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KABKA3CKUM ®POHT ITEPBOI MUPOBOM BOMHBI
B JIOKYMEHTAX
(KpuTtnueckue 3aMeyaHus U aHAIIN3)

PYBEH CAAKSH

Peszmowme

Kniouesvie cnosa: Ilepsas muposas eotina, Kasxaszckuu ¢pponm, U. U. Boponyog —
Jawxos, H. H. KOoenuu, apmsanckoe 0obposonvueckoe O0gudicenue, Auopanuk, po,
Amaszacn, Kepu, A. Manykan, A. 3aepan, I'enoyuo apmsan, Apmanckuii eonpoc, Capoi-
xkamoiut, Ban, Opzepym, Tpaneszyno, Epsuka.

B 2020 rogy B MockBe Obul m3maH cOOpHHK HOKyMeHTOB «KaBkaszckuit (ppoHT
ITepBoit MupoBoii BorHBL 1814—1917 1T.». OTBeTCcTBeHHBIH pemakTop: A. M. ApTu3oB.
CocraBurenu: K. u. H. b. b. JlaBpinos, H. I'. 3axapoBa, k. u. H. C. A
XapuToHOB, K. u. H. O. B. Huctskos, E. E. Konockosa, k. u. H. M. E. ManeBunckas, K.
u. 1. 1. I'. Maprupocss, 0. B. bacenko, k. u. 1. I'. I'. ABarss, k. u. H. C. C. Mup30sH.
CocraBurensiMu cOOpHHKa ObLIa TpoJieslaHa OTPOMHAsl HMCCIIeoBaTeNbCcKas padoTa.
OnHaKo O3HAKOMJICHHWE C OITyOJIMKOBaHHBIMH B HEM JOKYMEHTAaMH BBI3BIBACT Pl
BOIIPOCOB, 110 KOTOPBIM XOTEJIOCH ObI BBICKAa3aTh HAlly TOYKY 3PEHUS, B CBSA3H C YeM
MPE/ICTABIISIEM Pl KPpUTHUECKUX 3aMEUaHui:

1. B kadecTBe 0JJHOTO M3 YITyIIEHUH B IPEANCIOBUU COOPHHUKA CIIEyeT yKa3aTh Ha

OTCYTCTBHUC IMOATBCPKACHUSA TOI'O (I)aKTa, YTO I'IaBHBIM WHUIIMATOPOM ,u06p0130m,qec-
KOIro JBM>KCHHA Ha Kaskase 0b110 KaBkasckoe HaMECTHUYECCTBO, a TAKIKC MapTUA I[am—
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HakIyTIOH (AP®/I, HaxonuBIIAsCs O] CIEACTBUEM), KOTOPOH pa3pelieHo ObLIo Bep-
HYTbCS ¥ IPUHATH y4acTre B (GOPMUPOBAHUH JOOPOBOIBYECKOTO OTPSA.

2. B cBs3u ¢ camoobopoHoii xuTeneii r. Bana B anpene — mae 1915 r. B mpeauciio-
BUU COOpHUKA OTMEYEHO, YTO apMSHCKHE KBapTasibl ropojia ObIIM OKPYXKEHBI CHIaMHU
Typerko xangapmepuu (c. 16), HO IPU 3TOM HET YIIOMUHAHUA O TOM, YTO OCHOBHBIMH
cuilaMy OBUTM OCMaHCKasi apMHsl, Kyp/ICKUE M YEPKECCKHE BOWCKA, BOOPY)KEHHBIE IYIII-
KaMu ¥ mmynemeramud. OO0 3TOM CBHUJETEILCTBYIOT MHOCTPAHLIBl, B TOM YHCIE CIyXKHB-
1IMe B OCMaHCKOW apMHUH.

