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At the end of the Soviet regime, the country’s national problems intensified,
and Gorbachev’s policy of “Reconstruction” revealed the issues that had been
unresolved for centuries.

Started in 1988, the national liberation movement of Artsakh, the national
demand to remove NKAO from Azerbaijani illegal jurisdiction, the anti-Armenian
reactions of the central authorities of the USSR and Azerbaijani power led to
cruel and inhumane treatment of the Azerbaijani Armenians. Tens of thousands of
the Armenians were expelled from Baku, Gandzak and other places inhabited by
Armenians. A significant part of them found refuge in the Soviet republics of
Central Asia, including Tajikistan. In the last period of the collapse of the USSR,
turning events were also taking place here. In particular, in 1990 an inter-Tajik
conflict broke out in Dushanbe, the capital of Tajikistan, followed by a
confrontation between the government of Tajikistan and the united Tajik
opposition.

As a result, in 1990, in February, there was bloodshed in the center of
Dushanbe.

According to some Tajik and Russian researchers, the main reasons for the
events could be:
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e Serious economic problems, low quality of life, uneven development of
regions, wrong selection of personnel, inaction, etc.

e The arrival of thousands of Armenian refugees from Baku to Dushanbe
and the provision of their lodging.

e Consumption of construction materials. In the 11" FPY period, the leader-
ship of the republic used 76% of the volume of capital investments for production
purposes and only 24% in the social, non-production sector®.

e February events were planned in advance and had a definite purpose. By
their very nature, they were a test of the strength of government and ruling lead-
ership. To achieve their goals, the Islamist conservatives used every resource at
their disposal, including the youth. They had no idea that it could lead to blood-
shed?.

Among the above-mentioned reasons, the role of Armenian refugees in those
events is the most interesting to us, which was also covered in detail by the
Russian and Tajik newspapers.

Referring to the events in Dushanbe, “Rusarminfo” stated that "although the
demonstrations started with the slogan "Get out Armenians”, in a very short
period of time they turned into a protest against Kakhar Makhkamov, the First
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Tajikistan.>" Before
turning to the problem itself, it is important to pay attention to the circumstances
how he came to power.

During the years of Gorbachev's "Reconstruction”, the Tajik people enjoyed a
sense of spiritual and civil freedom, and even to an outside observer, it was quite
normal for a group of people to gather in front of the presidential palace to
demand justice. Radical changes took place in the political life of this republic
during the period of Gorbachev*.

Thus, by the decision of December 14, 1985, Rahmon Nabiev, the first
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Tajikistan, was
removed from his position, and replaced by Kakhar Makhkamov (1985-1991), who
was more experienced and well-versed in the republic's potential and resources.

! See Paxmonos 2006, 26.

2 cbapupaynu 2019, 38-39.

3 https://rusarminfo.ru/2020/02/12/s-lozunga-doloj-armyan-30-let-nazad-nachalis-bespor
yadki-v-dushanbe/ last seen 17.11.2021.

* PyneHko, Copoku 1993, 92.
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He initiated a series of reforms in various areas of the republic, up to giving Tajik
the status of an official language. All this led to the creation of a number of
underground nationalist groups in the country (Rastokhez, Oshkoro, Vahdat, etc.).
And this in the case when the USSR still existed and the positions of the
Communist Party were still stable. Therefore, these groups turned into opposition
forces and became one of the main reasons for the situation in the country.

Not focusing on many political aspects of the problem, it is important to
emphasize the problem of the resettlement of Armenians.

The fact that the population of Tajikistan was really concerned about the issue
of providing apartments to the Armenians from Baku is an undeniable fact, but it
is necessary to take into account the fact from where the source of the news was
spread. In this connection, the article “Who provoked the disturbances in
Dushanbe in 1990” on the analytical site “Asian terra” is very interesting, which
includes the recollections of eyewitnesses about events. Mariam Eshozhonova, an
Uzbek journalist working in “Paiom Dushanbe” (“Dushanbe News”) as an editor
of the religious section, witnessed how a 65-year-old woman, a representative of
the Azerbaijani community of Tajikistan, spread anti-Armenian propaganda, and
distributed leaflets demanding the editorial office to print her article®. After the
interview the woman left, but the journalist did not lose sight of the fact that the
woman also distributed anti-Armenian propaganda among the young people
gathered in the street. Such a case was not unique because on the same days the
journalist witnessed a young man talking in a telephone booth and shouting in the
Azerbaijani language at the first shots: “It started out®.

