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KAREN MATEVOSYAN

THE DATE OF BIRTH OF CATHOLICOS
NERSES SHNORHALI
ACCORDING TO THE COLOPHON OF HIS NEPHEW GRIGOR

Key words: Nersés Shnorhali, Hromkla, scribe, colophon, Cilicia, Grigor
Tgha, Grigor Apirat.

The date of birth of Catholicos Nersés Shnorhali (1166-1173) in Armenian
studies is placed between 1098 and 1102, since direct evidence has not been known.
The most commonly used wording is "around 1100." However, in the "Miscellany"
of 1294 (Matenadaran, Ne 2496, scribe Kirakos) which contains the works of Nersés
Shnorhali, a memorable note of Grigor, the son of Shnorhali’s brother, is preserved.
It mentions that he became catholicos at the age of 56, occupied the throne for 7
years and died at the age of 63. Since the dates of accession to the throne and death
of the Catholicos are known (1166 and 1173 respectively), then the date of his birth
upon accession to the throne should be 1110 (1166 — 56 = 1110, and based on the
year of his death, 1173 — 63 = 1110). This date differs significantly from those com-
mon in literature.

The author of the colophon is either the direct successor of Nersés Shnorhali —
Catholicos Grigor Tgha (1173-1193), the son of Shnorhali’s elder brother Vasil, or
Catholicos Grigor Apirat (1194-1203), the son of another brother, Zoravar.

KAPEH MATEBOCSH

JATA POXIAEHUS KATOJINKOCA
HEPCECA IIIHOPAJIA
COI'JIACHO MAMSTHOM 3ATIMCH EI'O INIEMSIHHUKA I'PUTOPA

Kurouesnble ciioBa:  Hepcec [lInopanu, PoMkiia, nepenucyuuk, namsitHas 3anuck, Ku-

mkust, ['purop Tra, I'purop Anmpar.

[Hara poxxnenns karonukoca Hepceca lllnopanu (1166-1173) B nccnenoBaHusix
JI0 cHX TIOp oTMedaeTcs B mpoMmexxyTke 1098-1102 rr., Tak Kak MPSMBIX CBHICTEb-
CTB O Hell He Obwro. Yare Bcero mcnomnb3yercs GopMmynupoBka «okoio 1100 r.».
Onnaxko B "Coopruke" 1294 r. (Martenagapan, Ne 2496, nepenmcunk Kupakoc), co-
nepxatoiiem Tpyasl Hepceca IIHopanu, coxpanuiioch naMmsiTHas 3anuck ['puropa —
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cbiHa Opata LlIHopanu, rae ynmoMuHaeTcsl, YTO OH CTall KaTOJIMKOCOM B Bo3pacte 56
JIET, 3aHUMAJI TIPECTOI B T€YeHHE 7 JIeT B yMep B Bo3pacte 63 neT. [lockombKy maTel
BCTYIUICHHS Ha TPECTOJI U CMEPTH KaTOJIMKOCA M3BECTHBI, COOTBETCTBEHHO — 1166
u 1173 rompl, TO ¥ JaTa ero poxaAeHHUS Mo BCTyIUIeHHIO Ha ripectoi (1166-56=1110)
nony4aercst 1110 rox, a mo gare cmeptu (1173-63=1110) Toxxe 1110 ron. Kak Bu-
JIIM, 3T JaTa CYLIECTBEHHO OTIMYAETCS OT JaT, pACIPOCTPAHEHHBIX B IUTEPATYype
JIO0 CUX TIOP.

ABTOpPOM MaMSATHOW 3amMCH ABJSETCS JTHUOO HEMOCPEICTBEHHBIH MPEEMHHK
Hepceca Inopanu - xatonukoc I'purop Tra (1173-1193), cea crapmero Opara
[IHopanu — Bacunus, mubo cbiH Apyroro Opata — 3opaBapa, KaToinukoc [purop
Anupar (1194-1203).





