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ON THE 65-TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
«HISTORICAL AND PHILOLOGICAL JOURNAL»

UNFAILING DEVOTION*
LILIT HOVHANNISYAN

This year marked the 65" anniversary of the “Historical and Philological
Journal” of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia.
The journal has its specific role in the centuries-old history of the Armenian
scientific periodicals. For more than six decades, having gone through a
difficult and complicated scientific-research, scientific-organizational and
scientific-publishing way, the journal has become not only one of the
authoritative publications in the field of Armenian studies, successfully
fulfilling its program tasks, but also a well-known school for the preparation
of scientific specialists.

The journal was founded in 1958, during the period of the “Khrushchev
Thaw” in the USSR that began in the mid-1950s, also the rapid development
of the Soviet economy, education and science, and the awakening of
Armenian national self-awareness.

The “Historical and Philological Journal” began to be published when the
Academy of Sciences of the Armenian SSR already had a periodical of
social science and Armenian studies: “Bulletin of the Academy of Sciences
of the Armenian SSR: Social sciences”, founded in 1940 [in 19401943 it
was called “Bulletin” of social and natural sciences (of Armenian branch of
the USSR Academy of Sciences), and since 1966, it has been called “Herald
of Social Sciences”]. That is why it was more important to clearly define the
goals and objectives of the journal.

The first issue of the journal, created by the decision of the Presidium of
the Academy of Sciences of Arm. SSR, was published in 1958. It was
opened with the introductory article “From the Editorial staff”, in which the
program goals and objectives of the new Armenological edition were
presented. According to it, the main goal of the journal is to support the
discussion and solution of the unelucidated problems and questions in need
of scientific scrutiny and reappraisal from the standpoint of modernity in the
field of historical-philological sciences. Then, the directions of the activity
that have always been primary for the periodical are listed in detail: the
elucidation both of the issues of history, language, literature, philosophy, art
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and other fields of culture of the Armenian people, the theoretical problems
of Armenian studies in general, political, economic and cultural relations of
the Armenian people with other peoples, also the contribution to the
discussion of scientific problems, the dilatation of creative debates and the
publication of originals, reviews, scientific news and information (1958, Ne
1, pp. 3-4). In addition, one of the most important tasks of the journal is to
acquaint Armenian readers abroad with the works of Armenian scientific
research institutions, as well as to inform Armenian readers about the works
of foreign Armenologists. The main goal of the periodical is to unite
Armenian and foreign scientists around the journal and contribute to the
further development of Armenian studies with joint efforts. Emphasizing the
creation and activity of the Armenological journal of the Academy of
Sciences, academician Joseph Orbeli in his letter to the editors on July 28,
1960 evaluates the “Historical and Philological Journal” as a “serious
academic journal”, the entry of which into arena was determined by such
social prerequisites as universal progress and the aspiration of the Armenian
people to value its past.

Such well-known historians and philologists as Babken Arakelyan, Sen
Arevshatyan (Secretary-in-Chief), H. G. Grigoryan (Deputy Editor-in-
Chief), Suren Yeremyan, Levon Khachikyan, Artashes Karinyan, V. E.
Hamazaspyan, Ashot Hovhannisyan, Gurgen Hovnan, Ararat Gharibyan,
Vache Nalbandyan were included in the Editorial board of the new
periodical established by the decision of the Presidency of the Academy of
Sciences. A prominent historian, Vice-president of the Academy of
Sciences, Academician Mkrtich Nersisyan was appointed the Editor-in-
Chief and supervised the journal for over forty years. Thanks to his efforts,
the journal has become the most prestigious Armenological periodical with
international recognition. After his death in 1999, this post was entrusted to
Academician of NAS RA, prominent historian Vardges Mikaelyan. In 2005,
after his decease, one issue of the journal was edited by the Doctor of
historical sciences Paruyr Muradyan; the next was edited by the Deputy
Editor-in-Chief and Secretary-in-Chief of the journal, Doctor of philological
sciences Anushavan Zakaryan. In 2006 the well-known philologist-
folklorist, Corresponding member of the NAS RA Sargis Harutyunyan was
elected Editor-in-Chief of the journal. Since June 13, 2018, the periodical
has been headed by A. Zakaryan. And Academician of the NAS RA Ashot
Melkonyan is the Chairman of the Editorial board of the same journal. They
are both elected by the Presidium of NAS RA.

