure any possible feelings of envy. T h e
HKCC had the choice of refusing to take over this project, but considered it wiser not to.

The permanent personnel consisted of one resident graduate nurse midwife and a village
woman helper. The only medical presence was that of the Anjar physician on two afternoons
a week—reduced to one in 1954. During the week, the graduate nurse would receive the
mothers with their babies, e x a m i n e, diagnose and administer the treatment according to
her best judgment. For cases which she judged beyond her, she would advise the mother to
return on the doctor’s next consultation day. If she thought the case urgent, she would
instruct the mother to take the child to the earliest medical consultation hour in A n j a r.

1,300–1,500 cases were seen annually by the doctor in about one hundred sessions. T h e
nurse-midwife would deliver seventy to eighty babies during the year.

Because of the language barrier and of the remoteness of the village, the Mejdel cl i n i c
program could not be much developed. Its principal value resided in the permanent
presence of a graduate nurse. In 1968, the HKCC temporarily turned over the Mejdel cl i n i c
to a Swiss Evangelical Mission, p aying an annual compensation equivalent to the last full
y e a r ’s operating expenses. The mission provided a graduate nurse who commuted daily from
A n j a r. The doctor remained unch a n g e d . The clinic was thus re-activated. Alterations were
made in the premises and running water was brought in.
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CH A P T E R 7 - SY R I A

( 1 9 4 8 - 1 9 7 0 )

FIRST MEASURES

It was once again L. Z e n i a n ’s helpfulness and excellent contacts with A r m e n i a n
communities which enabled the Tavitians to find a director for Syria who was to serve the
HKCC most devotedly and effectively during over thirty years (1949–81), until his untimely
d e a t h . Thanks to Kevork Nersoyan, the HKCC was to develop in Aleppo a program, m u ch
less extensive than in Beirut, but fully coherent. Of the two HKCC activities operating in
Aleppo in 1948, the soup kitchen for school children was terminated in 1949.

‘ANONYMOUS DONOR PROJECT’

This was the second HKCC involvement in A l e p p o. It was to continue being administered
by the committee formed by L. Z e n i a n , with the Tavitians as advisers and consultants. T h e
newly appointed HKCC Aleppo director was elected member and secretary of the committee.
In this capacity, he was to assume many of the tasks entailed in implementing the program.

Upon the taking over by the HKCC of a ch i l d r e n ’s cl i n i c, the mothers under the
Anonymous Donor sponsorship were instructed to refer their sick children to the cl i n i c
p e d i a t r i c i a n . The cost of prescriptions and treatments would be assumed by the committee.

E a ch year, for the renewal of the list of beneficiaries, the committee members would
spend hours of their free time visiting needy families in view of the final selection of the
w o r t h i e s t . S u ch dedication as theirs would hardly have been met with in Beirut; t h e
tradition of voluntary welfare work had remained much more alive in the Aleppo A r m e n i a n
c o m m u n i t y.

In 1953, a very full report of three years’ activity was prepared by the committee and
sent to New Yo r k , where it was shown to Vartan Jinishian himself. His interest was aroused
and he was moved to increase his allocation. This enabled the committee to raise the
number of children beneficiaries from fifty-seven to seventy-five. The project could now no
longer be considered a measure of emergency. it had become a permanent institution; a s
s u ch , it deserved a constructive and educational feature. A mature woman was engaged to
regularly visit the beneficiaries’ homes and instruct the mothers—usually of low
educational standard—in the better use of the food products given out and in the better
management of their home.
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In the early 1960’s, economic conditions deteriorated, leading to a rise in the cost of
l i v i n g ; the number of benefiting families had to be reduced in 1963; but five years later the
budget could be raised sufficiently to allow an extension of benefits to provincial towns. U p
to thirty-five widows with children in Damascus and Kamishli were added to the sixty odd
of A l e p p o. H o w e v e r, Ke s s a b, a community which unlike all the others, had never been
u p r o o t e d , refused a proposal of assistance; the leading men asserted that the community
would never leave a widow unprovided for. Neighborly feelings of solidarity had not been
warped in Kessab by deportation and dependence.

A ch r o n i cle of the twenty years’ activity of the Anonymous Donor Project was prepared
by the Aleppo director in Armenian and published in 1970.

THE ALEPPO CHILDREN’S CLINIC

In December 1948, a ch i l d r e n ’s cl i n i c, financed for only a limited period by a wealthy
A r m e n i a n , was taken over by the HKCC from the committee which operated it, just as the
term of financial support was coming to an end. This clinic was to become the HKCC’s ch i e f
locale in A l e p p o. The personnel consisted of a Beirut Fr e n ch Medical Faculty graduate
p h y s i c i a n , a graduate nurse and a maid. The rented premises were large enough to provide
space for the Aleppo director’s office. Both the personnel and the premises were maintained
under the new management.

