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FOREWORD

he seventy-fifth anniversary of the Howard Karagheusian Commemorative
Corporation offers the opportunity to present to our people a review of its
social, medical, and educational services in the Middle East, Europe, and
Armenia.

The picture of its vast field of service is given in this booklet through its history, narrated
briefly by the Foundation’s Directors, and as exemplified by the statistics of one year (1995).
What is less tangible, yet more significant, is its mode of operation and its spirit.

The Karagheusian family has been the epitome of quiet and non-publicity seeking
service. The establishment of the Foundation was a distinct expression of noble human
kindness to turn a misfortune—the loss of an adolescent son—into goodness through
service, such as the gathering of orphans and giving them a “Home.”

This noble legacy was firmly upheld in its formative years and thereafter by Mr. and Mrs.
Noubar Tavitian in their direction of the Foundation’s activities in different fields and in
every country where the Foundation spread its service.

After Mr. and Mrs. Mihran Karagheusian, their daughter, Miss Leila Karagheusian
undertook the chief responsibility in the nineteen thirties due to Mr. Karagheusian’s
business demands. She proved to be the embodiment of modest, quiet, sacrificing, and
attentive efforts, always mindful of the needs of her people. She worked without
discrimination, with highly demanding standards, which became the hallmark of her
governing bodies and her staff. The centers of the Foundation became exemplary on an
international level and served as centers for training in social work. They became models
and recognized by governments as such.

Thus, in a short period of time, the Karagheusian Foundation widened its enterprise for
orphans, establishing preventive and treatment centers for health and nutritional
provisions for needy children. It established residences in Athens, Syria, and Lebanon;
organized summer and evening classes in language, typing, home economics, dressmaking,




and art for children who had not been able to complete school. These courses yielded double
benefits of employment and improvement of living standards of poverty stricken families.
Dr. Karam Harfouche, Professor of Medicine at the American University of Beirut during
the fifties wrote that the social life and health of the heavily populated lower class of Bourj
Hamoud indicated a marked improvement in the quality of the life of the Armenians
compared to their non-Armenian counterparts due to the services of the Karagheusian
Foundation. Here it must be noted as an aside, that the Foundation has always welcomed
and assisted needy non-Armenians as well as Armenians.

Today, Miss Leila Karagheusian, at an advanced age, derives a deep satisfaction from the
Foundation’s efforts in a new field of service. That new field is Armenia, where four dental
clinics, in four different cities, including one in Artsakh, operate with state of the art
equipment and with devoted and capable staff members providing needed dental care for
5-15 year old Armenian youngsters. The demand for care at the clinics is so great that it
takes several months to obtain an appointment. The clinics are also utilized for in-service
training of local dentists in Armenia.

Leila Karagheusian, with the grace of her more than nine decades of life, brings her
attentive presence to the administrative work and meetings of the Foundation’s governing
bodies, inspiring alert, enthusiastic, and caring service, without publicity. It was in this vein
that characteristically she did not accede to requests for public observances of the seventy-
fifth anniversary of her Foundation.

We offer this booklet, on the occasion of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Howard
Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation, as a memorial to the Karagheusian Family and
the Karagheusian Foundation, with sincere pride, pleasure and appreciation, and to provide
the Armenian people with a glimpse of what they may expect from the Howard
Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation in the decades ahead.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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LUVU AU

wnippn GwpwyktoqbiwG Showwnmwyh ZhvGupyphG bopw GuwunGARhGquitwyp pu-
phwywnti wnpep YpGdwyk vtp dnmnympnhG GeipyuiwgGbpm wlnp pGYtpwihG,
wnnnewwwhAwlwi U Yppwlywb sSwnwimembp UhshG Unubtiph, Gipnwyuwih L
ZuwgwunwGh Uke:

bp pnwpdwy dwnwmpebwi yuwwnytpp wiu qpeniyhG vke Yp wyyuwpgnih wlnp wGgbwih L
Gpywih wwundwlywiny' Awyppg Ytpwny Gyupuwgpmud ZhdGunpyh wnGopkGGtpnmiG Ynnuk, hpp
oppGwy dwnuwinn vty wwpmuwG (1995) YypGwywgpmptwl Jdp jwpwygmptwdp: unwq
dwwneth W uwyuwiG nyd Yupunp AwGgqwuwdwlpp ZhdGunpyhG gnpdtipm auG nmt nghG bG:

QGupulykoqbwlG qtpnuwuunwbn ppipinwugnidp tinwd £ mn dwnwympbwG: ZhvGunpyhG
Awuwnmwumnidp fuounitG wpunuwiwiumphtG £ dwmwihG wqlGprt pupniuywlG wnbtup phG—
ndpwhunnmemG vp wwwwlh quuyh dp Ynpnuwp, yipuwdh) dwnwympebtwl puphph, Auwiwpt]
nppbtip nt wGnGg wwp SMNhu:

Uiu ybf dwnwlgp wdnip wwhAntiguwtr Stp b SYyG. uvmwwp TGFwihptwGGipnt nGopkGni-
rphwdp ZhuGunyh gnpdnmGEmptwi qubGuwqui dwngbpmG vke U wikG Gpyph, mp LhuGwnyp
nwnpwdtg hp pwphpp hp yugdwinpiwG opewGhG ek wiGnftnle:

Stp U SyG. Uphipwl QSwpwlboqbwGlhpkG twp, tpp hptlg nnunpp Op. Lhjw Gwi-
pwytoqtiwG, unwGdbhg qrluwinp yuwunwuhuw GuwummpehG tptuntGului eniuyuGGapmG,
tnwt dwpuGugnmup Awdbiun, nin, gqnfiupbtip mn pdwhulnhp swbptpnt, vhon wlywbs nGtiny
hn dnmnynmpnhG YuphplGbpmG: Gnpdtig wnwlg funpniptwi, pdwiunhp dwywpmwyny, npnGp
Jwunquwiuou nwndwG hp ywpswwl gnpdwyhgGpmG bW ywowmoGhw GtnnG Awdwn: ZhdiGunp-
YhG YtnpnGGhpp nwpdwl ophGuytip dhpwqquiihG swipwGheny, U SwnwikghG pppu fw-
dwiuwpwGuwyuwl muwGnnGipm Jupdmptwi YanpnG' pGytipuwipG dwnwympbwi dwnghG vky,
whumphGGipnt Yynmuk GwGsgnitiin hbpp wnpwywp YanpnGGhn:

Uyuwku, Yunpgd wwnbGEG GuwpwlykboqbiwbG ZhuGwnyp plnwpdwlwd tp npptipnt juGwuwdw-
vwpmpbwi GinGupyp Awunwnbiny Yuphpwinp tpwhwGpm uGGnuwywi W wnnnow -
wwhAwywb wnghihy b pnidhy nwnpvw GuwumiGGbtn, yunmgthiny pGuwyupwuwbbbn Bpkipe, Uniphw
U LhpwGwG, yuguwtipwytiny wdwnbGuwihG b hphyGuwihG nwupbGpwgpitn nypmgugniny Yud
ptpmu - ywwnwGhGipnt  (tgnih, dhphGuapmpebwi, wnunGhG wmGunbumpebwb, &dtnwgnndh,




qbinwpnitiunmh JwunpqtipmG Jke: Uiu nuwuplGpwgplGhpEG plunn gniq pwphpGtp tnuG gqnpdh
wnwelnmmbp ywunmwGhGtin b pwpbjuil wyptpwytpwyp wnpwwnmphy wd Awdbunm pGuonwu-
GhpGtpny, wiGwku vp np thumGuyub pmwuGGbhpmG NEypneh UwWtphybwG ZwdwuwnuwGh
Adoyuwyuwl PwdwGumbGph nwuwpou Dr. Karam Harfouche Mmip& Zwunmwnph Awiwhnd
wn pwunhy, 2uwn Awdtiun nwuwwnghb pGyapwihG Yawlpht vwuhG juwmwpwd ntumd Guuh-
pmiebwl dEe Yn gnkp ph Awy AwdwyGphG Yawlph npuyp qquih puptijuwind Yp ywynbGwptipk
pwn nundwdp ns—-Awy npughGipnt 2GnpAht GwpwykoqbiwbG ApuGunyh dwnwympebtwG: @KL
ZhuGwnyp swlwgwd E dwnwit] Awympbwb, ywkwnp k thotip np hp nninp pug ywwd £ ny-
Aw) YuwpowntiwGipm Uu pGuwwGwuwpwnp Gnmuwqg dpwqptiw] 2touny:

Usyuon, Op. Lhiw GwpwytoqbwbG, hp jwnwowgbw) wmwphphlG, ingtywi jwikitw) gnfini-
GwlympemhtG vp mGh h wntu ZhuGupyhG dSwnwnpetwi Gnp nwwunhG, np ZwiwunwGi m
UngwhuG GG, U mp snpu wmwppbip punwpGhipn vk snpu nwpwiw GuunmGitn Yp qnpdtG
GnpuwgniG wmbuwyh Yuwuwqudwsdbtpny, Gnipptiwp U dthnGAwu wyw2wmolGEmptwdp, dwnuwitint
Awdwn 5-15 vnwpnt AwinpmhGbipnt wnwd Gipnt wnnn smpbwli wiGwyhuh pwiny vp, np Rwny
UYprwmy 7-8 widhu uyuwub]p dwdwnmmpebtwi pmwyuwGhG AwuGbinm Awdwp: hwpdw G-
umiGGtpp Gl Yp dwnwitlG phppb wwnwd GupnidGbipnm yapwwuwwnmpuwuwmnmudh YenpnGGhnp:

Lhiw QwpwlytoqttwG' hnp hGp wwuGwibwlyGlpp qpnn wlgGnn ompnyd hp wswinng
GipywympemGn Yp 2wpmbGuyt ptptp Jwpowywli gqnpdhc b Jwpowwh dnmnyGhpma,
GtpoGotiny  wpenG, wotunyd, pdwlulnphp dwnwymehtG, vh'2un nb twiG: Gguwku E np w6
spnwnuwetig npuk ApwwwpuwwihG Ginypeh bopw GuwumGAhGquitwyhG wnhpeny:

Zhnbwpwn, wu gppepmyp Ypadwinth ppple yinawdwnbwG Fwpwytoqtiwb CGunwGhphG L
Quwpwlytoqtiwb ZhdGunpyhG® YytipghGhG topw GwumGAhGgquitwyhG wnhpny, U Yp dwwnignih
utip dnmnympmhG* hpp Gwutpquip quihp wwuGwdbwyGipnm gnpdniGEmpebwG:

J4u.Muulv UUNUhv
ZUNPLNS  GUNMLUEO2BUL
8hcuU.Suuh ZhUuuMuh
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LETTER OF BLESSING AND OF APPRECIATION
FROM HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
TO
THE HOWARD KARAGHEUSIAN COMMEMORATIVE
CORPORATION

29th July 1996

Beloved friend
Miss Leila Karagheusian, and
Distinguished Members of the Board of Directors,

We were delighted learning that this year you will be celebrating the 75th anniversary
of the foundation of the Howard Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation and will be
publishing a book dedicated to the seventy five years of your continuous and bountiful
services to the needy people, particularly the children of our Armenian nation around the
world.

Here, in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, we first render thanks and glory to God
our Heavenly Father for the great gift He made towards His Armenian people through the
establishment of the Howard Karagheusian Foundation which in the last seventy five
years has been a real blessing for our people in different areas of human need.

We pray also for the heavenly rest and eternal bliss of the young Howard
Karagheusian in whose name the Foundation was created and also for the rest of the soul
of Mihran Karagheusian who made the memory of his son a source of goodness and
happiness for so many thousands of children who were deprived of happiness because of
poverty and sickness and other kinds of social evil and human suffering.

We pray to our Lord Jesus Christ for the good health and the highly deserved
happiness of Miss Leila Karagheusian who through personal commitment, wholehearted
engagement and enlightened leadership directed the work of the Karagheusian
Foundation for so many decades. Having personally known her, we would like to express
our unwavering admiration for the exemplary dedication she showed so magnificently and
magnanimously all through her life.

On this happy occasion we extend also our most sincere appreciation to Mr. Noubar
Tavitian and his devoted wife Anahide (now of blessed memory) for their immeasurable
contribution to the promotion of the work of the Howard Karagheusian Foundation for so
many years.

ok ok
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Dear members of the Board of Directors,

We warmly welcome your voluntary and most devoted part of vigilant work in the
carrying on of the mission of the Howard Karagheusian Foundation. Your personal
engagement is the tangible and eloquent expression of your love for and dedication to
your own Armenian nation. May God strengthen you all.

We have followed the work of the Howard Karagheusian Foundation from the early
years of our priestly ordination. We have seen marvelous work accomplished in Syria,
Lebanon, Greece and other countries in the Middle East. Today we wholeheartedly
welcome the work initiated and being carried on so efficiently here in our Motherland of
Armenia, in our new Independent Republic. The Karagheusian Foundation in our own
assessment has not only contributed towards the alleviation of the pain and the suffering
of needy people, but also has offered a highly significant contribution to the recovery and
redressment of our people right after the deadly blow that befell our whole nation because
of the genocide of 1915. The orphaned nation has been now converted into a self
respecting and respect imposing nation not only here in Armenia but in the whole of the
Diaspora. The time of despair has turned into a time of hope and determination for a
brighter future and for greater achievements. In this transformation process the name of
the Karagheusian Foundation will be written in golden letters.

As Catholicos of All Armenians here in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin we witness
in humble gratitude to God the growing pace of betterment of the life of our Motherland.
The seventy five years of so rich heritage in social service of the Foundation should be
pursued with ever-increasing advance in our own country where we find the new center of
focus as we have entered a new era of freedom, independence and democracy.

We urge you to continue to participate in the positive social change of our country and
people. The 75th anniversary should become a crowning and turn into a new era for future
growth of your invaluable services.

With that vision in mind, we convey to you our fatherly love and blessings and our
readiness to stand by you in all your commitments and activities for the future. May God
be your guide and the love of your nation be your drive and the happiness be your reward.

With love and prayers,

KAREKIN I

Catholicos of All Armenians
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Gpr OrLvNrEGLY UM LUNRLAPS GUMOLUEO2GULY LPU vB.MUh@bhv

Upwh wGfiiniG gninmGuympbwdp hdwgwlGp np 1996 wviwuphG 75-wdbwyb £ dwmppn Gwpwytoqtiwmb ZhdGupyni-
phwl YawlphG m dwnwympbwG:

Zwipwwbhunwwl wiu Opfiimptwi Sphpny gnfintpehitG m thwnp Ym wnwwbp Guwnmidng, np dbp dnmnynipmp wpdwGh
nwnénig hp Awrwpwywl YawbphlG vke mbGhGwint dwpnpwuppwlwb wiu v6d YuqidwltipyniehiGp, np dtip dnmpnympnhG
fiwdwn nwpdwt pwgmd pwphplbipm wnwwwfinu wnppip vp: Upnwnpl, pphuvmGbuwlwub dwppudwpemnp wwypnmdGhpk,
dwmmywihG wqlmwagnG gqqugniuGbpt b wqquihG GwliwGdwiubGnpnebil wnweGnpmmwd £ np Uhfipwi U Quuwk]
Qupwuwlkoqtwl wunp Yp APIGERG wyu hdGupympehiGp’ win Gwdpny wpunwiwinbpn pptGg Awiwwmpp wn Gunniwd,
hpiGg ukpG m dwnwympehiGp vbip dnmnympmpG W wyn Gwipny wlpwnwd wwhbim ppiGg Jwnwdbnhy quuyhG*
Zwnippunh shzwnwlp:

B whw GniG wyu Awitwwmpny m wnkuhppny Swpwytoqtwb hdGwpyniphilp topwlGwunbpfihGq wwphGhp 2wnpni-
Gwy Ut BnppkG vphGou SniGwuwwb, MnpukG vhGe Unippw U LhpwGwG AwrwwmwnpdopkG m whwfwubnpopki dw -
nuykig vtp dnpnynmmmpG' Yup hppuwnnp pGwnwlGhpGinmb Awg m wumb Awypwypbing, muwGnnGipniG pdoyuwywub uGwdp
nt uGniln wmwiny, AptwlnGtipnmG ntin m npupdwi quGhiny b AwuGtiny AnG, mp Ywup Ywphp, oqlimptwi Ywhy; nt
SwnwynpebwG Apwikp:

BopwlwumbpfihGq wwphGipnt YawlGplG m qnpdp Gwpwlyboqbwb ZhuvGwpymptwb Ywpth £ pGnpnotp wwpgq nu
funpmGYy kY pwnny' TUNUBNRE@DRU: Ugu ZhdGupympehbp sfuoutigut tpptip, wyl® qnpdtg. thwnp m wwwht
sthwnbtg, wyl® dwnwiig: Cwnwimphiip nwpdwr hp gnympebwli GuwuwwYp, hp gnpdhG Unhy nidp: Cwnwibhg wi
pnnphG' wnwlg funpmpbwi: Cwnwitg Ainm wikG whuwl nuuwpdwlyGhpk: M dwnwympbwG vke whuwr w6 hp
JwnpdwwmpniphGG n thwnpp:

Znu Y'niqblp Ywpunpmpebtwdp jhot, ek Ukdh SwGG Uphyphny Gwennhynumpbwi BUphihwuh vk AwunwndwG
pGpwgphG, Ywpnnhynuwpwih yipwhwuqdwtipydwi b Syptywbph AphdGunpmpbiwb dke v6d tnur GSwpwulykoqtiwb
pGuwGpphG dwnwimphiGp: Udbtpphyuwip ke nppw”G woluwwwlp wwphG UphfipwG W Upowly GwpuwykoqtiwGGtpp,
npwkuqgh uhp bup P hdpG yuwnmlywlnnm GGehihwuh nppwingp hnfuwGgnikp Uadh SwGG Upphyhny Qwennhynumpbw G
nt wunwlnwlywl n pwihwunwuwi dtip dnpnynipmp wiu AnnhG Yypwy Awunwnbtp Yphphypny Ywpennhynumpbwl nwpwinp
U. Upennp:

QupuyktoqtiwG ZhvGwpymptwi dSwnwimpebwli Jvke hp YinpnGwywl whnp L v&d ntipp mbGhgwt Op. Lkjw
Guwpwytoqtiwbp: Ny vhwilG wh vownkG Ativmubgwt LhuGwupympbwb jwiGwdwiwy qnpdniGEknmpbwb, wy] dSwnwmpbtwi
Gnp nwowbp m AnphgnGGtip pwgwt wGnp wngl: Ugunbtin Awpy £ jhotp wGfnG Gpwhinwghunipbwdp, LEjjwiwGh
dnnmnypnwihG wnmGhpnm dBd dpwaghpp, np hpwgnpdmbgwt tppwGlywippwwnwy npkG V. Gwennhynuh b Op. LEyw
Gupwykoqtwlh vhwgtw) Ghgtipnny: Uyuop Awlwnwly pp jwnwewghw) nwphphG, On. Swpwyktoqbwb GnyG uwlGnw -
Junmpbwdp m jwGdGwnmpetwdp Yp 2wpmbGuyt pp wGuwYwnpy pwdhGp phphp SwpulykboqtwG ZphuGwpynipbwG
wnmwywr winm woliwnwGpGipmG® ZwiwunmwGEG dhGsh LhpwGwG:

Ufiwiwuhy pphuunnGtbwlywG ApdniGpny m woqquwipG nhdwqhdny Ywnnyg dp, np dhwilG dtp dnmnympnhG ukp m
pwphp, inquwdmpehté m dwnwmpemb pwojutg W nwpdwe uhptih' wGlunhp pninphG:

T5-witwyh wiu AwGgpniwGhG, upnh ywpnp Yp qqubp wnwehb fAtipphG yhpwynstky jwikn whpwnwd jhawwnmwyp
Upfipwi u Quwuuwkp SGwpwlykoqtwlbbhpniG, npnGp npwku wtpGwpou yYYwympehtG@ hpkGg pphuunGbwywl  wdnip
AwtwwnphG U dwmlywihG m wgquihG wpdkpltipniG Gluundwdp hpklGg niGhgwd junp qghrnwlygniptiwG, AwumwnmtighG
pphunnGEwywl uppny m ynyuh, Awitwwmph m dwnwympbwi wiu Ywnnygp:

ZuypuwwbhunwlwlG opfitmphwdp m stipd uhpny Y'nnemGhGp Op. LEyjw GwpwlkoqtwbGp: RwpdpopkG Yp qGwhw-
whbp hp wGadGmEp SwnwmpemGp dyap dmnynmipnhG: W'wnoptlp wn Pwpdptwii Uuwnmwd, np phpkG 2GnpAE puwownnn -
onpehitGd m Gnpwlnp dwnwinpbtwdp ptinmG Gplwp Yhwbp:

ZugpuwlywG uppny Y'nmomGhGp ZhuGupymptwG AhG ek Gnp wGudwywGipp, wGopkGGEpG m wwowolGkmehilp, W
pninp wGnGp, npnGp wGglnn wwphGipnG uhpny m Gmppmdh Guwdpny hptGg wiphh mdwl npphG Swpwykoqtiwb
ZhuGwnynmpebwl dwnwinptwl quGdwGwyha vke:

@nn UnwpbwhG wwwgqwip uvhown mnbgnigp dGwy SGwpwlykboqtiwG ZhdGuwpympebwl pninp uywuwinpGipmG®
«&nginy tnwgkp, Stwnl dwnwikgkpy (LMAU. dR. 11) Guwnidny thwnphG W dtp dnpnynmmhpl Anqunp m w qquihG
Ytwbph dwnynmuhG Awdwn:

Nn9 1tpnip h Stp, qopwghw p 2Gnpfiop U. <ZnginiG U ywikwn opfltiwy h vkGe. UwWkG:

U.NrGU U. uuEN1huNU
Utdh SwGG Uh hyhny
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LETTER OF BLESSING AND OF APPRECIATION
FROM HOLY JERUSALEM
TO
THE HOWARD KARAGHEUZIAN COMMEMORATIVE
CORPORATION

22nd November, 1996

Miss Leila Karagheusian

President of the

Howard Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation
New York.

