Shqrutu Ubh£Uu3G6L3UL
<< GUU wplbjwghwnnipjuu huunhwnnwn
Upbbywu wnpjnipughwnipju b wwwndwgpnipjwu pwdhl,
qhunwluwwnnn
Ep.thnuin® mtigran2002@yahoo.com
DOI: 10.56813/2953-786X-2023.3-61
<U3uusSuuLh €ULMUMNESNRE3UL MUrUYULERNK
Jdhuughr dUNULINR@E@3NRLLY®

LEpwénipyniu

Cwjwuwnwup  nwpwdp  VII-XIX  nn.  ubppwihwugwsd
wwppbip dnwnydw hwpuwnniejnutiph, gbinwfudptiph
ubpywjwgnighsutiph hinpbpp hwunhuwgnn wpwpwwnwn yhdwaghp
wpdwuwgnpnipniuubiph gwppnwd (npnug Gugnn dGdwdwuuniyeniup
wpwpbpbu Gu, pwuh np XIX nwpwdbpoh L XX nwpwulgph
nwwwuwagpbp GU) jwu bwb ywpuybpbu wpdwlwgnpniejniuubp:

<nnywdnid  nhunwpyynud Bu <wjwunwup  nwpwdpnid
hwjnuwpbpwsd wwpuybpbt Ywd wwpuybpbuh wgnbgniejwdp
wpqwsd  Ypdwlwtu  Ywd  wnwplywibph  Jpw  wpwd
wpdwuwagnpnientuubipp:

Wddjwu  Cwjwunwuh  Lwupwwbinnuygjwt  nwpwdpnd
hwjnuwpbpwsd  wwpulwitgnt  dhdwgpwwu dwnwugnieniup
upw wpwpwwwn yhdwghp dwnwugnigjwt wupwdwubih dwut |
hwunhuwund' wpunwgnibiny hwjyulwu dhwutwlwu
whnwlwunpwt  pwgwlwnipjut  ywdwuubpnd  dnwnydwu
whpwlwiubph  Ynndphg  Upbbywu <Lwjwunwup Jdh  pwlp
hwpnipwdjwy  wbwd  wjwbdwu U dnwnydwt  quugywdh
ubppwihwugdwu (husp fupwfunwynd Ep ujwénnubpp Ynndhg)
wpryniupnud wnwowgwd Jhdwgpwlwu hbwpp: Wu  wnnwiny,
Uplubpwu <wjwunwuh hwdwp hwnuwbu nnpbpgquywu Ep
Utdjwu oswh Cwh-Uppwuh whpwlwinipjwt  wwppubipp, npp

19 Znnwdp pungpynud | ubipyuihu <wjwunwuh <wupwwbnngeut b ng
et wwwndwlwu <wjwunmwuh tnwpwdpp:
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pupwgpnd  oudwljwu unypwuutph nbd  «wpdwd  hnnh»
dwpunwydwpnigywu Yhpwndwu wpryniupnud® 1604 p. U hbunwguw
wnwphubipht, gpbeb wdpnne hwj puwlsnieniup poybg bpwtu b
thnfuwpbiup uluydbg pintppwibignt ginkph’ npwbu nwqdwlwu nwdh
ubippwthwugnuip Uplbijwu <wjwuwnw:

Cwjwunwiuph <wupwwbnnyejwt wnwpwdpnd dhtus wjdd
hwjnuwpbpwsd wpwpwwwn Jhdwghp wpdwlwagpnieniutbpp
duonn  JGdwdwuunieniup wpwpbpbu Gu, pwuh np VIl nwphg'
wpwpwywu udwédnudubphg h ybp wpwpbpbup (wiu nwpwsdnd
gunwy npwbtiu Upwpwlwt fuwhdwinigjwu b hujwdh bgnt W nbin
wjnwhuhu  tp Gplwp  dwdwuwly, wuqwd, peny Uppwujwu
fuwhdwjnipiwu  gnnigjwu wwpdwuubpnwd,  Gpp ppwlwu
pwnwpwlwu U nwqdwlwu holuwnenup  hpwtwlwu W
pIntnpw | tignt dnwunydwlwywu hwpuwnnieniuubiph dbnphtu Ep:

