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SANAHIN AS A ROYAL AND PRINCELY CEMETERY

Key words: Sanahin, Kyurikian dynasty, Zak‘arian princes, tomb, tomb-
stones, excavations, finds, archaeology.

The desire of Armenian princes and kings to find the last rest in their native
possessions is expressed by a number of facts. The royal and princely houses had
their own spiritual centers, where the representatives of these houses were buried.
While before the construction of vestibules (gavit) privileged persons were buried
in the courtyards of churches (Tat‘ew, Vahanavank‘, Noravank*), after the appear-
ance of gavit ‘s they also became burial places of clerics and secular nobility.

In 979, when the Sanahin Monastery was proclaimed episcopal see by the de-
cree of King Smbat 11 of Armenia, it also became the spiritual center of the Kyurikian
kingdom. Therefore, it is no coincidence that the desire of the Kyurikian princes was
to enjoy the patronage of Sanahin after their death.

The famous sepulcher of the Zak‘arians is located outside the walled part of the
complex, about 60 meters southeast of the central group of monuments, to the west
of the St. Hakob Church. As part of the archaeological research of the sepulcher and
the other structures of the southeastern group of monuments, in 2019 the St. Hakob
Church and the Holy Resurrection Church, and in 2021-2022 the territory adjacent
to the family sepulchre of the Zak‘arians with the section of the road leading to the
complex were excavated. The research and excavations carried out in the territory of
the sepulcher of the Zak‘arians gave significant results both in terms of dating the
construction horizons and clarifying the cultural layers.

APMAH HAJIBAHJAH, IMAHA MAPUJTKAHAH

CAHAHUH KAK HAPCKASA U KHAXKECKASA
YCBIITAJIBHUTIA

Kawouesble ciioBa:  Canauwd, nuHacTuU KIOpUKSHOB M 3aKkapsHOB, KHS3bS, TPOO-
HUIIA, HAATPOOUsI, PACKOTIKH, HAXOJIKH, aPXCOJIOTHSL.

ApMSHCKHE KH3bS U ITapH CTPEMITACH 00PECTH BETHBIH ITOKOH B POJHBIX Blla-
JICHUSIX, TIO3TOMY IAPCKUC U KHSKECKHUE JIOMa UMEITU CBOM JTyXOBHBIE IICHTPHI, TJIe
XOPOHWJIM NIPEJICTABUTENCH CBOUX JUHACTUH. ECl 10 moCcTpoiiky MPpUTBOPOB 3HATH
xopoHWIHM BO 1nBopax IiepkBeil (TareB, BaramaBamk, Hopapank), To ¢ wux
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MOSIBJICHUEM OHM CTaJll MECTaMH 3aXOpPOHEHHUS KaK JYXOBHOM, TaKk M CBETCKOH
3HATH.

B 979 romy, xorma CwmOat Ilatpmapx mnpoBo3riacuin MoHAcCThIph CaHawH
€MHUCKONCKUM IPECTOJIOM, OH CTaj JYXOBHBIM IIEHTpOM LapcTBa KIOpUKSHOB.
ITorToMy HecnmyualiHO XenaHue KHA3€H KropHKSH MOnb30BaThCS MOKPOBUTEILCT-
BoM CaHaunHa Jjake 1ocjae CMEPTH.

3HameHnTas TpoOHMIA 3aKapsHOB HAXOAMTCS 3a MpeleiaMu OOHECEHHOH
CTEHOM 4YacTH KOMIUIEKCa, MPUMEPHO B 60-U M K OrO-BOCTOKY OT LIEHTPaJIbHOU
IpyNIbl NaMATHUKOB, K 3amaay oT uepkBu CB. Akona. Bo BpeMs apxeonorunyeckux
HCCIICIOBAaHUN TPOOHUIBI M JIPYTHMX COOPY)KCHUH Ha FOr0-BOCTOKE MaMSATHHKA B
2019 romy 6pun packomansl nepkBu CB. Axoma, CB. Bockpecenus, a B 2021-2022
IT. — TEPPUTOPHA, TPUIIETaloas K POAOBOM TPOOHHUIE 3akapsHOB W Y4acTOK
JIOPOTH, BEAyLWIMA K KOMIUIEKCY NaMATHUKOB. lccienoBaHus M PacKOIKH,
[IPOBEICHHbIE B paiioHe TPOOHHUIIBI 3aKapsSHOB, JAIH 3HAYUTEIbHBIEC PE3yIbTaThl B
IJI1aHS JaTUPOBKHU pa60t11/1x TOPHU30HTOB U YTOUYHCHHA KYJIbTYPHBIX CJIOCB.