Dear Miss Karagheusian,

Seventy five years have elapsed, three quarters of a century of humanitarian work,
providing health, medical and social welfare to a great number of needy children by the
opening of pediatric centers and since 1993 opening dental clinics in Armenia.

Armenia today, more than ever before stands in dire need of such assistance, and we
are confident that this noble work shall go a long way in alleviating the plight of the
desperate children of our nation. There is nothing nobler than rendering assistance to and
thus inspiring hope into the hearts of God’s children and our fellowmen.

Countless souls in various countries have so far benefited from this noble organization
regardless of racial or religious differences, irrespective of any political affiliations. A
spontaneous, indiscriminate assistance, that knows no segregation whatsoever.

Your parents of blessed memory, the founders of this noble corporation, shall always be
remembered for their magnanimity of Spirit. Their names shall be perpetuated; their
whole-hearted assistance granted to needy children can never be forgotten.

May the Almighty shower his choicest blessings upon you, as the noble heir of this
humanitarian organization’s founders, Mr. & Mrs. Mihran Karagheusian.

May the memory of the untimely death of Howard be blessed forever, and may his soul
rest in eternal peace in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop TORKOM MANOOGIAN
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem
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LULNARLEPLS GUMrLYUEO0O2EULY LBLUSULSNREGULY
aNroNhobNrEeEly 75-LUGL3 3NAGLEUL. YR
U.MEhh

75-witwy gnpdniGkniphibG... Sphpk dvh wipnne nwp vhowm wilwntn, npuntn wkwp L
wunptip AprwlnhG, lGwdtp nppmyphG, wwywikG (hGhy dipdnitwdhbG nir pniwdhb, npwnbtin
wkwp E utpdwGhp pwphG, qtnkghyp, dwpnYuwihGp: G1 win wdpnne pGpwgpmu’ dhawn
wqqwlnmkp, vhown' waluwpfiny JvEYy uhmniwd Awy JwimyGhph ynnphG' npwyku AngwGwinp
nt wwywikG: UijuwyhuhG £ dwnippmm Guwpwtoqbwli Zwuwnmwuwmnipbhwi wnwpbiniphiGp, wiu-
whuhG E w2juwpfiny JvkYy pwphp uthnnn wiG puwsp, np wpnkG 75 wmwph wywwmniny nt
Awwpunipbwip Ypnmd £ wiG:

Zwnmppn SwpwlykoqbwbG ZwuwmwuwnniphiGp ApuGnmb] £ 1921 pmwlywGhG' uhi-Gnppmu:
pw ApdGuwnhp Uhfipwi QuwpwuwlyktoqbwbGp hp wiu Gwhiwdtnnpbiwdp Guywuwmwly £ niGhghy
jwitipdwgGhint hp Jwnwdtnhy dhwly npnnt' 14-wdbtw) Zwnippnh jhowwnmwlp: G gwihg
5GniGn wnwd wiu pwpbptp dtnGupyp wpnkG 75 wwph wnwphimpbtwi nt dwupnluwy-
mptwi (Muwwyuwlyny E qupmupnid jwnwdtinhly Zwnippnh wlGnilGp, nt wmwpkg-wnwnph
wend k£ win muwwuwlyp' GnpwGnp opfAlnmppiGGipny nt GpwhuwmhpGpny Aqopwgwd:
Ppwiwdp' jwiwgniG yjuntipdwgnidnp...

Cnipe 5 wwph k, hGy Jwnmppwn GwuwpuwlkoqtiwG wuwmwwmniphiGp hp dwpnpwuhpwlwG
gnpdniGEmphiGp wwpwdbk] £ Gl dwiwunmwbnd, Gwh' wnbwwinn, thwnny wGlwhumptwG
ntuwinp, pwig’ ndmwpphG GwGwwwnpfihG hp wnwohG pwithipp Ywwwpnn QwiptbGhpmu:
Swpwdb] ' h vh puptiny GniGwwphw wnwphiniptwl hp Awpniun thnpdp Mnpup nt dwnhqgh,
Uprkipeph mt Lwikwh, MEipnieh nt BiGEGwph Awijuwli qunpotwhbGtpnid: Uppgquwuwinn L
Gpw gnpdniGEniphiGp QwiptGhpnid: Unpph pwpéniGpnid guGninn dwiwuwnwbh Zwnippwn
Guwpuwlykoqbwl ZwuwmwwmniphiGp wighniGiphG AhwgdniGp E ywwGwnnid hp gnpdniGkni-
rhwi npwyny nt Juwguvwlhtpynmuwdniptwdp: Uwilulywi wwwdiGupnidwjwli dwnwini-
phiGp, np dwiwnwd E wiunmbtn, wpnkG pp dwubwahintinG niGh Sphidppnid, UnbtihwGw-
Yapwunid nt Snppunid: Ugn dwnwympepbtwl YynnphG gnpdnmd £ Gwl dh nmiphopt wnohYGuphG®
wutinGuagnpdmptwbG, puy vnwGbphG' phwinwgnndmpbwi wpnibunphG Awnnpnwyhg nwnp-
4GHING ninnniwd: Br wiuwmbtn Ep wyGwnnt GG wpnpiGpeGtpp: buly nppw”G dpwagptp Yuwb:
Pujuwwku nn° whuwhAdwG E pwphG, nt Gul wluwhdwlG E tnwlnG wiG dwpnlywbg, nyphun
wmkG 75 wmwph wwypnid GG pwpphGt Zwnippn Gwpwlkoqtw G Zwuwmwunnmptwi npooh
Ghppny: MnptdG, pnn puwqiuwwwwnynih nt pupgqwiwth Gpwlig ubipdwGwsd pwnhG, bW pwunh tppe
GpwlGg pwptptip nt wqquwublmkn dpwagnbknphG:

Ldwiywuwmwbih LubGpuytivnmpbhwG
Unnnpouyw finitphwi vwhiwpwpniphtG
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Lu.nerers 40.rouL0260.v 3hcBSUUDP
LLUSUSNrEEGLY 756-BLUGUL3 Nhib

Sppwih VwpnwuhpniehtGG nt RupbtgnpdmphiGp uvwhAdwGGbp sGG GwGwsniv: Zwy dnnn-
ynipnp 2wuwnm jwr ghwmk GpwGg EnmppiGp b Gwb dwpnwuphpwlwbi nt puptgnmpdww b Awu-
mwuniphtGGiph wpdunpnidnp:

TtwpwulygphlG Gphunpmppbiph jugdwtipuywd AwdwqquwuihG wnkwnhg thpynmuwd pupbwyibt-
np YhGuwuwuwidwGGbinp nt uymthwlpep quuiG wqquwuihG nit dvhowqgqquwihG pwgnid dwpnwuhpw -
YwG AwuwnwumiphtGGiph oqGnmpepbwdp, hGywku Zwijulywl PwpbhgnpdwlwG CGnAwGnip
UhniphtGp, UkhignGtwiG Uppwiwli Jwunwunniphip, Gwiniun UphnuwbhGiyhwi <hdGupyni-
rhiGp, Biwbiphywih UhupnGipuwlyw b CGYapniphiGp, LwidwgquihG U2wynipwihG CGYtapniphi-
Gp, Pwypngwukp SphyGwlGg dwpdwpwlp, dwy Oqlimpeptwi UhniphtGp, YwpnwG dhGh2twG
bnGwnp, UhuppwntiwlGg Unipuun-MNudpwibiuwi dwpdwpwlp b vnwulGbwly wyp ApvGunpud-
Ghp: LQwidwqquihG tpwhinwghunipbwi wpdwiuwgwd wiu yugqiwltipwyniehtGGiph 2wppmu
hnp mipniG wnbtnG niGh Zwnmppn GSwpwlkboqbtiwG Bhowwmwlh ZwunmwwmniphiGpt Jwpsww -
GonpkG hGpGmpniG, wqqwihG, Ypohwlwl U pwnwpwwhi YuqvwltinyniehtGitiphg wGywiu,
wil UhwiG wqquihG vhwulwlwbimpebwli pdpnGmdny, pninph Awlnktwy gnpdwygwlywb nhp-
pnpn2niiny vh Awunmwwmniehit, nph ApvGwnpiwi 75-wdtwlyh E wiu wmwph:

1921 pniwlywGhG vpt BGnppnid, Upfipwi b Quwk] GwpwlykoqtiwGbGtipp h jwitipdwgniu
ppthGg ywnwubtnhy npnpnt' Zwnippwnp thowwmwyh, ApdGnd GG Zwnippn SwpwlykoqtiwG 8h-
swwnmwlyh LwunmwnniphiGpt Awy dwimyGhiph mGuwdph U Yppmpbhwi yuqivwtipydw i Guuw -
nwyny:

Guwpukoqbwl Zwunmwunnipbwli gnpdniGEknipbhwi wnwehG 2p2wlp uluinid £ Mnpumu,
np 1921 pniwlywlGh OgnuuinupG pwginid £ Zwnippnm GwpwyktoqbwG SniGp U pp uGwdw -
Yuwinipbhwli nmwy £ yinglnid 2nipeg 100 ninwwmh Awy npptiph: UG nppwlng Ep, pwig Ynsimu
Ep SnmiG' Awy nppmyGhph pGunwGiyw b shpdmpehiG nt pwungpnphtG Aunnpnbint dhunnidny:

Gptip wiwph jhwnng, 1924 pniuwubhG, punuwpwwli wiGywuwn wywidwiGiph Ahunbwi-
pny uwlGlpp Ynjuwnmmd GG dDpwGupw, nip GpwuwlbGg GG vhwlnid Gl SniGwuwnwibhg
ptipniwd niph2 Awy npptip: Uggunbtin npptph Awdwp untindinid GG Yhgnipbhwl U Yppmetwb
pwiwpwn wywivwGbGbn b pGnpnmGiiny $pwlupuwlywubt Yppwjwi wywthvnwwbh dpwqghpp, pwig
wwhAwwGtiny Gulb AwibpEGh nwuwdwdvtpp, AhGg wwpniw) pGpwgpntd jupnnuwGnmd GG
Ypemetwl npuwyp pwupdpwgbit] $pwlupuyuwuwbi yhnmwwli wywhiwbGesitiph dywwpnwyhG, nph
Awdwp K1 1929 pnwwGhG $pwGupujubG YwunwywpniphiGp pwptpwunp Uphfipwi Swpw-
Ykoqbw GhG wwpguwwmpnid £ «LtdhnG wn’OGEop»h «Cywphk» 2pwGowbny:

1930-wlywl prnwlyuGitipphG LU Uv-h mGuntuwljwi 6qGwdwdh nmwphGtiphG Uhipwi SGw-
pwykoqbwlpn vtd Ghrpwlwli wiynuGtn Yptpny Awlntipd, Awuwnmwuwvmptwi $hghpwywb
wwwnmugnidGlipp wwwubkglitiny wlqwd, Ywpnnuwinid £ wwhiwwlb] GSwpwlykoqtiwbG SwG
gnimphiGp L 2wupniGuwyt] Awy dJwimyGhiph Yppwwi b wnnMerwwyw iwwwl uppwqub gnn-
dniGEniehilGp:

Uabth 2w gpwunniwd (hGhiiny pp mGunbuwwl gnpdniGkniphiGp pupbjwibtint juGnppGbh-
nny, Uhfipwi SGwpwlykboqbwlp 1933 pnwiwihG Gwuwpuwlykoqtiwb Jwuwmwunipbhwli UtGun-
pnGwywi JwpsmpbhwlG Guwiwqwih yupunmwjulimphGGipp hnfuwbGgnid E hp nuntp' ophnpn
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LEyiw GSwpwlykoqbwGhG, npG L gqiluwnpbiny ZwuwmwuwniphiGp n’s dhwiG ywhAwwGnd E
dGnnGtiph Yynnuvhg GwhiwGniwd ninhG, wiph Awirwwrwphd JYGwiny dwpnwuhpwywb U
pwptuhpwlywl uppwquwli GuuwuwlyaitiphG® witiph E pGniwiGnmd pk’ wuwywpkqp U EL’
w2luwpfwgnpniphiGp:

dDpwluhwinmd Zwnippn Gwpwltoqtiwb Snilp gnpdnid E dhGyuw 1936, niunid vnwiny u
wnfitunGbin unynnpbkglGtiny 2nipe 200 npphph:

UiGmfAbwnl QwuwnwwmniehtGG hp gnpdniGEkniphiGp yhnfuwnpmd £ UpeklGp, nip 1938-hg
Swiwbhiny pwibG gnpdniGknippiG, A. Qwdw2luwpfwihG Muwutpwquh ndnwphG nwuphGiphG
Gigniy £ YwlGqGnd Awy Ywphpwinp pGumwGhpGiphG’ unwGéaGhingy «dwGywlg wnnnowww -
finmptiwi LW puptybgnipbhwi gnpdpy»: LhuGhiny FwpwlykoqbiwG Uinnnoswuww Aimjw i YaGunnnG
L 2wy Unwpbjwywb, 2wy Unbwnmwpwwlwi b Zwy YGwpenihy nwypngGiph w2wlytpnbGhnph
wnnnonitptwi nt Yppwlwli wwivwilGbiph pwpbijwidwli wikGoptw)y w2luwwmwlphlG gnigw-
Atn, dwiwmu E Guwlk dwilwhpiwimpbwi b pGtpwihG pGnwpdwly dwnwympptG' wnpw-
lundwih b dwiwppwih AwdwGwpuwuwiht ywipwnp, pnpwlunh pnidnid, Aphrwinwwwhinifih-
Giph mGwihG wigbhiniehiGGtn, Yywpeh b d4wi hinh pw2lunid, qunErwwiitinhG pGwwnwG-
Guph ywwnmywgnid, bdtphlwihg pipniwd fwgniuwnbtinkGh pwafunid, wn pwwnbGhiph Yapwypdwb
lunfiwlng, &tntiph oqlmptwi pPn2wly, onwlwiwihG ndpwyndmphiGlGtiphg wnbtwnbwGtnph
oglnmpehtG LwillG, bwiih: Fwdwliwyh ywhwGeGiphG Awdwwwwmwuiwb oqlinmphwl dubtnp
hnthnfumpehtG Ypthiny Awlntpd, Lwunwunmpbwi ntGuwuunwibwi gnpdniGEniehiGp 2wpni-
Guwlimu E dhGeu 1995:

1939 pniwljwlhg ujuwd Jwumwwmniphilp, gniqufitnwpwn, GniGwwnhwy gnpdniGEkniphilG
E dwiwkp Gwu Upphwymd U LhpwGwlnd, U AphdGnmwd Rkypmph, UiGEwph, wikwh,
Qwuvh21pp U Rhuwph Gwpwlktoqbwb vwiwhuGwd YaGupnGGipG nt nwpvwGwuwwnmGbipp hptGg
gnpdniGEnpeptwi 55 wmwph-
Gtipnh pGewgpnid  pnidhky,
Yprety b juGuwibt; GG Awqu-
pwinp fAwy dwlimyGinph ni
wwwwblhGtiph, b wuonp ki
2wunniGwyniu LG ubwy
wwwnGE2h ypwy b Juwuwmwntyp
hptGg uppwqwuli wnwphb-
nipehiGp:

UdbGw)iG qGwhAwwmwGph
U Gpwhiwnwghunipbwi wp-
dwGh GwpwytoqtiwG Lwu-
wwwniehilp, h fwpyk, okn
Ywpnn jwnpwfwptp vnnp-
ipnwipGé UphnmpepbtwiG btp-
Jwpbtw) ywpwaqgnynp u
dwpmwuhpwyuwb gnnpdni-
GEnmpprGp wwpwdt) Uwynp
ZuwyntGhpnu: The staff of the dental clinic in Nork, Yerevan.
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Uoo2luwpfih snpu dwqbtiphg LwiwuwmwGh wnbnmtw) dnnnypnhlG oqlmptwb thnipwgnn Awy
U owmwp YwquwhpwniphtGGiph wnweohG 2wpptpnid Ep GwpwlkoqbiwG Zwumwwmniphibp,
npG 1988-1992 pniwlwGbitph pGpwgpnd Jwiwuwnmwli wnwpwd ntnnpuipny, ubnilinny,
Awgmuwbtinklny phrpUwglibiny vtn dnnnypnh Anqup, wiGmAttnlh Awiwnmwnphd dGwiny dGw -
it YuwunniglGtin b 2wpniGwuwywb dpwagntin hpwgnpdtint hp uygpniGphG, JvEY dhphnG nn-
twn nmpwdwnpbiiny, <dwy Pwuptgnmdww i CGnflwbnip UhniptwiG Atn Awdwwntn AhuGhp k&
BpuwGh yapwhwlqlinnuywli yhpwpnidmpebwl pwdwGiniGpp, npG wjiuon kp 2wpniGwuwynid
E wnnnowww iwjwli wnwptiniphiGp «EptpniGhy Aptwlnwbngnid b YhwlGph Ynynmd Qw-
wunmwlh pugnid pwunuwpwghbGbnh, bpgwhund b dwiwunmwlih uvwhidwlwdtnpd 2pewGbGbpnid
hutnniwd Awy pwownh winknh:

