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Abstract

Introduction: The complex relationship between culture and nature
has an impact on our physical and mental health. While culture consists
of abstract concepts, nature is a tangible part of our lives. Methods and
materials: To examine the correlation between humans, nature, and cul-
ture, we have analyzed scientific sources, conducted demographic and
ethno-psychological surveys, psychological conversations, probes and art
as a way to connect creatively with nature. Analysis: Nature’s images are
considered mystical visions beyond human comprehension and represent
both human and archetypal thinking. In Armenian culture, nature serves
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as a means of psychoregulation due to the presence of archetypal symbols
and characters that offer a sense of security. Results: We have drifted
away from nature, filling the void with dreams. As a result, nature often
appears in our dreams. Our geographical surroundings - the moon, the
sun, the earth, fire - are eternal universal symbols, and by aligning them
with the human mental world, we can bring about self-regulation. Authors
contribution: After the war and pandemic, incorporating native nature
through art we aimed to help individuals strengthen their sense of self
and develop a resilient ego. By emphasizing the connection to the natural
world, the recovery process can be accelerated.

Key words: nature, culture, identity, mental health, Armenia, human
existence, resilient ego, symbol, psycho-regulation

CMMBOJIMHMECKOE BOCIPUATUE NPUPObI
B MPOUECCE NCUXOPErynauun

Kapune CaaksaH
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Lllupakckuli eocydapcmseHHbili yHusepcumem
Pecnybnuka Apmenus

Bapsapa Cudooposa
Mockosckuli 2ocydapcmsenHbiii ncuxonozo-nedazoaudeckuli
yHusepcumem Poccuiickas ¢pedepayus
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AHHOTauusa

BsedeHue: CnoxHble OTHOLUEHUA MEMKAY KynbTypoii W Npupopoii
BAVAIOT Ha HaLLle pr3nMYecKoe 1 NCUXMYecKoe 340poBbe. KynbTypa cocTout
13 abCTpaKTHbIX NMOHATUIA, a Npupopa — 3TO OcA3aemas 4YacTb Halleit
MU3HU. MemoObl u mamepuanel: InA n3yYeHnA B3aMMOCBA3N YeNOBeKa,
MPUPOAbI 1 KYNbTYPbl Mbl aHAIM3MPOBaNIM Hay4YHble UCTOYHWKM, NPOBOAUNN
AeMorpagouyeckine N STHOMCKXONOMMYECKHE OMNPOChI, MCUXOOrNYeCKNe UH-
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TEPBbIO, 3KCMEPUMEHTbI, UCMONb30BaNIN UCKYCCTBO Kak Cnocob TBopuye-
CKOro coefiuHeHunA ¢ npupopoii. AHanus: Obpasbl NPUPOAbI CYUTAOTCA MU-
CTUYECKUMU CMMBONaMM, HaXOAALLMMUCA 3a Npefenamm YenoBeveckoro
MOHVWMaHMWA, 1 NPEACTaBAIOT Kak YeNoBevecKoe, Tak WU apxeTunuyecKoe
MbliLLneHve. B apmaHCKo KynbType npupopa CayuT CpeacTBOM MCMxope-
rynaumu, bnarogapa HaaMunio apxeTUNMYecKUx CUMBOOB W hUryp, CO3-
paroLmx ouyuleHne 6esonacHocTn. Pesynemamel: Mbi oTganuanch ot
npvpoAbl, 3aMonHMB NycToTy mMeyTamu. B pesynsrate npupopa vacto no-
ABNAETCA B HaLWMX cHax. Halue reorpachuyeckoe okpymeHue, nyHa, ConHLe,
3emnA, OroHb, ABAAIOTCA BEYHbIMU YHUBEPCATbHLIMU CUMBONaMU, U, CO-
rnacoBbIBaA UX C MCUXUYECKUM MUPOM YeNOBEKa, Mbl MOMEM Camoperynu-
posatbcsA. [locne BoiiHbI M NaHfemun, obbeAVHAA POAHYIO MpuUpomy C
MOMOLLLbIO UCKYCCTBA, Mbl CTPEMUANCL MOMOYb JIOLAM YKPENUTL CBOE YyB-
CTBO CODCTBEHHOIO JOCTOMHCTBA M pa3BUTb UX yCToiumsoe aro. [Mogyep-
KMBaA CBA3b C MAPOM MPUPOJbI, MOMHO YCKOPUTbL MPOLLECC CAMOPETYNALMUN.