B mpenucnoBun Taxke OTMEUYEHO, YTO TypeLKHE MCTOPHUKM Ha OCHOBAHUHU CBOHMX
JIOKYMEHTOB 3asBJISIIOT O TOM, YTO BOCCTaHHE BAHCKHX apMsH OBUIO COIJIACOBAHO C
HACTYIUIEHHMEM PYCCKHMX BOWCK M SIBJISUIOCH YAacThlO KaKOro-TO 3aroBopa, a He 0opbhOoi
3a BbDKHMBaHHE (camoo0o0poHa). B mpumeuyannu naercs cienyloliee rnoscHenue: «Pyc-
CKHE apXHBHBIC IOKYMEHTHI HE MOATBEPXKIAIOT M000HYI0 TPAKTOBKY 3THUX Tparmuec-
KuX coObITHID» (€. 16). MI3BeCTHO, YTO TakHe ONpENeNIeHUs, KaK «Tparn4ecKue coObl-
TUSI» WIN «()aKThl HACWIMS HaJ apMsIHCKUM HaceineHuem» (c. 41), «CBUIETEIbCTBA
apMSIHCKHX OeXeHIEeB O (hakTax HACWIMS HaJ, MUPHBIM apMSHCKUM HacejeHueM Typ-
n» (C. 42) UMEIOT CBOIO IOPUIMYECKYIO Ae(UHIMIO — reHouua. B npenucnoBuu He
JlaeTcsl Kakux-JIM0O OOBSCHEHWi, MOoYeMy OCMAaHCKOE MpPaBHTEILCTBO B MacCOBOM
MOpsiIKE AEMOPTHPOBATIO M HCTPEOsuIo 3amagHblX apMsaH. Cka3aHHOE OTHOCHUTCA H K
00OpPOHHUTEILHBIM 0OSIM apMSHCKOrO HaceleHus. B mpeaucioBuu COOpPHHKA YKa3aHo,
YTO IMOKa3aHHs apMSHCKHUX OEXKEHIEB ObUIM IEepeBeleHbl C apMSHCKOTO Ha PYCCKHI
COTpyAHHMKaMHU — cnenuanuctamu HammonansHoro apxusa Apmenuu B 2012-2013 ro-
nax (c. 43), Tem cambIM CO3/1aeTCs BIIEYATICHUE, YTO aBTOPCKUI KOJUICKTHB HE HECET
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a IEPEBOJ.

3. Her ymomuHaHuii 00 UMEBIINX MECTO CIyd4asx TeHouuaa (B HOsOpe — jekadpe
1914 r. B batymckoii 06nacTv) B OTHOILEHWH PYCCKOIOAJAHHBIX apMsiH. B peruone
OpYJOBaJIO Typenkoe crnenmnonapasienenue «Temkunar-u Maxcyca» (OTpsa crenuaib-
HOTO Ha3HAueHHUs1), O JEUCTBUSX KOTOPOTO HET KAKUX-THOO YIOMHHAHHH B COOPHUKE.
Typku MosyuyunIy NOAAEP>KKY CO CTOPOHBI XKUTENEeH pernoHa — apKapleB U JIa30B, MO
OKOHYAHUHU BOIHBI PYCCKOE MPAaBUTEIBCTBO HAMEPEBAJIOCH JHUIINUTh UX HUMYIIECTBA U
BbIciaTh B OCMaHCKyI0 umrnepuio. ItoT ¢gakt ussecten Jl. I'. MapTupocsHy, KOTOpbIii
MOJrOTOBMJI HMCTOPHUYECKYIO YacThb IPEAMUCIOBUS U SBISETCS aBTOPOM OTENbHOM
Hay4HOW cTaThu 00 3THX coOBITHAX. CleqyeT OTMETUTh, YTO CYIIECTBYIOT MHOTOYMC-
JICHHBIC CBUCTEIbCTBA MHOCTpaHICB 0 I'eHomuae apmsH. dakr ['eHonuaa ObLT mpuU3-
HaH MHOTHUMH rOCyapcTBaMu, B ToM uuciie ['ocymapcreernoit Jymoii PO (1996 r.).

4. B cOOpHHKE OTCYTCTBYIOT JOKYMEHTHI O ()OPMUPOBAHUH I'PEYECKUX, aCCHPHIC-
KUX M TPY3HHCKHX HOOPOBOJBYECKUX OTPSINIOB, & TAKKe HE PACKPBITHI IPUYUHBI pac-
(hopMupOBaHUS OTPSAIOB, COCTOSIBIIMX M3 KypJOB M KaBKa3ckux Tarap. [lomumo cka-
3aHHOT'0, HE YIIOMHHAETCSl O TOM, ITOYEMY JIBE TPY3UHCKHUE JIpYKUHBI U3 [IpuMopbs Obl-
nm niepesenieHsl B CeepHyto Ilepcuro.

