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Introduction. Ensuring the food security of the country is one of the biggest
challenges of the 21st century which requires a primary focus and attention both at
national and international levels. The issue of food sufficiency and malnutrition became
more prominent in the middle of the 20th century when food shortages and their
consequences became more pressing around the world and the world population started
to grow at higher rates.

Food security is closely related to the socio-economic stability and the level of
economic development of the country. Food security is considered an integral part of
every country's overall economic security, and it is aimed at providing food of sufficient
quantity and quality, safe for human health, and at the same time accessible to all
members of society.

The country's food security is ensured through local production and food imports.
There must be a balance between domestic food production and import volumes to
reduce import dependence and provide food security. The primacy of the issue
conditions the relevance of this article.

The purpose of the article. The purpose of this article is to study the state of food
security and sufficiency and the import substitution potential of primary food products
in RA. The following tasks were set in the scope of the article:

e To study the essence of food security,
e Analyze food security,
e Identify the import substitution potential of primary food products in RA.

Methodology. The study of foreign and Armenian economists was the information
basis for the solution of the tasks set in the article. Logical, statistical and comparative
analysis methods of the research were implemented in the scope of this article.

Literature review. Ensuring water, food and energy security is a top priority for all
countries. Achieving any security destination requires coordinated approaches, both
within and outside of each country!.

1 SIC ICWC, Water, food and energy security in Central Asia: introductory analysis - benefits of intersectoral
solutions, 2021, p. 3, (original in Russian).
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In the mid-1970s, the concept of "Food security" was put into scientific circulation,
when, unlike in developed countries, where food production problems did not exist,
hunger and malnutrition were massive in "third world" countries.!:

Today, the fight against malnutrition is one of the main global challenges, and
malnutrition is a big obstacle in the path of global food security and sustainable
development?.

One of the important steps in the country's food security is the provision of primary
food products at the expense of local products. That is why having a strong food security
system requires finding ways to become food independent. One of the steps of that road
is the substitution of food imports. The development of an effective policy of import
substitution is undoubtedly a significant stimulus for the development of national
agriculture, industry and other processing branches?.

Argentinean economist R. Prebish made a significant contribution to the
development of the theory and practice of import substitution by considering import
substitution as the only effective area of economic development in peripheral
developing countries. R. Prebish hypothesized that Third World countries lagging in
economic development are the result of their increasing dependence on the export of
natural resources and the import of high-value-added goods from former colonial
countries. The alternative to the existing order was import substitution industrialization,
a policy pursued by Latin American nations. R. Prebish advocated active state
intervention in the economy and import restrictions to protect young and developing
food-related industries, especially machine building.*

Analysis. The state of the economy that provides each member of the population
with sufficient physical, social and economic access to safe and nutritious food that
meets their nutritional needs and preferences and ensures an active and healthy life at
any time is defined as food security. Food security issues are more acute in countries
with adverse climatic conditions or with less land. The high population density and low
income of those countries do not allow them to meet the demand for necessary food
products at the expense of their resources. The RA is one of those countries, for which
the successful solution of food security problems is highly relevant.

1 Avetisyan S. , Problems of food security of the Republic of Armenia/. -S.: Economist, 2014 - p.16-
("Amberd" series), (original in Armenian).

2 Committee on World Food Security, Exposure Draft Recommendations on Food Systems and Nutrition,
Forty-sixth Session “Revisiting Food Security and Nutrition”, Rome, Italy, 14-18 October 2019, p. 2,
(original in Russian).

8 Ivanova D. G., Ivanova O. E., Sukhinin S. A., Import substitution as a factor of increasing the
competitiveness of regional agrarian systems, Competitive, Sustainable and Secure Development of the
Regional Economy: "Response to Global Challenges" (CSSDRE 2018), Advances in Economics, Business
and Management Research (AEBMR), volume 39 p. 3

4 Prebisch, R. (1951, May 28). Theoretical and practical problems of economic growth. UN Economic
Commission for Latin America, 4th Sess, E/CN.12/221.
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To understand the situation in the food market, let's start the analysis with the
dynamics of food production in RA.