Kniouesbie cnosa: npupoda, kynbmypa, UdeHMuUYHOCMb, NCUXUYECKOe
300posbe, ApMeHus, YenoseyecKoe CywecmsosaHue, CUMBOI, ycmolivu-
80€e 320, apxemun, ncuxope2ynAayus

INTRODUCTION. The human existence is dependent on both nature
and culture, as they are the two parents of human beings. We constantly
interact with nature by breathing, consuming food and sunlight, and
adapting to weather changes. Culture, on the other hand, is the intangible
realm of human perceptions, meanings, and ways of being, that shapes
our human identity. Simply being born into a human body is not enough
to become human, as growing up within a human community and culture
is essential. Although nature can exist without human influence, humans
cannot exist without the influence of both nature and culture. Our bodies
are intertwined with cultural values, beliefs, and worldviews that are in-
ternalized through communication [18]. Each person develops within a
specific cultural environment that is rooted in the physical features of the
world, geography, and the surrounding landscape.The relationship
among nature, culture, and humans is explored in various scientific fields
including cultural anthropology, psychological anthropology, ethno-se-
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mantics, ethno-linguistics, and even geo-psychology. This dynamic inter-
action between visible geography and internal geography, the geography
of people’s souls, has been linked by some scholars, who relate the ex-
pansiveness of the Russian soul to the vast landscapes of Russia [3, 14,
15]. Similarly, another author saw mythological systems as classification
schemes that function like grids, in which the dimensions are determined
and established by certain attributes of the natural world, thereby con-
structing a rendition of the physical universe as a written work.

As Wendell Berry [4], an American farmer and poet, suggests, we can
shift our perspective to one where nature, the environment, or a partic-
ular landscape is not our property, but rather we and our bodies are part
of it. This would enable us to move away from anthropocentrism. We can
experience the co-creative connection with nature through expressive
arts, which involve a creative process that is inherently rejuvenating and
innovative. This enables us to transcend our limited perceptions and es-
tablish our own subjective and embodied connection, rather than just a
conceptual one, without any utilitarian purpose.

The cultural background plays a significant role in the way humans
interact with nature. The English and French gardens provide examples
of this, where the former incorporates the natural landscape while the
latter is more structured and ordered. Chinese and Japanese gardens are
known for their ability to combine natural and man-made elements, cre-
ating a harmonious and spiritual experience. Europeans and Russians
often make a clear distinction between the spiritual and material worlds,
treating them as opposite entities. This perception is deeply ingrained in
Russian culture [16, 17]. In Armenian culture great importance is placed
on the perception of nature as it serves as a symbol for psychoregulation.
Nature is full of archetypal symbols and characters, and it provides a
sense of safety for people. It is seen as a symbol of man and archetypal
thinking, and the images of nature are sometimes understood as mystical
visions that are both alienated and divine, surpassing man’s experience.
When a person is born, they carry the light of nature within them, but
external or internal adaptation disturbances may cause this light to fade
over time [9]. After the war and pandemic, incorporating native nature
through art we aimed to help individuals strengthen their sense of self
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and develop a resilient ego. By emphasizing the connection to the natural
world, the recovery process can be accelerated.

Humanity faces the significant challenge of adaptation, which can be
addressed through two approaches: modifying the external world to align
with nature, or adapting to the natural changes in the existing external
world. Both of these methods result in the emergence of logical and ar-
chetypal thinking, which assists in regulating the psyche [13].

The issue of adapting to one’s inner self is evident in nature, culture,
and mythology. During a person’s development, they are influenced by
the culture and experiences of previous generations, which leads to the
inheritance of archetypal thinking. This way of thinking is not in opposition
to other forms of thinking but rather complements and enhances a per-
son’s psyche, aiding in their adaptation. The external and internal worlds
are interconnected and mutually influence one another, allowing for easy
transfer of archetypal thinking through the logical processing of traditions,
customs, and rituals. Nature aids in this process by providing a means of
cultivating and transmitting archetypal thinking to future generations [10].