1991-pG GwpwlkoqtwG Zwumnmwwmnipbwli UEGupnGww i Jwupsmpbhiw i ywwnmnihpwyGhnph
(QLEpwwywwmnibih M. UwpqubwG, nlwn. Swpwgtwl, Hmnywnm. Nwlwnwgbwl) U dwiwu-
nwlh Unnmowwwhimpbwi vwhiwpupmpbwi (Vwhwpwunp U. vwqupEpbwG) dhou uwnn-
pwagpnitipy £ wnweohG AwdwdwiGwaghpp Jwiwuwmwinid Gwpwlykoqtwli Zwumwwmnipbwb
YaGwmpnG ApdGhim b dwGuwlwi whyGwn wnwiGwpnidwpwli pwgbint dwuhG:

1992 -hG, win Guwuwyny, Gwluwpwpnebwi Ynnivhg jwwnmjwgnik; £ unpph «vwphGk»
wnnnownpwbih mGwnmtuwlwh dwubw2kGpn, nph 2hG-Yytpwlinpnguwl w2iuwwmwbpltipp ujunmbip
LG GnyG pniwlywlhG, qupwyktoqbwl Zwuwnmwwmniptwi dvhenglbnny:

UniG pnwwubGhG gpwuwibgnit] B «dwiwunmwbGh <njwupn Qupwgingiwuwby Awuwmwuwmnipbhwi
YwlnGwnnpnnipehiGnp:

1993-h Uwnhph 27-pG wmtnph E mGhghp Jwiywuwmwbh <&. GwpuwykoqtiwG UkGwnnGh
wwomolwlwl pwgnidp, L
Uwihup 3-hg ulubty E qnp-
ot vwlGlyuwlywli wwnwibGw-
pnidwwG Y1pGhywG 3 Yw-
phGtiwnGapny® wgbgwd
wubtphybwli dwdwlGwlwlyhg
uwppwinpnidGbhipny, qnnp-
ShpGtpny, pnidwlimpetnny
U wy)] whfinpwdt2wm hptipny:

1993-h 8nipuhg UkGwn-
pnGnid gnpdnid GG dtnw-
gnndh U thwinmh qgbnwnp-
nitunmwjwb vgwuwG
hudvpwyGtin, nip jwGwhumu
b6 Unpp pwnwdiwuh 12-15
wmwuphwli wwwmwGhGip W
wnohyGtn, npnGp wGgGmu

GG Spwgpuwinpniwd niuni-
gnnuwwb nwunplpwg u
wmhitGpGtnG wuhniphnida
Awonitwnnt gnigwfiwG- The dental clinic of Gumri, Armenia.
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ntkuGtpny: UphGsu widd win hudpwlyGtinG niGhghp GG 80 2powlGwiwpwnmbGhip U wiuonp ki
niuntdp 2wpniGwynid GG 40 GpwhuwGbn:
1994-pG BpuwGh YpGhywinid pwgnitip £ wwnwdGwpnidwwb snppnpn YwphGhwmp, npp
1995-h 8niGhuhg wypndbhiwinpmbp £ npwyku oppnmtGwnhy YwphGhun:
1995-h Ogqnuuinuh 1-hg pwgniti] £ Gwpwlykoqbwli Zwumwwmnipbwi Sphirdphph dwulGw -
Ghinp’ vwilyuwlwli wwnmwiGupnidww b YhGhyw 4 YwuphGhwnGhinny:
Opwgnpniwd £ np 1996-hp Ognuunuhg gnpdtlG Guwlk UwnmbihwGwlytnunh b Snphup dwulGw-
Ghintipp 2-wywl wwwiGwpnidwwl YwphGhnGtpny, U BpuwGh Y pGhywiph AhGgtpnpn
wunwdlwpnidwwl YuwphGhwnp' pninpG E] nwuné-

tw] Ywhwinpnmuwd witphybwi dwdwlGwluwyhg
uwppwinpnidGbipny U gnpdhplGhipny:
EMERGENCY RELIEF U.Ggwd 3 vmwphGtph pGpwgpnmd GpuwGh Yyrp-
Ghywinid wGy@wn wpnkG pnidnmb; GG 8500
e Contribution to the Reconstructive and tpwhiwGhp (pwgh wGipwdton wighkniehiGGbph
Plastic Surgery Clinic: pnihg), huy 1500-G k| Ahppwgpmwd LG pnidmu
HKCC $750,000 unwlwint Awdwn:

Miss Leila Karagheusian $250,000 Fhudnhh YrhGhywymd wlgwd 10 wdhuGbph
pGpwgpniy pnidmbtp GG 2500 GpwhiwGtip U

1300-G k' Atippwgpniwd tG:
Anidniwd U Atppwgpniwd pninp GpwhuiwGbpp
uwnmwghb] GG YwlGhuwngbihy pniddwG pppt uwd

¢ Program for Winter Relief $100,000

dwulwlyh Ynipu b unynpbp wwnmwdbibiph luGwuph
YwiGnGGhipp® wwwhnymbiny YihGhywiph ynnihg wGyGwnp wwnmwivh unquGuyibnny U $wmnpwu-
1hG dwdnyGupny: buly 1993-hG Yy1phGphYwih Ynnuihg wwmwdh unqubGuybibtn GG vpnit]; Guu G-
pbwlGh dwiywwwpnkqbGtinh b mwuppwywli nwuwpwibGbinh 120,000-hg wik] wowtipnGtnh:

1993-1996, U.utphywih Awy dwulwqgkun wypndbtunplbinh 6 wyghiniphtGGbiph pGpwgpmu,
BpuwlGh UkGupnGnid ppwjwlGwugnitip £ niunignnuywl Aujwiwfwl w2luwwnmwbp, nip pwugh
Guwpuykoqtwl YihGhywhbinh wwmwdGwpnidGtipnhg, pGngpymbtp GG Gl AwGpuwwybimniptwi U
Ungwhuh wvwpptp uunndwwmninghpww G YrhGphywbatiph vp pwlGh vwublbwly dwulwqglkwnGbin L
pwpdpwgpb] pptGg vwuGwghwmwwl npwlwinpnidnp:

1996 -p Uwpwmhg GBpuwGh Y pahywa dswnwinid kE Gwbh npwyku numdGuywb pwqu
GpuwGh pdo2ywywuwlb unndwwmninghwwl pwdGh nmuwbGnnGbiph Awdwnp: LGgwd 4 wdhulGtphp
plpwgpend vwilyuww i wnwiGuwpndmpepbwi gnpdGuww i niunignid GG wlGgh] wiwpunwlwb
Ynipuh 72 niuwlnnGtp U 6 hGuntpGhuwnGtn:

GuwpuwlykoqtiwG dwip UaGupnGh dwpsmpepbwG' widwip Gwhiwgqwh Op. LEjjw Swpw-
YkoqtiwGh, Qwiwuwmwbh Unnnowwwfintpbwli Dwhwpwpnmpbtwi U Jwiwunwih Swpw-
Ykoqtiw G Zwuwnmwumnipbwi Mnpippwunnt TwnpdGh winwdbGbiph W nne w2luwwnmwljwquih hnfu-
Awdwdwilbgniwd, dpwgpuwinpnmwd U Ahwnunnuwywuwb w2luwwnwbph 2GnpAht, Gwiwd Ywnd
dwiwGwlwihonghlG, dwiwunmwbih GwpwlykboqtiwbG ZwuwmwwmniphiGp nwpdt]p £ ophGwykih
YuGupnG' ek’ Yywquwlyhpywwb, pk’ gmdGwlwb-pndwjwi oqglimptwG, Lk’ dwpnwup-
pwlywG oppGwykihmptw6, pL" ntunignnujwi U k" QwiptGhp-Uhhinp ywpwpbpniphiGGb-
ph dwidwlGwlyh ngnbG Awdwwwwwuhuwl, wpnhtGwikn gnpdGwluwlinpebiwi wnndGhinny:
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Pp gnyimptwi 75 wmwphGtiph pGrwgpnid Gwpwlyktoqbwli Lwunmwuwmnipbwi JwpsnehiGp
Uounwwku Abhwmubt; E ApvGwnpp Upipwi SwpwlykoqtiwGh wywwuwmgqwuhG... Nppwlngh Apu-
Guwnpiwl wnheny wuntwd. «MNuntdp gnpdGwlw b YhwlGph ywumpwumnipbhwi dpwaghpny »
wnpnih, Guwlu «phunnGtwlywl W Awitigh nghny» Ghp2Gsynih:

Bpwhivnwwywnpn thip wpdwbGwihowwnmwly Uhfipwi, Quuwk; b dwnippn qupuwlytboqbw G-
GuphG U 2GnpAwjyw] GwpwlykoqtiwbG Zwunmwumpbtwi YEGupnGuww i Jwpsmpepbwi Guwhw-
qwfi, wGwGdGwlywl mnmpwpumpbwi wGrwiwluinphp Ahwnunpny, YhwlGph vhwly Gwywwuowlyp
Gupuwlyktoqbwl Zwumwwmnipbhwl dpwagnptinh ppwgnmddwl U vwpnwuhpnipbwi ke ntulinn,
pwgquwyjwuwnmwly wqquipG pwptpwnp U pwptukp Op. LEjjw GwpwlykoqtiwGhG. U.Gwhhwnm L
Umwwp PwihpbhwGGEpphGt witiih pwG 50 wwph Swpwlykoqbwl YuGupnGGuiph gqnpdniGk-
niehtGp nEywywnptpnt, dpwagptp Ywqdtint U ppwgnpdbtny, GFwpwlykoqtiwlbG Jwuwvnmwwnni-
rhwlG ywunmineptGp 2wupwunpiint b wwywgqwy ubpnmGnGiphG ywGdGEnt Gnippwlwbi dwnw-
ympepbwi Awdwnp. hGowyku Gl 2GnpAwlyuwiniehti Gwpwlkoqbwl Zwunmwumpbwi UtGwun-
mGwlyuw b dwpsmpbwi hnpu-Gwhwgwh Enyunm. Rupypniip UjwabwGhbG, nywnnp Swpni-
rhtG SnptwGhG, Bumiwpw QuwGahyhwGhG, Unigtn SwpmpphiGhwiGhG, pGnflwlnip wnGopkG
Juwmwli NMwiGuwwqbwGhG, dbipwwwwuwmnitih Mknwybtpe UwpghubwGhG, “nYunp MEwnpnu Sw-
puwqgGhwGhG, wnwiGwpenyd nnyunpGtin Mhwnpnu Bwypnt-Quwugmyhb, bwmwb AnitjuwutwbhG
U pninp YGGupnGGhiph pninp wo2luwwmwyhgGbphG' pptiGg wGrwAwhuGnphp GEipnpiwi Awdwn:

Usph 1niup wku wywhwywGhliGp nt qupquglGhlip wqquwihG vGwinitG wnpdkpGtip nwpdwd
dbp pninp pwptignpdwlwl AwurmwunmnipehitGGippyt b pwnu bquwn BLGYwh ZwiwunmwGh W h
pwponniphiG Awy dnnnynnh h Ldwiwunmwb U h uthpinu w2hluwnfh:

Quio SEM_NGSrNUsL.v

The staff of the dental clinic in Gumri,Armenia.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
HOWARD KARAGHEUSIAN COMMEMORATIVE CORPORATION
FROM ITS START IN 1921 TO 1970

CHAPTER 1 - TURKEY
(1921-1924)

BACKGROUND, ORIGIN AND PURPOSE

During the First World War, 1914-18, the
Armenian population of Turkey was ruthlessly
deported, by order of the central government, from
its ancestral home in Eastern Turkey as well as
from other regions of the country where they had
long been living. Most of them perished, either
through slaughter or privation and disease. Among
the survivors were several hundred thousand
orphans in a pitiful state. As soon as conditions
allowed, Armenian and non-Armenian—mostly
American—welfare agencies hastened to physically
rescue these homeless children and also ensure
their mental and moral development.

At the same time as these children were straying
in the wastes of Anatolia and Syria, living on herbs
and roots, a fourteen year-old boy, smitten with
pneumonia in the Spring of 1918, was breathing his
last in a well-to-do home in New York. His father,
MIHRAN KARAGHEUSIAN of New York, Rug
Manufacturer, and his wife Zabel vowed that their Howard Karagheusian
beloved Howard would not have died in vain. By 1921,
they had made up their minds; they would start a foundation the purpose of which would
be: to perpetuate Howard’s memory by striving to save from disease and the consequences
of ignorance and indigence deprived children of the Armenian people of which Mihran and
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Zabel themselves had been part. They were doubtlessly motivated in their choice of this
purpose, as much by the topical emergency mentioned above as by the source of their own
bereavement. In the same year, a “Howard Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation” was
registered in the State of New York. It was to be managed by a board of directors in New
York City, the members of which would consist of Mihran himself and a few kinsmen and
friends of his choice.

AN ORPHANAGE IN TURKEY

The purpose first took shape as a
boys’ orphanage in Constantinople
where a large number of the
deportation survivors had
concentrated. A local committee of
four members was appointed by
Mihran Karagheusian himself; two of
them were his own cousins, the two
others were friends in whom he had
full confidence. A large enough
building with grounds was rented for
three years in a beautifully located
suburb. Dr. Krikor Tavitian, chairman
of the local committee, was also
appointed director; he moved with his
family to a house adjoining the Home. The building of Couzgoundjouk, Istanbul
In November 1921 the first group of
boys, aged six to twelve, were admitted, soon followed by others, reaching a total of near one
hundred. They had been selected in accordance with criteria agreed upon.

Mihran wished the institution bearing the name of Howard to be much more than a mere
shelter for the homeless. He wanted it to be as nearly as possible a real home where the boys
would not only be decently fed and clothed, but would also receive a well-grounded—though
elementary—education preparing them to become self-supporting, honest Christian
members of their community. Mihran did not favor higher academic studies. He would
rather have his boys be trained in manual skills, which could better ensure their livelihood
and save them from becoming a burden to their community. He would also lay great stress
on the formation of Christian character.
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UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENTS

Hardly had a year elapsed since the first boys’ admission, when political upheavals put
into question the very existence of the “Howard Karagheusian Home” in Turkey. The
institution was being visited and admired as a model one to which none of the many
orphanages in the community could be compared. In the late summer of 1922, the war
smoldering in Asia Minor between the Greek army of occupation and the Turkish
nationalist army led by Moustafa Kemal flared up abruptly leading to a battle which ended
in a rout of the Greek forces. Within a few days, the Turks had reached Smyrna (Izmir) and
set the city on fire. The victorious Turkish nationalist Army, in high spirits, were now
making their way towards Constantinople.

The Christian population in the city was thereupon seized by panic and started leaving
the country in fear of outbursts of Turkish nationalistic and religious fanaticism, which
might even lead to massacres as had happened in the not too distant past. There were to be
none this time. However, Dr. Tavitian, who was deeply involved in Armenian community
affairs and who was in frequent contact with the Allied occupation authorities, was strongly
advised by the latter to do likewise. After an exchange of many cables with Mihran in New
York and much thought and consultation with his colleagues of the committee, he finally
decided to follow the advice. In his absence, the two remaining members, Mihran’s cousins
Aram and Sarkis Karagheusian, would assume responsibility while the doctor’s wife,
Aroussiag, who was already involved in the household day-to-day care of the Home, would
assume the internal management. She was Mihran’s first cousin and very much dedicated
to the welfare of the boys.

IN SEARCH OF A COUNTRY TO SETTLE IN

Daily life continued with little change for a time. But soon, problems arose. There was
vexation on the part of Turkish neighbors of the Home. The Turkish internal
administration, which had been lax until then, now became very strict in the enforcement
of regulations, both existing ones and new ones which were being issued. The Home was
required to apply for an operation permit. The committee sought without success to obtain
support and protection from the U.S. high commissioner on the plea of Mihran’s American
citizenship.

Finally, the committee’s application to the Turkish authorities met with a blunt refusal
and all the boys of the Home had to be dispersed in December 1923. The older ones were
apprenticed in manual trades; the others, numbering about seventy-five, were placed
temporarily in two boarding schools, pending a decision as to the future of the Home.
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During the year 1923, the doctor was studying general conditions in Rumania as well as
in neighboring countries in view of an eventual transfer and settlement of the Home, which
obviously could no longer remain in Turkey. The outcome was a recommendation to Mihran
that the Home be moved to France, where conditions were more stable and favorable than
in any of the other countries of the continent, and where Armenian communities were
growing through massive immigration.

THE MOVE TO FRANCE

Upon Mihran’s recommendation, Dr. Tavitian
reached Paris in November 1923. Through
acquaintances, he was able to apply for and obtain
an official permit for the settlement of the Home in
France. He also started inquiries about large
buildings near Paris available for purchase, but was
prevented by ill-health from following up the
search. Mihran then decided to come over to France
himself in the following summer, with his family, to
resume the search and conclude. The doctor died in
April 1924. His wife was willing to continue her
involvement when the Home would be operating
again in France. Her son Noubar, aged 23, was
available and likewise willing to work for the new
Home. Their engagement by HKCC was finalized by
Mihran when he came to France in June 1924. He
was accompanied by his wife Zabel and his daughter
Leila, aged 22, whom he was eager to see involved in
the new project. Both wife and daughter were
looking forward, as much as was Mihran, to re- Zabel Karagheusian
starting the Home in France.

In mid-July 1924, Mihran and his family, accompanied by an architect advisor and
Noubar, drove in a hired car due south west from Paris towards the Loire valley. After half
a dozen of buildings had been visited, Mihran chose “La Gaudiniére”, an imposing chateau
built in 1865 by the Duc de la Rochefoucauld. It measured about 150 x 90 feet, was five
stories high, thus providing ample space for the purpose in view; the estate included 200
acres of surrounding forest land and several auxiliary buildings: stables, servants’ quarters,
a chapel, gate-keeper’s lodge. The deal was concluded in August at a very low price. There
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would be much expense, however, for altering the inside of the building to suit the
requirements of the Home and also for providing facilities which were lacking: a water
pumping and distributing system, central heating, and an autonomous electric current
generating plant.

Mihran made financial and administrative arrangements with Noubar, who was
entrusted with the general management pending the appointment of a director. Noubar and
his mother moved to La Gaudiniére in September.

La Gaudiniére
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CHAPTER 2 - FRANCE
(1924-1936)

STARTING ANEW

In October 1924, the Constantinople committee shipped via Marseilles to la Gaudiniere
the group of remaining seventy-five boys of the Home with an escort of five adults and
ninety-seven crates of bedding and furniture. The building was far from prepared for this
premature arrival on October 18th. The Constantinople committee had thought it wiser, in
view of the political uncertainty prevailing in Turkey, to make immediate use of the exit
permit obtained rather than wait till La Gaudiniére building would be ready to receive its
new residents. However welcome, this overnight increase of eighty bodies to house, feed and
keep busy was to raise enormous difficulties. Converting a grandiose French chateau with
its auxiliary premises to the needs of a home for Armenian orphans was to prove a constant
challenge to the architect’s imagination, to the donor’s generosity and to the patience and
endurance of the entire population of la Gaudiniére from late autumn 1924 to spring 1925.
Regular school routine was out of question; classrooms, dormitories and dining-rooms would
not be available until March/April. With the cold and the damp oozing into the chiateau both
from the surrounding forest outside and from the freshly plastered walls indoors, the only
warm shelter was the kitchen, where no workmen were involved and where, therefore, most
of the daily life could go on.

