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«IPAKOHMI1 KAMEHBb» XAPBEPJIA
1 ET'O KYJIbTYPHO-MU®OJIOTMYECKUI KOHTEKCT

APCEH BOBOXH, CAAK TAPOHIIN, TOPK JAJIAJISIH
Peszmowme

Kurouesvie cnosa: Apmanckoe nazopve, Cogene, Xapbepo, opaxon, mugp 06
OKAMEHEHUU.

Ha nopore u3 Xapnyra B Ons3bir coBpeMeHHoN Typiuu, B 2 KM K BOCTOKY
OT HMCTOpHYECKOTo paiioHa XapOepa 3amagHoH ApMeHHH, Ha Kpar JOpOTH,
BeIyIlIel K BUHOTpaaHUKY [ €1y, B MECTHOCTH, OOTaTOM POTHUKAMU, HAXOAUTCS
TUT@HTCKUI MPUPOIHBIA BallyH. DTa pacKUINCTas CKajla, HAIOJOBHHY MOTPY-
JKEHHas! B 36MJII0, HATIOMUHAET 3MEEBUAHYIO CKYJIbITYPY MH(HUIECKOro KoJoc-
CaJIBHOTO KMBOTHOTO C ABYMS MJIEHTHUYHBIMU BBICTYIIAMH MEHBILIETO pazMepa
1o o0e cTopoHbl. MecTHBIE TOKUIIbIE JKUTETIH HA3hIBAIOT 3TO CKaJIbHOE 00pa3o-
BaHMe NO-TypenkH “ejderha tasi”, 4To 03HaYaeT «APAKOHUI KAMEHBY.

AHamBupysT CEeMaHTHYECKUH KIIacTep «KaMeHb — JPAKOH — IOYKHpaHue /
JKEePTBOIIPUHOIIEHNE — CBATOM MOCPETHUK — OKAMEHEHHE — UCTOUHUK — BOJa —
JIeBOUYKa / HeBecTa / OepeMeHHas KCHIITMHA — YyIOTBOPHAS MOTHJIA CBSTOTO / T1e-
11epay, BEIPAKEHHBIN B JIETEHAAX O «IPaKOHbEM KaMHe» XapOepla, CTaHOBHUTCS
OYEBUAHBIM, YTO UMEEM JIeJI0 C XOPOLIO W3BECTHBIM B apMSHCKOM (hosibKiope
MHUpOM 00 OKaMEHEHHH JpakoHa. B To ke Bpems, MepCcoHa)XH, NPUCYTCTBYIO-
M€ B YMOMSHYTBHIX TPaIUIMsIX, COXPAHWIN CBOU THUITUYHBIE apXauyHbIE dJe-
MEHTBI, XOTS ¥ IpeTeprean GopMalibHyIO (HO HE COJIEpKATEeIIbHYI0) TpaHCchop-
MAIIMI0 CO CTOPOHBI MyCYJIbMaHCKOI'O HAaCeJICHHUs, IPOKUBaloIero B Xapoepae
U €r0 OKpeCcTHOCTSX. McTouHnKoM 3TX MU(OB 1 BooO1Ie 0Opa3a IpakoHa MOT-
71 OBITH apMSHO-MYCYJIbMaHCKHE KOHTAaKThI B Xapoepackoii obnactu no I'eHo-
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U1 apMsIiH WIK cyOCTpaT apMsHCKOM MaMsTH, COXPAHUBIIUIICS B HbIHEITHEM
(oOpameHHOM B MyCYJIbMaHCTBO) HacelleHHH Xapoepaa.

Hamnuue o6pasa apakoHa B XapOepAckoi JOTMHE M €ro apXauvHbIi cyOcCT-
paT CBUAETEILCTBYET O TOM, YTO HACEJIEHHE STOTO PErHoHa ObLIO CYIIECTBEHHO
MHTETPUPOBAHO B OOIIMX MCTOPHKO-KYJIBTYPHBIX Tpoleccax ApMSHCKOro Ha-
TOpBS.

Apcen boboxsan — k. u. H., oupekmop MHcmumyma apxeono2uu u dmuoepaguu
HAH PA. Hayunvie unmepecsl: mamepuanvhas U OYyX06HAsL KYIbMypd PAHHUX
obwecme llepeoneii Azuu u Apmsanckoeo nazopvs. Aemop 1 monoepaguu u 6o-
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KIOpUCmuKy U a3viko3nanus. Aemop 6onee yem 100 cmametl.
torqdal@yahoo.com

“DRAGON STONE” OF KHARBERD
AND ITS CULTURAL AND MYTHOLOGICAL CONTEXT

ARSEN BOBOKHYAN, SAHAK TARONTSI, TORK DALALYAN

Summary
Keywords: Armenian Highland, Sophene, Kharberd, dragon, myth of petrification.

On the way from Harputa to Eliazig, two km east to the historical district of
Kharberd in Western Armenia, a giant natural boulder is located on the edge of
the road leading to the vineyard Gyolu, in the area rich in springs. This
sprawling rock, half buried in the ground, resembles a serpentine sculpture of a
mythical colossal animal with two identical smaller protrusions on both sides.
Elderly locals call this rock formation in Turkish “’ejderha tas1” which means
“dragon stone”.

Analyzing the semantic cluster “stone - dragon — devouring / sacrifice — holy -
petrification - source - water — girl / bride / pregnant woman — saint’s miraculous
grave/cave” expressed in the legends of the “dragon stone” of Kharberd, it
becomes obvious that we are dealing with the myth of dragon petrification,
which i1s well known in Armenian folklore. At the same time, the characters
present in those traditions preserved their typical archaic elements, although
they underwent a formal (however not substantive) transformation by the
Muslim population living in Kharberd and its environs. The source of these
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myths and the image of the dragon in general could be the Armenian-Muslim
contacts in the Kharberd region before the Armenian Genocide, or the
substratum of Armenian memory preserved in the current (converted)
population of Kharberd.

The presence of the dragon image in the Kharberd Valley and its archaic
substrate indicates that the population of this region was essentially integrated
into the general historical and cultural developments of the Armenian
Highlands.
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