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ANNEWIES VAN DEN HOEK 

THE CHRISTIAN RECEPTION OF PHILO S  
WORKS IN ALEXANDRIA 

Key-words: Philo of Alexandria, Jewish community of Alexandria, Clem-
ent of Alexandria, Origen, library, borrowing, different audi-
ences. 

The Philonic corpus owes its preservation to the Christian tradition of Alexan-
dria; its first appearance is in the works of Clement, and its extension occurs via 
Origen in Caesarea. The link with Philo at least for Clement was no longer with a 
living Jewish tradition but with a literary heritage. Thanks to Origen who moved 
from Alexandria to Caesarea, Philo writings ended up in the episcopal library of 
that city and form the basis of the text of Philo works as they have been transmitted 
to us. One might never have known the many works of Philo were it not for the 
Christian Alexandrian tradition. 
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