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KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLOBE IN ARMENIA BEFORE
THE 13™ CENTURY: YOVHANNES ERZNKATS‘I

Keywords: Astronomy, Aristotle, Ptolemy, Arab science, Eznik Kogh-
bats‘i, Anania Shirakats‘i, Yovhannes Erznkatsi, On the heav-
enly bodies

Before the 14™ century, when the conception of the globe as a celestial body
began to spread and the idea about the difference between the earth and other heav-
enly bodies was refuted, the theory of celestial bodies revolving around a motionless
earth was prevalent.

The texts concerning natural sciences preserved in Armenian manuscripts are
mostly translations from Greek and Syriac, in which Armenian philosophers and
translators looked for ways of reconciling the bases of Christian ideology with clas-
sical science. Before the 13™ century, Eznik Koghbats‘i, Eghishe, David the Invin-
cible, Anania Shirakats‘i, Yovhannés Sarkawag and Yovhannes Erznkats‘t were
among them.

Astronomical knowledge studied at European universities was also presented in
the context of Greek science and Christian ideology.

In the works of Anania Shirakats‘i and his followers, up to Grigor Tat‘ewats‘1
and Yakob Ghrimets‘i (14™-15™ centuries), the knowledge of natural sciences and

cosmology was combined with the theory of calendar, which was very important for

the Church.

The work On the Heavenly Bodies by Yovhannés Erznkats‘i differs from others
in that it is not related to the calendar theory. This is a textbook on cosmology, the
purpose of which was to introduce the generally accepted scientific explanations to
his contemporaries.

47 3y hwbilim brqllwguny Jupgp bphipyg... h Yugljupw, 1846, Ly 4-7, 58-59:
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JUKYJIBETTA DUHATSIH

IHO3HAHUA APMAH O 3EMHOM IIAPE 1O XIII BEKA:
OBAHEC EP3HKAII

KnroueBnbie ciioBa:  ActpoHomusi, Apucrorens, [Itonemeii, apabckas Hayka, E3-
uuk Kox0Oanu, Ananus [upakaiu, Osanec Epsukariiu, mosma
“O HebecHEII cBETIIIAX.”

Ho XIV Beka, korma Bo3001a7aI0 MOHSITHE O 36MHOM IIIape Kak 0 HeOeCcHOM
Tejie ¥ OBUTO OMPOBEPTHYTO MPEICTABICHUE O PA3HUIIC MEXKTY 3€MIICH U IPYTHMHA
HeOeCHBIMH TelIaMH, OBITOBAIa TEOPHs O HEOSCHBIX TellaX, BPAIAfOIUXCs MO KPy-
TOBBIM KOHIEHTPHUYECKUM OPOUTAM BOKPYT HETIOBHKHOH 3EMITH.

CBeeHUs O €CTECTBO3HAHUH, COXPAHUBINUECS B APMIHCKHUX PyKOMUCIX, 3alM-
CTBOBAHBI U3 IPEUECKUX U CUPHUCKUX COUMHECHHM, B KOTOPHIX APMSHCKHE IEPEBOI-
9uKd U Qritocodsl HCKATK Ty TH TPUMHAPEHUS OCHOB XPUCTHAHCKON BEPHI C aHTHY-
Hou Hayko#. Jlo XIII Beka stum 3anumanuch E3nnk KoxOanwu, Erumre, J{laua Hemo-
oennmerii, Ananus [Hlupakamnu, Osanec Capkasar, OBanec Epsnkarm.

ACTPOHOMHYECKHE TIO3HAHUS, WU3ydaeMble B EBPOTCHCKUX YHUBEPCHTETAX,
TaKKe MPEICTABISITUCH B KOHTECKTE TPEUECKOM HAYKH M XPUCTHAHCKOW UICOTOTHH.

B tpynax A. lllupakany u ero mociaegoBaTened, BIIoTh 10 I 'puropa Taresamu
n Axona Kpemvenm (XIV-XV BB.), ecTecTecTBEHHOHAYUHbBIE H KOCMOJIIOTHUYECKHE
MO3HAHUS COBMEIIAIKNCH ¢ OYCHBb BAXXHBIMHE IS IIEPKBH BOIIPOCAMH TEOPHH KAJICH-
napsi.

Tpyn “O mebecubix cBetmax” OBaHeca Ep3HKaiu oTIiMuaeTcs OT APYTHX TEM,
YTO HE CBSI3aH C 3THMH BOIIPOCAMH. ITO YUEOHUK MO KOCMOJIOTHH, IEITBIO KOTOPOTO
OBLIO MPUOOINEHUE COBPEMEHHHUKOB K OOIIEITPHHSTHIM HAYYHBIM TCOPHSIM.