In accordance with the universal myths, every nation throughout the
world has tied their destiny to nature, particularly the stars and celestial
bodies, and oriented themselves accordingly, making predictions by means
of them, which seem to have brought comfort to people’s hearts and souls.
Symbols that are universally recognized such as earth, water, fire, and the
cross for Christians can also function as both national and personal sym-
bols. The Armenians have their own beliefs and cults which emphasize the
[6] connection between the stars and human destinies, the communication
between souls and stars, and the cosmic balance of good and evil forces.
The old mythology believes that the stars act as guardians of the natural
elements within the boundaries of the universe to prevent flooding of the
earth. They not only govern individual destinies but also of entire nations
and people. In popular beliefs, a malevolent star governs over seven
benevolent stars, which are present in the seven layers of heaven, and
have control over certain negative natural phenomena. The people dread
the appearance of comets, which signify a significant shift in the natural
and societal forces. For instance, a black comet appearing before the de-
struction of Jerusalem was an ominous sign of impending violence.
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In human culture, besides stars, there is another fascinating symbol
of nature, the “four peaks of fire” symbol. This symbol expands the sym-
bolism of fire by adding movement, change, and eternal aspects to it. De-
spite its constant changes, it remains unchanged and embodies strength,
lightness, and warmth as inherent characteristics. In Eastern traditions,
it is depicted as a sacred bird guarding fire, while in Sumerian myths, it
brings good news after a flood. In popular culture, it is also portrayed as
kind, wise, and a counselor. The number four had a sacred meaning in
ancient times and symbolized the four sides of the world [5].

In various traditional and cultural contexts, fire has been attributed
with a protective role and the ability to ward off evil spirits. In the context
of Armenian culture, the symbolic meaning of fire is linked to the idea of
the hearth, which encompasses the universal symbolism of life and the
beginning of life. The worship of the hearth is associated with the fire of
the house and the veneration of ancestors. The hearth is viewed as a sym-
bol of the family, and the fire of the hearth represents the family’s conti-
nuity. Saying “Put out the fire” is considered a sin, while “Bless the fire”
is used instead. The purification of the king with fire was a ritual per-
formed before entering the matrimonial veil, first to dispel troubles and
evil spirits, and then to affirm his manhood. In general, the symbolic
meaning of fire has similar features across different cultures, and in Ar-
menian religious life, it takes on a national color [1].

The primary symbols of nature representing spatial and sensory orien-
tation include up-down, right-left, outer-inner, big-small, wet-dry, light-dark,
earth-sky, earth-underworld, land-sea, north-south, west-east, summer-win-
ter, sun-moon. Additionally, symbols related to social status such as mine-
other, and male-female exist, as well as symbols that relate to space
boundaries such as water-fire and building-desert. Vague numerical symbols
like two-three, thousand and one, and countless-countless also exist. Fun-
damental symbols that represent death-life and happiness-unhappiness, as
well as the spiritual-worldly are also present. In general, the meaning of
universal symbols is defined by their characteristics. The symbols may rep-
resent the preservation of life or the achievement of a particular goal. Ad-
ditionally, symbols can convey a hierarchy of importance, with certain
symbols being considered more important or significant than others [8].
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Another group of characteristics is associated with the methods or
ways of representing symbols, such as through individuals, objects, ce-
lestial bodies, and natural and supernatural forces. To represent the be-
ginning of life, the division of the universe, and the origin of humankind
from the cosmic tree, symbols are used. Along with physical objects,
dream symbolism includes all its components. The shift in meaning, sig-
nificance, form, and content from one symbol to another is a crucial char-
acteristic of dream symbolism. Symbols overlap each other, and their
hierarchy is based on the logic of constructing and conveying symbols.

We can differentiate between universal, national, and personal sym-
bols. Universal symbols can evolve into national symbols that hold a dis-
tinct significance within a nation’s spiritual culture. The formation and
growth of national symbols are influenced by the components of ethnic
self-awareness, such as a sense of ethnicity, ethnocentrism, enduring cus-
toms, and cultural preferences. The self-awareness of an ethnic group
encompasses both nature and culture [5].

