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Hrachya Tamrazyan
Dionysius the Areopagite and Grigor Narekatsi

The writings ascribed to Dionysius the Areopagite have profoundly
influenced medieval Armenian culture. Till now their relations with the
works of David the Invincible, Nerses Shnorhali, Grigor Tatevatsi, Vana-
kan Vardapet, as well as, following Stepanos Siunetsi, the commentaries
on them by Hamam Areveltsi, Yesayi Nchetsi, and Vahram Rabuni, that
circulated in medieval Armenian schools, have been mentioned.

Now the Narek school with its wast literary legacy (which forms the
main bulk of the 10" c. literature) is added to them. Probably through the
mediation of the Narek school, especially Anania and Grigor Narekatsi,
this influence passed to the school of Cilicia.

Studies manifest the impact of Dionysius the Areopagite not only on
Nerses Shnorhali, but also on the theoretical views and poetry of Grigor
Tgha and Nerses of Lambron, (XII c.). It is evident in such eminent me-
dieval personalities as Hovhannes Imastaser (the philosopher, XI c.) and
Hovhannes Erznkatsi (XIII c.). This chain of influences and develop-
ments need new and detailed study.

These mystic texts thoroughly permeate Grigor Narekatsi’s theory of



prayer, poetry, encomia, and his whole theological system. In general
Grigor Narekatsi’s poetic vision is based on the Dionysian theology. Na-
rekatsi’s poetic genius is manifested in introducing the Dionysian texts
into poetic circulation, turning poetry into a sacred land which is the most
important link of spiritual rise. He turns poetry into perpetual renewal
and recreation, producing a thoroughly new world of words, introducing
Dionysius’ theology into new divine spheres.