5. B npenucnoBuu ykaszaHo, 4TO B cocTaBe baszeTrckoro orpsiaa AeiMcTBOBalU TpU
apMsaHCKue OpykuHbl (c. 16). daktudecku 310 6bUT ApapaTCKHi MOJK, B COCTaB KOTO-
poro Bxoaunu 11, III u IV npyskuHsl.

6. UeMm pyKOBOJICTBOBAJIOCH PYCCKOE KOMaHIOBaHHWE, NPUHSB pelIeHHe 00 okasa-
HUU «IIOMOIIW» >kutensMm I. Ban? M3nauanbHo yactsam 4-ro KaBkaszckoro apmeickoro
KOpITyca, B TOM 4YHCJIC 3aKacmuickoi Kazaubeil Opurane (basserckuii otpsim), ObuIO
NPUKA3aHO OKPYXHTh U YHHYTOXHMTh OCTaTKU JTUBH3MU XalIM-Oesl, OTCTYIUBILETO K
Bany mocne mopaxenus B OurBe npu Juiabmane. JIWIib 1Mo 3TOW NpPUYHMHE PYCCKHE
BONCKa BBIIIUIM HA JOPOry, BeAyuiyro B Ban. He cooTBeTcTBYET NEHMCTBUTEIBHOCTH YT-
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BEp)KACHUE O TOM, YTO HaudyalbHUKY basserckoro orpsna renepany A. M. HukonaeBy
OBUIO MPUKA3aHO OKa3aTh MOMOIIb BAaHCKUM apMsHaM, 0OOPOHSIOUIMMCS OT TYPELKHX
BOMck (c. 16). @akTHuecKku reHepas MOIy4ri pUKa3 OCTaBaThCs B bepkpu, o yeMm oH
coobmui koMaHaupy Apapartckoro mojika Bapnany. [MociemHuii co3Ban COBEIIAHHE
KOMaH/IMPOB OTPSIOB, HA KOTOPOM OBUIO MPHHATO PEIICHHE OKa3aTh MOIACPIKKY JKH-
TensiM T. Ban 0e3 pycckux. B npenucnoBun ckazaHo, 4yto basserckuii oTpsii 3aHsUI T.
Ban (c. 16). Oqnaxo nepBbIM B ropo/] Bouiena ApapaTCKuil MOJK, a TOYHEe — €ro passe-
JIBIBATENIBHBIA OTpsAL, a 3aTeM — basgszerckuit oTpsa. CnenoBano BCero JUIIb OTMETHUTH,
4TO OJarofapst NPOJBIKEHUIO PYCCKUX BOWCK TYpELKO-KYpACKHUE CHIIbI ObLIH BBIHYX-
JICHBI CHATB 0Caly U MOCHEIIHO OTCTYIUTh, YTO COOTBETCTBYET ACHCTBUTEIBHOCTH.

7. YMam4uBaeTcs 0 TOM, YTO MJIAJIOTypELKOe IPaBUTEILCTBO pa3paboTalio cTpare-
TMYECKHH MJIaH MO CO3AaHuI0 BooOpaxkaemoro «Benukoro TypaHa» ¢ OrpoMHON MPOTsI-
JKEHHOCTBIO TPaHMI, U3-3a yero u Typuus paspsa3ana BoiiHy. OTMETHM, YTO U CETOTHS
Typuus npomoiKaeT JIeNeaTs 3Ty IporpamMmy.

8. boeBas IeATENbHOCTh apMSHCKHX J0OPOBOJIBIEB NPEICTaBICHA B OCHOBHOM B
HeraTuBHOM IutaHe. K coxkanenuto, Obuia BeIOpaHa 1moa0opKa JTOKYMEHTOB, JUCKPEIH-
TUPYIOUIMX apMSIHCKUX JIPY>KUHHUKOB. B Hawane O0eBbIX AEHCTBUII OBUIO JOIYIIEHO
MHOTO OLIMOOK, IOCKOJIBKY TYPKH aTaKkOBajH «BHE3aIHO» W KOMaHJOBaHHE CIEIIHO
OTHPABUJIO Ha (PPOHT ellle He MMOJHOCTHI0 CPOPMHUPOBAHHBIE OTPsAbl. KoManauph! npu-
JIOXKHJIM BCE YCUJIMS TI0 YCTaHOBJICHUIO BOMHCKOM AUCIUIIMHEI B IpYyXHHaX. Pycckue
KOMaH/IUPHI, LIEHUBIINE OOEBYIO «paboTy» APYKMHHHKOB, HEPEAKO MPOSBIISUIN K HUM
HEOJTHO3HAYHOE OTHOIICHHE.