During the past years, the journal’s Editorial board included such famous
Armenologists and Orientalists as: Boris Piotrovsky, Ilia Abuladze, Vlad
Bénateanu, Aram Ghanalanyan, Karo Ghafadaryan, Gevorg Jahukyan, Edvard
Jrbashyan, Gagik Sargsyan, Gevorg Brutyan, Emanuel Pivazyan, Hrach
Bartikyan, Vardan Devrikyan. Currently, the Editorial board consists of:
Academician of the NAS RA Ashot Melkonyan (Chairman), Correspondent
members of the NAS: Aelita Dolukhanyan (Deputy Editor-in-Chief), Levon
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Abrahamyan, Pavel Avetisyan, Murad Hasratyan, Henrik Hovhannisyan,
Doctors of philology: Professor Samvel Muradyan, Victor Katvalyan,
Anushavan Zakaryan (Chief Editor), Doctors of historical sciences: Professor
Nikolay Hovhannisyan, Vahan Ter-Ghevondyan, Foreign members of the
NAS, Professors: Gevorg Bardakchyan and Abraham Teryan (USA), Levon
Zekiyan (Italy), Anahit Tonapetyan (France). Styopa Petoyan is the Secretary-
in-Chief of the journal.

Throughout its existence, “Historical and Philological Journal” has been
steadily published with content consistent with its program objectives and
tasks. From the first issue of the periodical, its content structure was also
formed and has been preserved the same for years. The sections and
subsections of the journal (“Articles”, “Reports”, “Debates”, “Historical and
cultural reviews”, “Publications”, “Discussions”, “Reviews”, “Armenian
Diaspora Life”, “Our honoured scholars”, “Scientific news”, “Scientific life”,
“Our Jubilees”, “Letter to the Editorial board”) were subsequently subjected
to some additions and adjustments. The works of Armenian and foreign
specialists, in which the various problems of history, literature, language,
folklore, ethnography, archeology, lithography, philosophy, law, arts,
architecture of the Armenian people in different eras, as well as the important
scientific and cultural events in Armenia, Diaspora and abroad are analyzed,
the life and activities of prominent Armenologists are presented, and are
included in sections of articles, reports, publications and discussions
(previously: debates). The journal has a significant contribution to the field of
Caucasian studies, Oriental studies, and Byzantine studies. As a periodical
with wide scientific coverage, “Historical and Philological Journal” always
focuses on problems of general cultural and historical interest, which further
expands the journal’s scientific field of view. It should be noted that the
materials published in the journal are distinguished by a rich source and
historiographical base.

Unpublished letters from prominent figures in science and culture, as well
as archival documents of various kinds are regularly published, important
publications of Armenian, oriental and general cultural significance are
analyzed, the historical and cultural life of Armenian colonies 1is
comprehensively elucidated, information about important anniversaries,
Armenian and international conferences is presented in sections “Reviews”,
“Our Jubilees”, “Scientific life” and “News” (previously: “Scientific news”,
“Scientific information”) of the journal.

The editors of “Historical and Philological Journal” are also consistent in
publishing new sources, materials summarizing the results of archaeological
excavations, and newly discovered bibliographic documents. The editors of
the periodical, showing high professionalism and dedication to their work,
managed to gather around the journal many Armenian and foreign scientists
from Armenia, Transcaucasia, Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Europe, the
countries of the Near and Middle East, and America. Thanks to this,
“Historical and Philological Journal” not only successfully completed its
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tasks, but also contributed to the development of creative discussions, the
establishment of scientific connections and cooperation in the field of
studying Armenian history and culture. The following foreign scientists have
collaborated with the journal: D. Angelov, V. Guzelev from Bulgaria, L.
Motalova from Czechoslovakia, V. Banateanu (for many years he was also a
member of the Editorial Board) from Romania, J. F. Bonfante, V. Pisani, P.
Cuneo, A. Alpago-Novello, J. Longo, Al. Orengo from Italy, F. Feydit, J.-P.
Mahé, Ch. Renu from France, R. Thomson, J. Greppin, R. Jacobson, D.
Stronach, E. R. Anderson from the USA, St. Michael, M. Stone from the
Netherlands, J. J. Wittenberg from Belgium, E. Schutz, J. Trocani, E. Kibshan
from Hungary, H. Walter Paul from Germany, V. Toporov, O. Shirokov, T.
Ismayilova, A. Tereshchenko and Y. Baranov from Russia, I. Kripyakevich,
N. Rashban, S. Averbuch, A. Zinczenko, S. Y. Dashkevich, A. Bozhko and I.
Hayuk from Ukraine, I. Abuladze (he was also a member of the Editorial
Board) D. Chkhikishvili, G. Melikishvili from Georgia, V1. Besolov from the
Republic of North Ossetia-Alania, M. Malek Mohammad and A.
Yahyamasihi from Iran, B. Bilmez from Turkey and many others. Such a
large inclusion of authors proves that the journal has achieved wide
international recognition and enjoys a high scientific reputation. The attitude
of high trust and respect towards the journal in the international scientific
circles has been reflected in many letters addressed to the Editors of the
periodical by famous scientists from different countries, and in articles of
appreciation on the subject published in Soviet and foreign newspapers and
journals.