The fact that the Tajik people were friendly to the Armenian people from the
very beginning can be seen from the recollections of eyewitnesses, However,
manipulating the social factor, the Azerbaijanis have reached the point that, even
temporarily, they have developed an open dislike for the Armenians. In 1986, tens
of thousands of families of the republic were waiting for a solution to the housing
issue. In Dushanbe alone, more than 20,000 people were waiting for their
apartments’.

5 http://www.asiaterra.info/history/kto-sprovotsiroval-pogromy-v-dushanbe-v-1990-godu

last seen 15.11.2021.

6 http://www.asiaterra.info/history/kto-sprovotsiroval-pogromy-v-dushanbe-v-1990-godu
last seen 15.11.2021.

7 cbapupynu 2019, 76, https:/tnu.tj/Dissertatsii/RavshanzodM/RavshanzodM. pdf.
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Against the background of strong nationalist and pro-Islamic sentiments
among the population, the “news” related to the Armenian refugees served as a
powder keg fire. Demonstrations began on February 11, 1990. The next day, the
passions became so hot that the crowd gathered near the building of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Tajikistan and began to attack the building.
The wave of dissatisfaction spread throughout Dushanbe, and riots began. The
army also intervened. Over the next three days, the city was filled with soldiers.
The Tajik authorities were unable to establish a dialogue and control the situation.
In order to protect the Central Committee building from vandals, the armed units
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and KGB surrounded it with armored vehicles.
Despite this, the protesters managed to break into the building of the Central
Committee and set it on fire. The police tried to pacify the citizens. In response,
people began to burn and destroy shops. Martial law was declared. Urban, inter-
city and railway transport ceased to function, schools, kindergartens, institutes,
banks, post offices, as well as most shops and enterprises were closed.

In order to control the situation, by order of the USSR Defense Minister
Dmitry Yazov, military equipment was brought to Dushanbe on the evening of
February 13, about 5,000 soldiers were deployed in the city and curfew was
imposed. The military was ordered to open fire. By doing so, they managed to
stop the riot.

In three days, according to official figures, 20 people (25 according to some
sources®) were killed, about 600 were injured and 74 of them were shot®. In
1990, the February events started a civil war in the republic.

Conclusion

Thus, in presenting the events that took place in Tajikistan in the 1990s,
several conclusions can be drawn:

The Republic was in a difficult socio-economic situation, the internal political
situation was tense, and the contradictions between the representatives of the
authorities and the opposition forces, as well as among the general population,
intensified. Along with all this, false news about the provision of apartments to
Armenians displaced from Baku was added, which finally was the last straw for the
citizens.

8 Pypenko, Copokun 1993, 215-216.
° PypeHko, Copokun 1993, 215-216.
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The attitude of the Tajiks towards the Armenians against the background of
the all-Union brotherhood was at first rather mild, but the situation was greatly
exacerbated by the representatives of the Azerbaijani community, who, having
received instructions from Azerbaijan, created a cooperation circle and conducted
a large campaign. As a result, the Tajik people, who were in a difficult socio-
economic, moral and psychological situation, felt hostile to the Armenians. Thanks
to the creative work and good name left by the already-established Armenians
living there, the violence against Armenians living and sheltering in Tajikistan was
brought to an end™. Over time, however, circumstances forced to leave Tajikistan
not only a part of the Armenians living there in the 1970s, but also those who
became refugees from Baku'.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

UjGpuwtywu <. 2016, <wjjwlwu hwdwjupubpp flunphpnuwiht hwupwwbBuwnngeniu-
ubpnud 1941-1991 ppe., Gpluwu, <L FUU wwwnd. huuwn. hpww., 185 ky:

Wrorn BcecotosHoii nepenucu HaceneHua 1970 ropa, 7. 4. HauuoHanbHbIli cocTaB Hacene-
Hua CCCP, cotosHbix pecnybnuk, kpaeB, obnacteil M HauuoHaNbHbIX oKpyros, CTaTucTuka,
1973, Mocksa, 176 c.

Manuk ®apugynn P. 2019, IpaxpaHcKkoe NpOTUBOCTOAHME U MUPOTBOPYECKUIA MpoLiece B
pecnybnuke TamxukuctaH B 90-e rogbl XX B., [ywanbe, 219 c.

Paxmonog 3. 2006, HesasucumocTb TapmuKnucTaHa 1 Bo3poMaeHue Hauum, T. 1, [yan-
6e, «MppoH», 424 c.