9. Ha mam B3risin, B NPEQUCIOBUU CIEIOBAJIO OTMETHUTh, YTO JIOKJIAABI XKaHIAp-
MEpPHUHU O «PEBOJIIOLIMOHHOW» U «aHTUPYCCKOW» EATENIEHOCTH apMsH, Npeciel0BaBIINX
1elIb Ha4yaTh PEBOJIIOLUIO B Poccuu, He COOTBETCTBYIOT JeicTBUTENLHOCTH. COOBITHS
1917-1918 rr. nmoka3anu, KTO UICTUHHBIE PEBOIIOLIMOHEPHI, @ TOYHEE — IIOBCTAHIIBI.

10. Bo3zHukaer BONpoc, eciiu apMsiHCKUE J00POBOJIbLIBI OBUTH HEIUCIUILTHHUPOBA-
HBIMH, TO KaK OOBSCHHUTH (PAKT HArpaXKJI€HHs COJIIAT POCCUHCKUMHU OOEBBIMU OpACHAMU
1 MeaansaMu?

11. Pycckoe koMaHIOBaHHE CTApajIOCh UCIOIB30BATh apMIHCKHE T0OPOBOJIbYECKUE
JPY>KHHBI Ha Pa3HBIX ydacTKax (pOHTA, 4TOObI OHM HE MOIJIM AEHCTBOBATH COBMECTHO.
Jlumb oxHax b, B vtone 1915 rona, apyxuHbl OblIH 00bEMHEHBI B OTps] reHepana M.
Tpyxuna. B nanpHeiimieM nomoOHBIE IONBITKA HE MOBTOPSUIMCH. AHTHApMSHCKas
MO3MULIKS TPaBUTEIbCTBA HE JIaBaJa BO3MOXKHOCTH YBEIHYUTh YHCIIO JPYKUHHHUKOB.
Bractu neneHanpaBlieHHO PacHpOCTPaHSIM KOMIIPOMETHPYIOIIYI0 WHpopMmanuio o
JOOPOBOJIBIIAX, TEM CaMbIM MOJTOTABIUBAS IOYBY VIS IMKBUJIALNH PYKHH.

12. B npeauciioBun cOOpHUKA HE YIIOMUHAETCS O (QOPMHUPOBAHHMU U JESTEILHOCTH
Bpemennoii agmunuctpanun Bana u HazHadeHnn A. MaHyKsHa 10 MPUKa3y PYCCKOTO
KOMAaHJIOBaHUSI BPEMEHHBIM VIPABJISIONUM (TyOepHATOPOM) MOCIE OCBOOOKICHHS
ropona. K coxxanenuto, He ObUI JIOJDKHBIM 00pa3oM pacCMOTPEH BOIPOC O TOM, HIOYEMY
apMsAHCKas BJIAaCTh HE OblIa BOCCTAHOBJIEHA TOCJIE MIOJBCKOTo OTCTyIuieHus 1915 roga
U 3aBO€BaHusl BaHa ¥ NPOBUHLIMU PYCCKMMU BOMCKAMHU.

13. PacruibiByaThiM OOBMHEHHSIM apMsiH B yOWIiCTBaxX TYpOK W KypAOB CIIEI0BaJIO
OBl IPOTHBOIOCTABUTH TOT (haKT, YTO OKOJIO THICSYH MYCYJIbMAHCKHX JKEHIIMH U JIeTel
B Bane He Obuin youtsl apmsiHamu. OHM ObUIM NEpeAaHbl HaXOAWBIIMMCS B TOpoje
aMepHKaHCKHM MHUCCHOHepaM. 3a00Ty O HUX B3sia Ha ceds noub nucatens JIbBa Toc-
TOTO — AJIeKcaHpa.