In 1949, a young woman with two years’ secretarial experience was engaged to relieve
the graduate nurse of clerical duties. Another young woman, well acquainted with the
c o m m u n i t y, was engaged for home-visiting. She was briefed on the objectives and methods
of her task: means testing, ch e cking on serious cases and on the due application of the
p e d i a t r i c i a n ’s prescriptions, elementary instruction in baby care and home management.
The families to be visited were indicated to her by the pediatrician, to whom she would
report her findings. The yearly number of home visits varied from 200 to 600.

In the full years after the HKCC had taken over the cl i n i c, the number of individual
cases yearly seen by the pediatrician would fluctuate between 1,800 and 2,500; of total
number of visits to the cl i n i c, between 5,400 and 6,700; of treatments applied in the cl i n i c
by the nurse, 600 to 1,900; of free medications issued by the pediatrician to the mothers for
their ch i l d r e n , 150 to 1,900. About one fourth of the patients applying to the clinic were non-
A r m e n i a n , mostly Moslem.

The peak in the clinic activity was reached in the years 1956–57; t h e r e a f t e r, the number
of visits gradually decreased, due mainly to the slow but steady emigration of A r m e n i a n s ;
by 1965, an estimated 10–15% of them had left the country. This movement was caused by
deteriorating economic conditions and increasing restrictions on community activities.
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The physician and an assistant would, every year in the spring season, visit the
Armenian schools to vaccinate their pupils against typhoid fever, quite common at the time
in A l e p p o. The vaccine was furnished free by the Syrian medical authorities. Virtually the
whole Armenian school population of Aleppo—over 9,000—was covered by this program. A n
outbreak of cholera in the Middle East, in 1966, led the clinic team to vaccinate the ch i l d r e n
and adult inmates of twenty-five Armenian sch o o l s.

JOINT AGBU-HKCC FEEDING PROJECT

The discontinuance of the soup kitchen project for school children should not be taken to
mean that these no longer needed extra nourishment. Many of them would come to sch o o l
on an empty stomach . H e n c e, in December 1948, a breakfast began being served every
morning during two to three winter months to over 400 selected children in eighteen sch o o l s
of the city and its suburbs. The milk, in powder form, was a gift of the AGBU New Yo r k
Ladies’ Committee; sugar and crackers were provided by the HKCC. The HKCC also paid
two supervisors’ salaries. Responsibility for the distribution, the mixing and warming of the
milk lay with an AGBU local committee member and the HKCC director, assisted by
volunteer AGBU ladies. The project was an immediate success. The donating ladies felt
encouraged to renew and increase their annual gift in the four succeeding years; so that by
1 9 5 4 , 1,650 boys and girls were benefiting from the project in twenty-six different sch o o l s.
A sampling showed a group taking this breakfast to have gained thirty to thirty-five times
more weight during the period of observation than a control group.

In the last two years, h o w e v e r, the initial enthusiasm had wa n e d : the burden was proving
too heav y, both on the HKCC personnel and on the volunteers. The project was discontinued
in 1955.

EYE DISEASE CONTROL IN ALEPPO SCHOOLS

During the Tavitians’ very first visit to A l e p p o, their attention was draw n , among various
n e e d s, to that of combating the eye diseases widespread among Armenian ch i l d r e n . I n
October 1948, they were introduced to an ophthalmologist, D r. Robert Je b e j i a n , who wa s
particularly well informed in this field and was willing to cooperate in an eye disease
control project under the HKCC management, to be undertaken in Armenian sch o o l s.

Starting late in 1948, a practical nurse, who had earlier been trained by Dr. Je b e j i a n ,
would visit the schools to treat with eye drops children previously diagnosed by the
specialist as having trachoma (30–40%) or some other eye disease. For four years
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c o n s e c u t i v e l y, this procedure was applied to a growing number of pupils: up to 2,000 in
thirteen sch o o l s. At the end of the school year, 40% of those treated were found no longer
needing treatment. At the close of the four-year period, the improvement in the condition of
eyes was considered justifying the termination of wholesale treatment; t e a chers were
briefed on the symptoms to be observed and were provided with eye drops to apply if and
when needed. A ch e ck by the doctor three years after mass treatment had ceased showed
the improved condition to have persisted.

An attempt was made, with only partial success, to extend the treatment of eye diseases
to the children of Armenian schools in provincial towns of Syria: R a k k a , D e i r- e z - Z o r,
H a s s i t ch e, K a m i s h l i . In this latter town, t r a choma was particularly rife among the ch i l d r e n
of a Kurdish tribe in the process of recovering its Armenian ethnicity, after having been
forced into Islam a few generations earlier. The prevalence of eye disease was explained by
their extremely primitive living conditions.