The cultural symbols of the Armenian nation have the same meaning
as universal symbols, but they also have additional meanings specific to
their spatial, climatic, and ethnic characteristics [2]. For example, many
symbolic images related to the four elements of the world, such as earth,
water, air, and sun, are similar to those found in Armenian national cul-
ture. The sun is represented in Armenian symbology as a disk behind
mountains. Other symbols such as the radial wheel, double disc, and
swastika also show traces of sun worship. Although the tree of life is a
universal symbol that represents the council of life, its symbolic image in
Armenian culture carries a tone of national specificity and expands the
scope of its meaning.

In Armenian culture, the decoration of wedding toast trees does not
represent the biblical family tree of Christ and Mary. Rather, it is a rep-
resentation of the forgotten and remembered ancestors of the lineage.
The use of binary flowers and twigs in the decoration symbolizes the
image of the original pair of the lineage - the male and female forces.
The concepts of the tree of life, ancestors, and deities are interconnected
in Armenian culture. The goddess of fertility is sometimes used to repre-
sent the foremother [8].
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It is important to recognize the concept of universality in material cul-
ture, where ethnic characteristics are transferred to the spiritual realm.
In this context, every aspect of material and spiritual culture carries a so-
cial dimension. Thus, universal cultural elements, basic social structures,
celebrations, rituals, customs, and traditions become part of the national
cultural system and acquire a unique significance as signs and symbols.
These symbols are not identical to the elements themselves, but rather
exist solely within the boundaries of the national cultural system.

The specific meanings assigned to national symbols may suggest that
the universal elements they represent have a distinct and unique signifi-
cance. This is different from cases where the objects themselves have dis-
tinctive forms that reflect cultural beliefs about the world and its people.
In some instances, a national symbol can serve as a unifying factor, ex-
pressing the collective psyche of the nation. When a symbol is integrated
into the life of a nation, it carries various layers of national psychology
and becomes a condensation of the nation’s mental aspirations. This is
evident in the symbols of national epic heroes, such as St. David and Little
Mher, as well as in symbols related to the historical fortunes and destiny
of the Armenian ethnic group [11, 7].

CONCLUSION: The relationship between nature, culture, and humans
is complex and interdependent. Humans require both nature and culture
to exist and develop as a species, and our perception of nature is influ-
enced by cultural lenses. Symbols, as a form of cultural expression, play
a significant role in various traditional and cultural contexts, and their
meanings may be universal, national, or personal. Symbols related to so-
cial status and space boundaries exist alongside fundamental symbols
representing death-life and happiness-unhappiness. In Armenian culture,
the use of symbols has additional meanings specific to their spatial, cli-
matic, and ethnic characteristics. A symbol integrated into a nation’s life
carries various layers of national psychology, becoming a condensation
of the nation’s mental aspirations. The perception of nature as a symbol
for psychoregulation is crucial in Armenian culture, emphasizing the in-
terconnectedness of the external and internal worlds and the importance
of archetypal thinking in human adaptation. Nature and its symbols pro-
vide a means of cultivating and transmitting this archetypal thinking, serv-
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ing as a source of comfort and guidance in the face of natural and societal
changes. Therefore, understanding a nation’s cultural symbols and uti-
lizing expressive arts to establish an embodied connection with nature
are essential for comprehending its spiritual culture and self-awareness,
leading to more fulfilling and sustainable lives.
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ON SOME METHODOLOGICAL PROBLEMS OF
ETHNOPSYCHOLOGY
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Abstract

Introduction: The object of the study of Ethnic Psychology as a branch
of science is the ethnopsychological characteristics of peoples in all their
diversity. Methods and materials: The historical-comparative method con-
sidered a whole range of parameters - historical, environmental, cultural,
socio-economic in any possible combination. Analysis: At the level of gen-
eral methodology, the general patterns of development of ethnopsychology
are considered and studied. Results: The level of specific methodology is
understood in ethnopsychology as a means of studying some aspects of
science: the level of private methodology as research and analysis using
various methods of specific phenomena studied by ethnopsychology.
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