14.Tlpu omucanuu OOCBBIX NEHCTBHUI HE PACCMATPHUBAETCS BOIPOC O TOM, MOYEMY
PYCCKO-TypelKUH (POHT CUMTAJICS BTOPOCTEIIEHHBIM, HE OKa3bIBABIIMM BIMSHHE Ha
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X0 MUpOBO# BOWHBI? Pa3ee monoOHoe OTHOIIEHNE He OBbLIO MpeAHAaMEPEeHHbIM? AHT-
JIMYaHe ChITPAJIH B 3TOM OIIPEJENICHHYIO POJib, NOTPEOOBAB OT PYCCKUX aKTHBH3AIL[MU
JeiicTBUi Ha eBporieiickoM (poHTe.B omy0nnKoBaHHBIX TOKYMEHTaX HET OTBETA Ha ATH
Borpockl. OcMaHcKas uMIepus Oblia c1a0bIM 3B€HOM B UeTBEPHOM COl03€, IOpakeHHe
KOTOpPOT'O MOTJIO UMETh pelIaloliee 3HaueHne 1, BO3MOKHO, BOMHA 3aKOHYMIIACh ObI HE
B 1918 r., a ropaszio pansblie.

15.He ormeueH ¢akr, 4To mpu mrypme Dp3ypyMa BaKHYIO POJIb Chirpalia apMsHO-
aificopckast pa3Be/ipIBaTeNbHas rpyIina, KOTopas COBMECTHO C PyCCKUMH J00bLIa IEpBO-
OYepelHyI0 Pa3BeAbIBATENIbHYI0 MH()OPMAIMIO, UMEBLIYIO pelIalollee 3Ha4eHHe IMpU
B3SITUH KPETIOCTH.

16. Komanupsl coob1aim 00 arakax KyploB, IIPOTHB KOTOPBIX 3P (EeKTHBHO NercT-
BOBAJIM apMSIHCKHE U aiicOpCKKe JOOPOBOJIBIIbI, XOPOIIO 3HABIINE MECTHOCTh U CYyMEB-
IMe OCTaHOBHUTH MX aTaku. Ilociie pacopMupoBaHMs apMSHCKUX OTpSoB B 1916 r.
Y4acTHJIMCh HallaJIeHUsI KypAOB Ha PyCCKHE YaCTH M apMsIH, KOTOPbIE BOCCTAHABIMBAIIH
CBOM HACEJICHHBIE ITyHKTHI.

17. B oxHOM U3 JOKyMEHTOB yIOMHUHaeTcs reorpaduueckuii repmMu «Bocrounas
Apmenus». CnenoBango yTOYHHMTh, YTO MMEIOTCS B BHIY apMSHCKHE TEPPUTOPUHU K
BOCTOKY OT Dp3ypyma (c. 308).

18. B cOopHUKE OTCYTCTBYIOT JOKYMEHTBHI O COBMECTHOW IHBEPCHOHHO-PA3BEIbI-
BaTeJIbHOW JesATeIbHOCTH UepHOMOPCKOr0 BOEHHOTO (IoTa U apMSIHCKUX A0OPOBOJIb-
LEB.

19. He ynomuHnaetcs kpaiiHe BakHbIi (akT, 4To 3axBar TparesyHia qaBan pycCKUM
BO3MOYKHOCTh IOJTOTOBUTH omepanuio no B3atuto Konctantunomons. He paccmar-
pHBaeTCs TAKXKE BOIPOC O TOM, ToueMy KoHcTaHTHHOMOIIL He ObLT 3aXBaveH.

20.onaraem, 4ro npaBuibHEe ObUIO OBl Ha3BaTh (POHT PYCCKO-TYPELKUM, I1OC-
KOJIbKY OO€BbIe IeHCTBUS ITporcxoaniin He Ha KaBkase.