Vision-testing was also given some attention. Only two or three schools in Aleppo took
the trouble, h o w e v e r, to use the chart with Armenian characters which Dr. Jebejian had
personally prepared and had had printed for distribution in Armenian schools of the
D i a s p o r a .

As will have been noted, eye disease control by the HKCC in Aleppo schools was not to
attain the degree of elaboration of the Athens and Beirut programs.

THE CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN SCHOOL DENTAL CLINIC

In 1963, the HKCC and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (CGF) came to an
agreement whereby the HKCC would set up and manage a Dental Clinic for school ch i l d r e n
in Aleppo with funds furnished by the CGF. A preliminary examination by the dentist of
1,300 children below age fifteen had shown the sorry state of their teeth; few of them were
without caries; and yet, only seven out of those 1,300 had ever been taken to the dentist.

The clinic started operating in Ju l y. In the subsequent full years about 140 sessions
would be held; the number of children seen and treated rose to 400 odd, the number of
treatments to 1,200. An indication of the progress made by children in their willingness to
submit to the dentist’s care is the steady increase in the number of cases he was able to deal
with in each session: from an average of 6.2 in 1964, to 10.2 in 1967, to 17.5 in 1970.

THE ALEPPO PROGRAM’S PRECARIOUS POSITION

Throughout the twenty and more years covered by this ch a p t e r, there prevailed in Syria
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a climate of instability, if not insecurity. The juntas in power changed four or five times
during this period. S u ch instability could hardly favor economic well-being, particularly in
the lower cl a s s e s.

The resulting discontinuity of contact between the Aleppo and Beirut Directors and the
infrequency of the latters’ visits to the Aleppo activities prevented expansion of the
p r o g r a m . If these were able to proceed and develop as they did, that was entirely thanks to
the absolute reliability and unsparing efforts of the Aleppo director, Kevork Nersoyan, a n d
to his ability to get along with people.

The HKCC never had any legal recognition in Syria as it had in Lebanon; three to four
applications were filed at different times, with successive regimes; nothing came out from
any of them. N e v e r t h e l e s s, typhoid and other vaccines were issued to the clinic by official
health authorities and the HKCC clinic was able to have a stand at an exhibition in
Damascus in 1954; these were taken as signs of tacit recognition.
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Brummana, Lebanon, 1960.
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CH A P T E R 8 - TW O PR O J E C T S I N CO O P E R AT I O N

LE BA N O N A N D SY R I A

( 1 9 4 8 - 1 9 7 2 )

INTRODUCTORY

A resume of the HKCC’s history would be incomplete without a review of two important
welfare ventures carried out in Lebanon and Syria in close cooperation with organizations
engaged in related fields. Instances of such cooperation in Greece were mentioned. T h i s
aspect of the HKCC’s activity became equally significant in Lebanon and Syria.

TUBERCULOSIS DETECTION AND FOLLOW-UP

HKCC workers had noticed in the course of visits to homes in Aleppo on various
o c c a s i o n s, some cases of TB patients in whom the disease had been arrested after
hospitalization in the Azounieh Sanitarium in Lebanon, but in whom there was now danger
of relapse due to unfavorable living conditions in the family. This was brought to the
attention of the sanitarium management. In 1956, an agreement was concluded with them
by the terms of which the HKCC undertook to initiate and supervise, both in Beirut and in
A l e p p o, socio-medical follow up action by a graduate social worker whose salary would be
paid by the Azounieh committee.

Operations having been delayed by the civil war of 1958, it was not before 1959 that the
service could be started. A very useful link was thus established between the patient,
his/her family, the sanitarium medical director and the Beirut anti-TB center. This center
had recently been endowed, through the World Health Organization, with up-to-date
equipment and trained personnel. A graduate social worker was engaged for Aleppo as well,
where an anti-TB center was also in existence. The result of these actions was a greatly
reduced proportion of relapses and of treatment interruptions due to patients’ premature
and unauthorized departures from the sanitarium. In the mid-1960’s, new drugs were
introduced by which TB could be treated with much reduced periods of hospitalization. T h e
social workers’ task would then consist in ensuring that the patient regularly came to the
anti-TB center to submit to his/her prescribed treatment.
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RE-H O U S I N G PR O J E C T S

INTRODUCTORY

In 1952, Leila Karagheusian had been deeply shocked by the sight of the slum living
conditions of Armenian refugees in the Karantina settlement, right within the Beirut city
l i m i t s. In her interview with President of the Republic, Camille Chamoun, in 1954, a n d
again in 1956, she had brought up the problem of rehousing these refugees. She had added
that she herself was ready to contribute a considerable sum, though certainly by far not
enough for an undertaking of such magnitude. The president had insisted that it was up to
the Armenian community in Lebanon to plan and collect funds for this purpose. As a result
perhaps of some hint or pressure on his part, a Central Re-housing Committee was set up
by the Beirut Prelacy early in 1957. This committee proved unable to raise money, or to take
any concrete step, mainly because of the strong opposition to the Armenian Church
h i e r a r chy bred by the 1956 Catholicate election.