Uhouwnuwnjwu wnWpWwwn yhdwywu
wpdwuwgnpnieintuubipp hwéwfu uwhdwuwthwyyb Gu
wpwpbipbund, Geb gndtp Gu hwj hgluwutubiph Ynndhg (ophtwy
Updpniupubiph hwpuwnnejwu hppwwnwynwp Udptipnh uwwpwnh
dpw  (XII nup))®: Upwpbpbup oquwgnpdyb; b uwl phpwugh
Swnnwrywuutph  Ynndhg (“twounwnbdph  ((Gwihu))  1174p.-h
dhouwpbpnh wonwpwyh dpw? b Uuph wpdwuwgpnipniuubpnud?:

Uwlwju wwpuybptup oqunwagnpdyti b wpwptptup Ynnpnu,
Get ny wwounnuwlwu punye £ ypbp Wuwbu, IX-X nwpbpny
pYwapynn wpwpwpbt wdtuwhht' pnidh gpwnbuwyng Ywnunt
wnwbwph ypw wpwd gpwdhwnpubph owppnid Ywu vwbl
wwpuybtipt Yhdwgptiph wwinwnhlubin, huswbiu ophtiwy, = tes
(«wnnpp wptig») wpunwhwjnniniup (nwbwph dnunphg we) U
Osods Lnphpdwu wunwp? (Lwp 1): Ubq hwennybig Ywpnw) twl
@i, «quwg» pwnp (Llwp 1): <wwnup £ (Gwdphqgh Pwhpwd

20 A, XavarpaH, Kopnyc apabckux Hapnuceii Apmennu, Epesan, 1987, c. 47.
2 A, XavatpaH, HwxHeTanuHckana apabckaa Hagnucb, 570/1174 r., UDX, 4,
1979, c.46.
22 A. XavarpsaH, Kopnyc apabckux Hagnuceii Apmennn, Epesan, 1987, c. 53-54.
2 Lnyu nbnnud’ £y 53:
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pwpunwoh twufu gpwinbuwyny wpdwsd ypdwaghpp® (Ljwnpubp 2,
3), npp, nuwbiny gpwnbuwlhg, wyblh ny gngwuny whwp £
eYwaqnby:

Llwp 1

16 A (Ne 16)
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Llwp 2

24 Unyu mbnnud' o 51-52:
63



(Fwpgdwunieniup’

1. Wuwnbin hd wuniuu £ gpdwd

2. Uundw's, huswhupu Yhup hd dbpop Pwhpwd pwpuw)
(dwyphqgh

Cunhwunip wndwdp, Xl nuwphg qqugynd £ wwpuhg |tqyh
wanbgnipjwu  nidbinugndp  nwpwdwpowund:  AUwywsd, np
wpwpbptup dund £ owywowmnuwlywu Jhdwagpbiph (Ggnty, uwlw)u
wpdwuwgnpnipniuubph Jdbg uyuynud £ oqunwgnnpdyb; wwpuybiptu
pwnkp, pYwlwuubn, wuduwuniuubp Yuwd wdpnng
wnwwhwjwnniejniuubp:

Wuwbu, ophtuwy XII nwpht ywwnlwunn unpwhwjin Rouhp
wdpngh dhouwpbipnhg gunujwd wpdwuwgpnipniup ywpniwynid
E wwpuybipbit wpunwhwjnneniu: Wu hwynuwptipgt £ 2007 p. <<
QGUU  huwghunpwu L wqqwagpnejwt  huunhunnunp
wnowywfunwph Ynndhg' Pouph wdpngh wbnnwiubph dwdwuwly:
Luwpp quuyb) bp wdpngh dwppdwt woluwwmwupubph pupwgpnud’
dhouwpbipnnu® 9nhnp hhabiginn Yunnyghg® (Lywn 3)%.

% S. Uppwjtigpwu, Pouph wdpnghg XII nwph unpwhwjun wwpuybiptu
wpdwuwgpnreniup, UUUGd, <wwnnp XXXII, Mpwy 1, 2019:
26 Uppwywfudph dwutwyhg <. <wynpjuuph pwuwdnp hwnnprnu:
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Lhwp 3
Updwuwgpnigjwt nwunwduwuhpnipintuhg wywnpq b nwnund,
np wju wybh dbd wpdwuwgpnyejwu ptYnp k:
Updwuwgpnieyniup  hptupg  ubpyuwjwgund £ 5 wnn
nbifhtdwjht ghp bwufu gpwwnbuwyny.

1. [S]7 ...

2). ..ok dene o [4du ]

3). . [p] S 17 o) P[]

4). [3S Crea] ) 4nn 123

S). v [M] Lo 5 Gl [Ay]
(Fwpgdwunieniup’

| R [py]?