B The production volumes, thousand tons

5000
4500
4000

4170.4

3500 8 &4 10 5
3000
2500 3882 yg80.4 30882 2824,
2000
1500
1000
50

0

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

w

o

Figure 1. The dynamics of primary food products in 2012-2021, thousand tons'

Until 2015, the production volumes of primary food products in the RA showed an
increasing trend, and in the following years, they decreased, except in 2020 (Figure 1).

Import and export volumes of food products also increased during the studied
period (Figure 2). The volume of imports in the republic exceeds the volume of exports.
However, it should be noted that export is mainly characterized by growth rates.

! The data presented in the figure was obtained from the data of Th Statistical Committee of RA.
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Figure 2. The dynamics of exports and imports of primary food products in 2012-2021, thousand tons!

The assessment of the level of food security in RA is determined by the food
balance. The food balance is a system of aggregated and analytical indicators that shows
the sources of formation of supply of the main types of food products of the country:
production and import, as well as comprehensive information on the use of these food
products. The balance sheet is presented on an annual basis, which is necessary to
characterize the state of food security in the given period. The level of self-sufficiency of
the primary food products is determined through the balance sheet. By the level of self-
sufficiency, we understand the degree of satisfaction of the country's demand for a given
product at the expense of its resources, which is determined by the following formula2.
Production

%3,

Self - sufficiency level = (Production +Imports — Exports)

The indicators of Table 1 shows that the level of wheat self-sufficiency in Armenia
is 23.2%, which means 76.8% dependence on imports and the amount of wheat in
reserves (last year self-sufficiency of wheat was 24.4%, in 2019 it was 25.9% , which
means the trend of wheat self-sufficiency is declining). Regarding vegetables, the self-
sufficiency level is 105.6%.

1 The data presented in the figure was obtained from the data of Th Statistical Committee of RA.
2 Statistical Comitee of the RA, Publiactions, Food security and poverty, 2022p. January-December,

National food balance of the RA, page 77-78 https://armstat.am/file/article/f sec 3 2022 3.pdf

8 Same place.
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Table 1

The RA food balance in 2022!
X
> =N
g e o g g
5 g 5 5 | % 2
S 2. Z g N &
3
Wheat 138.6 441.7 845.1 13.0 | 845.1 24.4
Barley 75.4 60.8 144.0 1.1 144.0 55.8
Potato 351.4 19.4 543.3 13.7 | 5433 98.4
Vegetables 735.2 81.6 954.7 96.2 954.7 102.0
Fruits (except grape) 346.3 107.1 496.2 113.8 | 496.2 102.0
Legumes 2.8 8.1 13.3 0.0 13.3 26.0
Vegetable oil 0.0 34.4 37.9 0.6 37.9 0.1
Sugar 66.7 11.4 107.7 5.0 107.7 91.2
Egg 41.2 0.5 42.1 0.1 42.1 99.2
Milk 623.1 207.7 880.9 83.3 | 880.9 83.4
Beef 65.6 8.1 74.1 0.7 74.1 89.9
Pork 14.9 17.3 32.4 0.7 32.4 47.3
Mutton 10.8 0.0 10.9 0.0 10.9 100.4
Poultry 11.9 42.0 56.8 0.5 56.8 22.3
Fish 25.0 7.4 34.9 15.5 34.9 148.0
Grape 225.8 4.8 235.7 18.9 | 235.7 106.6

Among vegetables, a relatively low level of self-sufficiency had carrots, which was
75.6%. In terms of fruits (except grapes), the level of self-sufficiency in RA is 114.4%.
Although it should also be noted that subtropical fruits will always be imported, RA
being a "fruit country" can satisfy the domestic demand. For example, the self-
sufficiency level of apricots was 102.0%, in other fruits, it was mainly over 100%?2.

