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PREFACE

e 19905 became & trming point i the world hisory. In that

sively on the destny of fined the main directions of
polical, economic, g n sl deveopmens o
temporary world in the next XXI cenu

these cvents, changing radically the poliial andscape of
the world, we would ik to mention the end of the cold war, end of an

i
the world system of socialism and i politeal, economic and mlitary
srucures, including Warsew Pact military organization, ceasaton of

Sotes of Amcria
Thse changesarwsed e o poial sivaion i e wrd
it

il e st
ut these changes did not leav the world without problem of the

oo i vy
i s s o g s v i i

7t oo ol of e UNSR, oo, et —~

SoveUnio. Wement miti ot e pot s Bk
(L Liwanin,Eonia), Ve (s, Ui et s
(Kavkitan, Kyritsan, Todikisan, Torkmnisn, Usbeisus) and
Transcaucasian which conssts of Armenia, Azerbajan and Georgis.
“This new phenomenon requires serious sty and i, we hope, will

s




f e s of
vord 1 fiding of mor opiml vays o e

e B 1o S i 1 it 4 sl e e
losly mromectd an mpac on xch ahc. T s0dy of e

oo i of g e of ot nd e oy or
‘mutual undesstanding and cooperaton i different i
it i Bt st g Sl e
matonof e Transcavcsin Midle s topolil o Thi

o ol e kg of o g o e Pt
Middie Eastern geopolitca region, the mechanism of s action, the
main acors of his new region and thei poiical ambitons, geostate-
sicsgnifcance of the region, et

1. Historical, Geographical and
olitical Background

i Soth s Tl oy vt concid
u

i e Ml B, Tnded i s g prt of s Vi
Eate poli, conomi, o el el Th
i e of Tansesucasi - At Alvang (Coucasin Alani)

andGeorgi were acive oo the Ml B pliin e The

contacts, exchange of cultural and moral values between them. They
impacted on cach othe. Arnena, Alvang and Georgia sometimes were
i

appearedin ostile camps,
“The states of the region - Assyra, Babylonia, Persi, Byzantine

i the destiny of the Transcaucasian countries and their peoples. The

6



staes, but every time they succeeded o restore hei satchood. And

e independence, but lso enlrge thei teiores al the expence of
lhelr Midde Bt it
played an outstanding role in the poliical e of the

Arashid dynasty (189 B.C. - | AD),especaly during the rign of the
‘Amienian king Tigran th Grest (95- 55 B.C.). He had crested  power-
ful sate and attached to his Empire Cappadocia, Mesopotamia
Phocaicia, Syria, Palestine, Judea, cic. His realm extended from the
b

borders of Egypt. Afe defetin the Partian king, e proclaimed fim-
self"King o he Kings" and chalenged the Roman Empiv. Fo short

Middle East_ Armenia preserved is sgnificance infurther centures (0.

Asipifcant ol was plying in e T e Mitde
Bastalso Georgia i the XILXIV centuries.

e VI cntay the maor o the Tosaucsavas g

Empires. But at th

beginning of the XIX century the whole Transcanasia was atached to
the Rusin Enpi: So g s cenais, 1p o 190 he
Trascancars caod 10 an mpedent o] ety and i ot
i any ol i e pliel e o o eion
Despite this fuct, therich and mliplan rlations existing throughout
ke s between the Traseacais and the M £, i ot
frtn Thy s decp e e ey o 0 Toscsin
That is why, when s the begi
Femenco i spereg o cvnhncalwcmn:nmupmdnm
enity, it was so cay, even naural, to make bridge 10 the Micdle East.
The e of T wat prepaed sl rogphics
Iy, politicall and psychologially for close paliia,seategic a
omic cooperation with theitancient Middle Eastern neighbors.