2. hubwh[uwwp] Unthwddwn (Gnwhp
3.[...]- hujwdp [7]....

4.Uunywd ophuh pninpptu

5.<hug hwpjnip b [...Jwun? pwlwu

Ubp  Ywpdhpny'  wpu  wpdwlwgpnieniup,  wpwpbipbu
pYwlywuubph dbpowynpnieyniuhg nwwbiny, pdwgnpynd £ X
nwpny, wybh unnyg hhopwih pwywywuh 70-Ywuubiphg dhusl 90-
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wlwuubpp  (J.e. 1175p.-hg dhusk 1183p.). Swuunpnwlw
pUwywup  htwpwynp sk wybih dogphn pdwgnt), pwuh np
hwlwwwwnwufuwt Jwup pwgwluwynud £

huswbu dbpp upybg, wpwpbpbu (YQwd wwpuybpbu pwnbp
wwnpnuwynn wpwpbiptiung) wpdwuwagpnieniuttin thnpwagpyb Gu
uwb  hwy holuwbtwlywu wubph  ubpluwjwgnighsubiph Ynndhg
Ywnnigwd Ywplnp ghungniuubph ypw: Wuwbiu, wwpulybiptu
npn2 pwnbiph oguwgnpddwdp £ wpyb Ywyng Anph Unybidw Jud
Uthdp pwpwwlwwnwu Oppbywuubiph hwupwhuwjun
wpduwgpnipyniup - (1332 p.): LPwpwjwiwwnwu  hwbipbu
wpdwuwgpnueniup - thnpugndwsd b twjuwupwhnd?®,  Jdhusnbin
wpwpwwwnp  (npu wydd  wdpnnonyhtu  hnnduwhwpywsd £ L
wupupbnublh)  dnuwnph Ypw?®  (Lywp  5):  Oguwgnpdwd
wwpuytipbu pwnbpu Gu J& («pwpwywluwpw)»),» (dwdwtwy
gnyg nynn twfunhp), wwpultipuh ninnugpnyejwdp £ gpyud <is
(«hofuwiunieiniu», «Ewgqwynpnieintu») pwnp:

7S, Uppwjbpywu, Pouph wdpnghg Xl nwph unpwhwjn  wwpuybpbu
wpdwuwgpnipniup, UUULd, <wunnp XXXII, Mpwy |, 2019, ko 328:

8. Pwpfuninwpjwu, Hywu hwy yhdwgpnypyuu, N1, Gplwu, 1967, ko 180-
181:

29 1., Ujhowt, Uhuwlwu, Ybubwnpl, 1893, Ly 164:
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Lhwp 4

Muwnpuhg |Ggyh wanbignieniup plnwd £ uwlb wpwpbipbu
pwnbph wwpulbpbu hugnnnipjwdp gpdwsd |hubint hwugwdwuphg'
wpwpbptup 6hon ninnugpnipywu thnfuwpbu: Wuwbu, ophuwly,
Unwuhph  Npnunuwdwup  (bwfuypund®  Npnun,  Npnuint)
nipdhouwnwpjwu dnwnydwuwlwu gbpbgiwungh nmwwwuwgpbpp
dpw  hwunpynd  GU  nwdwqwt'  nwdwnwuh  nfuwpbu®,
wwpuybpbu bwlunppubp bW hqudbp, oppuwl [...Jeds cax I
«[Jwiubwuybg]  Jwolwjhtu  hpwunnuyeiniuhg»'  XVIL - nupp
nwwwuwpwph Yypw?':

Uhtus wjdd hwjinuwpbpwd wwpuytiptu  yhdwagnbiphg
nipwagpwy £ 1351 p.-h Gntighuh Gnwtiqnt wpdwuwagpnieiniup. wju
thnpwgpywsd £ hwybpbu b wpwpbpbu Jhdwgpbph hbwn dhwupt'

30 A. XauatpsaH, Kopnyc apabckux Hagnuceit Apmennn, No 58(1), Epesan, 1987,
c. 68.
31 Unyu nbnnut* k9 68 No 79(22):
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Unipp Lowt bytinkignt dnin gunugnn glipbiqiwungh  hwpwduwjhu
dwunid gunuynn uwjwpwph ypws2:

Muwpuybiptu wpdwuwgnpniejniup hbnlywu £ (LYwnp 5):

[17 25 @I s (i 5a5) 5 pan 58 SE

[2] 25 s [ aS a

(Fwpgdwunteiniup’