Wheat, vegetable oil, sugar, poultry, pork, etc., are the heaviest part of our food
balance. The level of sugar self-sufficiency is 91,2.0%. In 2019, the republic was able to
provide 53.24% of sugar at the expense of domestic production, and only 25.2 tons of

! Statistical Comitee of the RA, Publiactions, Food security and poverty, 2023p. January-December,
National food balance of the RA, page 74-76 https://armstat.am/file/article/f sec 3 2022 3.pdf
2 Same place, page 75.

171


https://armstat.am/file/article/f_sec_3_2022_3.pdf

sugar was imported, which was 22.4% of the total demand. Meanwhile, in 2020, we
were able to provide only 25.7% of sugar at the expense of domestic production.!

The self-sufficiency level of poultry was 22.3%, in this area it is easy to adopt such a
policy that RA develops domestic poultry farming. The level of self-sufficiency in pork
is 47.3%, and with the help of state support, the level of procurement of this easily bred
animal can be doubled. These are the problems that are not insoluble. Milk imports can
also be reduced. Although it should be noted that we have a level of self-sufficiency
above 83.4% in terms of milk, the rest must be provided at the expense of internal
resources.

Now let's try to evaluate the possibilities of import substitution in individual areas
of food production. There are various interpretations of "import substitution" in the
economic literature. In one case, it is characterized as "the process of replacing imported
products with products produced by domestic producers", as "the process of reducing or
stopping the import of certain products through the production of the same or similar
products” (RA Burko, E. Lukyanchuk), in another case it is characterized as "a type of
state economic strategy and industrial policy aimed at replacing imported products with
locally produced products".

The issue of import substitution is not something new, in the 20th century, many
nations tried to solve the issue of meeting their needs through domestic production.
Attempts have been made at various times to protect the domestic market from foreign
products by countries such as Germany, the United States and Japan. Import
substitution was previously seen as a way to get rid of colonial dependence or to
overcome backward development in the climate of foreign countries dominating the
global market3.

According to import statistics, almost 166 named food products are imported to RA,
and the first 36 out of them that have 80% share of total food imports are presented in
Table 24,

1 Statistical Comitee of the RA, Publiactions, Food security and poverty, 2022p. January-December,
National food balance of the RA, page 7 https://armstat.am/file/article/f sec_3_2022_3.pdf

2 Gabrielyan S., Matinyan A., Import substitution as a condition for effective development of meat and
meat products sub-sector, "Alternative" scientific journal, 2017, p. 145 (original in Armenian).

3 Nikolai Ivanovich KUZNETSOV, Irina Fedorovna SUKHANOVA, Mariya Yuryevna LYAVINA, Igor
Leonidovich VOROTNIKOV, Import Substitution as the Basis for Ensuring Russia’s Food Security, ISSN
0798 1015, Revista Espacios, Management, Vol. 39 (N°27) Year 2018. 29

4 Harutyunyan K. et al., Food Security Assessment and Modeling in Short and Long Term Sectors, - Yer.
Economist, "Amberd Series 48" 2021, page 101-102 (original in Armenian).

172



Table 2

Foreign trade of the first 36 imported product groups in RA (2022)!

Products

Exports

Imports

Weight, | Value,
thousand| thousand

Weight, Value,
thousand | thousand

tons USD tons USD
Beef (frozen) - - 4949,2 15 761,7
Poultry 192,8 2275 38 362,2 58 218,6
Milk and cream 16,2 27,5 10 959,6 25 538,7

