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1. Str-Wewrnugwb, huyulppiibpp b Gugbpp, Ge., 2005, . U, b 421:

> Ugbjp Jwbrodwul wye Eebnyph  dwupb wbu’ V.’ Laurent, ‘“Charisticariat et
commende a Byzance. Deux fondations patriarcales en Epire aux Xlle et Xllle siecles ”,
In: Revue des études byzantines, tome 12, 1954, pp. 100-113, J. Darrouzes, “Dossier
sur le charisticariat”, in Polychronion. Festschrift' Franz Délger zum 75. Geburtstag
(Heidelberg, 1966), s. 150-165, H. Ahrweiler, “Charisticariat et autres formes d'at-
tribution de fondations pieuses aux Xe-Xle s.”, 1967, Zbornik Radova Vizantoléskog
Institouta, T. 10, pp. 1-28:
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Al-Masaq: Islam and the Medieval Mediterranean, 2011, vol. 23-, p. 119:

7JILA.T epa, “«Taxmukon» Huxona Yeprozopya kax ucmouHux no ucmopuu xapucmu-
xapuama 6 Buzanmuu”, BB, M=, 1994, T. 55, c. 112.

8 Iepa, «Taxmuxon», c. 114.
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Yuqurywih Anpjwdbibrhg, dwubwnruybu® O. Kasapsin, “Iepxosnvie konmaxmor ap-
MSH-XAIKUOOHUMOSG U JIAMUHAH 8 NePU00 KPecmoguix noxo0oe na Bocmox (XI-XIII 6.)”,
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E. M. Shirinian
Teaching and Learning at the Armenian Monasteries on the Black
Mountain of Cilician Armenia

Having been in the same lore with the literature of Armenia
nevertheless Cilician Armenian literature differed from it due to many
natural reasons, among which the most important one seems to be a dif-
ferent environment and neighborhood. In this context a significant role
played Cilician monasteries of Black Mountain. The existence of these
monasteries is testified from the 5™-6™ centuries but there is no much in-
formation about activity of these monasteries at that time. Opposite to this,
starting from the 11™ century one can speak about the most flourishing and
one can say ‘international’ period for the activities at the Black Mountain’s
monasteries. It is even possible to evaluate them as an international center
of teaching and learning for Greek, Syrian, Latin, Armenian and Georgian
monks, ascetics and simply authors, who came in search of a spiritual guide.

Testimonies concerning the monasteries on the Black Mountain,
which belonged to Armenians (at least in the 11" century: Karmir,
Shapirin, Areg or Aregni, Vardkan, K’arashit’u, Barsegheanc’, Mashke-
vor, Paghakdziak, Parlahoy etc.) preserved in the works of the Armenian
authors and especially in the colophons etc. That there were lot of
monasteries on the Black Mountain informs us Sargis Shnorhali, who
says about Barsegh catholikos that “he went to the country of Cilicia and
entered on the Black Mountain where eremitic (anapatk’) - and convents
(vanorayk’) were too many”. It is noteworthy also the story told by Kira-
kos Gandzakec’i about Mxitar Gosh or Gandzakec’1, according to which
Mxitar was already a vardapet when he went to the monasteries on the
Black Mountain but he hided that he has already this degree and received
another one while being there.There is also quite an information on
personae who came to settle in these monasteries as from Armenia itself
(like Georg Megrik, Grigor Lorec’i, Kirakos the Philolog, Mxitar Gosh
and many others), as well from Cilician Armenia (Stepanos Manuk,
Ignatius Sevlernc’i (=of the Black Mountain), Nerses Shnorhali, Sargis
Shnorhali&. The activity of the catholicos of Armenia Grigor the Second,
Vkayaser (“the Martyrophile™) in these monasteries, especially in Karmir
Vank’ (“Red Monastery”) is attested as well in these sources.

The research of the data on these monasteries shows that one can
speak about the reconciliation of old traditions and the creation of the
new approaches by the ‘Armenian School’. In any case, the learning and
many-sided literary activity in the monasteries on the Black Mountain
had a great impact for Armenian highest education and literary tradition.



