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JULIETTA EINATYAN 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLOBE IN ARMENIA BEFORE  
THE 13TH I 

Keywords: Astronomy, Aristotle, Ptolemy, Arab science, Eznik Kogh-
Yovhann On the heav-

enly bodies  

Before the 14th century, when the conception of the globe as a celestial body 
began to spread and the idea about the difference between the earth and other heav-
enly bodies was refuted, the theory of celestial bodies revolving around a motionless 
earth was prevalent. 

The texts concerning natural sciences preserved in Armenian manuscripts are 
mostly translations from Greek and Syriac, in which Armenian philosophers and 
translators looked for ways of reconciling the bases of Christian ideology with clas-
sical science. Before the 13th century, Eznik Koghbat , Eghishe, David the Invin-
cible, Anania Shirakat  were 
among them.  

Astronomical knowledge studied at European universities was also presented in 
the context of Greek science and Christian ideology. 

In the works of Anania Shirakat  and his followers, up to Grigor ewat  
and Yakob Ghrimet  (14th 15th centuries), the knowledge of natural sciences and 
cosmology was combined with the theory of calendar, which was very important for 
the Church. 

The work On the Heavenly Bodies  differs from others 
in that it is not related to the calendar theory. This is a textbook on cosmology, the 
purpose of which was to introduce the generally accepted scientific explanations to 
his contemporaries. 
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