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TIGRAN SIRUNYAN, TATEVIK MANUKYAN 

DEFINITIONS OF GRAMMAR: THE FIRST BRIEF GRAMMAR  
OF THE GREEK-LATIN TYPE (17th century)127 

Keywords: Brief grammar, manuscript, handbook of Greco-Latinzing 
type, Simeon , textbook, phonetics, parts of speech, 
Latinizing period. 

An anonymous work entitled Definitions of Grammar is preserved in 24 
manuscripts of Matenadaran: the oldest is from the 17th century, and latest was 
written in the 19th century.  

The Definitions of Grammar is essentially a handbook of Greco-Latinizing type, 
with a traditional presentation of grammar on the basis of the Grammar by Dionysius 
Thrax and supplemented with novelties from the Latinizing grammars of Classical 
Armenian, mostly alien to Armenian. The main material of this work is purely 
grammatical and defined from letter to word, without any section on the syntax. At 
the end of the work, there is an appendix entitled "Instructions in Grammar" with 
some information on the punctuation and a few notes on spelling. 

Simeon work which circulated in handwritten form since 1637 is 
regarded as the first grammar of the modern period. The oldest extant manuscripts 
of the Definitions of Grammar are dated 1621 (M 2018), 1624 (M 2292) and 1634 
(M 1686). Hence, this Grammar precedes the handwritten work of  and 
is the first Armenian grammar of Greco-Latinizing type. Thus, the new terms and 
formulas of this text occurring in other grammars of that time could be considered 
as borrowed from the Definitions of Grammar. 
  

                                                
127 This work has been supported by the RA MESCS Science Committee within the frame of the 

18T-6B200. 



 
110  ,    

 

"   
- XVII 128 

  -

 

XVII 
 XIX  

 - -
-
-

 
 

-
 

-
-
-

 
-

-
-
-

. 

                                                
128 

18T-6B200. 