In May of the same year, the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (CGF), w h i ch had recently
been set up in Lisbon, sent representatives to inquire about the needs of the A r m e n i a n
community in Lebanon. When told about the slum problem and the Prelacy Re-housing
C o m m i t t e e, the CGF expressed willingness to contribute £50,000 (ca. $140,000) towards the
solution of this problem, subject to their approval of a layout of the buildings and of a plan
for the management of the project; the body in charge of management to be recognized by
the government and to comprise representatives of the CGF and of all community currents
of opinion.

After a few months, the Prelacy Re-housing Committee submitted to the CGF a lay o u t
and a management plan according to which it was to be the sole decision taker; neither the
CGF nor any outside party were to have a say. The CGF rejected the proposal. A deadlock
r e s u l t e d , also partly due to the civil war of 1958.

In 1959, as a means of resolving the deadlock , the CGF approached the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), with which it had had dealings in connection
with other housing projects elsewhere. UNHCR proposed to entrust implementation to the
Swiss Friends of the Armenians (SFA ) , an organization wholly outside Armenian political
currents and acceptable to all. It turned out, h o w e v e r, that SFA could not itself purch a s e
l a n d . Long negotiations followed. Fi n a l l y, S FA formed a distinct body which was recognized
by the government in 1965; this was the EHLAN, acronym for the Fr e n ch wording of
“Mutual Aid Association for the Rehousing of Needy Lebanese A r m e n i a n s ” . This body wa s
made up of representatives of SFA , U N H C R , of the donating agencies and a legal adviser;
the ex-officio president was the SFA director in Beirut.
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Leila Karagheusian, who was to contribute through the HKCC $280,000 to the project
h a d , by 1963, been so disappointed by the delays incurred that she attempted a
b r e a k t h r o u g h . She came that year especially to Beirut to initiate negotiations for the
p u r chase of a plot, hoping that the availability of land, an essential factor of the project,
would precipitate action. It did, in fact, though not quite in the way she had anticipated.
Catholicos Khoren and his immediate counselor, K h a t chig Babikian,Esquire, President of
the Armenian Community Lay Council and Armenian Deputy to the Lebanese Pa r l i a m e n t ,
stepped in upon hearing of Leila’s venture. She agreed with them to bear the entire cost,
$420,000—to be channeled through the HKCC—of a second re-housing project to be
implemented by the Catholicate for the construction of one hundred apartments for
Karantina Armenian refugee families and for the management of the new settlement
created thereby. Thus was constituted in 1965 the HABEAS Committee (HABitat Et
ASsistance) composed of the Catholicos as president, Maitre Khatchig Babikian, K h o s r o v
Ye r a m i a n , AUB professor of engineering, and Noubar Tavitian representing the donor. A
special decree, of March 1967, authorized the Catholicate to build low cost housing and
receive contributions to this end.

PROJECT ‘A’

The EHLAN Project (“A”) though earlier conceived than that of the Catholicate, had a
m u ch heavier administrative structure; it was much more subject to internal frictions, a n d
was hence slower in its operations. In 1966, a Swiss project manager was appointed who wa s
to take matters well in hand; his salary was paid by SFA , but he was subject to the EHLAN
C o m m i t t e e. After the architect and the contractor had been engaged, a piece of land about
18,000 sq. m . was bought in 1965, in Rauda, in the suburb of Bauch r i e h . L ayouts were
p r e p a r e d , discussed at length and approved early in 1966. A building for a social center wa s
also provided, the cost of which would be partly supported by SFA . The building permit wa s
obtained in May 1968. Thereafter construction proceeded quite rapidly under the
supervision of a technician supplied by a German overseas technical assistance
o r g a n i z a t i o n . The apartments were completed in 1971; the formal unveiling ceremony of a
commemorative plaque took place in June 1972, in the presence of Leila Karagheusian. B y
the end of the year some fifty families had been settled by social workers. The project
m a n a g e r, M r. H u p f e r, was particularly active in preparing the carefully selected occupants
for a mode of collective living entirely new to them. Social activities were initiated under
the direction of a graduate social worker who had been engaged at an early stage, in 1970,
and gone through some preparation for her task.