2. Politieal Composition u[lndcpex\dem
anscancasian Enti

The wave o ol changes which brace the whole Soi

58 et e e o e vt ] o

ol independn, Duing, 1990-191 Avonian, Gorgia and

g
H
£
i
3
H
H

On the base of these decisions the independence of three
Trzns:nln;un Repuls v gz by e emadinal cmme-

ity merbers
Comsit T ater et orgisaions, Do o
caucasia again appeared on the world politieal secne s an inde
o caty i o ol sonari, sl
etic-natonal pro
Among s, problems e ot dngerousand keen wer he i
The'T

Asnjn a1d Gengia, We e the Nagomo-Kinkakh confic
betwee zeris and Armenians, and the South Ossetian and

Georgians and Ossetans
As aresult of long and bloody strgale the Nagorno-Karabakh nd

mor the Azer and Georgian jurisdiction and sovereignty over them,
“The Nagoro-Karabakh Republic did no recognize the Azer domi-
1921-1923 by
nistleaders of Soviet Russia and Soviet Azerbijan aginst the will of
the local Armnian population which formed an overvhelming majoi-
1y of that region. Now NKR has all atcbutes of # state: Consitaton,
adopted by it peopl, Presidet, Government, Pacament and other
s




Under 1l
iternal questions: economic, socal, educationa, cultural, health se
vice, inemal scuriy etc.

Inthe analogous sitaton i Abkhazi, ejectng the Georgan sovr.

T and Georgia has natany influcnce on ha Republic

‘The Nagorno-Karabakh Republic and Abcazia are not recognized

by the lm:mnwml organizations and Intemational community a5 an
independent siaes, But hey ar de-facto independent staes

o xtees i the apciy fde o nependns s s 3

and formation of polical climate in the whole Transcaucasia and
ey i bosdes.And st et rntons s
obliged to take into account his peculiar situation and 0 contactwith
{he NKCR 4 Abkris We meom i of all h USA. Rais s

of the OSCE, the European Couneil, he representativs of the USA
‘and Prliamens o ather counties, World Bank, tc.
S0 we can say that he Transcavcasia now consist of thrce de-ure

independentstaes (the Nagormo-Karabakh Repubic and Abkbazi)

‘After the collaps of the USSR, the Transcaucasie had sppeared in

the s of the il Eastom o, it ol Tk o, o
n, Iz, e

e orpol
tinue 1o do everything in order to_incorpora
Replcs o te i B ool sconois nd e

" e, Ameni and Ge

in o cn o w0 o
Jish large scald cooperation with the Middle Est
e i e B ks ptioprip
bility and economic develop
o it o Vil East and he Tscscas e

i i 0 S0 58 s S
ifernt o th siuston, which exstd prir o the liquidaton of he
Sovie Union,

5



Firs, by the callaps of the Sovict Union from the Middle Esstern
arens hd disappeared one of the sperpanwers, which played for  long
ime very activ, sometimes decisiveroe in the Middle Eater afir;

rced
T, on e Milde s s 1o ppesd
Transcaucasian_ independent counties - Ammenia, Azerbaijan
Georgia, whoare il weak poialy, uummlcllly e v
of view of their milary potential. They camnot represent any serious

danger fo the countiesofthe region, a5 theex-Svit Urior;
Fourth, the bove-mentioned situaion brought 0 the change o bl-

the most powerfl countris of the Midl East - Turkey and Ira;,
Fifh, resuling fom the formation of new geopolical region and
incorporation of the Transcaueasian Republics i the ciffrent Middle

bl ofthe Midle Est. As s el kot Arsblsc

S b Negormo Ko Aokain s SouhOsetn o
lcts. T makes the region more explos

3. The Main Actors and
‘Their Geapolitical Goals

ountrics, locatd i the Transcaucasian-Middle Eastern egion,
s i eographically do ot belong t this egion, but

uion thy e sapal o deine the i diredonsof palicl and
econamic development and ftur ofthe region.

w0



ol s i S i e s
nto thre
T e e group e incde,natualy e thes counries of the
wcasia -Anmenia, Azeraijan and Georgia, We can include in
iy o o detico ndpcnient s o b eion - the
and Abkbazia which are playing certain
e o ot e T
“They all had declard that one of the main aims of thir frcign poli-