1. P bowtu Gpwlunwwwpuniejwu, SGghywnuu nt 2huwunwup

Yihup pnup
2. Wu wdbup ...... hts htup®
T

Llhwn 5
Muwpuhg |Ggyny £ thnpwgpwsd twl Uqwpwlwdnph
Ywdpoh uwihyubphg dJdGYh JYpw jupunn  Juwuwd Gnwwnnn
wp&uwuwagpniejniup, nph uyhgpp, wdbuwju hwjwuwlwunyejwdp,
wpwd £ we Ynndnd guuynn uwjwpwph Ypw. wju wydd

32 A. XauatpsaH, TpexbasbiuHaa Hagnucb u3 Eneruca, Kaskas u Busantua,
Bbinyck 3, Epesan, 1982. A. XauatpaH, Kopnyc apabckux Hagnuceil Apmenun,
EpesaH, 1987, c. 67.

3 Uw, hwjwuwpwp wwpuhly pwlwuwnbndnihh Uwhuwphh nnipwhh
pwnwihnfunwiu k. https://ganjoor.net/mahsati/robmah/sh46:
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wdpnnonyht pwjpwjjws t: Ubp Yundhpny' ghpp thnpwgndws &
Ywdnipgh 1758 p. Gpwunpngdwt wnheny (Liwn 8):

Liwp 6
Uty wy wpdwuwgpnuejniu dbup  hwjnuwpbipt)  Gup
Upwqwdnunuh dwpgh LbGnuwpnun gqyninh dbpdwlw pwp&pwnhp
wpnunwduypnd®:  Wu  Jyugnd £ 1858  pqwlwuh  opwugph
hhduwnpdwu dwuht®  (Lwp 8): dhdwghpp gnyg & wwihu, np
Mnwwuwnwuh Ynndhg Upbubywu <wjwunwuh uwénuihg pbuniu
nwph wug b wbnp dnwnydwuubph hwdwp' wulwiu wqguihu
wwwinlwubnyejwu, wwpuybpbup  2wpniuwyb £ duw
htnhuwlywywynp (Ggnt:

34 S. Uhpwjtywu, Uguwpwywanph Ywdnoh wwpuybpbu

wpdwuwgpnipniup, UUULEd, <wunnp XXXII, Mpwy 11, 2019:

35 Updwuwgpnipjwu Jwuht dbq wwphubp wnwy wnbnblwgnt £ << GUU

huwghwnnipjwu L wgqugnpnypjwu huunhwnnunh woluwwnwlhg, huwgbin-

yhdwgpwgbin <.Ubpnujwup:

%S. Uppwjbywy, Lbnuwpnun gyninh  (Upwqwdnnup dwpg) dnnwlw

opwugph wwpulytiptu wpdwuwgpnieiniup, UUUGd, <wwnnp XXVI, 2007:
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Liwp 7

Muwpuybiptt  wpduwqupnuegniutp - wwpniwwynn - Yud
Ppwuhg dwqwd wnwplwubp' wunpubp, Yuhpubp Ywpbh &
hwunhwt] twlb dwpqwiht Gpypwghnwlwt pwugqwpwuubpnid,
Ywd  dbpohu  wwppubipht  wbnnwubphg  hwjnuwpbpqud
guwdnubiph pwppnid:

Wuwbiu, ophuwly’' Gntquwanph Gpypwghunwywu
pwuqupwund wwhynw £ 2L @l «puiph pwluin» gpnigjwdp
dwuwuh (LYwp 8) U Ywd 2021 p.-h Gpuwup dwulwlwu wjgnt
wbnnuubph  dwdwuwly guujwd wowpwlwl hwpunniejwu
bwph-Uh owhp (1772-1834) ghuwuywuny uwwupp: Uyhwwy b
Ywuwnywn gnyubipny ubpyywsd hwiubwwwynt ypwih ghpp hbunlywu
E.

4.  sane-ye[?] 71 ustaha-ye Tabriz

3. $ahansah-e Iran

2. Fath ‘Ali -Sahe ‘azam

1. mobarak bad bar
(Fwpgdwuntpniup'
Sunphwynpwupubp J&é ...dweh Up-Cwhpu, Ppwuh swhupwhpt,
. ypnup[?] ...
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71 nwph[?] wdphgh Jupwbinubn [D:8 Wed] # (Liuwn 9):

