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MERI SAFARYAN

THE MONASTERY COMPLEX OF SRVEGH
(Results of Excavations 2021-2022)

Key words: Tavush, Srvegh Monastery, Holy Cross, chapel of Holy Mother
of God, Middle Ages, restoration, improvement, excavations,
finds.

The Srvegh monastery complex is located in the Aygehovit community of the
Tavush region of the Republic of Armenia. It is dated to the 13" century. Within the
framework of the state program for the fixation and restoration of the monument, in
2021-2022 the expedition of the “Scientific Research Center for Historical and Cul-
tural Heritage” carried out cleaning and improvement work and partial excavations
on the territory of the monastery. This was followed by a joint work of architects-
restorers, civil engineers and geologists under the supervision of Hovhannes Sana-
myan within the project of stabilizing and restoring the complex.

Summing up, we can say that the excavations completely fulfilled the tasks as-
signed to them. In particular, we found out that the main Holy Cross church stands
on a natural rock and that the collapses are the result of earthquakes, and not of soft,
loose foundations. This will significantly facilitate the restoration process.

In a short time, in addition to the cleaning work, we also carried out partial
excavations. The finds suggest that the monastery of Srvegh had a large community
in the High Middle Ages and was very famous like its contemporaries Kirants® and
Makaravank®.

Built by the Chalcedonian Armenians, the Srvegh Monastery had its important
place in the spiritual and cultural life of the region. We hope that the restoration of
the churches and the improvement of the forest road leading to the complex will
increase the interest in this monument and that future excavations and various studies
will shed light on the role and significance of the monastery complex in our history
and cultural life.
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MEPU CA®APSH

MOHACTBIPCKHI KOMILJIEKC CPBEI’
(Pe3ysnbTaThl packonok 2021-2022 rr.)

Kawuesblie ciioBa:  Taym, moHacTelps Cpaer, niepkoBs CB. Kpecra, gacoBHS CB.
Boropoanipl, cpeHEBEKOBbE, pecTaBpanys, 61aroycTpoicTso,
PacKOIIKH, HAXOKHU.

Momnacteipckuii komruiekc Cpser (XIII-XIV BB.) pacnosnoxeH B o0muHe A-
reoBut TaByrckoii o0iactu PA. B paMkax rocygapcTBEHHON MpOTrpaMMbl IO (hHK-
calliM U pecTaBpalliy MaMsATHHKA dKkcrequius «HaydHo-rccnen0BaTenbCKoro eH-
Tpa HCTOPHKO-KYyJNbTypHOTO Haciemus» B 2021-2022 rr. mposenma paboTsl 1O
OYHCTKE U 01aroycTpoiiCTBY M YaCTHYHBIE HCCIIEIOBATEIILCKUE PACKOIKH HA TEPPH-
TOPHUU MOHACTBIps. Jlasiee mociieioBana COBMECTHas pab0Ta apXUTEKTOPOB-PECTaB-
paToOpoOB, MHXKEHEPOB-CTPOUTENIECH U Te0NoroB moj pykoBoactBoMm Oranneca Ca-
HaMsHa HaJl IPOEKTOM CTa0MJIM3aluU U BOCCTAHOBJIEHHH KOMILIEKCA.

ITonBoast UTOT, MOKHO CKa3aTh, YTO MPOBEAS PACKOIKH Ha TEPPUTOPUH MOHA-
CTBIPCKOTO KOMILIEKCA, MBI ITIOJIHOCTHIO BHITIOIHHIIY ITOCTABICHHBIE NTEpPel HUMH 3a-
Jadd. B yacTHOCTH, MBI BBIACHWIIH, YTO I1aBHas 1IepkoBb CB. KpecTa cTouT Ha ecte-
CTBEHHOM CKaJie ¥ 4TO 00BaNIbI — PE3yJIbTAT 3eMJICTPICEHHIA, 2 He MSATKHX, PBHIXJIBIX
OCHOBaHUi. DT0 00CTOATENHCTBO 3HAUYUTEIBHO 00JIETYUT PaOOTHI IO BOCCTAHOBIIE-
HUIO LIEPKBHU.

3a KOpPOTKO€ BpEMs, IOMHUMO OYMUCTKH, HAMU ObLIH MMPOBCACHLI U YaCTUYHBIC
PAacKOIKH, B Pe3yIbTaTe YEro HAXOAKH MO3BOJISAIOT MPEANIONI0KHUTE, YTO MOHACTBIPh
Cpser B pa3BUTOM CPEAHEBEKOBLE MMENI MHOTOUYHMCIICHHYIO OOIIMHY U MOJIB30BAJICS
00JIBIIION U3BECTHOCTHIO, KAK U COBPEMEHHBIE eMy MoHAcThIpu Kupani u Makapa-
BaHK.

Coopy>KeHHBIN apMsIHAMH-XaJTKUJOHUTaMK, CpBErcCKui MOHACTBIPh 3aHUMA
HEMaJIOBA)KHOE MECTO B JIyXOBHOW M KYJIbTYPHOM JKM3HHM peruoHa. Msl Hajeemcs,
YTO pecTaBpalys UEPKBEH U yIydlIeHHEe JIECHOM JOPOTrH, BEAYIIEH K KOMIUIEKCY,
MOBBICAT MHTEPEC K 3TOMY NMaMATHHUKY. JlanbHEWIINe pacKONKU M UCCIETOBAaHUIL
IIPOJIBIOT OOJIBILINM CBET HA POJIb M1 3HAYCHUE MOHACTBIPCKOT'O KOMILIIEKCA B HaIeun
HCTOPHUH U KyJIbTYPHOU KHU3HHU.