Ires. Butin fatth vectors of thei plicy have diffce dirctons

‘Azerbaian is openly oriented t his "elder brother” Turkey. They arc

st oy gy THN A VG,
cultual e, a wellas i the miliary fed. I fct thy arc

Therssons o At i Geg vy e ey e

i the transfering the Caspian o from Azerbijan

o Tukey This &  powerl e i the bads of

Nestnon to e on Gemgin who s nrsid vy much i he

nringaliteCopion i ring
e Tt b o of Az it s poverl s f e
region - Iran, Azesbaon durin the prsidency of Flchibey had occu-

fy the Azeri-Iranian rlations a5 cool and not cordial. Between them
periodically occurred diferent problems and Azerbaijan every fime is
ooking towards Turkey and the Westem countris,

‘Armenia s the only country i the egion with whom Azerbajan bas
ot established norma rlaions,including diplomatic ones. Morcover,

the NKR, accusing Armenia in aggresion and support of NKR i her
stcuggle for se-deteemination and reedom.
e sondcony of e goup -G delops vy ke
cesbaion and T

te s maly, having straegic importance. Thal s why some

souss s sy shou e ot of Ankare Tl ik
i Th el of s et woldchange e bl o pon

it regon . Fvou o e e comis hich, oy
Tranand R




Georgia has good reltions also with Armenia, Thei leaders constk-
s ottty o ven oo s

The Georian - Iranian reaons also have 10 be qualifed s norl
Bt te politcal and economic contacs between them are limited and
ot developed so much. The reason of i, as it sems [0 s, s in the
approach of Georgia to the Middle Easter problens. Georga s more
oriented 0 the Ageri-Turkish arel,regarding it more preferable from
the point of view of her ational imerests.

1t s necessary (0 pay attention aso to the following fact Boih

of Weste political, economic and milary simeture, ncuding NATO.,
‘The Georgia's and Azesbsjan's stitude n these questons has stained

sbou he e orenaion of Geoga nd Ageain. It cocems

member of the first group Ammenia, afer besomi
inepetim s declared tatone of er main prnciples attor

e fourneighbors - Turkey,Ian, Azeraijan and Georgia But sh did
ot succeed in i fed and it i not he fult.

Jomeai s iy wbaiomwly ik ocud ook
A o, el i S0 N S, 1
ol ety nd s y o

senia_could not normalze. her rdnmns with Turkey and
Aattan. Tukey demands o At 0 py vy high e o

) Turkey for
ducted by the Turkih leaders in 1915 ) Armena has 0 make an off-
ialanmouncement hat she has o ertorial laims owards Turkey (..
Western Ammenia which is under the Turkish domination); ¢ Anmenia
must notsupport the NKR in her truggle [ iberaton and sel-deter-
minaton, on the contary, she must force NKR 10 accept the Azeri

gt Sk pat M
oFectorson of o Ase demnation vt

e, i e e T psiions, it

Tukey to0, and the normalization of the AnmenianTurkish reations is



possibe only on th principl of equlity without any preconditons
Andiiessayormind Ty b o b borders it
‘Amena,thus imposing a blockade o her eastern neighbo
A for Armcnian-Azer elation,we v ke ahady boutiand
there s no ncessity 0 repeat it again
From h fce Tosstaeasian Reublis oy Armeia b cloes
and fiendly rlatons with Russa. In 1997 they signed a Treay of
i, Conpraion and it Aiance, oo iy -
is Treaty serves for cnsuring of the national security of the
Repilc of Amess. At e et At s mly i
with the USA and the countrics o Europesn Union, and i succsfully
deloping pulfc, snamic o el s with e ot
without pretending t0 become a member
s vl e i e i Srtobeeputed
a5 2 unitd entty by its geopoiical aims, In fct, Armenia, Azerb
rd Geogs e iften polciesand s one o e revsons ™
(b h oo cold o b e 2 sl
A, king o e e xing crumstaces s desiing

Sty nthe T on e b o s s 30215 The

PctofSabilly accoring o e sggstionof A has o nclce

o Atnjn nd Gerg) + Ty snd patrl UsA,

o

s R opponerts

Tt scems us that s proposal i realsic. The format of the Treaty

includes not only the Transcaucasian three Republics, but also two of

the Middle Exst

Sl st of the contemponry word e US . R - e main

i n he EU,

0

Tl ic.
e oo ofthe Fct of Sty and Sy

b
i cuopersion, for sl peace and sy i
Transcaucasian-Middle Easterngeopofitial re
The second grow o ses consis o the Widle Exse comris
- Turkey, Iran, s wel s some Arab countrics and sa
5



ey cking avanag f Rsid mporly vesos e e
ol of b USSR, st o e e o i
Esstem peove, o srenghen hes posiions her, o ush

e e g el Bl

er dommination, but at minimum undes her bsolute politeal nfluce.
Bt s i oo e il sim of Tk, Tk s e
bridge and aspires 1o use it 0 reach he