Butter and other dairy oils

2980,7 | 17 848,9

4291,4 25 097,4

Cheese and curd

1879,3 | 12537,4

2 636,3 13 543,5

Furs and other parts of birds with feathers or
down. feathers and their parts

78,1 7132,6

Nuts except coconut, brazil & cashew, fresh or
dried

24204 | 97255

4299,0 21705,1

Banana

387,8 275,5

23 944,3 20273,1

Citrus fruits

1112,6 797,0

38 750,3 24 602,2

Strawberry, blackberry, blackberry, mulberry,
currant, kiwi, pomegranate

4140,6 | 19172,8

15 056,1 9 868,0

Wheat 3592,9 729,8 364 693,8 | 102 254,2
Corn 0,3 0,5 98 588,8 24 635,0
Rice 1,2 2,1 11 644,5 9929,5

Flour wheat or wheat bran 5,9 4,0 31 546,0 11 263,3
Sunflower seed 319,5 199,4 4981,6 6572,9

Vegetable juice and concentrate 1,8 21,3 644,9 13 249,2
Sunflower, cottonseed oil 358.,5 774,1 31753,3 49 769,8

Margarine

355,5 4275,1

21590,9 44 173,4

Sweets (candy, white chocolate), chewing gum

506,0 1313,2

6014,1 18 005,4

Cocoa raw materials 2,9 23,4 619,3 2146,8
Chocolate (containing cocoa) 2971,0 | 22982,9 12 890,1 62 956,2
Malt extract, flour, dairy preparations, low cocoa| 52,4 245,1 3278,1 11 857,8

Pasta

700,1 1 460,5

15 027,1 12795,5

Bread, pastries, pastries, cakes, waffles and other

baked goods 815,9 3205,3 9993,3 345275
C-anned other vegetables (frozen without 146.6 305.9 2505.9 29825
vinegar)

Coffee, tea and mate concentrate, instant coffee 403,2 4283,3 1693,6 11 059,9
Mineral water and drinks (with sugar) 11 480,5| 8 888.,8 32 096,7 26 303,3
Ethyl sprit 2439 360,0 393,6 527,5

Cusp and other soybean oil processing residue

27 191,7 17 132,4

1 The table was composed by the authors according to the data of Statistical Comitee of RA.
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Among the imported food products, only selected ones have import substitution
potential. The exclusion of other food products is due to the public's taste and
preferences for their individual types, as well as their difficult substitutability. Such
products include chocolate, alcoholic beverages, sweets, beverages, pasta, etc. In this
regard, Armenian has its own place in the domestic market, and its growth can become
possible only in case of a significant change in the quality of domestic products. Import
substitution does not discuss products that are not produced in Armenia, such as coffee,
citrus fruits, bananas, rice, etc!.

The largest group of imported food products is wheat and meslin. Although the
studies have shown that there are the necessary conditions in RA, both for increasing
the sown area and productivity, it must be noted that all that can be ensured only with a
strict and targeted state policy. This implies the need to introduce price subsidies and
cost reduction tools for large wheat producers.

The next major imported product is poultry. It should be noted that the customs
value of one kilogram of imported poultry is 1.05 USD2 This means that due to the low
cost of imported poultry, local production becomes uncompetitive, which is why there
is a strong need to promote domestic production of poultry. The same problem exists in
the case of the import of beef and pork. In the case of these products, import
substitution is directly related to the improvement of the population's standard of living.

There is a significant potential for the import substitution of vegetable oils in RA.
According to experts, RA has enough potential for the formation of local soybean oil
production. The studies carried out by the "Scientific Center of Agriculture" SNOC
prove that it is possible to ensure a soybean yield of 28-36 tons/ha in the republic.
Although significantly inferior to the neighboring countries, it will allow us to increase
the level of self-sufficiency of vegetable oil to a certain extent?.

The import substitution of walnuts, hazelnuts, chestnuts and pistachios also has
great potential. In recent years, many orchards of these crops were planted, which will
reach their maximal yield in 2-3 years*.