The first winter was lived through without any serious incident or health problem. The
French authorities and population showed great understanding and friendliness towards
the newcomers: the local sports club organized joint football games; a newspaper appearing
weekly in Vendome—the nearest city, with a population of 10,000—published an article
welcoming the Armenian survivors of Turkish persecution; a delegation from la Ville-aux-
Clercs, the nearest village, consisting of the postmaster, the teacher, and the veterinarian
came to the chateau to establish friendly contact. In short, as spring drew near and as more
and more space in the building could be put to use, fewer occasions arose to regret the
comforts of the Constantinople building.

THE FOUNDER’S FIRST VISIT—FUNDAMENTAL DECISIONS

Early in June 1925, Mihran Karagheusian, with his his wife Zabel and his daughter
Leila, crossed the Atlantic to visit the memorial to their beloved Howard; as they were to do
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each summer almost to the very end of the twelve-year period of the institution’s life in
France. The first and foremost problem was the choice of an overall director. A French
pastor who had been warmly recommended was engaged by Mihran for a trial period. He
was expected to set up and implement an educational program comprising both the
curriculum of studies and the moral and spiritual development of the boys. Noubar would
remain in charge of administration and finance, his mother of internal management.

The next matter discussed, in consultation with the architect, was the program of repairs
and improvements to be carried out during the following twelve month period. Throughout
the existence of the institution, varying amounts had to be spent each year for fundamental
repairs or essential improvements to the building. High was to prove the cost of the low
price paid for the purchase of the property!

A further decision taken was to raise the number of residents to the full capacity of 120.
Hence, some forty boys, selected in accordance to set criteria from the orphanages of Greece
and in Constantinople, were brought over in November 1925, in addition to some five or six
others chosen from needy families recently arrived in France.

TOWARDS AUTARKY

Two factors in this second Howard Karagheusian Home were to lead to a policy of
striving towards maximum self-sufficiency. One was the isolation and difficulty of access of
the place; the second was the objective of training the boys in manual skills. The
automobile, the lifeline of the Institution, had to be kept in working order; hence a
workshop with a mechanic was set up where one or two boys having reached age 16 were
apprenticed. Likewise a shoemaker, a tailor, and a knitting woman were engaged in order
to start a shoe-shop, a tailor’s shop, and a knitting room and to offer training to a number
of apprentices. Other boys were employed to operate the electrical generating plant and
pumping station, the central heating and hot water supply boilers; still others became
assistants to the cook and to the gardener. Vegetable and fruit gardens and, later, a small
poultry farm were started; their production was to cover the greater part of the needs of the
Home.

The apprenticed boys would, after a year or two of service in the institution, be placed
with artisans of near-by towns or of Paris to complete their training and become self-
supporting. However, many of the boys had to be assisted financially for some time to help
them tide over the passage from institutional working conditions to those of the open
market.

The boys below the age of apprenticeship, subject to the academic program, were all
divided into teams for the performance of various household duties by a system of weekly
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rotation. While engaged in these chores, they were under the authority of the general
surveillant. The maintenance of the building and the functioning of household services
came thus to depend on the boys to a very large extent.

THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM—THE DIRECTORSHIP

Before two years had elapsed, the French director had proved ineffective and was
discharged. By virtue of an agreement concluded with the local educational authorities, a
French couple were appointed to apply the official primary school curriculum to the boys of
La Gaudiniere. All studies would thenceforth be in French; Armenian was to be taught by
the Armenian teachers outside regular school hours only. Under this new regime, the boys
made good progress in the French language. By June 1935, twenty-two had obtained the
Primary School Certificate.

BENEFITS EXTENDED TO FRENCH BOYS

Mihran was anxious to express in concrete ways his appreciation of the hospitality which
France had shown in allowing his institution to settle in France. In 1927, ten French boys
of ten to twelve years of age, selected from needy families, were admitted to board with the
Armenians boys. In 1928, one of the larger outhouses, formerly servants’ quarters, was
fitted out to serve as a summer vacation center for one hundred French boys of indigent
homes. The selection and full management of this center was entrusted to a French Summer
Camp Association.

THE ALUMNI OUTSIDE

As the number of boys placed out increased, the need was felt of organizing an alumni
assistance system. Besides those not earning enough and still dependent on subsidies, there
arose cases of illness to which the management could not remain indifferent. Tuberculosis
prevailed at the time, especially among the young. About six cases arose during the twelve
years the institution operated in France; two of them proved fatal. As the largest number of
alumni were concentrated in the metropolis, a former surveillant who had resigned to
pursue professional studies was appointed to remain in touch with these former protégés,
give out subsidies and attend to those needing help in the event of illness, and to those
applying for labor permits. For it should be borne in mind that all the boys were aliens and
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as such, unauthorized to employment without a special permit. Moreover, they were
homeless aliens, since they had lost their original Turkish nationality without having yet
become naturalized French citizens; a circumstance making them subject to supplementary
restrictions.

THE IMPACT OF THE DEPRESSION

The consequences of the financial crisis and of the resulting depression, triggered by the
New York Wall Street crash in autumn 1929, began making themselves felt in France about
two years later. In the Home, the management, after having exhausted all possible means
of cutting down running expenses, had finally to reduce the number of inmates by putting
an end to all admissions. For the last few years, the only boys admitted had been those of
needy Armenian immigrant families in France; as from 1931, these boys, upon terminating
their school course at la Gaudiniere, would be sent back to their homes, leaving to their
families the care of finding them jobs as apprentices; none were taken to replace them; the
many urgent requests on the part of distressed families were turned down. By 1934, the roll
call was down around fifty, from a maximum of 120 in 1928.

It became increasingly difficult to place out boys having reached the age of
apprenticeship. Many of those already placed lost their jobs; some of these were accepted
back at La Gaudiniéere, but made to give service in exchange for their room and board.

THE BUILDING IS DESTROYED BY FIRE

Early one morning in November 1934, flames were seen issuing from the top floor of the
chateau. The alarm horn was sounded, all adults and older boys mustered to the fire hoses
and extinguishers. The fire brigades from neighboring towns had also been called and were
soon on the spot with their pumps. All in vain: by the end of the day the whole internal
timber work of the huge building had turned to ashes; there only remained a useless stone
and brick carcass. The boys and the personnel had to make the best of scanty lodgings in
the outhouse fitted out to receive French boys during the summer. This make-shift
arrangement, with all courses being held in the vast dining hall divided into four
classrooms by means of cardboard partitions, could not continue for long. Insurance
settlement could only be obtained seven months later.
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IN SEARCH OF A FUTURE COURSE

In the two years following this crucial event the future of the work was discussed
extensively between New York and the management. The menace of war in Europe looming
on the horizon, as well as the costly ten-year experience of La Gaudiniere, were factors
which decided against tying up a large sum in real property. Though there undoubtedly was
a great need for various types of philanthropic work in France within the Armenian
communities, hard hit by unemployment and labor restrictions, the conditions prevailing
among Armenian refugees in Near Eastern countries were judged to be worse; appeals had
been pouring in from welfare agencies operating in those fields. In the summer of 1936, it
was finally decided by Mihran, Leila and their advisors that Noubar accompanied by his
wife Anahide as his assistant would spend a few weeks in Greece exploring possibilities of
starting, for the benefit of indigent Armenian refugees, some welfare work which would
involve no investment in real estate.

Full group of students, with Mrs. Zabel Karagheusian in their midst, 1933
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WINDING UP THE WORK IN FRANCE

In summer 1936, La Gaudiniére was vacated. The personnel was discharged with
severance indemnities. The older boys were placed out as apprentices with allowances for
those still unable to support themselves. The younger ones—Dby this time all children of
families settled in France or having relatives abroad—were sent back to their homes or
helped in their applications to travel to their relatives. The property was put up for sale.

CONCLUDING ASSESSMENT

Notwithstanding the excessive cost of operation due to the unfavorable circumstances
mentioned, the fact remains that 251*% Armenian boys were provided, during some of their
formative years, with the privileges of a good home: physical well-being, elementary
education and a real family atmosphere. The spirit of brotherhood fostered by this
atmosphere induced them, in 1931, to form an Alumni Association which would until 1945
meet monthly in the Tavitian home in Paris. During the World War II (1939-45), this
Association would send food parcels to comrades on the front or in prison camps in
Germany. Soon after the end of the war, they started a practice of meeting every year in July
for a picnic under the old cedar tree next to the ruins of the chateau; and also of holding a
service in the Armenian church of Paris in October in the memory of Howard, of the founder,
his family and all departed personnel and comrades.

* of whom 81 came from Armenian needy families in France.
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CHAPTER 3 - GREECE
(1937-1970)

FIRST STEPS IN GREECE

Greece was to be the future field of activity. The Tavitians—Anahide being from this
point on her husband Noubar’s close assistant—spent a few weeks in Greece, in autumn
1936, studying possibilities of usefulness to the Armenian needy in Greece.

In compliance with the guiding principle laid down—service to children involving no
investment in real estate—the Tavitians’ report recommended medical and health service
and supervision within the framework of the three Armenian schools of Dergouti. This was
a refugee settlement near Athens consisting of improvised, tumble-down shacks sheltering
a destitute population of about 5000, comprising around 1000 school children aged 5 to 16.
This recommendation was agreed to by Head Office. In October 1937, work started in the
new field.

A thorough medical examination of all school children by three temporarily employed
general practitioners was the first step taken in Athens. 56% of the pupils were found to
have health problems in need of attention; above all trachoma, a serious and contagious eye
disease, with which more than half of the school population was found to be afflicted.
Arrangements were made with two ophthalmologists to examine all the school children and
treat the cases surgically twice a week, and with a trained nurse to instill eye-drops daily
as prescribed. The HKCC staff negotiated with the school principals, and supervised the
sessions maintaining order and recording on cards for close follow-up. This eye treatment
program was carried out in cooperation with a major Greek welfare organization.

The main treatments applied were, besides those for the eyes, surgical operations on the
throat and nose (110 tonsil and adenoid operations by December 1940), several weeks’
summer rest in a mountain resort (eighty benefited in 1938, over 150 in 1939), and
administering of tonics. The children under care numbered 450 in March 1939. Remedial
action was reinforced through home-visiting by a nurse for instructing parents in measures
of prevention and hygiene. Lectures by the ophthalmologists at parents’ gatherings were
also resorted to for arousing awareness of their role in preserving and furthering the health
condition of their offspring; moreover, parents were encouraged to attend treatment
sessions—as were also the school teachers—in order to make both these groups feel more
concerned in the well-being of this youth.

Antibiotics being still unknown at the time, the methods of treating trachoma were long,
tedious and painful. Hence its persistence in the settlement still twenty years after its
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occupants had contracted the disease in the deserts of Syria and Mesopotamia, and
communicated it to their children. By June 1940, out of over 500 afflicted 240 were declared
healed and were discharged; they had been under treatment for periods varying between
ten and fifteen months, had had their eyelids scraped by the ophthalmologist twenty to
thirty times and received instillation in their eyes on about one hundred days. The
lightening of the case load now made it possible to extend treatment to adults in the family
so as to reduce the risk of their children’s reinfection.

THE PERSONNEL AND THE BASE

The Athens HKCC set-up consisted, for about three years, of two visiting ophthalmo-
logists, one permanent Armenian secretary familiar with the area and fluent in Greek, a
girl clerk, one part-time nurse, and one home visitor. In April 1941, a young Armenian was
added to become subsequently the director of the Athens Branch: Yervant Djedjizian. Two
rooms had been rented in the heart of Dergouti to serve as office and base of operations.

INVOLVEMENT IN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Unlike the isolated and self-contained La Gaudiniére project in France, the new work in
Greece was to depend very much for its effectiveness on close contacts with Armenian
community agencies. These agencies were mainly the three Armenian denominational
hierarchies—Apostolic, Catholic and Evangelical—which owned and operated the schools;
and also the Blue Cross and the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU). In 1938,
Noubar became a member of the AGBU’s Housing Sub-committee. This was a body
cooperating with the Athens representative of the “Nansen International Office for
Refugees,” an offshoot of the League of Nations, in a project for the construction of 133
apartments for re-housing Armenian families still under refugee status living in the
precarious settlements of the Athens area. These were destined to be pulled down in order
to make the land available for urban development. Providing decent dwellings for families
of Dergouti school children was indeed an objective fully germane to the HKCC program.

WORLD EVENTS...

While the HKCC work in Athens was thus expanding rapidly, clouds were gathering on
the political horizon, with the Munich affair of September 1938, the German invasion of
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Czechoslovakia in March 1939, and the landing of Italian forces in Albania soon after. These
ominous events did not prevent Leila from undertaking a two-month visit to Greece which
she had long been contemplating. Before the outbreak of World War 11, Leila inspected the
activities in process, held numerous conferences with the Tavitians, saw many personalities
and even visited a charity in the island of Samos she had been interested in for many years.
The work was entrusted to the care of the general assistant Miss Azad Hayrabedian, who
had proved fully reliable; she would have as her adviser a mature Greek lady, head of an
important international agency. The war had started! Noubar was nevertheless able to
return to his job in December, and Anahide to join him in May 1940. Three days after their
arrival in Athens, the German offensive westward, after several months of the “phony war”,
took the world by surprise.

THEIR IMmPACT ON THE HKCC PROGRAMS

Even though through most of the year 1940 Greece was not a belligerent, war conditions
in Europe were making themselves seriously felt; for Greece, a rather arid country,
depended very largely on imports for its subsistence. Cod liver oil, of which large use had
been made in the schools, was no longer available; this was replaced, starting February
1940, by a daily cup of pasteurized milk distributed to between two and three hundred

The dental clinic in Athens.
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undernourished children coming for eye treatment. This was stopped in August 1941, when
milk could no longer be obtained. Another selected group numbering from forty to eighty
was likewise made to drink milk before going to school every morning, from July to
November 1940. This latter project was made possible through a special grant from the
Ladies’ Committee of the New York Chapter of AGBU.

A Danish Mission project serving 125 meals daily to needy school children was taken
over by the HKCC in April 1940. This distribution was continued till December 1940.

At the end of October, Greece itself became involved in the war. In the Greek army,
resisting successfully to the Italian forces in the snow-clad mountains of Albania, numerous
cases of frozen limbs occurred. This led to the setting up of a central organization which
gave out wool in hanks to bona fide parties undertaking to knit, for a price, socks, stockings
and gloves to be sent to the soldiers at the front. Such wool was obtained by the HKCC and
was distributed to some fifty Armenian women, who were thus enabled to add about 40,000
drachmae to the family income for the 2,200 woolens they produced from December 1940 to
March 1941.

GREECE UNDER OCCUPATION

Early in April 1941, the German armored tanks broke suddenly through the Yugoslavian
border, crushed all resistance, and reached Athens on April 27th. The HKCC Athens thus
had to stretch as far as it could the few months’ remittance it had received in advance; to
this was added a most unexpected and welcome gift from the USA Legation, obtained
through Mr. Archer, director-general of Near East Foundation.

The connection had its origin in Mihran Karagheusian’s long standing membership on
the board of directors and his frequent participation in the fund campaigns and activities of
the organization, particularly in its earlier days as “Near East Relief”.

HEKCC As A WELFARE CATALYST

The HKCC personnel in Athens had acquired experience in establishing contacts with
Greek and international social and welfare agencies as well as government departments.
This experience was to come in particularly handy at this juncture when the Athens Office
could afford no expenditure but its employees’ salaries, and faced the prospect of total
stoppage within a few months.

In January 1939, a group of ladies formed the Athens Armenian Charitable Society
(AACS), a non-political body for relief purposes only. They raised some money, obtained a
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A soup Ekitchen in Athens.

subsidy from the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees; but this was far from
enough for a relief plan they had drawn up in consultation with the HKCC staff for the
crying needs of the war-stricken settlements. They appealed to Mr. Archer for a NEF
subsidy. In response a sum of $1,000 monthly, matched by an equal amount from Mihran
Karagheusian, for three consecutive months starting February 1941, was allocated to AACS
for the implementation of their plan in association with AGBU. They were to render account
to NEF.

One of the principal items on the AACS plan was a free meal project. Through the Office
of the High Commissioner for Refugees, 1,200 daily free meals were obtained for Armenian
needy families, from a newly formed Central Greek Agency operating a network of free
meals for the entire country; 60,000 daily for the Athens area alone.

This free meal distribution came to an end a few months after Greece had been occupied,;
foodstuffs could no longer be found and transportation had become extremely difficult. The
bitter period of starvation in Greece had begun!

In April 1941, a British ship loaded with ammunition was hit by German bombers in the
harbor of Piraeus. The resulting violent explosion partly destroyed a near-by Armenian
refugee settlement. 275 families fled to the Armenian district of Kokkinia where they found
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shelter in the four schools. The AACS came to the rescue through the HKCC which obtained
free meals via the Office of the High Commissioner and improved the sanitation in the
schools so as to adapt it to the needs of the new occupants.

By the end of 1940, the 133 apartments built under the League of Nations/AGBU re-
housing scheme in the suburb of Nea Smyrni had all been allotted to families from several
settlements, including many from Dergouti under the HKCC care. The staff would hence
regularly visit the new settlement for routine treatments. In August 1940, they found a
number of the inhabitants in bed with fever and shivers. They suspected malaria which had
been a scourge in the country until its near eradication in recent years, largely through the
efforts of the Rockefeller Foundation. The suspicion was confirmed by Dr. C. Dimisas, in
charge of Malaria Control at the Ministry of Health. Dr. Dimisas was particularly keen on
nipping the epidemic in the bud by making sure that the quinine and atebrin pills were
being taken as prescribed. In September 1940, out of 133 houses, 116 had at least one, more
often two, persons lying down with malaria. The epidemic was finally checked; but the
patients’ organisms, weakened by undernourishment due to the growing scarcity of food
supplies on the market, fell an easy prey to other diseases, particularly beriberi.

UNDER WAR CONDITIONS

The HKCC Office was closed officially on May 31st 1941, and all but three employees
discharged. Once more Azad was left in charge with two counselors: Miss Zoe
Demetracopoulou, the Greek lady who had been asked to fill this role two years earlier and
Mr. Michaelides, the legal advisor of Near East Foundation who had been very useful to the
HKCC on several occasions. Azad had as helpers the young clerk Dzovig and Yervant
Djedjizian, whom she was to marry in 1944. With the limited funds available she could only
carry on for a few months. The trained nurse, Mrs. Israelian, the ophthalmologist Dr.
Tsopellas and also Dr. Dimisas were willing to continue giving their services within the
limits of their material possibilities; for all of them felt that the beneficent actions initiated
should proceed, on however reduced a scale, in order more readily to be revived as soon as
conditions would allow.

The only two activities the skeleton HKCC office could continue on its remaining funds
were eye treatment and malaria control. As the schools did not run as from December 1941,
there were very few children coming for eye instillation; the ophthalmologist would come
down 2-3 times a month for checking, directing treatments and operating. In addition,
however, Mrs. Israelian, whose home was in the settlement, would take care of isolated
cases of eye disease, either child or adult, who would call at her door at odd times of the day.
After schools had re-opened, in 1943-44, the ophthalmologist was able to re-examine 650

39




pupils (89% of total attending school); he found only three new cases of trachoma, all three
on very young children newly admitted.