Conot At nd h el P Tk e

ence. Turkish domination and realizaton of the Par-Tarkish projcts
epresent serous danger for lran and are in conradition with her
sional ntrests.

s necessary 0 take into consideration als the ranssianed rela-

agtesng of e o Tukey sl of 0 posin
OFthe USA in the region. And Iran, naturally, wil undetake necessary
lps i xdr 1o peven i gopolcal developmen n s region i
 Goection nfveable fo . Andoneof e principal sieps from

ural presence in he region, o develap he rlaions withthe countrics
of the egion. Guiding by this princple, Ian i cautous n her policy
owards the Transcaucasian Republics and Russia. He is not going by
e way of contradicton with them and rcs in evry case o ake into
consemion it

Unictars Bt e e
brdge to Europe, s  fied fo
e e soeohenigof Tk posions e ks

countis too I is not nlikely tha they would fel themselves more

‘eopolical ambitions.

i et b e o relmon of e P s g

jects. We have ined

e e Onn yo shot 100y s e e pepl o ot
"




e e by s o b ok oy, e, it e
Sl e The it of e P Ttk g g
ol o Rasi Arwerin . s s s, o
S
I e s e, ey in 190 e e Midde Bx
couniy - sact became mresive o the Tanscucasiansn.She
i

time she makes declarations on her dest to have analogous rlations
i e ety s By sl i s

s
tons i 1 god v, it lions of o i
Al e Googa bav aivaty en pracin
oD com o P o ot U e o
counrics,
It importan to noe that the acivation of Iral on the poltcal
‘e fthe T & ity et vty Sl
ey and s

Tkl iy s nm e memu by the majoity of
the peoples of the Transcaucasia- em region a a seious
et o sty e mmvs\s  Asnngy, ey bnd
occupied negative posiion owads
e et o s ot o
Middle Eastem geopolitical region. This group consists of Russa, the
USAand the EU.
Russa did not pay much atintion to ths region in the fis years
aftcr proclaiming her independence, being much busy with hr serious
el prolen. Bt So0m et edes udestond e st e

lisogion impe oy Ty by
enscancui s ot s sgnne o Russi. It

complicated. inercthnic relations. That is why the atitude of the
Tenscucsin epls owards e cvens i the Norh pedid

for Russia who will become the ﬂnmmanng power in Transcacs
From the other hnd. Tanscavasia i vry imporian for R
from point of view of preserving and d:\:lnpmg hertes and contacts



So the loss of the Transcaucasia would have catasrophic conse-
quences for the Russa's nationl interests nd would worsen he inter-
national posiions.

“The understanding o this obvious ruh brought Russi 0 the adop-
o of e, mre v and fliv oy owars e Tanseucasa

S i SR A S
est for Russia and she will not tolerte eny aiempt of pushing ber out
fom tisregion and establshmen of domination of any stte ovr this
region, Russia' int was addessed t Turkey and the USA.

But e realization of thispolicy s not 5o asy, st of al because of
complicated relationsof Russia with Georgiaand Azerbatjan. The at-
ude of both these siates towards Russia s hardly possible fo qualify
pro-Russian. On the contrary, it i rather ani-Russian, despite the fct

from th tratitonal pro-Russian into the pro-Wesem polic
the other hand, Turkey and the USA had ecorded some suc-

the poltcal nd,
the st period, i the military strocures of Azerbaiian
o th aly e the e vl whom s s close:

iy oty A Ko et s g W o

already spoken about the Russian-Armenian Treay on Friendship,
Cooperation and Muual Assis T sy s o R
ich serves

both counris, for protection of the souther borders of the
‘Commoneslt ofthe Indepenent Staies(CIS).