The creation of state support tools for producers and investors is important for
butter import substitution. The development of the sector requires large investments
and expensive technologies. To develop the local production of butter, in 2020, the RA
Government approved the implementation of the investment project submitted by "AA
TRANSIT" LLC to benefit from the privilege of exempting imported technologies,

! Harutyunyan K. et al., Food Security Assessment and Modeling in Short and Long Term Sectors, - Yer.
Economist, "Amberd Series 48" 2021, page 103 (original in Armenian).

2 Same place, page 104.

3 Muradyan M., Food security as a factor of improving living standard of the RA population, The
contemporary issues of socioeconomic development in the Republic of Armenia, Scientific journal of
articles-2022 Nel, page 226 (original in Armenian).

4 Harutyunyan K. et al., Food Security Assessment and Modeling in Short and Long Term Sectors, - Yer.
Economist, "Amberd Series 48" 2021, page 105 (original in Armenian).
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equipment and raw materials from import duties to establish a butter production
enterprise'.

Thus, the following clear steps are needed to replace food imports:

e It is necessary to set a procurement price for domestically produced wheat to
replace its import. As a means of domestic production support, the state can exempt
flour producers from VAT, so they can buy wheat at higher prices.

e In terms of vegetable oil, oil, and butter, state support is also important. The state
can exempt those engaged in this production from customs duty on imported
equipment and VAT.

¢ One of the main obstacles to import substitution for poultry is the limited market
and the high level of competition for imported products compared to local ones. In
this regard, it is very important to increase the volume of local production and
make the price competitive with imported products.

In general, the increase in the volume of food production, and import
substitutability can only be ensured with targeted state support, which includes
supporting producers on the one hand, and consumers on the other, through the
implementation of subsidy policies.

The scientific novelty of this article lies in the fact that based on the studies carried
out by the authors and the patterns existing in the food security system of RA, factors
aimed at improving food security and import substitution were identified and
substantiated.

Conclusions. By taking into account the analyses of RA food security, food self-
sufficiency, and assessment of the substitution potential of food imports, the following
concluding remarks were made:

e The level of food self-sufficiency in Armenia is low. Especially in terms of cereals,
poultry, and vegetable oil. Along with that, mutton, fish, fruits, vegetables, and eggs
have high levels of self-sufficiency.

e Some primary food products have limited potential of reaching the high self-
sufficiency levels, such as butter, vegetable oil, and legumes. Along with that,
wheat, poultry, milk, and sugar have considerable potential for self-sufficiency.

e The most important food group with top priority sufficiency is wheat. In this
regard, not only the low volumes of wheat production in RA but also the strong
concentration of the import market is of concern.

RA is an importing country, and the import substitution of primary food products is
fatal for the country's strategic security.

1 Source: https://mineconomy.am/news/2218, last accessed 25.09.2023.
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MUrsLU3PL ULYSULANRE3NRLE B4 <PULULUL MUMrELU3NL
unruvLuere LerUNRoOUUL @NlulMPLUUL LEMNRGLE LK-NRU

Ubtph Kwdpwpanuih Unipwnyw
Upubtu Upwyghyh Crpnjwt

Zudwonunuighp: Znnjwdnid tkpuyugdus b 22 wuwpkiwhtt widuwbgni-
pjult yhdwljh Ytpnisnipniup b wwpktwjhtt npny wypwupubph ubpunisdwt
thnfuwphtubjhnipyut htwpwynpmipniip: Mwpbktiughtt wtdunuwigniput wyuwhn-
Ynidt mqquyhtt wudunwtgnipjut jupbnpugnyt pununphsutphg b Mwpbuwgh
widunuwbgnipniup hpuwjuliwl, juquuijtpyulub, ynipuntjpithjuljut b wy
punyph dhongunnidubph hwdwihp k, npt ninnuws £ wuhpwdtown npuljh b pu-
Jupup pwbwlnipjudp, wpnnonipjutt hwdwp wijunwbg, (hwupdtp wupkiunyg
wwwhnydwip, npp hwuwibjh £ hwuwpulnipjut jpipupwisinip winuidh, wyy
pynud’ plwlsmpjut wnwyt] jungtih hunywsubph hwdwp, b jupnn E ugun]by
tputg Ynnuhg guijugus wwhh b guijugus hpunlhdwlnid, wyy pynid wp-
nwlwunpg hpwyhdwljutph b pwquju gpoipjut dudwbwly: Gpiph wupkuwght
wjunuwtgnipniip wywhnyynid £ nknujut wpununpuiph wpunwnpnipjut b
ubtinudptpputnh tkpudnisdwt dhongny: Uju hpwhdwlnid Jupunp E, np Bphpp
jupnquiw pupuwbuwynpl] ubkthwlwt wpunwngpnipjut b tkpdnsdwt swjuwy-
Ubpp Ukpunisnudhg upjwsnipyub iuqbgdub hwdwp: Cipjujugdws juughpp
wpnhwlub k Zujwunwh hwdwp:

Unyt hnnwsh tyquwnwljt E ntunmidbwuppl] qupbkbwghtt widunwignipjut b
wwwhnyjwénipjutt Jhdwlp b quubk] ninpubp 2Z-md wwpbkbughtt hhdbwlw
wypwuptubph thipudnisdw hnpjpuphdwt hwdwp: Lywnwlhtt hwutknt hwdwp
junhp E npdbp nuunidtwuhpl] upbbwghtt widunwbgnipyut Entpeynip, 4tpnwst)
wupkutwhtt wmywhnyduwénmpnitp, puguhwynt) 2Z-nid wupbkuwghtt hhdtwju
wypwuptubph tkpuniddwt thnjuwphtidw tkpnidnp:

Ppuljutugyuws Jhdwjugpujul, hudbdwnuljut, npudupwbulut Jtp-
|nwsnipjniuiiph hhdwt ypw wupqg E qupdby, np Zujuunwip hwdwpynud | ubp-
Unidnn Eplphp b dh owpp wnwetijhtt wmypwpwntuwlutph gény ninnulijhnptu
JuwpiJuénipjut ke E utipdnidynn wupkuwdpbpputnhg: Uwljuyt whwp k bybup,
nn Lphhpp nitth qquih tkpnid wyn wyputpwnbuwlutph tipdnisdwy thnpjuwph-
bk hnipjut hwdwnp:

Unyju hnnwsh ghnuljui tinpnypp juyuinud E ipwind, np hknhtwlubph
ynnuhg Juunwpws niunidbwuhpmpinitubph b ophttwswthnipynitubph hhdw
Ypw puguwhwynyt] b hhdtwynpyk) bu Zwjwunwth wupkbughtt wmywhnynipyu,
wupkbwdpbpputph ubpUnisdwt thnjowphubjhnipjut pupbjuddutt ninnus
gnpénutkp, npnug Yhpwpnipniup hp pupbbyuwun wqpbgnippiup Yniuktw
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wupkughtt widunwignipjut, hbnbwuybu wqquiht wtunwbgnipyut qupgug-
dwt Jpu:

Znypjusnud hwdwljupgus nkupny tkpjuyugus b Zujuunwinud yupk-
twyhtt wywhnyJuénipjutt yhdwlhh Ybpnidnipiniup, hhdtwdnp £ hwdwpyb] wyu
tqpuhwignudp, np wupbkbuwghtt wbdunwignipyut ghonn  punupuljutinipjut
Jupdwt vhongny htwpwynp b Zujwunwinid hwutl] wupkiughtt huptwpwynt-
prul pujupup dulupnulh’ tkppht wpnwnpmpjui hwodhi:

Pubunh puntp. wupkiwhtt widuuignipmnil, wupkiwhtt huptwpwyne-
pintl, wupkuughtt hwpytklohn, ubpunidnd, ubpunisdwt thnppwphttjhnipni:

NMPOAOBOJIbCTBEHHAA BE3OMNACHOCTb U MOTEHLWANT UMINIOPTO-
3AMELLEHMA OCHOBHbIX NPOAOBOJIbCTBEHHbLIX NMPOAYKTOB B PA

Mepu Amb6apuymoBHa MypapsH
Apcen CnaBukoBuy JpKosiH

Annotanua. B craTee mpejcTaBieH aHAIU3 IIPOZJOBOJIBCTBEHHOH 6e30IIaCHOCTH B
PA u BO3MOXXHOCTM MMIIOpTO3aMellleHHs HEKOTOPHIX IPOZyKToB murtaHud. Obecreve-
HUe IIPOZOBOJIbCTBEHHOI 6€30IIaCHOCTH ABJIAETCA OFHOM M3 BAXKHEHIINX COCTaBIAIONINX
HaIlMOHAJIbHOU GesomacHocTH. [IposoBoIbCTBeHHAA 6€30IIaCHOCTh — KOMILIEKC IIPaBO-
BBIX, OPTaHU3ALMOHHBIX, JOTUCTUYECKUX U UHBIX Mep, HAallPaBJIeHHBIX Ha obecledyeHue
HeOOXOZMMOTO KadyecTBa M JOCTaTOYHOTO KOJIHMYECTBA IIPOAYKTOB IUTAHUA, KOTOpBIE
6e30TacHbI JJIA 30POBbA, TOJHOLEHHBI U JOCTYIIHBI KOKZOMY WIEHY OOIIeCcTBa, BKIIO-
Jyasg HauOoJIee yA3BUMBIe CJIOM HACeJIeHU, U MOTYT IIOTPeOIATECA UMH B JTI000e BpeMs U
B JII000M CUTyallUW, B TOM YHCJI€ BO BpeMs Ype3BbIYaWHBIX CUTYAlUil 1 BOEHHOTO IOJIO-
xeHus. IIpomoBonbcTBeHHAas 6€30IIACHOCTh CTPaHBI 00eCIIeYrBaeTCs 32 CUET MECTHOTO
IIPOM3BO/ICTBA M MMIIOPTA IIPOJIOBOJNBCTBUA. B aTOif cuTyamum BakHO, ITOOGBI CTpaHA
cMoria c6aJaHCHPOBaTh 06BEMBI COOCTBEHHOTO ITPOM3BOZCTBA M MMIIOPTa, YTOOBI CHU-
3UTh UMIIOPTO3aBUCUMOCTS. [IpescTaBieHHas mpobieMa aKTyaabHa Ijig ApMeHUH.

[lenpio maHHOM CTATHU ABIAETCA M3y4eHHe CUTYAIIMH C IIPOJOBOJBCTBEHHON 6e30-
IACHOCTBIO U 00eCIIeYeHHOCThIO, U TIOMCK IyTeil MMIIOPTO3aMellleHUs OCHOBHBIX ITPO-
IyKTOB uTaHusd. /lia jocTKeHud ey OblIa IIOCTaBIeHa 33/[a4a M3YIUTh CYTh IIPOJO-
BOJIBCTBEHHOM 6e30IIaCHOCTH, ITPOAHATH3HPOBATh IIPOJOBOIBCTBEHHYIO O0OecIedeH-
HOCTb, BBIIBUTH ITOTEHI[MAJI HMIIOPTO3aMellleHHs OCHOBHBIX ITPOAYKTOB MUTaHUL B PA.