In Nea Smyrni, Dr. Dimisas continued visiting malaria patients as long as public
transportation was available. The malaria epidemic had receded, but other diseases were
rife resulting from acute undernourishment; in the winter of 1941-42 alone, there were
forty deaths in the 150 odd families recently settled.

The food shortage had turned into famine in 1941-42; men and women were dying by
dozens daily in the streets of Athens. The Head of the Greek Church appealed by radio to
the world at large for urgent relief. The appeal was heard. A delegation of the International
Red Cross from Geneva visited Athens to examine the situation. The occupying authorities
gave assurances that they would allow food and medical supplies to enter Greece.
Whereupon shipments reached the country from various neutral countries and were
distributed to the population, often through soup kitchens set up by local welfare
organizations, including Armenian ones. The years 1943 and 1944 were hence less tragic
than the preceding two.

Armenian relief agencies became quite active in 1943. Leaving aside all partisan
considerations, they joined together in efforts to rescue their famished kinsfolk through free
meal distributions and free clinics. Doctors took turns in attending to patients visiting the
clinics. Azad and Yervant were asked to help in organizing and running these services; they
willingly did, according to the fundamental principles of the HKCC policy in Greece:
unreserved cooperation with any agency striving to relieve misery.

In spite of the dire conditions, the tradition of a Christmas gathering open to all the
HKCC beneficiaries was maintained. Only twenty-five attended in 1942, forty in 1943 (220
had come in 1938!). The gifts consisted of walnuts, raisins, apples, tangerines, and oranges.

The three HKCC employees were able to draw their salaries till mid-1943. As authorized
by Noubar, Azad had sold whatever equipment and supplies she could in order to stretch the
funds available. Azad and Yervant then started giving some private English lessons as a
means of livelihood.

RESCUED

The International Red Cross (IRC) had opened an office in Athens to supervise the
distribution of the supplies it was furnishing to local relief agencies. Late in 1943, Azad and
Mrs. Israelian, through their connections, succeeded in interesting IRC in their trachoma
project; for this agency was precisely about to start a network of soup kitchens in the Athens
area especially for children afflicted with trachoma. IRC was willing to provide food
supplies if the HKCC would undertake to cook meals and feed them on the spot to underfed
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trachoma sufferers. Azad and Yervant—now her fiancé—were greatly perplexed; they were
eager to seize this opportunity for reviving the work and giving good food to Armenian
starvelings; but they did not see how, having no funds, they could set up a soup kitchen on
their narrow premises, provide the equipment and the personnel...

Just at this time providential circumstances enabled Yeraz (acronym for YERvant and
AZad) to borrow the equivalent of $1,000 from a local business man, to be repaid by the
HKCC New York in US currency as soon as conditions would allow.

THE REVIVAL

The HKCC staff, spurred by the prospect of new openings for the work, set about
organizing a soup kitchen; displaying unbelievable resourcefulness in improvising the
equipment and materials needed and which were absolutely not to be found on the market...
The foodstuffs —beans, peas, lentils, pasta, sugar, olive oil, powdered milk, etc.—were
issued from a central store house; from there they had to be conveyed—by a man-drawn cart
during the first few months—over a distance of three miles of bad road. Finally, on Feb. 1st
1944, the soup kitchen started operating, on six days a week. The fifty beneficiaries of the
first day were gradually increased to a maximum of over 120 in December 1945. Inspectors
from the Red Cross came periodically to check; they always expressed their satisfaction at
the way the project was run.

In 1944, political events seriously affected the work. With the defeat of the German
armies in Russia and in France, the Greek patriotic resistance movement, which had long
been latent, broke out in the summer months, bringing about violent reactions on the part
of the German forces.

When British forces were landed in Greece, there was open fighting between them and
communist Greek resistance forces were strongly armed and undoubtedly encouraged by
the Soviet Union. After some bloody combat in and around Athens in the winter of 1944-45,
the area finally remained in the hands of the British army, though the civil war between
communist and pro-government Greek forces was to continue in the provinces for several
more years.

Under such circumstances, the policy of the HKCC could but be the emergency and short
term relief of victims of the disorders. The occupants of the burnt-down huts by the
Germans in Dergouti were sheltered and fed for several weeks on the HKCC narrow
premises until the huts could be rebuilt again. As communications with Head Office were
re-established and funds could be transferred again, several feeding programs were added
to the soup-kitchen for trachomatic children: meals were prepared for school children living
too far to be able to have lunch at home; meals were also served in Nea Smyrni; the
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Athens’ cup of milk, 1939.

distribution of milk and of cod liver oil to the undernourished was resumed. Besides feeding,
articles of clothing received from abroad were given out to families, as were also “CARE” gift
parcels, mostly from family relatives in the USA using the HKCC office as a channel. The
office also would write out case histories for the sponsorship programs which gradually
developed. In the medical line, Dr. Dimisas, who was now the regular part-time doctor and
medical adviser of the office, re-started regularly visiting Nea Smyrni families; these had
particularly suffered from war privations inasmuch as they had just moved in when the
dark period began. A regular clinic was opened in rented rooms. Medicines and surgical
operations were provided as needed. Some first class surgeons were willing to lower their
rates or even to operate free as a contribution to the benevolent purpose of the HKCC.
School children were vaccinated against typhoid with vaccine first obtained in June 1944;
eighty to start with, gradually increasing to comprise the entire school population.

In April 1946, Noubar returned to Athens to re-assume his function in the HKCC, after
five years’ interruption. In August, the office was moved to new, much more spacious and
convenient premises still in the Dergouti settlement; the HKCC was to occupy these
premises for the rest of its career in Athens. Further activities were engaged in. A much
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needed dental clinic was started for school children in June 1947; an important subsidy
from an American welfare agency had made this project possible. Further, a series of
practical lectures with demonstrations was initiated for making school teachers more aware
of the symptoms of ill health or abnormality they could detect among their pupils; they were
instructed to report their observations to the doctor, for preventive action to be undertaken
as needed.

A review of ten years’ trachoma treatment in schools (1938-48) showed the proportion of
cases to have come down from over 50% of the total to 9%. Though the measures applied
were no doubt effective, a recession of the disease was observed throughout the world
during the same period.

AT CRUISING SPEED

From 1949 to the end of the period covered by this account (1970), the Athens HKCC
pursued, on a steadily diminishing scale, most of the activities mentioned in the preceding
sections, and added a few others. The contraction of the work was caused by the drop in the
number of Armenians in Greece from an estimated 30,000 in 1938, to 10,000 in 1969. This
drop was due to emigration to Soviet Armenia in 1946-47 and to other lands thereafter.
Moreover, Armenians who remained in Greece felt more permanently settled, especially
after Greek citizenship had become accessible to them through legislation enacted in 1968.

By 1970, the number of school children had come down from around 1,000 in the period
1938-47 in Dergouti alone, to some 400 in the whole Athens area. Trachoma had practically
ceased, as already stated, but other eye complaints continued being identified and treated:
mainly conjunctivitis and blepharitis. Five schools were under the HKCC medical
supervision, two of which were located in the distant settlement of Kokkinia. Dental
examination and treatment likewise covered the entire school population. This project was
largely subsidized by the Congregational Church World Service. A project was started in
1947, and pursued throughout the period covered, for the examination of school children’s
chest condition in view of detecting incipient tuberculosis and applying treatment as
needed. Surgical operations on the throat, nose and ear continued as before. Typhoid
vaccinations yearly to all school children were likewise pursued.

The soup kitchen, started in 1944 for trachoma sufferers, was converted with the virtual
disappearance of this eye disease into a canteen for school children in need of
supplementary feeding; 100 to 150 benefited, until 1967, when the project was terminated
as being no longer justified. Milk supplied in powdered form by AGBU was mixed, warmed,
and distributed by the HKCC to as many as 400 children in several schools far apart.

The Athens HKCC'’s role as a “welfare catalyst”, earlier described, was resumed upon the
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return to normal peace conditions and very much expanded in the years 1947 to about 1957.
During this period many welfare agencies were glad to have found—for the channeling of
their offerings, food, clothing, medicines or sponsorship—an organization such as the
HKCC,; its staff’s close acquaintance with the population, its professionalism and reputed
integrity could ensure the best possible use of their gifts. The principal agencies thus served
or cooperated with were: The Swiss Friends of the Armenians, the Danish Mission, the
Congregational Church World Service, the World Council of Churches, the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation, the U. N. High Commissioner for Refugees, the Armenian General
Benevolent Union and the Armenian Blue Cross.

A new activity in which the Athens HKCC lived up to its reputation of impartiality and
cooperativeness was the Joint Summer Camp project. In 1948, the HKCC persuaded two
major agencies, AGBU and the Blue Cross, to join in setting up a much needed summer
camp for underfed boys and girls of school age. During ten successive summers the camp
operated harmoniously, thanks to the HKCC’s binding link. It thus provided several weeks’
fresh air, good food and outdoor activities to two to three hundred children at each season.
In 1958, each one of the two agencies decided to run its own separate camp. The HKCC then
agreed to help each one of them separately. This meant doubling the burden which the
HKCC staff had to bear for setting up the camp and pulling it down, for storing the
equipment, as well as for providing medical supervision during the sessions. The directors
were nonetheless willing to assume it, and thus succeeded in maintaining friendly relations
with both sides. The two separate camps were repeated each summer on the same terms
until the late 1960s, with the HKCC helping both parties equally.

REFUGEE RE-HOUSING

Mention was made earlier of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees’
interest in settling the refugees on a permanent basis in the countries where they were then
residing. In 1958, the Athens representative of this agency proposed to the HKCC a joint re-
housing scheme. After lengthy negotiations and much red tape an agreement was reached,;
lay-outs were drawn by an architect, and plots of land were bought near Nea Smyrni. Fifty
apartments of different sizes were to be built, financed 72% by the HKCC and 28% by
UNHCR; the HKCC share would be refunded by the occupants in monthly installments over
a period of twelve to twenty years, while the UNHCR share was non-refundable. At the end
of the period and upon payment of all dues, the occupants would become proprietors of their
apartments. A new plot had to be purchased. Construction started in December 1961, and
was terminated in two stages, 1962-63. The candidates were selected and approved by
UNHCR and the Ministry of Welfare. The buildings were inaugurated officially on
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June 24th 1964, in the presence of officials of the three parties concerned and Miss L.
Karagheusian who unveiled a plaque bearing an explanatory inscription in Greek, English
and Armenian.

After the fifty families had entered the apartments allotted to them, the Athens office
organized a follow-up system in order to ensure the best possible use of their new living
quarters. Most of the families came from the ramshackle huts of the refugee areas. The
change of environment to decent dwellings called for constant efforts on the part of the
HKCC staff to inculcate into the new settlers the notion of proper maintenance and upkeep
of their dwellings. Meetings were periodically called by the HKCC director and held in each
of the seven blocks of the project to discuss matters of common interest and assign tasks
such as the daily cleaning of the staircases, landings, and the regular care of the gardens;
tasks which were unknown to the newcomers.

On her visits to the field, Miss L. Karagheusian would call on many of the homes
personally. She would usually express satisfaction at the cleanness and neatness of the
homes and at the gardens in full bloom. A survey dated November 1970, noted changes in
the fifty families’ living conditions after six to eight years of occupancy: a majority of them
had equipped their kitchens with electric ranges and refrigerators; built cupboards; re-
painted or whitewashed their walls; put in a telephone; many had also bought washing
machines, radios, television sets; a few had even bought cars. It was also noted in the
survey that there was a much greater diversity of occupations among the breadwinners
than in the past, when there had been a predominance of cobblers. As citizens they now had
access to many occupations from which they had been denied as refugees.

The joint UNHCR-HKCC re-housing project in Nea Smyrni, which took most of the
staff’s time in the 1960’s, was undoubtedly one of the most successful of all refugee re-
settlement ventures in the Athens area. It was often visited and pointed out as a model with
respect to construction, to educational action on the inhabitants, and also with respect to
the payment of monthly dues. These had started being collected from the very first month
months after the family had moved in; lapses were much more frequent under the latter
system. The total cost of the project was about $300,000, of which $65,000 were contributed
by UNHCR, leaving roughly $235,000 as the HKCC’s share. The families’ monthly
installments ranged, according to the size of the apartment, from eight to eighteen dollars.

THE ATHENS STAFF
In the summer of 1948, the Tavitians left Athens to assume charge of new HKCC projects

developing in Lebanon and Syria. Yervant Djedjizian became director of the Athens Branch
of HKCC, with his wife Azad as his close assistant. They were well seconded by Dzovig
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Topdjian. Mrs. A. Israelian continued serving as assistant to the ophthalmologist and also
to Dr. Dimisas, respectively in the treatment of eye diseases and in the medical supervision
of school children. She also initiated a first-aid course, gave lectures on health subjects to
parents and teenagers, and kept on arranging for surgical operations at reduced fees by
some of the best specialists in the city. She resigned to retire in 1958.

In 1961, Yervant, in his middle forties, began showing signs of a slowly progressing
incapacitating disease which turned out to be multiple sclerosis. By October 1963, he had
become totally unable to exercise his function. By then, most of the activities had dwindled
to the point where Azad alone could handle them with her helpers. She was kept fully busy,
however, by the housing project and faced courageously the unexpected difficulties it was
beset with.

In July 1972, Yervant passed away. “He was deeply mourned... His part in the building up
of the Karagheusian work in Athens will remain unforgotten. His skill as an organizer, his
Christian character, his untiring perseverance and inexhaustible patience, as well as his
kindly disposition and cheerful sense of humor, had won for our Agency in Athens the
confidence and goodwill of all. HKCC is indebted to Yervant, ably and devotedly seconded by
his wife, not only for the continuance of its activity through the four tragic years of war and
famine, 1941-45, under unbelievably difficult conditions, but also for the consolidation of
our Agency’s position through the reputation of efficiency, integrity, impartiality and
cooperativeness which it acquired both in the Armenian community and with Greek and
international relief authorities.” (quoted from N. Tavitian’s annual report for 1972).

CHAPTER 4 - LEBANON AND SYRIA
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(1941-1948)

BAcCKGROUND TO HKCC INVOLVEMENT IN LEBANON AND SYRIA

After Turkey had been defeated in the First World War, Armenian survivors of the
1915-16 deportation were able to return to their native towns and villages (1918-1919). In
the following three years, however, the Turkish nationalist movement, started under the
leadership of Mustafa Kemal, grew in importance until it finally gained the upper hand.
Armenians felt unsafe and abandoned their homes or were once more ousted therefrom.
Those in Constantinople, Smyrna and the western areas of Turkey left for Greece; those of
the interior of Asia Minor and the eastern provinces escaped to the nearest countries where
they could feel safe: Lebanon and Syria, both under French Mandate. 50,000 of them settled
there, mostly in the outskirts of the principal cities: Aleppo, Beirut, Tripoli, Latakieh. The
underdeveloped, mainly rural economies of these countries were unable to absorb such a
mass of additional labor; hence, the miserable conditions prevailing among these refugee
families had little improved in the following two decades.

In 1938-39, 20,000 more were added to this mass: the Sandjak of Alexandretta, a strip
lying in the North of Syria, having been given back to Turkey, Armenians living in this
territory had to leave it once again; they trekked to re-settle, likewise in Lebanon or Syria.
When the Second World War broke out in 1939, there were about 70,000 Armenian refugees
living under precarious conditions in these two countries.

On the local level relief had been forthcoming through the French mandate authorities,
AGBU, the Swiss Friends of the Armenians (SFA), the American Red Cross, Near East
Foundation (NEF) and others. Dr. Bayard Dodge, President of the American University of
Beirut (AUB) and a good friend of Mihran Karagheusian, had been personally instrumental
in inducing some of these agencies to intervene. He had also encouraged the many
Armenian doctors and nurses of his Medical Faculty to give their services to these people in
distress. In addition, he had made many of the faculty’s facilities available for this purpose,
notably the pharmacy, at a time when medicines were scarce on account of the war raging
in Europe.

What made the condition of most Armenian refugee groups in Lebanon particularly
tragic, was the outbreak of malaria in their areas of settlement: along the Beirut River, in
Ras-ul-Ain near Tyre and particularly in Anjar. Anjar lay 40 miles east of Beirut; the French
mandate authorities had expropriated there a large tract of land in view of establishing a
rural community for some 4,000 of the Sandjak refugees. Here these authorities had also
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started building for them small individual houses which, however, were unfinished in the
summer of 1939, when the group arrived.* The severe winter, at an altitude of 1,000 meters,
followed by the malaria epidemic in the succeeding summer, took a heavy toll on the Anjar
population, especially among their infants and children.

THE ANJAR CLINIC

Local welfare agencies turned their attention to Anjar. In October 1940, a children’s
clinic was opened by a group of AUB doctors and nurses encouraged by President Dodge,
who had secured its financing through Mihran Karagheusian. It was to operate as an HKCC
project, the first under this label in Lebanon—although Mihran had on many earlier
occasions contributed personally important sums to relief projects for refugees, usually
through Dr. Dodge. The purpose of this clinic was to be not only treatment of sick children,
but also the education of mothers in the care of their children, and also for the application
of preventive measures such as immunizations. An AUB pediatrician and a graduate nurse
were put in charge. Besides the pediatrician’s examination of cases and their treatment
(100-180 cases per month with one weekly session) children were also weighed for follow-
up of their growth, vaccinated against smallpox and typhoid; free medicines were issued,
milk was given out, superficial injuries were dressed, home visits were paid by the nurse for
checking on treatments and for general instruction in child care. The annual HKCC budget
rose progressively from $1,440 in 1941, to $4,000 in 1947; in addition, $2,600 were spent in
improving the premises in 1944-45. These amounts do not include contributions from other
agencies, including AGBU gifts, principally for infants’ milk.

FirsT HKCC PROJECTS IN BEIRUT

In 1941, Mihran Karagheusian, again through President Dodge, started contributing to
several projects in Beirut for meeting the health needs of the Armenian refugee population.
The most important one was a children’s clinic in a Beirut Armenian settlement, Bourdj-
Hammoud, for which the HKCC would provide $3,000 annually. It was to be administered
by a committee composed of eight members, mostly Armenian, appointed by President
Dodge. They were AUB medical and nursing personalities: a representative of AGBU, a
representative of the French Medical Faculty and the AUB treasurer.

* This group came from the villages of Musa Dagh, made famous by Franz Werfel’s novel “The Forty
Days of Musa Dagh.”
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The clinic opened formally in November 1941. A pediatrician, a graduate nurse and
auxiliary personnel were engaged on a full-time basis. Although the general conception and
the purpose of this clinic were similar to those of the Anjar clinic, their admission policies
were to differ somewhat. The 40,000 strong population of Bourdj-Hammoud, where the
Beirut clinic was located, comprised roughly 25,000 Armenians, 10,000 Moslems and 5,000
Christians of other denominations, unlike the exclusively Armenian population of Anjar.
The Beirut clinic was to be open to all sick children of needy families of the neighborhood.
Emphasis would be laid, as in Anjar, on prevention and education in hygiene for mothers
and also for school teachers. Prevention and educational action, however, could only be
applied to Armenian cases.

The diseases most commonly met were digestive tract disorders in summer, infections of
respiratory organs in winter; and diseases due to faulty development and under-
nourishment throughout the year; in addition to infectious diseases—mostly malaria and
typhoid fever.