THnlyuninp Uwbpqunbh hwnnpndwdp' wjuwhuh  uwywupp
wwwnyhpynd Ep puwunwunid, npunbin shwulwuwing gpnigjw
Upwuwynieyniup,  pwnbph  nhppp  hwéwfu  thnfugnud  Ep o L,
thwuwnnpbit, npwup nddwppupetinutih thu nununw: Uu wihubh
nGwpnd wnbpunp wbwp b puebpgt; ybpuhg ubppl: Stpuwnp
wnnbph  pwdwunwp  wwpdwuwlwu £, pwuh np  pwnbpp
dphwiuwnuwsd Gu ppwp (huswbu, ophuwl ‘azam, Fath nu ‘Ali
pwnbpp) W winntph wugwwnndp hunwy sk:

«fdwyphqgh Ywpwbwubp»  pwnwlwwwygneniu Y,

ophtwy, twl Pnipuw pwnuwph 3boh) dqyhpeh uwihlutiphg dtyh
Jpw® (Lywnp 10):

S Uwhyp wbnbp £ << 4YUU  uwluwpwpniypjuwu  wunpupbp
Muwndwdowynipwiht dwnwugnipjwu ghunwhbwnwgnunwlwu YEunpnuh
woluwwnwyhg Ubtph Uwdwpuwup (Uwdwnuwu 2022: 51, 52): Gpp
ybpdwunypjwu dbg dbkq oqunigyniu £ gnigwpbipb nnyunp  Ubhpnwn
Uwitpqunbt' bpwuh dowynipwiht dwnwugnipjuu  Gwluwpwpniejwu
wtuwwnwlyhgp, nphu hwjnunwd Gup dbp funphu 2unphwywniegyniup:

38 B. O’Kane, The Tiles of Many Hues, The Development of Iranian Cuerda
Seca Tiles and the Transfer of Tilework Technology, And Diverse are Their
Hues: Color in Islamic Art and Culture, New Haven and London, 2011, p. 193.
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Llwp 10
Gqpwlwgnipiniu
Cwjwuwnwup Lwupwwbinnyejwt nwpwdpnd Xl nwphg
uuwd  wpwpwwnwn  wpdwuwgpnieniuubpnd - Yuplunpdb |
wwnuhg (Ggniu, upw nhppbpp hwnwwbu wdpwwunynd Gu nwy
dhouwnwpnw. wwnuhg [Ggqnu nunund <wjwunwund puwlynn
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dnwnydwuubph gpwynp  hwnnpnwygdwu Jdhongp: Upwpwinwn
wpdwuwgnpnieintuubipp ujund  Gu gnyti  wwpuybpbu
wpunwhwjwnnieintuubp wwpniuwynn  wpwpbpbuny: Uw,
qupdwuwh sk, pwuh np Uplubjwtu <wjwuwnwup gqunugnd Ep
hpwuwlwu  Jowynyeh fupun  wagnbgnyeywu  wwl'  |hubing
pintnpwitignt gintiph, wjunthbuinl hpwuwlwu hwpuwnnieniuutiphg
Ywluw| fuwunyeniuutph whpwwbnnywu nwly: Upusk 1920-
wywuubpp Upubpjwu <wjwunwu ubippwithwugwd pinippwitgnt
wwppp,  npp,  hGnwqwinud unwgwy  «wnppbiowughubip»
wuywunwip nwbip pny| wqgqwht huptwghwwygnieinit, hwlwnwy
Ypntwlwuh (2hw pupwd): Mwpuybiptup |hubing 2hw hupwdh hgnp
dowlnype nibignn wbpnyejwt’ bpwuh |Ggniu, hbnhuwynienu Ep
uwjbnd upwug opownid:

TIGRAN MIKAYELYAN

Institute of Oriental Studies, National Academy

of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia
Department of Eastern Sources and Historiography
Researcher

E-mail: mtigran2002@yahoo.com

PERSIAN-LANGUAGE EPIGRAPHIC HERITAGE OF THE REPUBLIC
OF ARMENIA

The conquest of Armenia by the Muslim rulers was often
accompanied with encouraged infiltration of Arabs and later Kurds,
Persians, and mostly Turkic-speaking nomadic tribes especially after
the mass deportation of the Armenians to Iran by Shah Abbas in 1604
and the following years.

The Muslim rulers and their ordinary subjects residing in
Armenia have left their traces in the forms of various epigraphic
inscriptions (constructional, memorial mostly as tombstones).