Pynenko A., Copokun A. 1993, TapxukucraH B orHe, [ywaH6e, «MpdoH», 288 c.

https://rusarminfo.ru/2020/02/12/s-lozunga-doloj-armyan-30-let-nazad-nachalis-
besporyadki-v-dushanbe/ C nosynra «[onoit apmaH» 30 neT Hasap Havanucb BecriopAgku B
[MywaHb6e.

http://www.asiaterra.info/history/kto-sprovotsiroval-pogromy-v-dushanbe-v-1990-godu, Kto
criposoumposan norpombl B [yiarH6e B 1990 ropy.

10 Ujkpuwitywi 2016, 46:
! Uroru BeecorosHoii nepenucu HaceneHusa 1970 roga 1973.

137


https://rusarminfo.ru/2020/02/12/s-lozunga-doloj-armyan-30-let-nazad-nachalis-
http://www.asiaterra.info/history/kto-sprovotsiroval-pogromy-v-dushanbe-v-1990-godu,

About Baku Armenians who Took a Shelter in Dushanbe and ...

HMRrSULAENRU UNUUSULUD PULYULU3ENP 5Y 1990
(0. P6SMHr4UMr3UL PPUTHULMANRE3NRLLEMD TNR'R

cusN3UL U.
UWdthnthnud

Pwbwih pwnbip' Jdbpwlwnnignd, wpgwiuwt wggw)hu-wquunwgpulwu
owpdnw, Pwpyh hwjnieintu, “npwupt, dhonwohlwywu  hwlwdwpunientu,
Pwpyp hwiuunwlwuubn, hwywhwjwlywu pwpngsnyejniu:

FuU<U wnwohu W ybpoht uwfuwgwh U. Snppwsngh Ybpwlywnnigdwu
pwnwpwlwunieiniup oph tipbu hwubtig funphpnwiht Uhnyeniunid Gplwip
wmwphubip wnyw L ndnd sunwgwd fuunhpubpp: tw hwnwwbu ybpwpt-
pnuwd £ wqquihu hhduwfuunhpubphu, npnup unip wpunwhwjnnenu gunwu
1980-wywu pywlywuubtiph ytpohu:

<nnywénd ubipywywgyws tu 1990 pwlwuphtu dwjpwpwnwp “nwu-
ptintd dhonwohlulwt hwlwdwpunnipjwu dwupwdwuttpp W pwgwhwjnynid
U hpwnwpanyeiniuutinh hhduwlwu wwwnbwnubipp: Luunyejwu £ wnuynid
1988 . wnppbowuwlwu htwmunnuywu b hwywhw) pwnwpwywuniejwu hb-

wnbwupny Pwpyhg, Swudwyhg b wy ywpbiphg pnuh qunewd hwjtiph hwp-
gp, npnug dh dwup wwwuwnwt Ehu guinbp Swohlunwuntd:

K BOMPOCY O HAWWEALWWUX YBEMULLE B OYLLAHBE
BAKMHCKNX APMAHAX N PEBPAJIbCKUX COBbITUAX 1990 T.

LLUAFOAH A.

Pesiome

KnroueBbie cnosa: Tlepectpoiika, Apuaxckoe HauMoHanbHO-0CBOOOAUTENBHOE
LBUeHVe, OakuHcKkue apmaHe, [lylnaHOe, MeMTagMWKCKUIA KOHGNUKT, HakuHckue
6exeHLbl, aHTUapMAHCKaA NponaraHia.

MonnTuka [Nepectpoiikn nepsoro u nocnegHero npesungeHta CCCP M.
lopbayeBa BbicBeTMna npobnembl, cywectsosaBlume B Cosetckom Cotosze Ha
MPOTAMEHUN MHOTMX NET, KOTOPble Tak W OCTaIMCb HEPELLEHHbIMM.
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JT0 KacaeTcAa rnaBHbIM 0bpa3oM HauMOHabHbIX Npobnem, OCcTpo Bbipa-
MEHHbIX B KoHLUe 1980-x ropos.

B cratbe npepcraBneHbl NOAPOOGHOCTY MEMTAAMMKCKOro KOHNUKTa B
cronuue lywan6e B 1990 rogy n packpbiTbl OCHOBHbIE NPUYKHBI CObbITHIA. B
pesynbTaTe nocnefoBaTeNbHOW WM aHTMAPMAHCKON nonuTuku AsepbaiifmaHa
6bin peweH Bonpoc 06 apmAHax, HaCUNbCTBEHHO 3MUrpupoBaBLUMX M3 Baky,
[aHA3aKka u Opyrux MEecT, 4acTb KOTOpPbIX Haluna yoexuiie B TammunkmcraHe.
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