General health supervision of school children was soon added to the program. This
comprised the annual examination of the entire student body of the schools, recording of
findings and follow-up of dysfunctions and defects, in cooperation with the family. This
project covered between three and six hundred boys and girls from six to fourteen.

Trachoma and other eye diseases were as rampant among Beirut refugee school children.
Under the direction of AUB ophthalmologist Dr. Baghdassarian, treatment was applied both
in the clinic and in schools. In the years 1942-47, the number of trachoma sufferers dropped
considerably from a maximum of 140 clinic cases subjected to 6,000 treatments to only ten
who received 500 treatments. In the same period, the number of school children treated
varied between a minimum of 250 in two schools (1941), and a maximum of 1,300 in eight
schools (1943). In 1946, the number had dropped to 680 in eleven schools.

The diseases and defects observed both in the clinic and in the schools pointed to poor
sanitation in the environment as one of the principal causes. Malaria has already been
mentioned; it was spread by mosquitoes breeding in the undrained Beirut River bed. Some
latrines had been provided by AGBU for the refugees arriving from the Sandjak in 1939, but
their number and capacity were inadequate, and there had hardly been any maintenance.
The dwellings were improvised shacks made of random boards, of flattened out petroleum
cans or of corrugated metal sheets. The school buildings were just as bad. Garbage collection
was practically non-existent on most of the area; a very defective sewer network served only
certain sections of the area.

In 1944-45, the HKCC contributed $2,500 for some sanitation improvement projects:
nine schools were provided with latrines, urinals, washing troughs, septic tanks and water
reservoirs. AGBU had also contributed to the cost of these jobs. Stagnant water surfaces
around the Beirut River bed were sprayed to prevent the breeding of malaria mosquitoes.
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In 1941, the clinic budget had been $3,000; wide acceptance by the public had resulted
in the expansion of the clinic’s services; Dr. Dodge was able to obtain a corresponding
increase in the HKCC’s annual allowance, which thus reached $6,600 in 1947.

ALEPPO

In 1940, the miserable condition of the refugees from the Sandjak reaching Aleppo had
moved Mrs. Altounyan, the English wife of the founder and director of one of the city’s oldest
and best private hospitals, to appeal to Mihran Karagheusian for a relief fund which she
undertook to personally manage. The outcome was a noon meal for four to five hundred
needy Armenian school children of the city. The project, which was run on an annual
allowance of $4,800 to $5,300, filled a great need. It was continued till 1949.

A second Aleppo venture was the so-called “Anonymous Donor Project.” Vartan Jinishian,
a New York rug merchant and one-time partner in the A.& M. Karagheusian business, had
entrusted a total sum of $30,000 to the HKCC, between 1946 and 1948, to be used for relief
of needy Armenians in Aleppo. He insisted on his name remaining unmentioned so that he
might not be pestered with appeals. Hence the “Anonymous” designation of his project. Leon
Zenian, founder of the Sunday Schools of the Armenian Apostolic Church and a good friend
of the Karagheusians, was asked to manage this sum for the purpose in view as best he
considered. He was well acquainted with the Armenian communities of Lebanon and Syria,
he himself being a long time resident of Beirut. He set up a closely-knit committee
representing all three Armenian denominations. This Anonymous Donor Committee, in
consultation with Zenian, decided to help widows with children under twelve by providing
them with food, clothing, and medical care. Some forty such widows having fifty-seven
children in all were thus being helped in 1948.

‘REPATRIATION’

The migratory movement to Soviet Armenia (1946-7) did not have any marked effect on
the HKCC activities, even though one third of the Anjar settlers had joined the group
departing from Lebanon. The clinic load, be it in Anjar or in Beirut, hardly showed any drop;
the number of people needing the services which these clinics could render was large
enough to fill the places of those who had left.
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CHAPTER 5 - LEBANON - BEIRUT
(1948-1970)

A FuLL TIME MANAGEMENT FOR AN EXPANDED PROGRAM

In 1945-48, the increased the HKCC activities in Lebanon and Syria could no longer be
managed by volunteers provided mostly by the American University of Beirut (AUB).
Moreover, President Dodge having retired in 1947/8, was no longer there to coordinate and
stimulate their action. Hence the assignment of the Tavitians to Beirut as directors for this
area; Yervant and Azad Djedjizian were left in charge of Athens. The Tavitians landed in
Beirut in August 1948. They were guided in their first steps by a Near East Foundation
worker, and introduced to the field by Levon Zenian.

The Beirut Clinic Committee appointed by President Dodge, though now to be relieved of
its administrative function, was to remain as an advisory board; but its President, Dr. H.
Yeni(komshian), would continue representing the HKCC in official relations with the
government. With funds and authority now deriving solely from the HKCC, representation
on the Committee of the French Faculty and of AGBU was no longer relevant; so that the
committee as reconstituted comprised Dr. Yeni, President; Dr. A. Baghdassarian, vice-
President; Me. H. Chamlian, legal advisor; and two ex-officio members of the AUB faculty,
in re-affirmation of the HKCC’s “genetic link”.

THE FOUNDER’S DEATH

The passing away of Mihran Karagheusian in October 1948, so soon after the change of
management, created considerable commotion in Armenian circles. Mihran had become
almost a legendary figure through his numerous charities.

A solemn memorial service was held in the Antelias Cathedral, led by Catholicos Karekin
I Hovsepian in person. Similar services followed in Beirut, Anjar, Aleppo and Athens, thus
starting a tradition which was observed throughout the years.

Incidentally, these memorial services, followed by a gathering of local personalities of all
groups and allegiances invited to the celebration, furnished occasions for affirming the
HKCC’s impartiality, and readiness to associate, cooperate and serve, irrespective of
political, religious or other considerations.

This came as a surprise to many; so exceptional seemed, in the Beirut community context
of the time, an Armenian welfare agency not only financially independent of public support
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but also unlinked to any national movement. A most valuable asset, owed to the inspiration
of the founder.

TaE HKCC BUDGET

The financial resources of the HKCC greatly increased with Mihran Karagheusian’s
demise. The annual appropriation for Lebanon and Syria of $20,000 in 1948, was raised to
$60,000 in 1960, and to $118,000 in 1970. A considerable expansion of the program was thus
made possible.

THE BEIRUT CLINIC; ITS RAMIFICATIONS

With full-time professional attention now available, the Beirut clinic’s activities gained
in depth and scope from 1948 on. In depth, through closer attention to procedures and
introduction of more refined methods in the registration of cases, in the recording of
findings, in the follow-up on treatments prescribed and in the investigation of family
conditions; through closer and more frequent contacts and exchanges between the
management and the personnel as well as with other agencies in related fields. The
following activities were expanded or newly started:

¢ Immunizations in the clinic were increased considerably, up to 8,000, mostly against
polio, diphtheria, and smallpox.

¢ Larger quantities and a greater variety of free medicines became available
beginning in 1963, thanks to a system of state subsidy.

e A weekly distribution of powdered milk for undernourished babies became a
permanent feature; it was restricted to some forty to fifty of the neediest, and was
accompanied by the nurse’s instructions and general counseling.

e A graduate social worker was engaged for home-visiting and family case work;
average yearly total of visits roughly 300. In the late 1960s, family case work and
assistance had become a dominant part of the social workers’ daily schedule, in
response to deteriorating social conditions due in a measure to the large number of
Armenians immigrating from Syria into Lebanon, also to overcrowding, housing
shortage after successive fires in one of the settlements, and political uncertainty
resulting in growing unemployment.

e A weekly “well baby” consultation hour was initiated, at which the nurse rather
than the more intimidating doctor would give advice to mothers coming of their
own accord with their babies in non-diseased condition. The nurse’s sisterly,
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informal manner would bring the health message home to the mothers, more
receptive in such circumstances than when worrying over their baby’s ailing
condition.

e In the late 1960s, a laboratory technician was being employed on the premises for
stool examinations for the detection of intestinal parasites in school children; and
also for blood and urine tests prescribed by the pediatrician.

During the period covered by this chapter, the clinic’s patient load varied between 1,700
and 2,500 individual children from 1,300-1,700 families. The most significant change was
that of the proportion of non-Armenian to Armenian families applying to the clinic: one out
of seven in 1950, to one out of three in 1963. This reflects the gradual increase of the
Moslem element in the local population, especially after many Armenians had left for Soviet
Armenia in 1947. However, due to the differences in language and customs, Armenian
families could make much more use of the preventive and educational possibilities of the
clinic than could the other groups. A marked improvement was indeed observed in the late
1960’s in Armenian mothers’ child care practices.

THE SociaL CENTER

As a further step towards mothers’ education in hygiene and child care, courses in these
subjects were started for girls of the area in their teens; most of them would stay at home
pending marriage, after having graduated from primary school. At that age they were likely
to be more receptive to instruction than later when beset by family tasks. However, hygiene
and child care would hardly sound attractive to teen age girls as subjects of study; hence,
courses in English and embroidery were offered as bait. The appeal of English lay in its
usefulness as a means of communication, including with relatives in the USA; that of
embroidery in the possibility it gave, at the time, of earning some money. Registering for
English or embroidery compulsorily involved following courses in child care and general
hygiene.

Thus came into being the Social Center where child care and general hygiene were
taught by the graduate nurse, embroidery by a young girl who was an expert in the art, and
English by the Tavitians. As and when instructors could be found, other activities were
added: home economics, Arabic, dressmaking, cooking, folk-dancing, first-aid. The
dressmaking class would turn out an average of fifteen graduates each year. Interest in
home economics spread to the near-by Armenian school where the HKCC was asked to set
up a course for the uppermost class. The cooking class on the HKCC premises, of about a
dozen girls—including occasionally a young housewife or two from the area—would wind up
the annual course with a banquet served to a few distinguished guests and consisting of
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dishes the group had learned to prepare during the twenty-five sessions they had followed.
A team of Social Center girls was trained in folk dances by the wife of an AUB professor and
was able to participate regularly in the annual Folk-dancing Festival held on the AUB
grounds. A number of Social Center girls followed the first-aid course of the Lebanese Red
Cross, and in 1956, one of them came out first in the country-wide annual contest; she
received her prize from the hands of the president of the Lebanese Republic.

The Social Center became very popular; each year as many as seventy to eighty girls
would register for these courses. Besides the direct benefit the girls could derive from the
courses, they were given an opportunity of showing initiative, as in organizing parties and
events. Through their contact with American community ladies volunteering to spend a
weekly hour or two in English conversation with them, at the center or in these ladies’
homes; through their joining the folk-dancing and first-aid groups; the girls’ minds had
opportunities of opening up to views and prospects wider than those they could entertain in
their very traditional and confined environment.

Later, a section was started for young working men comprising evening classes in
English and Arabic; thirty to forty of them would register; they formed an autonomous
association and developed such activities as panel debates, recitals, theatricals, and also
hikes, volley-ball and ping-pong competitions.

THE CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND

Early in 1949, a Mrs. Rosine Hagopian, Armenian American, was referred to the
Tavitians as likely to help her out in a scheme for a children’s playground she had
determined to start when she saw Armenian children romping about in the mud and on
garbage heaps because they had nowhere else to play. Land was expensive, the houses in the
area were very closely built, leaving little open space. Mrs. Hagopian’s proposal came as a
challenge which the HKCC was willing to take up. One of the Armenian school principals
was persuaded to let his backyard be used temporarily for the purpose. Between sixty and
120 boys and girls aged five to thirteen were made to gather there twice a week, and allowed
to play with a see-saw, a swing and a sand-box, under the supervision of a young girl leader.
Later, a larger plot was obtained; handicrafts were introduced: fretwork, cutting out
pictures from magazines, cardboard work, embroidery for girls. A ping-pong table indoors
and a volley-ball net outdoors were features subsequently added.

The HKCC playground gained considerable popularity. In the 1960s, it was host on
several occasions to American Community School “Brownies” for joint games.

In 1957, a young Arab student in social work of the Beirut College for Women, who was
doing her field work assignment at the HKCC, started on its premises a separate play-
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The children's playground, 1958.

ground for Arab children of the neighborhood. Between 25 and 35 of them would gather at
each of the 40-50 yearly sessions held.

ScHooL HEALTH

This program was at first restricted to a single, very poor school; the purpose being to
deal more thoroughly than had been possible with a larger number. Every one of the 280
pupils was exhaustively examined by the doctor in morning sessions extending over several
months. The doctor was assisted by a nurse; the child’s mother would be present in order to
be informed and counseled. Special efforts had also to be exerted to integrate this health
supervision program into the school routine; or the school principal and teachers would
sometimes resent this interruption in their pupils’ time-table.

By and by, the value of the program came to be appreciated and soon other school
principals applied for inclusion. A second school could be added in 1957, seven more in 1969,
bringing up the total to some 1,800. The findings were recorded on individual cards; the
most frequently observed problems were intestinal parasites, nose and throat growths,
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enuresis and undernourishment; remedial action was implemented as far as possible and
followed up by the nurse, with financial assistance within budget limits.

Typhoid vaccination was extended to practically all the schools of the area (around
thirty, comprising roughly 8,000 boys and girls). Following exhaustive medical
consultations, this was replaced in 1968 by polio vaccination, considered more effective.

Eye treatment covered fifteen schools (4,500 children) at its maximum. The drop in the
incidence of trachoma continued steadily throughout; it was believed to have been greatly
fostered by improvements in sanitary conditions, in particular by the reduction of dust due
to the tarmacking of roads. Vision testing was initiated in 1957; around twenty schools—
about 5,000 boys and girls—were tested, correction prescribed where needed and followed
up. For example, in 1969, out of the total tested, 282 cases were referred to a specialist; of
these 123 were provided with glasses—the HKCC often participating in the cost.

ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION; SCHOOL BUILDINGS

The HKCC’s efforts to induce local authorities to provide regular garbage collection,
drainage of stagnant water surfaces, even with the active support of the World Health
Organization and the AUB School of Public Health, proved quite fruitless. Some
improvement was observed only from 1952 on, when Bourdj-Hammoud was set up as a
separate municipality with an energetic and objective Armenian mayor at its head. By 1955,
the cases of disease ascribable to unsanitary environment had considerably decreased,
partly due also to the greater availability of antibiotics on the market, and of their wider
use in the clinic. As regards school sanitation, the HKCC continued exercising supervision
over the maintenance of the washing facilities, urinals and toilets of a few of the most poorly
provided schools, through a man paying visits, instructing the janitors and furnishing
cleaning supplies.

A fund-collecting campaign through AGBU initiated by Miss L. Karagheusian in 1952, as
well as her personal donations, brought some improvement in the general material
condition of the schools and, accessorily, in that of their sanitary installations.

THE PREMISES
In September 1949, the clinic moved to more spacious, likewise rented quarters near by,
in the heart of the population served. However, more space was needed for the expanded

activities. At this juncture, the Swiss Friends of the Armenians (SFA), with whom the
Athens office had had frequent dealings, who were also very active in Beirut, offered the
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HKCC the free use of a property they owned in the same area and which had become
redundant through the reduction of their activities. This property, Emmanuel House,
consisted of a two-story, rather shabby building which had served as a home for the aged,
and an adjoining yard. The offer was accepted with gratitude. The upper story was still
occupied, but the ground floor and the adjoining yard provided enough space for the social
center activities and for the playground. The clinic, however, remained in the rented flat.
In 1955, the SFA decided to sell Emmanuel House, first choice being proposed to the
HKCC. After some hesitation, Head Office took the option. The property was registered in
the name of the HKCC New York. The flimsy old building was pulled down and a new one
was put up consisting of two stories and a flat roof which could be used for laundry
purposes. The ground floor became the center of all educational and social activities,
including the home economics classroom and kitchen and a stage for theatricals; the yard
was used as the children’s playground, while the clinic, waiting room, nurse’s office and
storage space were moved to the floor above early in 1957. In the course of the ensuing nine
years, adjoining small properties were also bought, bringing the total area occupied by the
HKCC to slightly less than 10,000 sq. ft. which had cost roughly the equivalent of $35,000.

PuBLIC RELATIONS

The HKCC Beirut clinic, or better, Child Health and Welfare Center, was often visited by
personalities and groups in the field of health and welfare. An AUB class in public health
would be led once each year to the center on appointment and given explanations about its
activities, objectives and methods. Beirut College for Women classes in sociology and social
work likewise visited the center quite often to be acquainted with the social environment.
Several students of these classes came regularly for their field work credits.

The World Health Organization representative in Beirut was also in frequent contact
with the director in connection with environmental sanitation problems.

The HKCC work also came to be known in government circles. In 1949, it was invited to
participate in a meeting of regional non-governmental welfare agencies held under United
Nations auspices; in 1950, to a social seminar of Arab states held in Cairo.

In 1967, the Jinishian Memorial Fund started operating in Beirut and Aleppo; the HKCC
directors and personnel were called upon to help the newly formed committee in its first
steps in the field of social assistance; they readily responded to the call.

Through its actions as well as through articles in Armenian papers signed by Anahide
Tavitian, the HKCC played an important part in acquainting the Armenian community,
especially the well-to-do category, with social work in general and as applied in the local
context; and also with primary school attendance problems which had escaped attention.
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CHAPTER 6 - LEBANON - ANJAR
(1948-1970)

INTRODUCTORY

Some time after the American University doctors and nurses had set the Anjar clinic
going in 1940, its administration was transferred to the Near East Foundation (NEF). This
agency’s local director was Mr. Leonti Feldmahn, a seventy-year old “White” Russian
gentleman. The Beirut Clinic Committee had no responsibility for the Anjar clinic, even
though both clinics were being financed by the HKCC. The funds were channeled separately,
through AUB for Beirut, through NEF for Anjar.

In 1950, NEF decided to withdraw from Lebanon. By virtue of an agreement between the
boards in New York, the HKCC took over the NEF responsibilities in Anjar together with
the ownership of the equipment. The transfer became effective February 15, 1951.

This meant the addition of the following activities to those under the Beirut directors’
authority: the pediatric clinic, malaria control, sanitation, milk marketing, recreation and a
children’s clinic in the near by Moslem village of Mejdel.

Mr. Feldmahn as well as the half dozen employees now on the HKCC payroll would go on
managing the projects as in the past; the Beirut directors would pay weekly visits to confer
and to exercise overall supervision.

In 1961, Mr. Feldmahn had to resign, after a very full career. His successor was John
Mesrobian who had the great advantage of being fluent in both Armenian and Arabic.

Significant happenings in the chronicles of the Anjar village during the period under
review were the extension of apple orchards, which became an important source of income
for the village from 1960 on; the distribution of electric current through connection to the
public network in 1962; and finally at about this last date, the construction of a fine new
church building replacing the earlier shanty.

THE ANJAR CLINIC

At the time of the transfer to the HKCC, this clinic was staffed with a resident physician,
a graduate nurse, and a practical nurse to assist her. During the years when the malaria
epidemic had raged, a resident physician had been a necessity; but by 1953, when the
general health of the Anjar population had returned to a “non-emergency” situation, a
physician holding consultation hours three mornings a week was to prove quite adequate
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for the pediatric needs of a population of 5,000. The nurse, on the other hand, as well as her
assistant, had their homes in the village. In addition, a number of village girls were given,
one at a time, the opportunity of serving six months in the clinic so as to acquire elementary
notions and practices in nursing which they could then spread to their neighborhood.

Around 2,000 cases would be seen annually by the physician; the patient load consisted
of 500 odd babies and children under twelve.