From a report by Mr. Hupfer for 1977, the following particulars have been gathered
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showing the stage of development which the project had attained: there were in all 132
a p a r t m e n t s, about thirty having been added to the original number thanks to donations
obtained from various sources, i n cluding some German and Swiss organizations. There were
also fifteen workshops being operated by the inhabitants, mostly cobblers and tailors.
Monthly repayments varied according to the size of the apartment, between sixty and
ninety-five Lebanese pounds; only two thirds of these dues had been collected in 1977.

PROJECT ‘B’

The purchase of land for this project was much delayed by long-drawn-out negotiations
for buying the very plot on which the Karantina shacks had been erected. This hav i n g
finally proved non-feasible, a 15,000 sq. m . piece of land was bought in December 1965, a t
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“EHLAN” low-cost housing project, Raouda, Beirut, June 29, 1972.
Left to right: Anahide Tavitian and Mr. Werner Hupfer, Director of project;

Mr. Leslie Goddyear, Deputy-Director United Nation’s High Commissioner for
Refugees; and Miss Leila Karaghuessian.
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Fa n a r, in the suburb of Jdeidi, not very far (about half an hour’s walk) from the Project A
s e t t l e m e n t . After the architect and contractor had been selected through a bid for tenders,
and layouts had been elaborated and submitted, a building permit was applied for and
obtained in September 1967. In November, the Catholicos presided over a cornerstone
l aying ceremony in the presence of 150 guests including high government officials.
Construction work was terminated by early 1969. The endless formalities and dealings with
government departments, the documents that had to be handled for full possession of the
l a n d , were all successfully negotiated by the law office of Khatchig Babikian, E s q u i r e.

The selection of families resulted from exhaustive investigations by social workers.
Priority was given to families whose shacks had burnt down in fires which had raged in the
Karantina settlement in February 1965, and again in May 1968.

Leila Karagheusian donated $70,000 in 1968 for the construction of a 400 pupil primary
s chool building alongside the apartments. The school was named, in memory of her father,
the “Mihran Karagheusian Sch o o l ” .

A survey of the HABEAS settlement dated February 1980, indicates that by that date,
the total number of apartments in the settlement was 193 with a total population of 1,200.
The additional apartments had been built through donations and through the proceeds of
monthly repayment dues. Leila Karagheusian’s total contribution to HABEAS had reach e d
$942,000 (1977).

GENERAL

Both settlements suffered serious damage during the fourteen years’ fighting which
started in 1975. The resulting breakdown of the country’s economy, transportation and
public services seriously hampered the consolidation and the development of both
c o m m u n i t i e s.

In July 1968, in an official ceremony held at the summer residence of the Catholicate,
Leila Karagheusian was awarded the decoration of the “Lebanese Order of the Cedar”,
O f f i c e r ’s rank, for valuable services rendered to Lebanon, by the Minister of Planning and
Social A f f a i r s, Joseph Najjar. The three members of the HABEAS Committee also received
this decoration, K n i g h t ’s rank.

Noubar TAV I T I A N
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Miss Leila Karagheusian, who has been the
President of the Foundation since 1933, a l way s
visited the field as often as possible. H o w e v e r, t h e s e
trips were being more difficult to make and, a f t e r
the last trip to Lebanon and Syria in 1972, it wa s
decided to employ an Executive Director, to oversee
the work in the field and the administration of the
head office in New Yo r k . In 1975, D r. Wa l t e r
Bandazian was employed in that capacity and
continues to serve.

An Executive Committee of the Board of
Directors was established in 1987, to serve the
Board of Directors between meetings, in view of the
Foundation meeting only twice a year.

The Fo u n d a t i o n , in keeping with its stated
p u r p o s e s, provided health, medical and social
services to Armenian refugees and displaced
persons who had, for political and religious reasons,
departed their native lands for distant and safe
h av e n s.

The Foundation office in Greece, began to receive
refugees as early as 1975, from various countries
i n cluding Lebanon, Syria and Iraq. These persons
were in need of health and social assistance, and our office staff provided the necessary help
in making available visits to physicians and hospitals, as well as preparing the necessary
papers in order to have them legally reside in the countries or facilitate their emigration
from Greece. While the influx was relatively small between the years 1975–80, the situation
in Iran in 1981, precipitated a large number of Armenian Iranians to enter Greece, in search
of stability. This condition remained until 1995, when the Foundation terminated its work
in Greece, because of diminishing need.

In Germany, B e l g i u m , and Holland, thousands of refugees from Turkey became situated
in these countries, and the Foundation became instrumental in facilitating the needs of
these A r m e n i a n s. While the government of the countries mentioned provided governmental
health care, the people were disadvantaged in that they did not know the language of the
host countries nor the folkways and mores. The Foundation provided primarily social
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assistance in addition to Armenian language study, lectures regarding personal hygiene,
classes for expectant mothers, and adult language offerings. Social centers were established
in Cologne, B r u s s e l s, and A m s t e r d a m . While the work in Cologne and Brussels has been
phased out, the work in Holland continues. Hundreds of refugees have been assisted as a
result of the programs initiated by the Fo u n d a t i o n .