‘Now Russia is overcoming her d oo i
recovering her forces and signifcance of word power. Inthese it
Sancs syttt o e o e o Tomcascn
Middle Essterngeopoliical region would nt have any prspective

“The USA
Crunel s mnoncd many st I Tensaeat repesena
1



oy

i i iporarc rom e i o e of e USA il
b polcy e USAisaclvely oapringvith Tk, Bvns
the beginning of 1990s she was acting in the Transcaucasian arena

tor The USA government bviously undersood that they were overss-
imaing e potetal,possblies ndsignance o Ty Fom e
other hand,the USA had accumulated during the years certin experi-
nt i the Transcaueasian affars, sufficent cnough (0 ae indepen-
dently and without Turkish conslations and recommenatons.
JSA i an important fctor i the egion and her role n the
e s more nd mor nres
fors ar alsa the Westemn sats,unted o s Unon
{1 il e e v pre]

Transcaucasia i th shortest and most comfortable naaral bridge,con-
nccting Europe with the Middle East, Cenizal Asia and furthe Indis,
Chins, Japan, Korea,ec.In this scnse th region fo Erope has strate.
st
“The shove mentioned saes are acting s within the framenwok ofthe
i vy, s vl il Toy e vy sl
the exabiman of poce s iy i
e et . g o ey e s B o
i coomornie, acingand franilaciviics
“The BU is playing an acive ole in the involvemnent of Arm
Azerbaijan and Georgia into the European politcl,parliamentary, cco-

eratc nsitations in these Republics, ctc.

‘And though th political weightofthe EU in the Transcaucasi
yet s igh a those of Rusi and the USA, nvenhloss, & 3 vy
importan fctor, having great potentily.




4. The Greater Middle East

The calapse of the Soviet Union and the emergence of new inde-

in the Transcaucasi, but also in Central Asia and even in the ncigh-
bouring regions. On the base of this new situaion appeare several new
ideas, conceptons and projcts, relevant 0 the formation of new
e ons o o, et opoes oo,

Among intrcsing is the proje on the formation of

o ot Wictogon e G M o T
Butth

worked out in detil in the Harry STruman Instite for the
Ay o P f b o Uty of erusalem.

“Ths projct was caried out in 1996-1997 by a group ofscholars -
Pt Lo, oo Devatsamad T Hary T
Research Insiitute for the Advancement of Peace), Prof. N.
Hovhannisyan (nstite of Orienal Studies ofthe National Academy of
Sciences of Armcnia) and Dr. Gali Odeh ( Royal Reseach Center of
Jordan

“The analyses of the new geopolitca stuaion, balance of powers

vast teritory of the Southern part of the ex-Soviet Union (The
Transcaucasis and the Cental Ass) and Middle Bast, as wel s glob-
af developments had brought the auhors 0 he conclision thal we are
on the cve of great changes in the above mentioned region. The

mation of new geopoliical strucures. They are involvd n the inte-

skl o i evobing, wich they called e Crser
Middle

The (malcr Middle East consistsof four subregions:

&) Central Asia (Kazakbstan, Kirgyzstan, Tdjkisan, Turknmenistan,
b, By Coto o . T i, A
Georgia, ) Western Asia (Turkey, Iran) and ) the Middle East (the

i}




e el b Pt i)
asion of s projr is posive by g the
Tt and e Co A oo i e W
Asian and the Middle Easter subregios.
‘W would ik to make anessential comment. When we speak sbout

ot single . I sty mpsi, mores, W vld
be very dangerous and
o e nd ot s of e nw gl
But

e Sill road,piplines,railways,
menaion of wich wil il arly i ntgraion i e for
‘mation of the Grester Middle East

A ame me s bave o gt thtthere e prob-

armony of e g wilin e e gt e
gion. On the contrary, there are many problemns, even contradictons
i ach bvegion e e surgios. Al e el
the i of other comiie, ey e i s vars e
g of o gopulli] e e i it
5 way offormation fh GraterMiddle Ex

“The authors of th project regard the fnrmalmnanm:GmwM\ddle
East as part ofglbalization of he contenpor
o o e ol o fmanion o et il
Eut e P Ml Bt gaplcl eion s sty
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