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SHOGHAKAT DEVRIKYAN

ICONOGRAPHY OF GRIGOR NAREKATSI’S VISION

(From Miniatures to Engravings of Mekhitarists’ Publications)

Key words: Grigor Narekats‘i, The Book of Lamentation, vision, Armenian
miniatures, engravings in old-printed books, Mekhitarist Con-
gregation.

One of the most remarkable episodes of the Vita of Grigor Narekats‘i is the
legend that one day during a self-forgetful prayer Narekats‘i saw in a vision the Holy
Lady holding the Christ Child in her arms.

This vision is supported by some lines from his works and, among the images
related to him, is also illustrated more than any other both in Armenian manuscripts
and in the engravings of old-printed books.

In medieval folk thinking, this vision and its illustrations became the culmina-
tion of Narekats‘i’s life and spiritual activity and are evaluated as an equivalent of
the author's most famous work.

The article shows the gradual development of this iconographic form from mar-
ginal and page miniatures of manuscripts to engravings of printed versions of the
Book of Lamentation.

HIOTI'AKAT JEBPUKAH

HNKOHOI'PA®USA BUJEHUA I'PUT'OPA HAPEKAIIN

(oT MuUHHMATIOP 10 TPaBIOp M3aaHHii MXHTAPUCTOB)

Knrouegvie cnosa: I'purop Hapekarnm, «KHHura CKOpOHBIX MTECHOTICHUI, BUICHNE,
ApMSHCKHE MAUHHATIOPHI, TPaBIOPHI CTapOIIEYaTHRIX KHAT, KoH-
rperausi MXuTapucToB.

OpwH U3 sipKuX >1H30,10B kuTHs Cesitoro I'puropa Hapekary — nctopusi o Tom,
Kak BO BpeMsI caM03a0BEHHON MOJUTBBEI eMy sBuiach [IpecBaras bBoropommia c
Mrnagenuem Uucycom Ha pykax. Kak moaTrBepxaeHIe UCTOPUIECKON TOCTOBEPHOC-



TH IAHHOTO BUJICHUSI B )KUTUHU CBATOT'O MPUBOIWIIUCH PA3IMYHbIE CTPOKU U3 €TO CO-
YMHCHUM.

B psay munuatiop, noopaxaromux Hapekaiy, 1aHHOE BUICHUE — cCaMOe pac-
MIPOCTPAHEHHOE KaK B apMSHCKUX PYKOIIUCSAX, TAK U B IPABIOpax CTAPONEYATHBIX
KHHT.

OTO BUJCHUE U €r0 WLIIOCTPAIMH B CPEAHEBEKOBOM HAPOJHOM MBILIIICHUN
CTAHOBSITCS BBICILICH TOYKOH >KU3HU U AYXOBHOU AesTenpHOCTH Hapekanu u oueHu-
BAIOTCSI HAPABHE CO 3HAMEHUTOM II03MOM aBTOPA.

B craThe moka3Ho MocTerneHHOe pa3BUTHE UKOHOTpahUIeCKOH GOPMBI HILTFOC-
Tpauuil BuneHus Hapekanu, HauuHasi ¢ MapTUHAJIBHBIX U JULEBbIX MUHUATIOP ap-
MSTHCKUX PYKOIHCEH 10 TpaBiop MeyaTHHIX u3laHui « KHUTM cKOpOHBIX TecHOTIe-
HUID).