The financial support of “Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation and the Head
of its Armenian department — Honorable Doctor of the NAS RA Z. Yekavyan
greatly contributed to the publication of the “Historical and Philological
Journal” in 1997-2009.

Since its inception, “Historical and Philological Journal” has presented
itself to the reader as a bilingual periodical with a circulation of 1500-2400
printing units, in which materials were published in Armenian and Russian
with summaries in relevant languages. Currently, summaries in English are
also attached to them, thanks to which the general content of the materials
published in the periodical has become accessible to a much larger number of
foreign-language readers. Moreover, the title page and contents of the
periodical are currently being created in English as well. Also, the number of
English articles included in different issues of the periodical is increasing.
Being published in “Historical and Philological Journal” has always been an
honor for the senior and middle, as well as the younger generations of
scientists. Unfortunately, in the last thirty years, the republic’s scientific
journals faced obstacles of a different nature and difficult to overcome,
starting from financial shortages to maintaining the periodicity of the
publication, decreasing circulation, impossibility of paying royalties, and
therefore, objective and subjective circumstances related to sourcing and
ordering articles. Regardless of those circumstances, “Historical and
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Philological Journal” maintains its scientific reputation, which is the most
difficult thing in our reality. This implies maintaining and raising the scientific
level of the journal, involving young researchers in the composition of the
Editorial board, as well as more daring attitude towards the revision of old and
hardened views and ideas in historiography and philology by developing the
directions for debate and discussion.

“Historical and Philological Journal” overcomes all difficulties with honor.
Today, although the number of the printing units of the journal has decreased
(250 copies), it reaches its readers worldwide as in the past. Another
remarkable fact: until 1990, 4 issues of the Journal were published annually,
in 1991-1997 — 1 or 2 issues, up to 2000 there were united issues, and in 2000
the three-month Journal turned into a four-month periodical, and 3 issues are
published annually at real time.

Over the past 65 years, 223 major issues of the “Historical and Philological
Journal” have been published, each with a volume of 15-20 presses, on
average, 25 articles have been included in each issue, that is, during its
existence, the journal has presented the reader with about 6100 print units.

In 1983, in Armenian and Russian, and in 2009 in Armenian, Russian and
English, the bibliographic lists of the “Historical and Philological Journal” for
the years 1958-1982 and 1983-2007 were published. The number of
publications listed, respectively 2828 and 1909 units, represents the
development directions and scientific research processes of Armenian studies
and other related scientific fields for more than half a century. By the way, the
bibliographic list of “Historical and Philological Journal” for the years 1983—
2007 was published with the funds of “Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation”.

“Historical and Philological Journal” has a special significance in the
centuries-old history of the Armenian periodical press. It also stands out
among the periodical scientific publications of the Republic of Armenia as an
authoritative periodical for Armenian studies. The long-term experience of the
staff, the stable traditions, the ability to properly present the achievements of
Armenian studies to the reading public oblige the editors to constantly
maintain the journal’s scientific rating. And this is done in the last decades
with a small salary, thanks to great efforts, hard and stressful editorial-
proofreading work. Nevertheless, summoning up the activities of the
“Historical and Philological Journal” over the past six and a half decades, it
may be surely stated: this Armenological periodical of the NAS RA has
brought together a large number of Armenologists from the Homeland and
foreign countries around itself, and has done effective work to realize its
program goals and objectives. It should also be noted that several generations
of Armenologists have found their self-affirmation in the very pages of this
journal. “Historical and Philological Journal” is currently known as renowned
organ of Armenian studies and gained universal recognition in our country
and abroad. To imagine Armenology without this journal is hardly ever
possible. At present, in the conditions of independent statechood, when the
importance of Armenian studies in the Republic of Armenia has much risen
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and has become one of the orientations of state political and national security,
we believe that the new upsurge of the editorial work and the moral and
financial care of the state should also be pursued.

Congratulating the Editorial staff of the “Historical and Philological
Journal”, members of the Editorial board, the entire author’s staff and the
scientific community on the occasion of the 65th anniversary of the
publication of the periodical and wishing new successes, we fully hope that
the periodical will continue to make a significant contribution to the
development of modern Armenian studies staying faithful to its vocation.

