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Mancini Lombardi and Paola Pontani (edd.), Studies on the Ancient Armenian Version 
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DAVID T. RUNIA 

THE ARMENIAN CORPUS OF PHILO AND RECENT  
PHILONIC SCHOLARSHIP 

Keywords: Philo of Alexandria, Armenian corpus, Philonic treatises, com-
mentaries on Philo, Maren Niehoff, Gregory Sterling, Karin 
Metzler, Procopius of Gaza, reception of Philo, medieval Ar-
menia 

This paper, presented at the Matanedaran in Yerevan in October 2019, under-
takes to give a survey of recent developments and trends in Philonic research as they 
relate to the Armenian corpus of treatises. First recent research on the writings them-
selves is examined, beginning with the philosophical treatises (Aucher vol. 1), fol-
lowed by the exegetical writings, first those of which we still have the Greek text 
(Zarbhanalean), then those of which the Greek text is lost (Aucher vol. 2). Some 
brief comments are then devoted to recent commentaries on Philo works, particu-
larly in the Philo of Alexandria commentary series (PACS). The paper then turns to 
recent trajectories in understanding Philo, focusing on the work of Maren Niehoff 
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(an intellectual biography of Philo) and Greg Sterling (the context of Philo activi-
ties). Lastly attention is given to work on Philo reception in antiquity, with discus-
sion of Metzler recent edition of Procopius Genesis commentary and of research 
on Philo in the Byzantine period, including medieval Armenia. The conclusion is 
that Philonic scholarship is flourishing, but that there remains much still to do, not 
least in the area of the reception of his writings and thought. 
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