Since 1989, the Foundation has assisted A r m e n i a . Fi r s t , relief was provided after the
killer earthquake of December 7, 1 9 8 8 . The Foundation has also provided emergency relief
in providing kerosene stoves and fuel oil for the people of A r m e n i a . Since 1993, d e n t a l
clinics for children have been established in Yerevan and Gumri. It was in the Karagheusian
clinics that, for the first time in A r m e n i a , there was a preventive dentistry program for
children and, since 1993, thousands of children have been treated. In 1996, the Fo u n d a t i o n
will establish two additional clinics—in Goris and Stepanagerd.

The Foundation was able to make a difference in uplifting the welfare of the A r m e n i a n
people in Lebanon, S y r i a , G r e e c e, G e r m a n y, H o l l a n d , B e l g i u m , and A r m e n i a .

Walter C. B a n d a z i a n , P h . D.
August 20, 1 9 9 6
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L E BA N O N

As Mr. Noubar Tavitian approached retirement
in 1970, R e v. Robert Sarkissian, a Fr e n ch national
of Armenian descent, was appointed A s s o c i a t e
Director in July 1970 to gradually assume the
HKCC work. The transitional period from 1970 to
1973 went smoothly.

These last twenty-five years were years of unrest
in the region. In Lebanon, a bloody civil war started
in April 1974 and continued to October 1990.
Numerous areas of the country were destroyed.
During this period of continuous wa r, the life of the
population was highly disrupted, and emigration
weakened the communities. The Karagheusian
Centers made their contribution in an effort to
alleviate the sufferings of the impoverished and
distressed people.

ME D I CA L SE R V I C E S

The Pediatric Clinic maintained a high
attendance through the years with a range of 10,000
to 13,000 visits per annum. D r. Va h r a m
Ye n i k o m s h i a n , the pediatrician, headed the medical team. A second pediatrician joined the
medical team in 1987. The Pediatric clinic continued to focus its efforts on prevention and
e d u c a t i o n .

The anti-tuberculosis service, initiated in the sixties, was developed in cooperation with
the government’s anti-TB office and the Azounieh Sanitarium. This developed into a ch e s t
and respiratory disease clinic with the addition of a chest specialist.

In 1974, the medical services expanded its reach by establishing the following services:
• In 1974, the school health service was established. Two physicians with two different

teams examined regularly about 5,000 school children per year, providing them with
medicine and counseling. When the Armenian A r chbishopric of Lebanon canceled its
S chool Health Committee in 1978, it gave the HKCC a free hand for the medical
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supervision of its sch o o l s. The School Health Services of Karagheusian are used as a
model by the American University of Beirut, the Ministry of Health, and UNICEF.

• In 1977, a special room was equipped with up-to-date equipment to provide
ophthalmologic care to ch i l d r e n . The Christoffel Blinden Mission - Germany donated
the equipment. This facility was under the able guidance of Dr. Aram Baghdassarian.
The center serves nine to ten thousand school children annually. About 2,000 are
followed up by ophthalmologists or nurses.

• In 1982, the HKCC launched a dental care campaign that resulted in the
establishment of a fully equipped dental clinic in 1986. The clinic operates daily for
dental treatment and counseling.

• In 1987, the HKCC opened a gynecological clinic in the newly acquired building. T h e
office clinic operates under the supervision of the Gynecology Department of Hotel
Dieu Hospital. The HKCC gynecologic clinic has become a very popular place of
counseling and guidance for young mothers-to-be.

SO C I A L SE R V I C E S

The social services, w h i ch were established in the 1960’s, expanded after 1975 with the
worsening of the situation in Lebanon. Emergency relief in food, financial aid, assistance for
medical care, and hospitalization increased year by year until 1991. At times, the social
assistance budget took half of the total budget and reached even 75% during the hottest
years of the wa r. Six social workers did their best to alleviate the distress of the population.
New services were created to answer to the need: Emergency Relief, Wa r- Wounded Service,
S chool Social Service, Handicapped Services, Refugee Program,

Sponsorship Programs, and medical services attached to different hospitals, e t c. T h e
social center continued to develop its group activities. It offered to the community a range
of programs: Dress-making Sch o o l , C o o k i n g, Painting Embroideries, F l o w e r- m a k i n g, Fi r s t
A i d , T y p i n g, S p e e ch T h e r a p y, and Folk Dancing. These were organized and conducted by
p r o f e s s i o n a l s. From 1973 to 1977, summer camps were organized for hundreds of ch i l d r e n
with the active participation of the HKCC staff.