Among the Arabic-lettered inscriptions of the 9-19 cc. (the
absolute majority of which are tombstones traditionally written in
Arabic) some have also been carved in the Persian language.
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Small pieces of Persian inscriptions appear along Kufi script
Arabic graffiti on walls of pagan Garni Temple dating back to the 9-10
cc. like «wiSlea‘said a prayer’, <¢, ‘went’ and personal name Nushirwan
(Picturel) . Another cursive naskh mentions stone master Bahram from
Tebriz (Picture 2).

From the 12 century onwards, it is possible to observe the
increased influence of the Persian language. Although Arabic remained
the main language of the Islamic memorial monuments, Persian words,
personal names, numerals or complete sentences are started to be used
in the Arabic epigraphic inscriptions.

One of such inscriptions is the one dating to the 12" and found from
the citadel of Bjni fortress (Kotayk region of Armenia) (Picture 3).

Inscriptions in Arabic containing Persian words have also been
carved by representatives of the Armenian princely dynasties which
indicates the increasing importance of this language in the region. The
famous inscription (now fully weathered) by Chesar Orbelian of
Orbelian princely dynasty on Sulema or Selim Caravanserai (currently
in Vayots Dzor region) communicating the date (1332) and the sponsors
of this massive structure (Picture 4) is one of this kind. The Armenian
inscription is carved in the lobby of the caravanserai, while the Arabic-
Persian, now completely weathered, has been cut at the entrance slab
(Picture 4). The Persian words used were Ja (‘caravanserai’),
preposition 2 while the words 41 is written with Persian orthography
as <5 . We think that the syntax of the inscription is characteristic of
the Persian language.

The increasing influence of the Persian languages can also be
seen in using < instead of 4 (‘ta marbuta’ instead of ‘full ta’) and
sometimes ) instead of = . Thus, e.g. in medieval Muslim tombstones
of Vorotnavan (formerly Vorotn or Urut, Sisian subregion), we
meet Ol instead ofulbzas, , use of Persian prepositions and status
constructus (izafet) as in the expression gls o= ! [died of...] “a skin
decease” on a tombstone of the 17t century.

Among the so far discovered Persian inscriptions there is one
remarkable made together with an Armenian and Arabic texts, fixed in
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a flat stone slab installed in the southern part of the Armenian cemetery
near St. Nshan Chuch in Yeghegis (Vayots Dzor region), usually
referred to as ‘the three-language inscription’; (Picture 5). Actually, it
is the epitaph of some Tawakkal, a Christian Armenian doctor, member
of akhi medieval craft guild according to the researcher.

The Persian language was used on the Agarakadzor bridge
inscription made on a stone slab, the beginning of which to all
probability was made on the right-side slab which is completely erased
(Picture 6). Another inscription on a formless stone put in high-altitude
pasture at a distance of a few kilometers from the village of Lernarot in
the north-western Aragatsotn informs about founding a channel in 1858
(Picture 7). Using of the Persian language by local Muslims thirty years
after conquering of Eastern Armenia by Russia (1828) indicates that
Persian still remained a practicable language among them.

It should be noted that the museums of Armenia in their turn
also display objects dating to late medieval period of the 19" century
(seals, amulets, vessels) containing Persian inscriptions some of which
have been excavated in the recent years.

Thus the Regional Museum of Yeghegnadzor preserves a ring
containing “good luck” wish sa’@dat bad . <= (Picture 8). A blue-
coated plate-vase was excavated in 2021 from Yerevan’s Children’s
Garden illustrating Fat’h-Ali Shah Qajar’s (1772-1834) coat of arms with
the inscriptions including Fath-‘Ali Shah and ‘masters of Tabriz’ (Picture
9). To compare please see a tile of Yesil Mosque of Bursa with the same
phrase - ‘masters of Tabriz’ (Picture 10).

It can be noted that the Persian was increasingly important
language of Islamic epigraphy in Eastern Armenia from the 12™ century
onwards, its positions are especially strengthened in the late Middle
Ages, when the Persian language become the written language of
important official communication: e.g. the sharia notarial documents
are written in Persian. Eastern Armenia passed under the control of the
Turkic-speaking mostly Shiite tribes that the Iranian state used them as
a military against Ottoman Empire and Russia. They have been under
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the strong influence of the lranian culture, and Persian meant a
language of Shiite civilization for them.

Until the 1920s, the Turkic-speaking elements that has
penetrated Eastern Armenia, which later received the name ‘Azeris’ or
‘Azerbaijanis’, had a weak national self-consciousness and were under
the strong influence of the Iranian culture. The Persian language was
the language of Shia Islam and a country with powerful and
distinguished culture - Iran therefore enjoyed prestige among them for
a very long time onwards.
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