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OVSANNA KESHISHYAN 

THE NEW MANUSCRIPT FOLIOS (M 11219) ACQUIRED  
BY MATENADARAN AS A UNIQUE EXAMPLE  

OF ARMENIAN MINIATURE ART 

Keywords: Newly discovered manuscript, miniature art of the 10th 11th 
centuries, early period of the miniature painting of Vaspura-
kan, Archesh school, Berkri manuscripts, Arghun Khan, Mon-
gol rule, scenes from the life of Christ. 

Nine folios of a Gospel have recently entered the Matenadaran collection and 
have been registered under the number 11219; they are relics of an illustrated man-
uscript of unique artistic value and have never been studied. The date, place, scribe, 
artist and commissioner are unknown. However, page 7v contains part of a colophon 
and there is a marginal note of the same scribe (while the date is written by another 
hand), which reads:  ( )   ,  ( )  

    , . . .
 

The stylistic features of the miniatures, the accompanying notes, the primitive 
manner of painting and a number of other characteristics remind us of the Vaspura-
kan book illumination. On the other hand, the illustration has some archaic features, 
the poses and composition elements of the pictures are reminiscent of the early pe-
riod (10th 11th cc.) of Armenian miniature art. It continues the traditions and icono-
graphy of early eastern Christian art.  

The Gospel was possibly copied in 1232 in Vaspurakan, a region where the old 
Christian traditions of Armenian miniature were preserved better, but from where no 
manuscript of the earlier period has reached us. Thus the nine folios, perhaps being 
the oldest surviving manuscript fragments from Vaspurakan, are of exceptional 
value. 

In its turn, the mention of the Mongol King Arghun was added in the 1280 in 
Archesh, when Arghun Khan was ruling in the region. The close artistic parallels 
with the Gospel of Archesh (M 4052), and the many references to Arghun in Archesh 
confirm the assumption that the Gospel has close ties with the Archesh Miniature 
School and in all probability was copied there. 
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