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KHACHIK HARUTYUNYAN 

GRIGOR YEREVANTS I, A PROLIFIC SCRIBE FROM  
THE SECOND HALF OF THE 17th CENTURY 

1. The Scribe and His Manuscript Heritage 

Keywords: Yerevan, Etchmiadzin, Noragavit , manuscript, colophon, 
scriptorium, recipient, commissioner. 

Our study of the scriptoria in Yerevan and its environments has revealed the 
name of a prolific scribe form the second half of the 17th century, who has copied 
about three dozens of manuscripts in Yerevan, Noragavi and Etchmiadzin. In his 
colophons, he always signed as Grigor Yerevant , and thanks to these scribal notes 
and colophons, we have been able to find out some information about the scribe and 
his family as well, which has helped us in the study of several manuscripts. 

On the basis of the paleographic features of the manuscripts and by a linguistic 
and stylistic analysis of their colophons, we have identified 29 manuscripts com-
pletely or partially copied by scribe Grigor. Among his commissioners were repre-
sentatives of various social groups and clergy, including two Armenian Catholicoi, 
Eghiazar I  (1682 1691) and Nahapet I Edesat  (1691 1705). 

A list of the scribe manuscripts is presented in a separate table at the end of 
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this article (see Table 1). Most of the manuscripts (20) are kept at Matenadaran, four 
are in the library of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, two are in the collection 
of the Mekhitarist Fathers in Venice, one is in the National Library of France and one, 
at the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts in St. Petersburg. The current location of one 
manuscript is unknown (it was registered in the catalogue of the Armash monastery). 

To be continued. 
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