Ha ocHoOBe mpoBeleHHOTO CTaTUCTUYECKOTO, CPABHUTEIHLHOTO M JIOTHMYECKOTO aHa-
JIN3a CTAJIO SICHO, YTO APMEHHUA CYUTAETCSA CTPAHON-MMIIOPTEPOM H IIO PAJLY OCHOBHBIX
IIPOZyKTOB HAIPAMYIO 3aBHCHUT OT UMIIOPTHPYEMBIX IPOAYKTOB utanus. OfHaAKO ciie-
IyeT OTMETHUTH, YTO CTPaHa MMeeT 3HAYUTEIbHBIN ITOTEHIIMA II0 UMIOPTO3aMeIleHUIO

JAHHOMW IIPOLYKIIUU.
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Hayynas HOBM3HA JaHHOW CTaThU 3aK/IIOYAETCA B TOM, YTO HAa OCHOBE IIPOBeZIeHHBIX
aBTOpaMHU MCCI€ZOBAHUI M 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEi BBIABIEHBI M OOOCHOBAaHBI (DaKTOPHI,
HaIpaBJIeHHbIE Ha ITOBBIIIEHNE IIPOJIOBOJIBCTBEHHOM 6e30IacHOCTH APMEHHH U UMIIOp-
TO3aMelLIaeMOCTH IIPOSYKTOB IIUTaHUS, IPUMEeHeHIe KOTOPBIX 6JIarOTBOPHO CKaXKeTCs Ha
Pa3BUTHH IIPOJIOBOJIBCTBEHHOI 0€30IIaCHOCTU M, KaK CJI€ZCTBHE, HAI[MOHAJIBHOM 6e30-
TTACHOCTH.

B craree mpezcraBieH aHaINW3 COCTOSHUS IIPOJOBOJIBCTBEHHOH 0€30IIaCHOCTH B
Apmennu B cucteMaTndeckoM Buze. OO0OCHOBAaHHBIM IIPU3HAH BBIBOZ O TOM, UTO Bensd
IIPaBUJIBHYIO IIOJTUTHUKY IPOAOBOIBCTBEHHOM 0€3011aCHOCTH, MOXXHO JOCTHYb JOCTATOY-
HOTO YPOBHSA IIPOZOBOJIBCTBEHHON CaMOOGeCIieYeHHOCT! B ADMEHMHM 33 CYeT OTeYecT-

BEHHOTI'O ITpONU3BOACTBA.

Kiouessie ciosa: IIPpOAOBOJIBCTBEHHAS 66301’[3CHOCTB, IIPOAOBOJIBCTBEHHOE CaMOO-

6ECHe‘IEHI/Ie, HpO,ZLOBOJIBCTBEHHBIfI 6aJIaHC, HUMIIOPT, UMIIOPTO3aMeNaeMOCTb.

THE STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND IMPORT SUBSTITUTION POTENTIAL OF
PRIMARY FOOD PRODUCTS IN RA

Meri Hambardzum Muradyan
Arsen Slavik Erkoyan

Abstract. Ensuring the food security of the country is one of the biggest challenges
of the 21st century which requires a primary focus and attention both at national and
international levels. Food security is closely related to the socio-economic stability and
the level of economic development of the country. Food security is considered an
integral part of every country's overall economic security, and it is aimed at providing
food of sufficient quantity and quality, safe for human health, and at the same time
accessible to all members of society. The country's food security is ensured through local
production and food imports. There must be a balance between domestic food
production and import volumes to reduce import dependence and provide food security.
The primacy of the issue conditions the relevance of this article. The purpose of this
article is to study the state of food security and sufficiency and the import substitution
potential of primary food products in RA. For that purpose, the task was set to study the
essence of food security, analyze food security, and identify the potential for import
substitution of primary food products in RA.

Based on the conducted statistical, comparative and logical analyses, it became clear
that RA is net importing country and is directly dependent on imports of several
primary food products. However, it should be noted that the country has a significant
potential for import substitution of these products.
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The scientific novelty of this article lies in the fact that based on the studies carried
out by the authors and the patterns existing in the food security system of RA, factors
aimed at improving food security and import substitution were identified and
substantiated.

The article presents the analysis of the state of RA food security in a systematic
form, and it was concluded that by conducting the right food security policy, it is
possible to achieve a sufficient level of food self-sufficiency in RA at the expense of
domestic production.

Keywords: food security, food sufficiency, food balance, import, import substitution.
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