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JULIETTA EYNATYAN

HOVHANNES YERZNKATS¢I (13™ CENTURY)
ON TWO TYPES OF LUNAR MONTHS

Key words: church, middle ages, phases of the moon, synodic month, si-
dereal month.

Hovhannes Yerznkats‘i Pluz, an outstanding author of the 13%century, is
known as poet, scholar, public and political figure. His literary heritage is in gen-
eral studied but his cosmographic work still remains unexplored. In this article, we
analyze his work entitled On the Celestial Movements, which is a written version
of his extensive cosmographic sermon delivered in 1284 in the Cathedral of Tiflis.
Of various topics discussed in this work, we have focused on focuses on the infor-
mation about synodic and sidereal lunar months. Their difference is that in one case
we deal with the movement of the Moon with respect to the moving Sun, and in the
other, with respect to the stars. Unlike other thinkers who presented only the syn-
odic month and followed the sequence of the phases of the Moon (since the day of
Easter was determined according to the exact calculation of the synodic month),
Hovhannes Yerznkats‘i also speaks about the sidereal month which had no relation
to the feast calculations.

Jokynuerra JHHATHAH

OBAHHEC EP3HKAIIM (XIIl BEK)
O IBYX TUITAX JIYHHBIX MECSIIIEB

KuoueBble ciioBa:  mecsr, (a3bl JIyHbl, CHHOJTUYECKHH MECHI], CHISCPUYSCKHA
MeCSIII.

Brimaromuiicst aBrop X1l Bexa OBannec Ep3nakaru [Ly3 n3BecTed kak 1mo-
9T, YYCHBIH, OOIIECTBECHHBIN U MOMUTUYCCKUN NesTenb. Ero Tpynbl B 1eI0M H3y-
YeHBI, OJHAKO €ro KOCMOTpauieckoe COUYMHEHHUE 10 CHUX MOp OCTAETCS HEHCCe-
JIOBaHHBIM.
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Peun unér o tpyne “O HeOECHBIX NBMKCHUAX’, 3alMCAHHOM BapUaHTE €ro
IIPOCTPAHHOM KocMorpaduyeckol peun, nmpountanHoil B 1284 r. B kadeapaibHOM
cobope Tudunuca. B nanHO# cTaThe U3 pa3IUUHBIX BOIIPOCOB, 00CYXKIAEMBIX B pe-
YH, MBI BBIJISJIAIIN CBEIEHUS O CHHOJINYECKHX U CHAepHUecKuX Mecsaax JIyner. Ux
pa3HHIIA COCTOUT B TOM, YTO B OJJHOM CITy4ae MBI UMEEM JIEJIO C JBKEHUEM JIyHBI
10 OTHOMICHHIO K MBIKyIIemycs: COIHITY, a B IPYTOM — IO OTHOIICHHUIO K 3BE3TaM.
B otnuume oT apyrux MBICIHTENEH, KOTOPBIE MPEICTABISUIM TOJIHKO CHHOIUYE-
CKHIi MECSII U CICIIIIH 3a MMOCIeI0BaTeIbHOCTRIO (a3 JIyHbl (Tak Kak 1Mo TOYHOMY
pacyéTy CMHOIMYECKOTO Mecsia omnpenesscs nenb Ilacxu), OBannec Ep3nkarm
TOBOPHT TaKXke O CYIIECTBOBAHUH CHIEPHYECKOTO MECSIA, KOTOPHIH HE UMEI OT-

HOLICHUA K Ipa3AHUYHBIM pvaéTaM.