Pyben Caaxsn — 0. u. H., 3asedyrouguii omoenom Ho8ou ucmopuu Mncmumyma ucmopuu
HAH PA, sedywuii nayunvii compyornux. Hayunvle unmepecol: poccuticko-mypeyxuti
@poum Ilepsoii mupoeoii 8oliHbl, 000posoabUecKoe Osudicenue, [ enoyud apmsm,
CaMo000OPOHUMENbHBIE CPANCEHUS,, UCMOPUsL apMAHCKoU noauyuu. Asemop 14 xuue,
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rubensahakyan58@gmail.com
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In 2020, a collection of documents “’The Caucasus Front of the First World War,
1914-1917 was published in Moscow. Executive editor A. N. Artizov, compilers -
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candidate of historical sciences B. B. Davidov, N. G. Zakharova, candidate of historical
lsciences I. V. Karpeyevl, S. A. Kharitonov, candidate of historical sciences O. V.
Chistyakov, E. E. Koloskova, candidate of historical sciences M. E. Malevinskaya,
candidate of historical sciences D. G. Martirosyan, Yu. V. Basenko, candidate of historical
sciences G. G. Avagyan, candidate of historical sciences S. S. Mirzoyan. The compliers of
the collection did a significant research work, but when getting familiar with the published
documents a number of questions come up, therefore we present some observations.

1. One of the gaps in the preface is the absence of the fact that the main initiator of the
volunteer movement in the Caucasus was the Caucasian governorship, and also, that the
persecuted members of the ARF Dashnaktsutyun Party were allowed to return and take
part in the formation of squads.

2. In the preface, regarding the self-defense of Van in April - May 1915, it is noted that
the Armenian quarters of the city were surrounded by the forces of the Turkish
gendarmerie (p. 16), omitting the fact that the main forces were the Ottoman army along
with Kurdish and Circassian troops armed with cannons and machine guns. This fact is
evidenced by foreigners, including those serving in the Ottoman army.

The preface notes that the Turkish historians, referring to their documents, state that
the uprising of the Van Armenians was coordinated with the offensive of Russian troops,
i.e. it was part of some kind of conspiracy, and not a struggle for survival (self-defense).
The note provides the following explanation: “Russian archival documents do not support
such an interpretation of these tragic events” (p. 16). It is known that such expressions as
“these tragic events”, or “facts of violence against the Armenian population” (p. 41),
“testimonies of Armenian refugees about facts of violence against the peaceful Armenian
population of Turkey” (p. 42) have a legal definition - Genocide. There is no explanation
in the preface for what purposes the Ottoman government massively deported and
exterminated Western Armenians. The same applies to the defensive battles of the
Armenian population. It is noted that the testimonies of Armenian refugees were
translated from Armenian by specialists from the National Archives of Armenia in 2012—
2013 (page 43). This sounds more like an attempt to put the onus on the translation.

It was also necessary to provide data from American missionaries about the fact that
about 55.000 Armenians were killed by the Turks and Kurds in the Van vilayet, and the
Russian command, in order to avoid an epidemic, was forced to collect the bodies and set
them on fire.

3. There is no reference to the first recorded cases of the genocide in the Batumi
region, in November—December 1914, against Russian citizen Armenians. The collection
does not give any mention on the activities of the Turkish special units “Teshkilat-i
Mahsusa” (“Special detachment”) operating in the region. The Turks were supported by
the inhabitants of the region - Adjarians and Laz people, whom the Russian government
intended to deprive of their property after the war and deport to the Ottoman Empire. This
is well known to D. G. Martirosyan, who wrote a special article about this and who
prepared the historical part of the preface. It should be noted that there are numerous
testimonies from foreigners about the Armenian genocide. The fact of the genocide was
recognized by many states, including the State Duma of the Russian Federation (1996).

4. The collection contains no documents on the formation of Greek, Syrian and
Georgian volunteer squads, and it does not disclose the reasons for the disbandment of
squads formed from Kurds and Caucasian Tatars. It is silent about why two Georgian
squads from Primorye were transferred to Northern Persia.

5. The preface notes that three Armenian squads operated in the Bayazet detachment (p.
16). In fact, it was the Ararat regiment, which consisted of II, IIT and IV squads.

6. How did it happen that the Russian command decided to “help” the residents of Van?
In fact, the units of the 4th Caucasian Army Corps, including the Transcaspian Cossack
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Brigade (Bayazet detachment), were ordered to surround and destroy the remnants of Khalil
Bey’s division, which retreated to Van after the defeat in the battle of Dilman. Only for this
reason, the Russian troops took the road leading to Van. The statement that the head of the
Bayazet detachment, General A. M. Nikolayev, was ordered to go to the aid of the Van
Armenians defending against the Turkish troops, is not true (p. 16). The general was ordered
to remain in Berkri, about which he informed the commander of the Ararat regiment,
Vardan. The latter called a meeting of squad commanders, where a decision was made to
rescue Armenians without help from Russians. The preface notes that the Bayazet
detachment occupied the city of Van (p. 16). In fact, the Ararat regiment was the first to
enter Van, more precisely, its reconnaissance detachment, and only then the Bayazet
detachment. It was only necessary to note that the advance of Russian troops made the
Turkish-Kurdish forces to end the siege and hastily retreat. This is the historical truth.