Lilit Hovhannisyan — Candidate of Sciences in History, Senior Researcher at
the Department of History of the Armenian Question and Armenian Genocide at
the NAS RA Institute of History, Associate Professor at the ljevan branch of
YSU and the International scientific and educational center of the NAS.
Scientific interests: the main issues of history and historiography of the
Armenian question and Genocide of Armenians. Author of 2 monographs, 5
methodical textbooks and about 50 articles. lilithovannisian@yahoo.com;
[_hovhannisyan@ysu.am;, lilit. hovhannisyan@jisec.am
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BE33ABETHAS IMTPEJJAHHOCTD
(K 65-neturo «McTopuko-(prIoornaeckoro XypHasay)

JIMJINT OTAHUCAH
Peszmowme

B MHOTOBEKOBOW HCTOPHH apMSHCKOW TEpUOAMYECKON TIedaTd ocoboe
MecTo 3aHuMaeT «McTopuko-grIonorundaeckuii sxypHan HarmonansHo# akase-
MuH Hayk PecryOmukun Apmenns. Ha npoTspkeHuu Ooliee MIecTH NeCATHIICTHH,
MIPOMAST TPYIHBIA U CIIOXKHBIH HayYHO-HCCIIEA0BATENbCKHUM, HAyUYHO-OpraHu3a-
LIMOHHBIA U HAYYHO-U3AATEIbCKUI MyTh, dKypHAI CTaJl OJHUM U3 aBTOPUTETHBIX
ApPMEHOBEIYECKUX W3JaHUM, YCIEIIHO BBIMOJHSAIONMM CBOU IPOrpPaMMHBIE
3a/1a4d, TaK)Ke — M3BECTHOI IITKOJIOH IMOATOTOBKY HAYYIHBIX KaJIPOB.

[TepBriii HOMEp KypHalla, CO3JlaHHOr0 pemieHueM lIpesunnyma AxajgeMuu
HayKk ApMCCP, Brimien B 1958 r. OH oTKpBIBaJICS BCTYNUTENBHOU cTaTheil «OT
perakuum», B KOTOPOH OBUIM MPEACTaBICHBI NPOTPaMMHBIE LIETTH U 3aJa4d HO-
BOTO apMEHOBEIYECKOIro M3faHMsd. B penkomneruto >xypHaia BOILIM BHJIHBIE
UCTOPUKHU M QUIIOJOTH. [ TaBHBIM peIaKTOPOM JKypHajia OblT Ha3HAYEH BhIJAt0-
IUACA UCTOPUK, BUIIE-TIPE3UJICHT AKaJleMUH Hayk, akajgeMuk MxpTteia Hep-
CHCSIH, KOTOPBIN CBBIIIIE COPOKA JIET pyKOBOAUI KypHasioM. [Tocie koHunHbI M.
Hepcucsra B 1999 r. srta momkHocTh OblTa nmoBepeHa akagemuky HAH PA,
BUIHOMY HcTOpUKY Baparecy Mukaensny. C yxonom B. MukaensiHa U3 )XxU3HH
B 2005 r. oguH HOMEp KypHaja BBILIEI MOJ pelaKliuell JOKTOpa UCTOPUUECKUX
Hayk II. MypaznsHa, a cnepyromuid — NojJ peJakuyued 3aMecTUTENs IVIABHOTO
pemakTopa, OTBETCTBEHHOTO CEKpeTaps, [IOKTopa (DMIOIOTHYECKHX HayK
Anymagana 3akapstHa. B 2006 T. rIaBHBIM peIakTopoM XypHaia ObuT n30paH
W3BECTHBIA (HUIIONOT-POIBKIOPHCT, uieH-koppecnonaeHT HAH PA Capruc
ApyTioHsaH. C uroHs 2018 1. r1aBHBIM peJakTOPOM NEPUOIUYECKOTO H3JaHUS
sBrsiercss A. 3akapsiH: oH u3Opan [lpesmamymom HAH PA. PemakumonHblit
COBET TOTO e M3manus Bo3riasiaeT akageMuk HAH PA Amor MenkoHsH.