In addition to activities for young people, the center offered educational opportunities
through lectures to school directors, t e a ch e r s, and other adults.

The Karagheusian Foundation was alert in warning local authorities and families about
community issues and participated in different awareness campaigns and in different
programs of sanitation of public places and sch o o l s.

RE H O U S I N G PR O J E C T S—HABEAS A N D E H L A N
The Foundation kept an active participation in the committees of HABEAS and EHLAN
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rehousing projects. In HABEAS, the second phase of rehousing brought the number of
families relocated to about 200. A third phase of construction (1986-1992), due mainly to the
efforts of His Holiness Karekin II, H . E . K h a t chig Babikian, E s q u i r e, and Rev. R o b e r t
Sarkissian (forming the Habeas Committee), g ave shelter to 72 other new families. T h e
HKCC operated the Dispensary in Leilav a n , securing the daily presence of a social worker
and a nurse until 1994. After this date, only a social worker took care of the Dispensary. I n
E H L A N, the Karagheusian Foundation contributed to the budget by paying the full salary
of an administrator from 1984 to 1994.

The role of the HKCC as a catalyst for good relations and harmonious cooperation
between medical and social agencies of the community was maintained and reinforced for
the great benefit of all.

BE K A’S CL I N I C

In the Armenian village of A n j a r, B e k a ’ a , the attendance of the HKCC Pediatric Clinic
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decreased regularly during the last ten years due mainly to the improvement of hygienic
conditions in the village. The presence of the clinic with its nurses and regular bi-weekly
visits of the pediatrician are always appreciated and welcome.

In 1987, the School Health Service was extended to A n j a r ’s three schools belonging to the
different Armenian religious communities. The implementation of the school medical
s e r v i c e, the dental ch e ck - u p s, and the vision testing programs supplemented the services
rendered in the HKCC clinic and reinforced its impact and influence upon the population.

Besides the medical action, the milk marketing project continued under the
responsibility of the HKCC until 1975. During 1972-1973, in cooperation with the General
Directorate of Cooperatives and the Fr i e d r i ch Herbert Fo u n d a t i o n , the HKCC Directors
trained the farmers of the Beka’a, specially those of A n j a r, Mejdel A n j a r, Bar Elias, a n d
H a r a r a , in cooperative management. This training period resulted in the handing over of all
the Milk Marketing Project and its extension service to a newly formed farmers’
c o o p e r a t i v e, the Manager of which , M r. Jean Mesrobian continued to be employed by the
HKCC until December 1975.

The Milk Marketing Project under the leadership of the HKCC expanded and went up to
seven tons of milk collected and marketed daily from about twenty villages of the Beka’a.
These were most probably the best years of farming in the Beka’a Va l l e y.

The presence of the HKCC both in A n j a r, the Armenian village, and in Mejdel-Anjar, t h e
Moslem village, was a factor of peaceful cohabitation during the Lebanon wa r. Our clinic in
Mejdel-Anjar was and is always highly appreciated by the inhabitants of the area.

S Y R I A

As mentioned earlier, M r. Kevork Nersoyan, the charismatic Director of the HKCC
Syrian Branch , led the Pediatric Center of Aleppo and the Anonymous Donor Program in
A l e p p o, D a m a s c u s, and Kamishli for 34 years until his demise in 1981.

In October 1980, D r. Bedros Darakjian, the pediatrician in charge of the clinic since 1978,
was appointed Branch Director. The HKCC Center was moved in 1982 to a more appropriate
area in a district more populated by A r m e n i a n s.

The relocation of the center, together with the new management, facilitated the
improvement of the pediatric services and the creation of the social center. As of 1983, t h e
Pediatric Clinic developed its services implementing a well-baby consultation service, a
milk mother program, and an assistance program for medicines, t r e a t m e n t s, a n d
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s.

Parallel to the development of pediatric service, the social center of Aleppo launched new
a c t i v i t i e s. In 1982, a First Aid class was launched which became very popular. The main

FG77

HKCC_printed  11/9/12  4:23 AM  Page 77



problem was how to limit the number of participants
in this cl a s s. The same year started a dress-making
c o u r s e, followed by painting, f l o w e r- m a k i n g, a n d
embroidery classes that were highly appreciated by
the Aleppo Armenian community.

The HKCC also reached Kamishli, a city in the
far North East of Syria at the Turkish and Iraqi
b o r d e r. T h e r e, a few widowed families were helped
through the Anonymous Donor Program. In 1984,
the HKCC opened a pediatric clinic on the premises
of the Armenian A r ch b i s h o p r i c, aimed specially at
the medical supervision of school ch i l d r e n . T h u s, t h e
S chool Health Service of Kamishli developed regular
care of 1100 Armenian ch i l d r e n . In 1992, a dental
clinic was added to the pediatric cl i n i c, meeting an
important need in the community.