Great stress had been laid, in the days when American University volunteers had served
the clinic, on preventive and educational measures. The emphasis was maintained
throughout the succeeding years.

A maternity service had been started by the AUB volunteers and was continued by NEF.
A graduate midwife took charge of deliveries; she also held pre-natal consultations with
mothers. This service was continued under the new management.

The infant mortality in 1944, soon after the malaria epidemic, stood at 272%; by 1950, it
had dropped to 87%.

In 1952-3, the practice was started by the clinic physician of examining the children of
the two Anjar schools for detecting conditions requiring attention; parents were informed
and advised to take measures, in the application of which the HKCC would participate.

In 1956, some social activities were initiated by Beirut Social Center girls for the benefit
of their Anjar sisters: dressmaking and needlework groups, cooking classes, folk-dancing.
The remoteness of Anjar was the principal reason why these activities could not develop
into a coherent program as in Beirut. However, the ultimate purpose of raising the level of
motherhood in Anjar was also being pursued and attained in a good measure in the clinic
itself through Dr. B. Minassian’s contact; he would give time talking and explaining to
mothers; they did show signs, by the end of the period reviewed, of greater awareness in the
care of their children.

MALARIA CONTROL; SANITATION

In 1940-42, the very severe malaria epidemic of Anjar had been successfully curbed
through the joint efforts of the French authorities, the AGBU, AUB and others. However,
there were still in 1948-50 isolated cases of the disease, and the menace persisted. Mr.
Feldmahn had organized a system of close supervision of water surfaces in and around the
village. However, the sanitary control of the environment is, in the nature of things, the
duty of a public, rather than that of a private, body. In 1954, following repeated approaches,
the Ministry of Hygiene finally took over the responsibility for malaria control in the Beka,
the region wherein lay Anjar. Mr. Feldmahn’s team continued none the less supervising for
several years the village and its immediate surroundings.
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Water for the village was supplied through conduits from springs one-and-a-half mile
distant; at first there were only a few public fountains where women could come to fill their
pitchers; but in 1951-52, the municipality was able to build a distribution network leading
to individual homes. Upon the municipality’s request, Mr. Feldmahn’s team would, as far as
the budget permitted, ensure the maintenance of the system, in particular by cleaning the
leaves and rubbish which accumulated on the surface of the reservoir in which the spring
water collected. In addition this team also kept an eye on irrigation canals, repaired any
damage and sprayed insecticide.

Garbage collection remained deficient; a cart and donkey with a driver were provided by
Mr. Feldmahn for this purpose, but by 1955, only few housewives would take the trouble to
lay aside the home refuse in a sack or a pail ready for the collector’s round. Even in later
years, no more than about one half of the housewives would pile up their refuse and deliver
it to the collector. As from 1962, the municipality assumed half the cost of this as well as of
all other the HKCC services in Anjar relating to sanitation.

MIiILK MARKETING

In 1947-48, there were an estimated 100-150 milk cows in Anjar. Mr. Feldmahn had
obtained through his NEF employers an appropriation of $3,000 from the HKCC for the
purchase of a truck to convey daily to Beirut, for sale at a better price than could be
obtained in rural surroundings, the milk produced by these cows. In November 1948, hardly
300 pounds were being transported; for 1949, the daily average was 1,000 pounds; during
the 1960’s, it reached a peak of 3,000.

Milk production was then the most important source of income of a large proportion of
the villagers until it was superseded by apple orchards in the early 1960’s. The number of
cows kept in Anjar rose from an estimated 150 in 1947-8 to 610 in 1954. In the 1960’s,
quality requirements became increasingly stringent. In 196667, an “agricultural extension
service” was started by the HKCC for inducing producers to better feed and manage their
herds; to submit them to regular veterinary supervision; to apply artificial insemination.
Spot inspections were carried out in the barns for testing the purity and quality of the milk
at the source. Cooling and storing installations were set up at the collecting center.

A number of agencies—President Harry Truman’s Point Four Program in the 1950’s, and
later the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO), a Danish dairy
mission and the Lebanese Ministry of Agriculture’s services—were all very helpful to the
HKCC in its endeavors to benefit Anjar milk producers.
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RECREATION

In 1948, Mr. Feldmahn was able to obtain a small appropriation from the HKCC through
NEF enabling him to pay the salary of a young teacher in Anjar for leading a modest
recreation project. In the parish school premises, this leader would guide and supervise,
several afternoons and evenings in the week, a few dozen children occupying themselves
with outdoor games and sports, hobbies and handicrafts. However limited in its means and
possibilities, a change in many Anjar children could be noted, according to Mr. Feldmahn,
after two years’ operation: “They were more sociable, less self-centered, more disciplined and
much cleaner”. The project was terminated in 1964, as the leader was no longer available
and other possibilities of recreation became available in Anjar.

THE MEJDEL CHILDREN’S CLINIC

Mejdel was the nearest village to Anjar. It lay two miles to the south west, had a
population of 3,000, all Moslem Sunnites. NEF had started a rudimentary clinic, possibly
with a view to “balancing” the favors bestowed upon Anjar with some benefit to the near by
indigenous population; so as to forestall in a measure any possible feelings of envy. The
HKCC had the choice of refusing to take over this project, but considered it wiser not to.

The permanent personnel consisted of one resident graduate nurse midwife and a village
woman helper. The only medical presence was that of the Anjar physician on two afternoons
a week—reduced to one in 1954. During the week, the graduate nurse would receive the
mothers with their babies, examine, diagnose and administer the treatment according to
her best judgment. For cases which she judged beyond her, she would advise the mother to
return on the doctor’s next consultation day. If she thought the case urgent, she would
instruct the mother to take the child to the earliest medical consultation hour in Anjar.

1,300-1,500 cases were seen annually by the doctor in about one hundred sessions. The
nurse-midwife would deliver seventy to eighty babies during the year.

Because of the language barrier and of the remoteness of the village, the Mejdel clinic
program could not be much developed. Its principal value resided in the permanent
presence of a graduate nurse. In 1968, the HKCC temporarily turned over the Mejdel clinic
to a Swiss Evangelical Mission, paying an annual compensation equivalent to the last full
year’s operating expenses. The mission provided a graduate nurse who commuted daily from
Anjar. The doctor remained unchanged. The clinic was thus re-activated. Alterations were
made in the premises and running water was brought in.
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CHAPTER 7 - SYRIA
(1948-1970)

FIRST MEASURES

It was once again L. Zenian’s helpfulness and excellent contacts with Armenian
communities which enabled the Tavitians to find a director for Syria who was to serve the
HKCC most devotedly and effectively during over thirty years (1949-81), until his untimely
death. Thanks to Kevork Nersoyan, the HKCC was to develop in Aleppo a program, much
less extensive than in Beirut, but fully coherent. Of the two HKCC activities operating in
Aleppo in 1948, the soup kitchen for school children was terminated in 1949.

‘ANONYMOUS DONOR PROJECT’

This was the second HKCC involvement in Aleppo. It was to continue being administered
by the committee formed by L. Zenian, with the Tavitians as advisers and consultants. The
newly appointed HKCC Aleppo director was elected member and secretary of the committee.
In this capacity, he was to assume many of the tasks entailed in implementing the program.

Upon the taking over by the HKCC of a children’s clinic, the mothers under the
Anonymous Donor sponsorship were instructed to refer their sick children to the clinic
pediatrician. The cost of prescriptions and treatments would be assumed by the committee.

Each year, for the renewal of the list of beneficiaries, the committee members would
spend hours of their free time visiting needy families in view of the final selection of the
worthiest. Such dedication as theirs would hardly have been met with in Beirut; the
tradition of voluntary welfare work had remained much more alive in the Aleppo Armenian
community.

In 1953, a very full report of three years’ activity was prepared by the committee and
sent to New York, where it was shown to Vartan Jinishian himself. His interest was aroused
and he was moved to increase his allocation. This enabled the committee to raise the
number of children beneficiaries from fifty-seven to seventy-five. The project could now no
longer be considered a measure of emergency. it had become a permanent institution; as
such, it deserved a constructive and educational feature. A mature woman was engaged to
regularly visit the beneficiaries’ homes and instruct the mothers—usually of low
educational standard—in the better use of the food products given out and in the better
management of their home.
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In the early 1960’s, economic conditions deteriorated, leading to a rise in the cost of
living; the number of benefiting families had to be reduced in 1963; but five years later the
budget could be raised sufficiently to allow an extension of benefits to provincial towns. Up
to thirty-five widows with children in Damascus and Kamishli were added to the sixty odd
of Aleppo. However, Kessab, a community which unlike all the others, had never been
uprooted, refused a proposal of assistance; the leading men asserted that the community
would never leave a widow unprovided for. Neighborly feelings of solidarity had not been
warped in Kessab by deportation and dependence.

A chronicle of the twenty years’ activity of the Anonymous Donor Project was prepared
by the Aleppo director in Armenian and published in 1970.

THE ALEPPO CHILDREN’S CLINIC

In December 1948, a children’s clinic, financed for only a limited period by a wealthy
Armenian, was taken over by the HKCC from the committee which operated it, just as the
term of financial support was coming to an end. This clinic was to become the HKCC’s chief
locale in Aleppo. The personnel consisted of a Beirut French Medical Faculty graduate
physician, a graduate nurse and a maid. The rented premises were large enough to provide
space for the Aleppo director’s office. Both the personnel and the premises were maintained
under the new management.

In 1949, a young woman with two years’ secretarial experience was engaged to relieve
the graduate nurse of clerical duties. Another young woman, well acquainted with the
community, was engaged for home-visiting. She was briefed on the objectives and methods
of her task: means testing, checking on serious cases and on the due application of the
pediatrician’s prescriptions, elementary instruction in baby care and home management.
The families to be visited were indicated to her by the pediatrician, to whom she would
report her findings. The yearly number of home visits varied from 200 to 600.

In the full years after the HKCC had taken over the clinic, the number of individual
cases yearly seen by the pediatrician would fluctuate between 1,800 and 2,500; of total
number of visits to the clinic, between 5,400 and 6,700; of treatments applied in the clinic
by the nurse, 600 to 1,900; of free medications issued by the pediatrician to the mothers for
their children, 150 to 1,900. About one fourth of the patients applying to the clinic were non-
Armenian, mostly Moslem.

The peak in the clinic activity was reached in the years 1956-57; thereafter, the number
of visits gradually decreased, due mainly to the slow but steady emigration of Armenians;
by 1965, an estimated 10-15% of them had left the country. This movement was caused by
deteriorating economic conditions and increasing restrictions on community activities.
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The physician and an assistant would, every year in the spring season, visit the
Armenian schools to vaccinate their pupils against typhoid fever, quite common at the time
in Aleppo. The vaccine was furnished free by the Syrian medical authorities. Virtually the
whole Armenian school population of Aleppo—over 9,000—was covered by this program. An
outbreak of cholera in the Middle East, in 1966, led the clinic team to vaccinate the children
and adult inmates of twenty-five Armenian schools.

JoINT AGBU-HKCC FEEDING PROJECT

The discontinuance of the soup kitchen project for school children should not be taken to
mean that these no longer needed extra nourishment. Many of them would come to school
on an empty stomach. Hence, in December 1948, a breakfast began being served every
morning during two to three winter months to over 400 selected children in eighteen schools
of the city and its suburbs. The milk, in powder form, was a gift of the AGBU New York
Ladies’ Committee; sugar and crackers were provided by the HKCC. The HKCC also paid
two supervisors’ salaries. Responsibility for the distribution, the mixing and warming of the
milk lay with an AGBU local committee member and the HKCC director, assisted by
volunteer AGBU ladies. The project was an immediate success. The donating ladies felt
encouraged to renew and increase their annual gift in the four succeeding years; so that by
1954, 1,650 boys and girls were benefiting from the project in twenty-six different schools.
A sampling showed a group taking this breakfast to have gained thirty to thirty-five times
more weight during the period of observation than a control group.

In the last two years, however, the initial enthusiasm had waned: the burden was proving
too heavy, both on the HKCC personnel and on the volunteers. The project was discontinued
in 1955.

EYE DISEASE CONTROL IN ALEPPO SCHOOLS

During the Tavitians’ very first visit to Aleppo, their attention was drawn, among various
needs, to that of combating the eye diseases widespread among Armenian children. In
October 1948, they were introduced to an ophthalmologist, Dr. Robert Jebejian, who was
particularly well informed in this field and was willing to cooperate in an eye disease
control project under the HKCC management, to be undertaken in Armenian schools.

Starting late in 1948, a practical nurse, who had earlier been trained by Dr. Jebejian,
would visit the schools to treat with eye drops children previously diagnosed by the
specialist as having trachoma (30-40%) or some other eye disease. For four years
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consecutively, this procedure was applied to a growing number of pupils: up to 2,000 in
thirteen schools. At the end of the school year, 40% of those treated were found no longer
needing treatment. At the close of the four-year period, the improvement in the condition of
eyes was considered justifying the termination of wholesale treatment; teachers were
briefed on the symptoms to be observed and were provided with eye drops to apply if and
when needed. A check by the doctor three years after mass treatment had ceased showed
the improved condition to have persisted.

An attempt was made, with only partial success, to extend the treatment of eye diseases
to the children of Armenian schools in provincial towns of Syria: Rakka, Deir-ez-Zor,
Hassitche, Kamishli. In this latter town, trachoma was particularly rife among the children
of a Kurdish tribe in the process of recovering its Armenian ethnicity, after having been
forced into Islam a few generations earlier. The prevalence of eye disease was explained by
their extremely primitive living conditions.

Vision-testing was also given some attention. Only two or three schools in Aleppo took
the trouble, however, to use the chart with Armenian characters which Dr. Jebejian had
personally prepared and had had printed for distribution in Armenian schools of the
Diaspora.

As will have been noted, eye disease control by the HKCC in Aleppo schools was not to
attain the degree of elaboration of the Athens and Beirut programs.

THE CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN SCHOOL DENTAL CLINIC

In 1963, the HKCC and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (CGF) came to an
agreement whereby the HKCC would set up and manage a Dental Clinic for school children
in Aleppo with funds furnished by the CGF. A preliminary examination by the dentist of
1,300 children below age fifteen had shown the sorry state of their teeth; few of them were
without caries; and yet, only seven out of those 1,300 had ever been taken to the dentist.

The clinic started operating in July. In the subsequent full years about 140 sessions
would be held; the number of children seen and treated rose to 400 odd, the number of
treatments to 1,200. An indication of the progress made by children in their willingness to
submit to the dentist’s care is the steady increase in the number of cases he was able to deal
with in each session: from an average of 6.2 in 1964, to 10.2 in 1967, to 17.5 in 1970.

THE ALEPPO PROGRAM’S PRECARIOUS POSITION

Throughout the twenty and more years covered by this chapter, there prevailed in Syria

65




a climate of instability, if not insecurity. The juntas in power changed four or five times
during this period. Such instability could hardly favor economic well-being, particularly in
the lower classes.

The resulting discontinuity of contact between the Aleppo and Beirut Directors and the
infrequency of the latters’ visits to the Aleppo activities prevented expansion of the
program. If these were able to proceed and develop as they did, that was entirely thanks to
the absolute reliability and unsparing efforts of the Aleppo director, Kevork Nersoyan, and
to his ability to get along with people.

The HKCC never had any legal recognition in Syria as it had in Lebanon; three to four
applications were filed at different times, with successive regimes; nothing came out from
any of them. Nevertheless, typhoid and other vaccines were issued to the clinic by official
health authorities and the HKCC clinic was able to have a stand at an exhibition in
Damascus in 1954; these were taken as signs of tacit recognition.

Left to right: Dr. Pergrouhi Svajian, and Anahide and Noubar Tavitian in
Brummana, Lebanon, 1960.
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CHAPTER 8 - TWO PROJECTS IN COOPERATION

LEBANON AND SYRIA
(1948-1972)

INTRODUCTORY

A resume of the HKCC’s history would be incomplete without a review of two important
welfare ventures carried out in Lebanon and Syria in close cooperation with organizations
engaged in related fields. Instances of such cooperation in Greece were mentioned. This
aspect of the HKCC’s activity became equally significant in Lebanon and Syria.

TUBERCULOSIS DETECTION AND FOLLOW-UP

HKCC workers had noticed in the course of visits to homes in Aleppo on various
occasions, some cases of TB patients in whom the disease had been arrested after
hospitalization in the Azounieh Sanitarium in Lebanon, but in whom there was now danger
of relapse due to unfavorable living conditions in the family. This was brought to the
attention of the sanitarium management. In 1956, an agreement was concluded with them
by the terms of which the HKCC undertook to initiate and supervise, both in Beirut and in
Aleppo, socio-medical follow up action by a graduate social worker whose salary would be
paid by the Azounieh committee.

Operations having been delayed by the civil war of 1958, it was not before 1959 that the
service could be started. A very useful link was thus established between the patient,
his/her family, the sanitarium medical director and the Beirut anti-TB center. This center
had recently been endowed, through the World Health Organization, with up-to-date
equipment and trained personnel. A graduate social worker was engaged for Aleppo as well,
where an anti-TB center was also in existence. The result of these actions was a greatly
reduced proportion of relapses and of treatment interruptions due to patients’ premature
and unauthorized departures from the sanitarium. In the mid-1960’s, new drugs were
introduced by which TB could be treated with much reduced periods of hospitalization. The
social workers’ task would then consist in ensuring that the patient regularly came to the
anti-TB center to submit to his/her prescribed treatment.
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RE-HOUSING PROJECTS

INTRODUCTORY

In 1952, Leila Karagheusian had been deeply shocked by the sight of the slum living
conditions of Armenian refugees in the Karantina settlement, right within the Beirut city
limits. In her interview with President of the Republic, Camille Chamoun, in 1954, and
again in 1956, she had brought up the problem of rehousing these refugees. She had added
that she herself was ready to contribute a considerable sum, though certainly by far not
enough for an undertaking of such magnitude. The president had insisted that it was up to
the Armenian community in Lebanon to plan and collect funds for this purpose. As a result
perhaps of some hint or pressure on his part, a Central Re-housing Committee was set up
by the Beirut Prelacy early in 1957. This committee proved unable to raise money, or to take
any concrete step, mainly because of the strong opposition to the Armenian Church
hierarchy bred by the 1956 Catholicate election.

In May of the same year, the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (CGF), which had recently
been set up in Lisbon, sent representatives to inquire about the needs of the Armenian
community in Lebanon. When told about the slum problem and the Prelacy Re-housing
Committee, the CGF expressed willingness to contribute £50,000 (ca. $140,000) towards the
solution of this problem, subject to their approval of a layout of the buildings and of a plan
for the management of the project; the body in charge of management to be recognized by
the government and to comprise representatives of the CGF and of all community currents
of opinion.

After a few months, the Prelacy Re-housing Committee submitted to the CGF a layout
and a management plan according to which it was to be the sole decision taker; neither the
CGF nor any outside party were to have a say. The CGF rejected the proposal. A deadlock
resulted, also partly due to the civil war of 1958.