[IpundaTas ¢ mepBoro HoMepa >KypHaJla M COXPaHSBIIAsCS Ha MPOTSKEHHUU
MOCTIEAYIOMINX JIET CTPYKTypa — paszelbl U MOApa3Aebl — BIIOCIEACTBAN TTOA-
Bepriach HEKOTOPHIM JIOTIOJTHEHUSIM H YTOUYHEHHSIM. MaTtepranbl myOIuKyoTCs
Ha apMSIHCKOM, PYCCKOM M aHIJIMMCKOM sI3bIKax, ¢ NMPHJIOKEHHUEM pe3loMe Ha
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PYCCKOM, aHIVIMACKOM U apMSHCKOM s3bIKaxX. HbIHe sKypHan BBIXOOUT pa3 B 4e-
TBIpe Mecsmna. Beimmuio 223 HOMepoB, KaKIbIi 13 KOTOPEIX nMeeT 00beM 15 — 20
MEYaTHBIX JHCTOB. B KakIOM HOMEpE MOMEIEHO B CpeJHEM IO 25 maTepua-
JIOB, T. €., CO THS OCHOBaHHUS OBUIO OmyOJMKOBaHO moutd 6100 MaTepuainos.
Kypnan pacnpoctpansica B konuuectBe 1500 — 2400 sx3eMIuIspoB (HbIHE —
250) He TOMBKO B ApMEHHUH, HO U 3a pyOexom. 3a 65 JIeT CBOEeTo CyIIeCTBOBA-
aus «Mcropuxo-dumonormuecknii xypHam» HAH PA cmotun Bokpyr cebst
MHOTHX apMEHOBEIOB CO BCETO MHpa, IPOBOJI IUNIOAOTBOPHYIO paboTy IO U3y-
YEHHIO BaXKHBIX BONPOCOB MCTOPHM apMSAHCKOTO HAapona, JUTEpaTypshl, sI3bIKa,
UCKycCTBa, ¢uiocopuu U Apyrux obnacted Hayku. Ha cTpaHmmax xypHaia
OCBEIIATHCH TaKKe MPoOIeMbl BOCTOKOBEICHHUS, KaBKA30BEACHHUS, HCTOPUOTpa-
¢bun 1 GUITOIOTHH, BOIPOCH UCTOPUU SKOHOMUYECKUX, MTOTUTHICCKUX U KYJTb-
TYpPHBIX CBSI3€il M B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUH ApPMEHHHM C COCEIHHUMHU CTpaHaMH,
Hay9HOH, OOIIECTBEHHO-TTOJINTHIECKON M KyJIBTYPHOU KU3HU apMSHCKON JTrac-
nmopel. B 1997-2009 rr. «UcTtopuko-dunonaornuecknii kxypHam» BBIXOIWI B
CBET mpH PUHAHCOBOW moanepkke Gouaa «l amyct ['TonsO0eHKIH» U PYKOBOIH-
TeJIsl ero apMsHCKoro ¢uauana, moyetHoro nokropa HAH PA 3aBena Exapsna.
OTtmeMuM, YTO H3JaHHEe BTOpoW OuOIMorpaduu XKypHajla Ha apMSHCKOM,
PYCCKOM M aHTIIUHCKOM s13bIKax (mepBast oxpaTbiBania 1958—1982 rr. u BeIIa B
cBeT B 1983 1. HA apMSHCKOM M PYCCKOM s3bIKax), BKMrodaromiei 1983-2007
IT., TAK)Ke OBLTO (PMHAHCHPOBAHO STUM (POHIOM.

B nocnennue necaTuieTHs KypHaJ HCIBITBIBaeT (PMHAHCOBBIE MPOOIEMBI U
TPYJHOCTH, CBA3aHHBIE C COXpaHEHHEM MEPHOAMYHOCTH W3/aHUsA, COKparle-
HUEM THpaXka, 3aKa3bIBaHHEM U JOOBIBAHMEM CTaTeH, MO MPHYNHE HEBO3MOXK-
HOCTH BBIIJIaThl TOHOpPApa, HU3KOM 3apIiiaToil coTpyiHUKOB. M Bce 31O B ycio-
BHSIX HE3aBHCHMOW TOCYJIapCTBEHHOCTH, KOT/Ia apMEHOBEJICHUE SABISAETCS IUIA
Halllel CTPaHbl CTPATETMYECKUM HAIIPABJICHUEM U UMEET OIPOMHOE MTPAKTHYEC-
KO€ 3HaueHHe.

CeroaHsi HEBO3MOYKHO MPENCTaBUTH apMeHOBeneHHne 0e3 «lcTopuko-duio-
JIOTHYECKOTO KypHajla» — BECOMOTO MEPHOANYECKOT0 M3AAHHUS, MOTYyUHBIIETO
IIMPOKOE MPU3HAHUE HAYYHOU OOIECTBEHHOCTH HAIlICH CTpaHbI U 32 pyOeKoM.
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