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ARTAK MAGHALYAN

THE SETTLEMENTS OF ARTSAKH ACCORDING TO
THE DONATION BOOK OF THE SAINT JAMES MONASTERY
OF JERUSALEM

Key words: Jerusalem, St. James Monastery, donations, accounts, donation
book, Artsakh, Shushi, Syunik, Gandzak, demography.

The Donation Book of the St. James Monastery of Jerusalem, the “Register of
donations in 1818-1826 (in the country of Persia and in Georgia)”, is kept in the
Monastery’s manuscript repository under the number 3216.

In fulfilment of his responsibilities, the author of this book visited Shushi on 2
January 1822 and toured all the provinces of Artsakh and Syunik. On November 1
he left for Gandzak and from there he went to Shamshadin on March 25, 1823.

The Donation Book presents valuable information regarding currency units in
circulation in the regions visited by the author, as well as their exchange rates. The
donations were collected in tumans and monets.

Among the donors, the author mentions the names of Bahram-bek Melik*-
Shahnazarian, the son of Varanda’s lord Melik‘-Jumshud, and Melik‘-Vani
(Hovhannes) At‘abekian, lord of Jraberd.

The Donation Book also contains extremely valuable information about the Ar-
menians of the fortified city of Shushi, which was the center of Artsakh. The ac-
counts mention separately the famous Shushi communities from the towns of Meghri

17 Py mtlmﬁr}nlpjmﬁ\ Opp qnupp wlmbp dwqly b ®Okprniju Ynyuh windpg, nrp
twhwwmwlply b wpunby b wdhnu]ly gough Ejigkgnad: Soup fnpnad | wb Q_mqll\ll\
Unnwljw shph (powef. «qug») hwbfich wnljumpui yunbunn] (kv 6. lopuywdé, ).
wyfu., by 294, U. Ywruybmywmb, Gp]. wyju., by 258):



and Agulis; the former donated 25 silver monets and the latter donated 80 monets of
silver. The donated amounts indicate the size and comparative well-being of these
communities.

The Donation Book also contains remarkable details concerning the Armenian
artisans of Shushi. They were the main contributors among the donors in Shushi;
around thirty of them are mentioned by name. The author scrupulously recorded even
donations of half a monet. One can judge about the financial position of those Shushi
artisans who donated modest sums.

There is also significant material regarding the personal names, surnames and
family names of the Armenians of Shushi.

The published pages of the Donation Book can be useful for the study of
Artsakh’s socio-economic situation in the 1820s.

APTAK MAT AJISITH

MOCEJEHMS APIIAXA COTI'JIACHO KHUT'E IO KEPTBOBAHUM
HEPYCAJINMMCKOI'O MOHACTBIPSA CBB. AKOBOB

KuloueBrble ciioBa:  Mepycanum, MoHacTbipb CBB. lakoBOB, NOKEPTBOBAaHMUS, KHUTa
noxkepTBoBanmid, Apuax, [lymm, Cronuk, ['ang3ak, gemorpa-

us.

«Kuura noxxeprBoBanuit 1818—1826 rr. (ctpana [lepcus u go ['py3un)» uepy-
caMMcKoro MoHacThIpsl CB. NakoBOB XpaHHUTCA B XpaHUJIUILE PYKOITUCEH 3TOro MO-
HaCTBIps oA HomepoMm 3216.

C 11en1p10 NCTIOTHEHHS CBOMX 00SI3aHHOCTEH COOPIIMKA ITOKEPTBOBAHUM, aBTOP
naHHOW KHurH 2 stHBaps 1822 r. npu6sut B Lllymm, o0be3amn Bce obmacta Apriaxa,
a taxoke CroHHK, 1 1 HOSIOpsl TOro ke rofa Belexan B ['aHa3ak, a oTTyaa 25 mapTa
1823 r. ormpaswiics B [llammaaus.

Kaura noxepTBOBaHHN COACPKUT IEHHYIO HHPOPMAITUIO O JICHEKHBIX ¢TUHH-
aX ¥ X OOMEHHBIX Kypcax B HACEJICHHBIX ITYHKTaxX, KOTOpbIe moceTui aBTop. Ilo-
YKEPTBOBAHUS COOMPANTNCEH B MYMAHAX 1 MOHEMaXx.

Cpenu sxepTBOBaTeieit ymoMsHyTsl nMeHa baxpam-Oexa Memmk-I1laxHaza-
psiHa, chiHa Bhaasiku Bapanasl Menuk-Jxyminyna, 1 Menuk-Banu (OBaneca) Ata-
OcksHa, BIaaslku Jxpabdepnaa.

COopmuK Mo>KepTBOBAHUN TIepeIaéT Ype3BBIYAHO MEHHYI0 HH(HOPMAIHIO 00
apMsHCTBe ropoga-kpenocty Ulymm — nentpe Apnaxa. B ero kuure no-otneiasHo-
CTH YNOMSHYTbl W3BECTHbIE LIYIIMHCKHE OOIIMHBI METPHUHLEB M aryJjucLEB



(BBIXOMIIIEB COOTBETCTBEHHO M3 Merpu n Arynmca), mepBoe U3 KOTOPBIX coOpaiio
MO’KEPTBOBAHUH Ha 25 cepebpsnbix MoHem, a BTopbie — Ha 80 monem. [1o cymmam
COOpaHHBIX CPEJICTB MOXKHO COCTABUTh MPECTABICHUE O pa3Mepax U OTHOCUTEIb-
HOM OJIaroIoy9rdy 3TUX OOIIHH.

KHura nmoxepTBOBaHUN TaKkKe COACPIKHUT JHOOONBITHBIC CBEACHUS 00 apMsH-
ckux pemecneHaukax [llymm. bonmbmryto yacts sxeprBoBateneii u3 Lllymm cocras-
JISUTH UMEHHO PEMECIICHHUKH, M3 KOTOPHIX MTOMMEHHO YIOMSHYTO OKOJIO TPeX Jie-
CATKOB. ABTOp KHHId JOOPOCOBECTHO 3allMcall TOXCPTBOBaHHS JaXkKe B
noamonemst. [1o pazmMepam COOPaHHBIX CKPOMHBIX MTOYKEPTBOBAHUH OT IIYIIMHCKHX
PEMECIIEHHIKOB MOKHO COCTaBUTH MPECTABICHNE 00 UX MaTepHaIbHOM ITOJI0XKE-
HUWU.

B xHuUTe Takke COMEPIKUTCS 3HAUUTEIIBHBIN MaTeprall O JIMYHBIX UMEHaX, (a-
MWJIHSIX ¥ POJIaX ITYITHHCKHUX apMsiH.

Ony6nukoBanuble cTpanullbl «Kuauru [ToskepTBOBaHUIN» MOTYT OBITH MOJIC3HBI
JUIST U3yYCHUS COIMATBHO-D)KOHOMHYECKOr0 MONoXeHusT B Apraxe B 20-x romax
XIX Beka.