RE F O U S I N G PR O J E C T

The Anonymous Donor Program that helps
widowed families in Syria since 1946 continued its
annual support to about 60 families every year. T h e
help to families consisted mainly in essential food
provisions and clothes to the ch i l d r e n . T h e
rehousing program relocated 40 families from Zeytoun Khan, H u l u k , and Gurun Camp. A n
additional 50 families were rehoused with the cooperation of the Jinishian Memorial
P r o g r a m .

The Karagheusian work commands admiration and appreciation by its professionalism
and its impartial approach for the great benefit of the poor and the destitute.

Robert J. S A R K I S S I A N, M . d i v. , M . P. H .
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L E BA N O N

The Local HKCC Advisory Committee for
Lebanon reorganized in 1968 was composed as
f o l l o w s :

D r. Hovsep Ye n i k o m s h i a n C h a i r m a n
D r. Hagop Ya c o u b i a n Vi c e - C h a i r m a n
M e. H r a t chia Chamlian S e c r e t a r y
M r. Vahe Djazmadarian C o m p t r o l l e r
D r. Aram Baghdassarian T r e a s u r e r
M r s. Sylva  Karay a n C o u n s e l o r
Miss Marie Naltch ay a n
D r. Vazken Der- K a l o u s t i a n
M r. Melkon Hazarabedian

During the fifteen year war of Lebanon,
emigrating and departing members were
replaced with new ones:

D r. Harutune A r m e n i a n
M r s. Sossie Balian
M r. Hagop Demirdjian
D r. Zakaria Meguerian
D r. Steve Ye n i k o m s h i a n

H o w e v e r, in 1987 two or three members only
of this honorable team were living still in
B e i r u t . The Lebanon committee was then
reconstituted with the following members:

D r. Zakaria Meguerian C h a i r m a n
D r. Ropovt Chorbajian Vi c e - C h a i r m a n
D r. Antranik Manugian Vi c e - C h a i r m a n
M r s. Sossie Balian S e c r e t a r y
M r. Garbis Markarian C o m p t r o l l e r
M r. Mihran Shekerjian* T r e a s u r e r
M r. Vosgeperan A r z o u m a n i a n T r e a s u r e r
Judge Zohrab Ay v a z i a n * C o u n s e l o r
Me Noubar To u r s a r k i s s i a n
M r s. Arsho T u t u n d j i a n
M r s. Alidz Barsumian
M r. Melkon Hazarabedian † A u g. 9 4
D r. Harutune Yo z g a t l i a n † O c t . 9 4

S Y R I A

The Syrian Advisory Committee is formed
now as follows:

Father Augustine Ko u s s a n C h a i r m a n
M r. Krikor Bay t a r i a n Vi c e - C h a i r m a n
M r s. Hilda Chalghassian S e c r e t a r y
M r a . Suzan A p a r t i a n C o u n s e l o r
M r. Hagop Kassabian C o u n s e l o r
M r. George Ay n i l i a n C o u n s e l o r

A R M E N I A

The Local HKCC Advisory Committee for
Armenia is formed as follows:

M r. Kevork Baghdassarian
M r. Hovanes Bekmezian
P r o f. E d ward Garabedian
M s. Gohar Haratunian
M r. Ardashes Hovannesian
M r. M i chael Kushak;ian

FG79

L O CAL A DVISORY COMMITTEES

* Deceased

HKCC_printed  11/9/12  4:23 AM  Page 79



AR M E N I A

Ye r e v a n
Dental Clinic - Yerevan (Children to age 15) - 12,023 children examined and
t r e a t e d .

G u m r i
Dental Clinic - Gumri (5 months) - 4,848 children examined and treated.

LE B A N O N

B e i r u t
Child Health Center - 11,268 visits by patients.
S chool Health Service - Elementary Grade - 4,040 children examined.
Ophthalmological Service - Schools - 7,465 children examined.
Dental Clinic - 2,728 children examined and treated.
Obstetric-Gynecological Service - 1,102 consultations.
Family Service - 3,723 cases seen.
L e i l avan Clinic - Habeas Social Service (Housing Project "B") - 3,593 visits.

A n j a r
Child Welfare Center - 1,164 visits.
S chool Health Service - 317 students examined.

M e j d e l
Child Welfare Center - 942 visits.

SY R I A

A l e p p o
Child Health Center - 4,026 visits.
Dental Clinic - 3,929 visits.
S chool Health Service - 4,744 examined.

K a m i s h l i
Child Welfare Center - 896 visits.
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