7. The preface does not mention the fact that the Young Turk government developed a
strategic plan to create an imaginary “Great Turan” with a huge length of borders for
which Turkey started the war. Let us note that even today Turkey cherishes this program.

8. The combat activities of Armenian volunteers are presented mainly from a negative
point of view. Unfortunately, the documents selected by compilers discredit the
combatants. Certainly, at the beginning of the hostilities, there were many omissions and
mistakes, since the Turks attacked “suddenly”, and the command hastily sent the newly
formed squads to the front. The commanders made every effort to ensure that there was
military discipline in the squads. Russian commanders, who valued the combat
“performance” of the combatants, did not know what to do with them after the battles, as
if they were stepchildren.

9. In our opinion, it should have been noted in the preface that the gendarme reports on
the “revolutionary” and “anti-Russian” activities of the Armenians aiming to start a
revolution in Russia do not correspond to reality. The events of 1917 — 1918 showed who
the true revolutionaries or, more precisely, the rebels were.

10. The question arises, if the Armenian volunteers were undisciplined, then how to
explain the numerous Russian military orders and medals awarded to the combatants.

11. The Russian command tried to use the Armenian volunteer squads separately from
each other, in different sectors of the front, so that they could not act together. Only once,
in July 1915, the squads were united into the detachment of General Trukhin. Such
attempts were not repeated in the future. The anti-Armenian position of the government
did not make it possible to increase the number of squads. The authorities purposefully
disseminated compromising information about the volunteers, thereby preparing the
ground for the liquidation of the squads.

12. There is no mention of the formation and activities of the Provisional
Administration of Van and the appointment of A. Manukyan as temporary administrator
(governor), by order of the Russian command, after the liberation of the city. The preface
does not pay due attention to the question why Armenian power was not restored after the
July retreat of 1915 and the recapture of Van and the province by Russian troops.

13. Vague accusations against Armenians of killing Turks and Kurds should have been
countered with the fact that the Armenians did not kill about a thousand Muslim women
and children in Van. They were handed over to the American missionaries in the city. The
daughter of the writer Lev Tolstoy, Alexandra, took care of them.

14. The preface describes the battles without making any comments and considering
the question of why the Russian-Turkish front was considered a secondary battlefield that
did not affect the course of the world war. Wasn't this attitude intentional? The British
played their part here demanding that the Russians intensify their actions on the European
battlefield. These are questions to which there are no answers in the documents included
in the collection. The Ottoman Empire was a weak link in the Quadruple Alliance, the



Urwohl hwiwpfuwnhwiht ywwunbpwgih Undywuwb pwgiwdwywwnp ... 123

defeat of which could have been decisive and, perhaps, the war would have ended not in
1918 but much earlier.

15. Tt is not noted that during the assault on Erzurum, an important role was played by
the Armenian - Syrian reconnaissance group, which together with the Russians, obtained
the most important intelligence information that was decisive for the capture of the
fortress.

16. The commanders reported about Kurdish attacks against which the Armenian and
Syrian volunteers effectively acted, since they knew the terrain and the enemy well and
basically stopped the Kurdish attacks. After the disbandment of the Armenian squads in
1916, the Kurds intensified attacks on Russian units and on the Armenians who were
rebuilding their settlements.

17. In one of the documents of the collection, the geographical term “Eastern
Armenia” was used. It should have been clarified that the Armenian territories to the east
of Erzurum are meant (p. 308).

18. The collection contains no hint about the joint sabotage and reconnaissance
activities of the Black Sea Navy and Armenian volunteers.

19. The collection does not mention that the capture of Trapizund gave the Russians
the opportunity to prepare an operation for the capture of Constantinople, and does not
address the question of why it did not take place.

20. In our opinion, it would be correct to name the front Russian-Turkish, since the
fighting did not take place in the Caucasus.
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