In 1959, as a means of resolving the deadlock, the CGF approached the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), with which it had had dealings in connection
with other housing projects elsewhere. UNHCR proposed to entrust implementation to the
Swiss Friends of the Armenians (SFA), an organization wholly outside Armenian political
currents and acceptable to all. It turned out, however, that SFA could not itself purchase
land. Long negotiations followed. Finally, SFA formed a distinct body which was recognized
by the government in 1965; this was the EHLAN, acronym for the French wording of
“Mutual Aid Association for the Rehousing of Needy Lebanese Armenians”. This body was
made up of representatives of SFA, UNHCR, of the donating agencies and a legal adviser;
the ex-officio president was the SFA director in Beirut.
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Leila Karagheusian, who was to contribute through the HKCC $280,000 to the project
had, by 1963, been so disappointed by the delays incurred that she attempted a
breakthrough. She came that year especially to Beirut to initiate negotiations for the
purchase of a plot, hoping that the availability of land, an essential factor of the project,
would precipitate action. It did, in fact, though not quite in the way she had anticipated.
Catholicos Khoren and his immediate counselor, Khatchig Babikian,Esquire, President of
the Armenian Community Lay Council and Armenian Deputy to the Lebanese Parliament,
stepped in upon hearing of Leila’s venture. She agreed with them to bear the entire cost,
$420,000—to be channeled through the HKCC—of a second re-housing project to be
implemented by the Catholicate for the construction of one hundred apartments for
Karantina Armenian refugee families and for the management of the new settlement
created thereby. Thus was constituted in 1965 the HABEAS Committee (HABitat Et
ASsistance) composed of the Catholicos as president, Maitre Khatchig Babikian, Khosrov
Yeramian, AUB professor of engineering, and Noubar Tavitian representing the donor. A
special decree, of March 1967, authorized the Catholicate to build low cost housing and
receive contributions to this end.

PROJECT ‘A’

The EHLAN Project (“A”) though earlier conceived than that of the Catholicate, had a
much heavier administrative structure; it was much more subject to internal frictions, and
was hence slower in its operations. In 1966, a Swiss project manager was appointed who was
to take matters well in hand; his salary was paid by SFA, but he was subject to the EHLAN
Committee. After the architect and the contractor had been engaged, a piece of land about
18,000 sq. m. was bought in 1965, in Rauda, in the suburb of Bauchrieh. Layouts were
prepared, discussed at length and approved early in 1966. A building for a social center was
also provided, the cost of which would be partly supported by SFA. The building permit was
obtained in May 1968. Thereafter construction proceeded quite rapidly under the
supervision of a technician supplied by a German overseas technical assistance
organization. The apartments were completed in 1971; the formal unveiling ceremony of a
commemorative plaque took place in June 1972, in the presence of Leila Karagheusian. By
the end of the year some fifty families had been settled by social workers. The project
manager, Mr. Hupfer, was particularly active in preparing the carefully selected occupants
for a mode of collective living entirely new to them. Social activities were initiated under
the direction of a graduate social worker who had been engaged at an early stage, in 1970,
and gone through some preparation for her task.

From a report by Mr. Hupfer for 1977, the following particulars have been gathered
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“EHLAN” low-cost housing project, Raouda, Beirut, June 29, 1972.
Left to right: Anahide Tavitian and Mr. Werner Hupfer, Director of project;
Mr. Leslie Goddyear, Deputy-Director United Nation’s High Commissioner for
Refugees; and Miss Leila Karaghuessian.

showing the stage of development which the project had attained: there were in all 132
apartments, about thirty having been added to the original number thanks to donations
obtained from various sources, including some German and Swiss organizations. There were
also fifteen workshops being operated by the inhabitants, mostly cobblers and tailors.
Monthly repayments varied according to the size of the apartment, between sixty and
ninety-five Lebanese pounds; only two thirds of these dues had been collected in 1977.

ProJecT ‘B’
The purchase of land for this project was much delayed by long-drawn-out negotiations

for buying the very plot on which the Karantina shacks had been erected. This having
finally proved non-feasible, a 15,000 sq. m. piece of land was bought in December 1965, at
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Fanar, in the suburb of Jdeidi, not very far (about half an hour’s walk) from the Project A
settlement. After the architect and contractor had been selected through a bid for tenders,
and layouts had been elaborated and submitted, a building permit was applied for and
obtained in September 1967. In November, the Catholicos presided over a cornerstone
laying ceremony in the presence of 150 guests including high government officials.
Construction work was terminated by early 1969. The endless formalities and dealings with
government departments, the documents that had to be handled for full possession of the
land, were all successfully negotiated by the law office of Khatchig Babikian, Esquire.

The selection of families resulted from exhaustive investigations by social workers.
Priority was given to families whose shacks had burnt down in fires which had raged in the
Karantina settlement in February 1965, and again in May 1968.

Leila Karagheusian donated $70,000 in 1968 for the construction of a 400 pupil primary
school building alongside the apartments. The school was named, in memory of her father,
the “Mihran Karagheusian School”.

A survey of the HABEAS settlement dated February 1980, indicates that by that date,
the total number of apartments in the settlement was 193 with a total population of 1,200.
The additional apartments had been built through donations and through the proceeds of
monthly repayment dues. Leila Karagheusian’s total contribution to HABEAS had reached
$942,000 (1977).

GENERAL

Both settlements suffered serious damage during the fourteen years’ fighting which
started in 1975. The resulting breakdown of the country’s economy, transportation and
public services seriously hampered the consolidation and the development of both
communities.

In July 1968, in an official ceremony held at the summer residence of the Catholicate,
Leila Karagheusian was awarded the decoration of the “Lebanese Order of the Cedar”,
Officer’s rank, for valuable services rendered to Lebanon, by the Minister of Planning and
Social Affairs, Joseph Najjar. The three members of the HABEAS Committee also received
this decoration, Knight’s rank.

Noubar TAVITIAN
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1975 - 1996

Miss Leila Karagheusian, who has been the
President of the Foundation since 1933, always
visited the field as often as possible. However, these
trips were being more difficult to make and, after
the last trip to Lebanon and Syria in 1972, it was
decided to employ an Executive Director, to oversee
the work in the field and the administration of the
head office in New York. In 1975, Dr. Walter
Bandazian was employed in that capacity and
continues to serve.

An Executive Committee of the Board of
Directors was established in 1987, to serve the
Board of Directors between meetings, in view of the
Foundation meeting only twice a year.

The Foundation, in keeping with its stated
purposes, provided health, medical and social
services to Armenian refugees and displaced
persons who had, for political and religious reasons,
departed their native lands for distant and safe
havens.

The Foundation office in Greece, began to receive
refugees as early as 1975, from various countries Walter C. Bandazian
including Lebanon, Syria and Iraq. These persons
were in need of health and social assistance, and our office staff provided the necessary help
in making available visits to physicians and hospitals, as well as preparing the necessary
papers in order to have them legally reside in the countries or facilitate their emigration
from Greece. While the influx was relatively small between the years 1975-80, the situation
in Iran in 1981, precipitated a large number of Armenian Iranians to enter Greece, in search
of stability. This condition remained until 1995, when the Foundation terminated its work
in Greece, because of diminishing need.

In Germany, Belgium, and Holland, thousands of refugees from Turkey became situated
in these countries, and the Foundation became instrumental in facilitating the needs of
these Armenians. While the government of the countries mentioned provided governmental
health care, the people were disadvantaged in that they did not know the language of the
host countries nor the folkways and mores. The Foundation provided primarily social
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assistance in addition to Armenian language study, lectures regarding personal hygiene,
classes for expectant mothers, and adult language offerings. Social centers were established
in Cologne, Brussels, and Amsterdam. While the work in Cologne and Brussels has been
phased out, the work in Holland continues. Hundreds of refugees have been assisted as a
result of the programs initiated by the Foundation.

Since 1989, the Foundation has assisted Armenia. First, relief was provided after the
killer earthquake of December 7, 1988. The Foundation has also provided emergency relief
in providing kerosene stoves and fuel oil for the people of Armenia. Since 1993, dental
clinics for children have been established in Yerevan and Gumri. It was in the Karagheusian
clinics that, for the first time in Armenia, there was a preventive dentistry program for
children and, since 1993, thousands of children have been treated. In 1996, the Foundation
will establish two additional clinics—in Goris and Stepanagerd.

The Foundation was able to make a difference in uplifting the welfare of the Armenian
people in Lebanon, Syria, Greece, Germany, Holland, Belgium, and Armenia.

Walter C. Bandazian, Ph.D.
August 20, 1996
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A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE HKCC ACTIVITIES IN
LEBANON AND SYRIA
1970 - 1996

LEBANON

As Mr. Noubar Tavitian approached retirement
in 1970, Rev. Robert Sarkissian, a French national
of Armenian descent, was appointed Associate
Director in July 1970 to gradually assume the
HKCC work. The transitional period from 1970 to
1973 went smoothly.

These last twenty-five years were years of unrest
in the region. In Lebanon, a bloody civil war started
in April 1974 and continued to October 1990.
Numerous areas of the country were destroyed.
During this period of continuous war, the life of the
population was highly disrupted, and emigration
weakened the communities. The Karagheusian
Centers made their contribution in an effort to
alleviate the sufferings of the impoverished and
distressed people.

MEDICAL SERVICES

The Pediatric Clinic maintained a high
attendance through the years with a range of 10,000 Robert J. Sarkissian
to 13,000 visits per annum. Dr. Vahram
Yenikomshian, the pediatrician, headed the medical team. A second pediatrician joined the
medical team in 1987. The Pediatric clinic continued to focus its efforts on prevention and
education.

The anti-tuberculosis service, initiated in the sixties, was developed in cooperation with
the government’s anti-TB office and the Azounieh Sanitarium. This developed into a chest
and respiratory disease clinic with the addition of a chest specialist.

In 1974, the medical services expanded its reach by establishing the following services:

¢ In 1974, the school health service was established. Two physicians with two different

teams examined regularly about 5,000 school children per year, providing them with
medicine and counseling. When the Armenian Archbishopric of Lebanon canceled its
School Health Committee in 1978, it gave the HKCC a free hand for the medical
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supervision of its schools. The School Health Services of Karagheusian are used as a
model by the American University of Beirut, the Ministry of Health, and UNICEF.

e In 1977, a special room was equipped with up-to-date equipment to provide
ophthalmologic care to children. The Christoffel Blinden Mission - Germany donated
the equipment. This facility was under the able guidance of Dr. Aram Baghdassarian.
The center serves nine to ten thousand school children annually. About 2,000 are
followed up by ophthalmologists or nurses.

e In 1982, the HKCC launched a dental care campaign that resulted in the
establishment of a fully equipped dental clinic in 1986. The clinic operates daily for
dental treatment and counseling.

e In 1987, the HKCC opened a gynecological clinic in the newly acquired building. The
office clinic operates under the supervision of the Gynecology Department of Hotel
Dieu Hospital. The HKCC gynecologic clinic has become a very popular place of
counseling and guidance for young mothers-to-be.

SOCIAL SERVICES

The social services, which were established in the 1960’s, expanded after 1975 with the
worsening of the situation in Lebanon. Emergency relief in food, financial aid, assistance for
medical care, and hospitalization increased year by year until 1991. At times, the social
assistance budget took half of the total budget and reached even 75% during the hottest
years of the war. Six social workers did their best to alleviate the distress of the population.
New services were created to answer to the need: Emergency Relief, War-Wounded Service,
School Social Service, Handicapped Services, Refugee Program,

Sponsorship Programs, and medical services attached to different hospitals, etc. The
social center continued to develop its group activities. It offered to the community a range
of programs: Dress-making School, Cooking, Painting Embroideries, Flower-making, First
Aid, Typing, Speech Therapy, and Folk Dancing. These were organized and conducted by
professionals. From 1973 to 1977, summer camps were organized for hundreds of children
with the active participation of the HKCC staff.

In addition to activities for young people, the center offered educational opportunities
through lectures to school directors, teachers, and other adults.

The Karagheusian Foundation was alert in warning local authorities and families about
community issues and participated in different awareness campaigns and in different
programs of sanitation of public places and schools.

REHOUSING PROJECTS—HABEAS AnD EHLAN
The Foundation kept an active participation in the committees of HABEAS and EHLAN
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rehousing projects. In HABEAS, the second phase of rehousing brought the number of
families relocated to about 200. A third phase of construction (1986-1992), due mainly to the
efforts of His Holiness Karekin II, H.E. Khatchig Babikian, Esquire, and Rev. Robert
Sarkissian (forming the Habeas Committee), gave shelter to 72 other new families. The
HKCC operated the Dispensary in Leilavan, securing the daily presence of a social worker
and a nurse until 1994. After this date, only a social worker took care of the Dispensary. In
EHLAN, the Karagheusian Foundation contributed to the budget by paying the full salary
of an administrator from 1984 to 1994.

The role of the HKCC as a catalyst for good relations and harmonious cooperation
between medical and social agencies of the community was maintained and reinforced for
the great benefit of all.

Beka’s CLINIC
In the Armenian village of Anjar, Beka’a, the attendance of the HKCC Pediatric Clinic

Habeas building, Beirut, Lebanon, 1974.
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decreased regularly during the last ten years due mainly to the improvement of hygienic
conditions in the village. The presence of the clinic with its nurses and regular bi-weekly
visits of the pediatrician are always appreciated and welcome.

In 1987, the School Health Service was extended to Anjar’s three schools belonging to the
different Armenian religious communities. The implementation of the school medical
service, the dental check-ups, and the vision testing programs supplemented the services
rendered in the HKCC clinic and reinforced its impact and influence upon the population.

Besides the medical action, the milk marketing project continued under the
responsibility of the HKCC until 1975. During 1972-1973, in cooperation with the General
Directorate of Cooperatives and the Friedrich Herbert Foundation, the HKCC Directors
trained the farmers of the Beka’a, specially those of Anjar, Mejdel Anjar, Bar Elias, and
Harara, in cooperative management. This training period resulted in the handing over of all
the Milk Marketing Project and its extension service to a newly formed farmers’
cooperative, the Manager of which, Mr. Jean Mesrobian continued to be employed by the
HKCC until December 1975.

The Milk Marketing Project under the leadership of the HKCC expanded and went up to
seven tons of milk collected and marketed daily from about twenty villages of the Beka’a.
These were most probably the best years of farming in the Beka’a Valley.

The presence of the HKCC both in Anjar, the Armenian village, and in Mejdel-Anjar, the
Moslem village, was a factor of peaceful cohabitation during the Lebanon war. Our clinic in
Mejdel-Anjar was and is always highly appreciated by the inhabitants of the area.

SYRIA

As mentioned earlier, Mr. Kevork Nersoyan, the charismatic Director of the HKCC
Syrian Branch, led the Pediatric Center of Aleppo and the Anonymous Donor Program in
Aleppo, Damascus, and Kamishli for 34 years until his demise in 1981.

In October 1980, Dr. Bedros Darakjian, the pediatrician in charge of the clinic since 1978,
was appointed Branch Director. The HKCC Center was moved in 1982 to a more appropriate
area in a district more populated by Armenians.

The relocation of the center, together with the new management, facilitated the
improvement of the pediatric services and the creation of the social center. As of 1983, the
Pediatric Clinic developed its services implementing a well-baby consultation service, a
milk mother program, and an assistance program for medicines, treatments, and
hospitalizations.

Parallel to the development of pediatric service, the social center of Aleppo launched new
activities. In 1982, a First Aid class was launched which became very popular. The main
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problem was how to limit the number of participants
in this class. The same year started a dress-making
course, followed by painting, flower-making, and
embroidery classes that were highly appreciated by
the Aleppo Armenian community.

The HKCC also reached Kamishli, a city in the
far North East of Syria at the Turkish and Iraqi
border. There, a few widowed families were helped
through the Anonymous Donor Program. In 1984,
the HKCC opened a pediatric clinic on the premises
of the Armenian Archbishopric, aimed specially at
the medical supervision of school children. Thus, the
School Health Service of Kamishli developed regular
care of 1100 Armenian children. In 1992, a dental
clinic was added to the pediatric clinic, meeting an
important need in the community.

REFOUSING PROJECT

The Anonymous Donor Program that helps
widowed families in Syria since 1946 continued its
annual support to about 60 families every year. The
help to families consisted mainly in essential food
provisions and clothes to the children. The

Dr. Bedros Darakjian

rehousing program relocated 40 families from Zeytoun Khan, Huluk, and Gurun Camp. An
additional 50 families were rehoused with the cooperation of the Jinishian Memorial

Program.

The Karagheusian work commands admiration and appreciation by its professionalism
and its impartial approach for the great benefit of the poor and the destitute.

Robert J. SARKISSIAN, M. div., M.P.H.
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LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES

LEBANON

The Local HKCC Advisory Committee for
Lebanon reorganized in 1968 was composed as
follows:

Dr. Hovsep Yenikomshian Chairman
Dr. Hagop Yacoubian Vice-Chairman
Me. Hratchia Chamlian Secretary
Mr. Vahe Djazmadarian Comptroller
Dr. Aram Baghdassarian Treasurer
Mrs. Sylva Karayan Counselor

Miss Marie Naltchayan
Dr. Vazken Der-Kaloustian
Mr. Melkon Hazarabedian

During the fifteen year war of Lebanon,
emigrating and departing members were
replaced with new ones:

Dr. Harutune Armenian
Mrs. Sossie Balian

Mr. Hagop Demirdjian
Dr. Zakaria Meguerian
Dr. Steve Yenikomshian

However, in 1987 two or three members only
of this honorable team were living still in
Beirut. The Lebanon committee was then
reconstituted with the following members:

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Dr. Zakaria Meguerian
Dr. Ropovt Chorbajian
Dr. Antranik Manugian

Mrs. Sossie Balian Secretary
Mr. Garbis Markarian Comptroller
Mr. Mihran Shekerjian® Treasurer
Mr. Vosgeperan Arzoumanian Treasurer
Judge Zohrab Ayvazian* Counselor
Me Noubar Toursarkissian

Mrs. Arsho Tutundjian

Mrs. Alidz Barsumian

Mr. Melkon Hazarabedian TAug. 94
Dr. Harutune Yozgatlian 7Oct. 94

* Deceased

SYRIA

The Syrian Advisory Committee is formed
now as follows:

Father Augustine Koussan Chairman
Mr. Krikor Baytarian Vice-Chairman
Mrs. Hilda Chalghassian Secretary
Mra. Suzan Apartian Counselor
Mr. Hagop Kassabian Counselor
Mr. George Aynilian Counselor

ARMENIA

The Local HKCC Advisory Committee for
Armenia is formed as follows:

Mr. Kevork Baghdassarian
Mr. Hovanes Bekmezian
Prof. Edward Garabedian
Ms. Gohar Haratunian

Mr. Ardashes Hovannesian
Mr. Michael Kushak;ian




STATISTICS - 1995

ARMENIA

Yerevan
Dental Clinic - Yerevan (Children to age 15) - 12,023 children examined and
treated.

Gumri
Dental Clinic - Gumri (5 months) - 4,848 children examined and treated.

LEBANON

Beirut

Child Health Center - 11,268 visits by patients.

School Health Service - Elementary Grade - 4,040 children examined.
Ophthalmological Service - Schools - 7,465 children examined.

Dental Clinic - 2,728 children examined and treated.
Obstetric-Gynecological Service - 1,102 consultations.

Family Service - 3,723 cases seen.

Leilavan Clinic - Habeas Social Service (Housing Project "B") - 3,593 visits.

Anjar
Child Welfare Center - 1,164 visits.
School Health Service - 317 students examined.

Mejdel

Child Welfare Center - 942 visits.
SYRIA

Aleppo

Child Health Center - 4,026 visits.
Dental Clinic - 3,929 visits.

School Health Service - 4,744 examined.

Kamishli
Child Welfare Center - 896 visits.
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